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Text 
Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to 

love each other. And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, 

to do so more and more. Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work 

with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 

will not be dependent on anybody. 

 

Introduction 

Why does a Christian desire to please God?  

If we were to speak of this intellectually, I could say that this comes from the 

correct understanding of Love. I could tell you that Love is not merely pleasant feelings 

towards something. That love is also doing good things for the object of your love. I 

could say that positive feelings, or confessions of love without actions to demonstrate 

this, is not really love. And that therefore, Christians desire to live in a manner that is 

pleasing to God because this is what it means to love God. 

 But this is not primarily an intellectual matter. For Christians find in themselves 

this desire, however small it may be, long before they understand it. There is an element 

to this that surpasses understanding. When someone becomes regenerate or a new 

creation. When the Holy Spirit gives her an understanding of her sin, and she flees to 

Jesus, trusting his righteousness to save her, she receives this longing within herself. You 

see, she has been restored to her intended state before God. At this moment she has 

become united to Christ. As a Christian, this desire to please God, to love God is what is 

most natural to her. This is true of all Christians, when we become regenerate we are 

transformed, and now have at our most basic level a desire to please him. 

 If you are a Christian, then you will have some understanding of what I am 

speaking of, however small. If you are not a Christian then I urge you to ask the Holy 

Spirit to show you your sin, and flee to Jesus.  This is what you were created for, and it is 

the only way you will be truly happy, nothing else will truly satisfy you. 

 So this is why Christians desire to please God, and what we’re going to look at 

today is some of the ways we go about doing that. What we are going to see is just this: 

Christians please God by loving each other, aspiring to live a simple life, and displaying 

that life to outsiders. 

 

Let’s pray… 
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Context 

 This passage sits just on the latter half of Paul’s first letter to the church at 

Thessalonica. In the first half Paul speaks briefly about how he and those serving with 

him demonstrated God’s love to the Thessalonians and their conversion to the Gospel of 

Christ. Throughout this account Paul describes many different ways in which he and 

those with him demonstrated God’s love, and were encouraged to see the Thessalonians 

respond to this.  Paul goes on to say that during his absence from the church in 

Thessalonica he has become concerned for their faith. Paul’s greatest reason for concern 

for this church is the suffering that he and his followers are facing. Paul is being 

persecuted and his primary concern is how a group of young believers are going to take 

this news. Paul tells his readers that he wanted to go to them so that he could encourage 

them in their faith, but he has been unable to. Then, we are told, Paul decided to send 

Timothy to encourage the young church, and, just before this was written, Timothy has 

returned to Paul with a favorable report about the Thessalonians. Paul, then transitions 

from reminding the Thessalonians of how they came to faith to tell them how thankful he 

is for their faith. Then he moves on to reiterate some things that he taught them while he 

was with them, some specific ways that the Thessalonians can live to please God. It is 

within this section that we come to our passage, and we’re just going to walk through it. 

 

Love 

 The first chunk we’re going to look at is verses 9 and 10. “Now about brotherly 

love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love 

each other. And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge 

you, brothers, to do so more and more.”  

First we have an exhortation to brotherly Love. Paul starts off this exhortation by 

saying that his readers are loving their brothers. Indeed, Paul goes as far as to say that he 

does not need to write to them on this subject because they have been taught by God to 

love one another. There are several reasons why Paul is able to make this statement with 

confidence. The first is that he knows the example that he as an Apostle of Christ has 

given them. During his recount of the Thessalonians coming to faith he says, “We loved 

you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 

lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. Surely you remember brothers our 

toil and hardship: we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while 

we preached the gospel of God to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, 

righteous and blameless we were among you who believed.” (2:8-10).  

Secondly, and more importantly, Paul knows that when his readers accepted the 

Gospel, they received within them the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit that, just as we spoke 

of earlier, makes men regenerate. Paul is confident that his readers have not simply 

received an example of what correct living is, but because, through their unity to Christ, 

the Holy Spirit has inhabited them. They have received within themselves the desire and 

the ability to live in a loving manner.  

