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Text 
Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have 
renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the 
contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of 
God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

 
Intro: What does it mean to not loose heart? 
 
 The women in this video were of course the wives of Nate Saint, Jim Elliot, Ed 
McCully, Peter Fleming, and Roger Youderian.  For those of you who are not familiar 
with this story these 5 couples started what is called Operation Auca in 1955.  They all 
went to Ecuador to preach the gospel to the Auca Indian tribe.  A ruthless tribe known for 
killing any outsider they came in contact with.  And as the video said the husbands of 
these 5 women were murdered by the Auca after the second contact they made with them.   
 What the video does not go on to tell (but I’m sure many of you know) that years 
later Elisabeth Elliot along with the sister of Nate Saint, Rachel, went back to the Auca to 
try again to preach the gospel to them.  This act of love eventually lead to many of the 
Acua to trust Christ and even those who murdered Jim Elliot and his companions.  
Elisabeth Elliot’s return to the Auca would be seen by most people as insane.  The world 
would say that she has lost her mind to do such a thing.  What I want us to try to 
understand today is what would posses someone like Elisabeth Elliot to go back to the 
Auca Indians? And how can we as Christians minster in this world without losing heart 
when faced with trials that  plague us here? And maybe for those of you who are not 
Christians why does this faith compel its followers to do such risky things? Paul answers 
these questions here in Second Corinthians 4:1-6. 
 
Main point: The more we learn to treasure Christ in all circumstances the more we will 
proclaim Christ in all circumstances. 
Under this main point this text will teach us 4 things: 1)What is the ministry of the New 
Covenant. 2) How this ministry is done with integrity. 3)That this ministry is powerful 
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but not always well received. 4)That this is a ministry that proclaims Christ and is 
completely reliant upon Christ. 
 
Pray. 
 
 
v1.  A Ministry of the New Covenant.  
 The power that lies in the Gospel to endure under all types of suffering and 
painful circumstances first begins to emerge right here in verse 1.  Paul writes, 
“Therefore we have this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.” The very 
ministry that Paul has been given has itself caused him to not lose heart.  So that begs the 
question what is this ministry that God has mercifully commissioned Paul in? If we go 
back and read chapter 3, were Paul defines what his ministry is, we begin to understand 
why Paul can say that this ministry he has causes him to not lose heart.  There are 2 
things from the previous verses that show what Paul’s ministry is and why it causes him 
to not lose heart:  (we will be looking extensively at chapter 3 in this sermon so be 
prepared to flip back and forth) 
 
 
1.  Paul’s ministry is the ministry of the New Covenant.  
 Look at chapter 3 verse 3.  Paul says, “And you show that you are a letter from 
Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”   
 Briefly before we talk about what this verse means we need to know what Paul is 
talking about here at this point in chapter 3.  Paul is defending his ministry as an apostle.  
He has some opponents that came to Corinth after he planted the church there.  They 
challenged his credentials to discredit him so that the church would listen to them instead.  
These opponents evidently would carry around letters stating their credentials and 
making themselves out to have more authority than Paul.  Paul says I don’t need these 
letters of credentials to prove myself.  He says the Corinthian Church is his letter of 
recommendation because they have believed in his message.  
 Paul uses the idea of “letters of recommendation” to illustrate the bigger deeper 
truth of the New Covenant.  He uses the imagery of written letters to describe exactly 
what the New Covenant was prophesied to be like. “Not written with ink” like the letters 
of his opponents but “by the Spirit of God.”  “Not on tablets of stone” like the Mosaic 
Law “but on tablets of human hearts”.  These are the words that both Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel use in their prophecies of the New Covenant. Jeremiah 31:33 says, “For this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.” Similarly Ezekiel writes, And I will give them one heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh 
and give them a heart of flesh.”   
 The distinction between the New and the Old Covenant is that the Old was just a 
written law given to Moses it was perfect and yet hopeless because as we read the OT we 
see that the Law was impossible for Israel to keep.  Paul even calls it a “ministry of 
death” in 2Cor 3:7  Israel was exiled twice and often threatened by prophets of the 
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coming wrath of God because of their sin, which was their inability to keep the law. The 
Day of Atonement, where the Levitical Priests would make animal sacrifices for sin, 
came year after year never making complete atonement for their depravity.  Can you 
imagine living like that.  Surely these people, even those who we would call OT saints 
were looking for an end to this torturous way of life. 
 Back in 2 Cor 3:3 and 3:4 Paul says we “are letters from Christ” and we have 
“confidence through Christ toward God.” Tell your Jewish friends that the New Covenant 
has dawned in Christ!  God never intended his plan for humanity to be a Covenant that 
tried to conform his people from the outside in.  The Law was perfect and good because it 
is a description of God’s holiness but it did not fulfill the ultimate need of the human 
condition.  We are too depraved to try and conform to an external perfection.  God’s 
perfection had to enter us.  God who is just had to be the justifier of us all.  Christ died 
for our sins on the tree, he was for those who believe our curse that we deserved.  
Through faith the Holy Spirit applies the work of Christ to our human hearts giving us a 
right standing before God by imputing or applying Christ’s perfect life to us. This is what 
it means to have the law written on our hearts.  Then also at the same time the Spirit 
glorifies Christ before us over a lifetime so that we learn to treasure him more and more.  
This treasuring of Jesus is a reoccurring theme in 2Cor 4.  This is the joy of the New 
Covenant! God doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves!  Paul was himself a 
recipient of this good news on the road to Damascus. This was his message and mission 
and the underlying reason why he does not lose heart! 
  
2. Paul’s ministry is not Veiled But is full of Hope and Glory.1   
 Look at chapter 3:7-11 Paul calls The Old Covenant a ministry of death (as we 
noted above) and a ministry of condemnation.  Paul points out that after God had given 
Moses the law his face shown with the glory of God so brightly that the Israelites 
couldn’t look at his face.  Moses had to veil his face to shield God’s glory from the 
people.   Have you ever wondered why Moses had to cover his face when he came down 
from Mount Sinai?  I always thought that It was because like the text says his face was so 
bright that looking at him was like looking straight at the sun.  That certainly is part of it.  
His face was physically bright.  But there is a deeper theological reason Paul shows us in 
chapter 3 why Israel couldn’t bear to look at Moses’ face.  Remember that in the middle 
of the story of the giving of the Law; Israel in the midst of being given the Law formed a 
Golden Calf and worshiped it as the god who brought them out of Egypt. So they are 
already under God’s judgment. Paul comments on this in 3:7. One dude I read 
commenting on what Paul means when he says “being brought to an end” or as the NIV 
says, “transitory though it was”, in  verse 3:7 says: 

 
Moses’ veiled mediation of God’s glory permits his presence to remain in 
Israel’s midst without destroying her.  In this regard, Moses’ veiling 
himself is an act of mercy. At the same