Finally, Paul can say this because it is not just theoretical to them. Paul, has seen 

it demonstrated by them. We know this because he says, “In fact, you do love all the 

brothers throughout Macedonia.”  
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 By the work of the Holy Spirit in his own life, Paul has demonstrated a regenerate 

life to the Thessalonians by loving them, and he knows that the Holy Spirit has caused 

them to become regenerate because he has seen them loving each other and all the 

brothers in their region. This really isn’t surprising, right? If you want to see Christians 

loving each other you don’t really have to look all that far. This morning a small group of 

people got up before most everyone else so that they could get here early and practice 

playing songs together so that our worship service would sound as good as possible. 

Another group of people came in and got everything ready for the service, they prepared 

the communion table with bread that someone else baked. There are some other people in 

the kids’ corner, who may not have kids of their own, watching other people’s kids so 

that more people can be part of the whole service. After we finish the service a few other 

people will put the communion table away, take out the garbage and clean up the coffee 

makers. 

This isn’t just about what happens on Sunday, there’s a group of people that Abby 

coordinates to make sure everyone that attends Immanuel is covered in prayer every 

week. On Christmas the Waglers had a few people over that didn’t have family in town, 

they probably weren’t the only ones. Last week I overheard several people inviting others 

to their homes for Christmas, hopefully no one got left out.  

 On Sundays there is a real feeling of acceptance here. Several people have told 

me stories of moving to Chicago, intending to look around for a church for a few weeks, 

coming here once, and feeling so welcomed they just kept coming back. There are a 

significant number of people that have been at Immanuel three to five years. We are 

starting to see people bearing with each other through life’s struggles and sticking around 

as we step on each other’s toes.  

It’s easy to find Christians loving each other, so we do not find Paul telling the 

Thessolonians that they need to love each other, what he does is say is “do so more and 

more”. The New American Standard translates this phrase, “excel still more”. Immanuel, 

we’re getting pretty good at caring for kids and parents with kids, but what about the 

people who don’t have kids, who don’t really want kids. Do they feel like they have a 

place here? Are they being cared for? We’re really good at welcoming…twenty and 

thirty something transplants who were raised in Christian homes, what about forty 

somethings and fifty somethings, what about the people who weren’t raised in the church, 

who grew up in Chicago? Do they feel welcome? Immanuel, you are loving the body. 

How can you do so more and more! 

 

Simple Life 
 So that’s verses nine and ten, but Paul doesn’t stop there. Just as the 

Thessalonians’ love is not theoretical, so Paul does not leave his readers with a 

theoretical exhortation. He gives them specific ways in which they can grow in loving 

each other, and ultimately pleasing God. Now in verse eleven, He exhorts them saying, 

“make it your ambition to live a quiet life, mind your own business, and work with your 

hands.” This phrase naturally has three parts, and each of them raises a few questions so 

let’s take them one piece at a time, and then pull them back together.  

 

Live a quiet life 
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First Section, “live a quite life”. At first this seems counter intuitive, especially to 

our culture and the modern desire to “be somebody”. All too often this is brought into the 

church, and the goal is changed from making money or political statements, to winning 

souls or building a mega church. The desire changes from writing the great American 

novel to writing the great Christian novel. But this is not what Paul calls the 

Thessalonians to. He does not say, “make it your ambition to show everyone how great of 

a Christian you are”. He says, “make it your ambition to live a quiet life.” A quiet life is 

not a life of great excitement and fame, but rather the kind that will go unnoticed by most 

of the world. We’re not done with that, but let’s move on and look at the other pieces. 

 

Mind your own Business 

Second piece, “Mind your own Business”. Here, Paul says to live humbly, not 

calling attention to oneself, or comparing one’s own accomplishments with those around 

him, but taking care of what has been given him to take care of. This, however, does not 

mean that we are not to be concerned with someone else’s faith. Before us we have a 

clear expression of Paul’s love for his church family at Thessalonica, even as he is being 

rushed off to Athens, so as to avoid being brought to trial for his teaching, he sends 

Timothy back to Thessalonica to make sure they are not distraught by his suffering. If 

Paul was telling his followers not to be concerned for anyone else’s faith he would never 

have written this letter. What he is saying is that we should focus on our own 

responsibilities, and not worry if they “measure up” to the standards around us. 

 

Work with your Hands 

The last piece of this is, “Work with your Hands”. Paul specifies working with 

your hands, not because management positions are invalid ways to please God someone 

has to be a manager, or people wouldn’t be able to work together. He specifies working 

with your hands because most of the world will be doing menial jobs, every job has some 

aspect of it that is menial, and doing these jobs pleases God just as much. This also 

further stands against the idea of being somebody as these are not the jobs that will get 

people’s attention.  

Now, pulling all this together, “Make it your ambition to live a quiet life, mind 

your own business, and work with your hands.”  We have a depiction of someone living a 

simple every day sort of life. This is the story of the man who spent his whole life in one 

town, working at one job. Whose greatest accomplishment in life was putting food on his 

family’s table week after week. Or the woman who spent her entire career in the same 

office, doing the same job. There is no escaping monotony in our work, whether it’s the 

1500
th

 line of code, or the spreadsheet that doesn’t seem to have an end, or the client 

that’s asking for the sixth revision to the report that he gets exactly the same way every 

month, the 300
th

 table you’ve served this week, the 75
th

 test you’ve graded tonight, or the 

day’s sixth diaper change. Paul is saying that doing these things, week in and week out, is 

pleasing to God, that this is loving your brother. For each of these things is needed.  

Martin Luther said that we pray, asking God to “Give us this day, our daily 

bread”. And he does. He does it by farmers, millers, and bakers.
1
 Men and women, just 

living out their lives, part of the system that slowly moves necessities through various 

stages and finally into the homes of people who need it. These are normal people, living 

normal lives, these are the people no one knows and history hasn’t remembered.  
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There have been any number of books written about Henry Ford, who founded the 

Ford Motor Company. All of these books talk about how he revolutionized automobile 

manufacturing and in so doing changed the world. Of course moving the world into a 

driving society brought with it a whole new set of issues and problems. However, he did 

succeed in making the automobile affordable for the average person, all while increasing 

his own profits, his supplier’s profits, and his employee’s wages. Depending on how 

technical a book you were reading it may tell you that he pioneered manufacturing 

principles that many now considered foundational for successful manufacturing of 

anything. Weather or not the world is better off for this is debatable, but he didn’t do all 

this by himself. He had a large workforce of assembly line workers. A large workforce 

who spent most of their time performing routine, menial tasks. A large workforce of 

people that these books don’t name.  

So, if the simple life is so common, and most people are going to end up spending 

the great portion of their lives this way, why does Paul tell the Thessalonians to live this 

way? He doesn’t. He tells them to make it their ambition. He tells them to aspire to live 

every day normal lives. There isn’t necessarily anything wrong with leading a life that 

history doesn’t forget. Where would the world be without the men and women that 

history has not forgotten? Where would the church be without people like Martin Luther 

and John Calvin? Could anyone claim that people like Elisabeth Elliot, Jonathan 

Edwards, or Dietrack Bonhoeffer did not live lives pleasing to God? It certainly could not 

be said that history has forgotten the man who wrote this letter. The desire for this kind of 

life, however, is wrong. When our goal in life becomes about making ourselves known, 

even if it is by winning souls, or writing the great Christian novel we will not be 

glorifying God.  

Now, let’s apply this to Immanuel’s vision here in the UIC area. We desire to 

build a group of people here in the UIC area of Chicago, IL that just…sticks it out. To 

build relationships within the community of believer’s and outside of it. Families who 

don’t move to other neighborhoods so their kids can go to better schools, but work with 

their schools to improve the neighborhood that they are already in. The effects of which 

will take decades to truly see. This is a snapshot of what living the simple life means for 

us today. This is what Paul is talking about, there isn’t anything glamorous here. But 

these desires can still be wrong. Do you want to be the person that bucked the trend and 

changed the neighborhood, or just one of the people that stuck around long enough to 

positively effect a community. Do you hope that Immanuel will be the church that called 

people to work for the good of the City by staying put in one part of it? Do you aspire to 

be the family that changed a local school by not moving your kids out of it when you had 

the chance, or just one of the families that stuck with local, struggling schools? Do you 

imagine that the next generation’s church history books will read, “The cities of America 

were in a state of flux, nearly everyone moved every few years, and people of similar 

ideologies tended to move closer and closer together. But then, Michael Erington, 

decided to live in the same part of Chicago for his whole life”? NO, that’s not pleasing to 

God, that just the same old pride idol recast in a new mold. If we’re going to really do 

this we have to be okay getting lost in the crowd. To make it our ambition to be the 

people history doesn’t remember, the assembly line workers whose names no one wrote 

down. Do you aspire to be a member of a crowd of people pleasing God by just…living 

life? 
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Witnessing and Helping 

 That however, does not mean that we don’t wish to accomplish anything. Paul 

goes on to tell the Thessalonians the intended goal of loving your brothers through a 

simple life. In verse twelve he lists two outcomes of all this. The first is winning the 

respect of outsiders. As a representative of Christ and the Church, living a life that gains 

respect from those around you is not a selfish endeavor. Even though our culture puts so 

much emphasis on celebrities it still carries this understanding of a model citizen being a 

person living a simple life, taking care of his or her family, and following the law. Listen 

to any politician trying to show they relate to the common man, and it is this notion that 

they will appeal to. When this hypothetical model citizen is presented, its point is always 

to make the listener think, “Surely this person deserves to have things go well for him.” 

The world respects these people, and even though they are forgotten by history those who 

come in contact with them and live near them notice them. 

 Now imagine how strange it would be to find one of these model citizens actually 

content in this lifestyle. Not because they are living out the American dream and see 

themselves climbing the social ladder and improving their lifestyle and their family’s 

lifestyle. But actually just content to be plugging away, how much more will this person 

be noticed and respected.  And as a representative of Christ and His Church, we bring 

respect to our brothers and our Lord by our life style. This is not just so that people 

around us will all think that we belong to a really great club that’s full of great people 

who are content to live simple lives, but it provides a means of bringing people into these 

relationships and introducing them to Christ. So, first outcome, living the simple life will 

win the respect of outsiders and allow you to proclaim Christ to them. 

 The second outcome Paul gives is “so that you will not be dependent on anyone.” 

Because we are in the context of work, we know that Paul does not mean we are to live a 

silent, isolated Christianity. Again, if that is the case why is Paul writing this letter? But 

rather that we should, if we are able, provide for ourselves. Here Paul is saying that a 

correct desire to live a simple life will keep people from idleness.  If the church at 

Thessalonica was a group of people where some were hard workers and others were 

content relying on their charity it would be hard to imagine outsiders having a lot of 

respect for them. This is true in Paul’s day, and also in our day.  

Now, unemployment and need are realities of life, and being able to help people 

in need is another real way to show love. When we are in need, there is certainly nothing 

wrong with accepting charity. There would be something wrong if we were happy to stay 

in that situation. We should have the desire to be the person who is able to share with his 

brothers. So this second outcome, not being dependent on anyone is related to the first 

one, in that being able to provide for yourself will help win the respect of outsiders, and 

it’s also a way Christians love each other.    

Just as Paul mentions in his recount of the Thessalonians coming to salvation, his 

group worked night and day so that they would not be a burden on anybody. Acts tells us 

that Paul spent three Sabbaths in the synagogue at Thessalonica, during this time Paul’s 

group of missionaries demonstrated their love for the Thessalonians by providing for 

themselves. (Acts 17). Paul tells the Thessalonians that their brotherly love should cause 

them to live in such a way that outsiders are attracted to their faith. These are the same 

methods that Paul modeled for them as he won their faith. 
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Christ 

 So, Christians have been given a desire to please God, and one of the ways we 

please him is to love each other, by striving to live a simple, everyday sort of life. This 

life will draw the attention of outsiders, which will enable us to point them to Christ. 

 But, why does this please God? Why are we told that we should aspire to be 

middle of the pack, everyday people? Because there is nothing left to be done. Jesus 

Christ, the son of God, has done it. The Son of God took on flesh, and became human. 

The living word of God walked the earth and though he was in very nature God, he did 

not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but humbling himself he became 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. (Phil 2:5). After living the life we should have 

lived, he died the death that we deserved to die. We are not called to be the Savior. Jesus 

Christ already is. The saving work has been completed. Therefore we are now free to 

love each other with abandon, boldly live a life that isn’t driven by a need to accomplish 

or perform, and calmly display contentment in Christ to all those around us.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastoral Apprentice Mike Erington on Sunday morning, December 29, 2013.  It is not meant to be a 

polished essay, but was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying 

community that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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 The Doctrine of Vocation. Gene Edward Veith 


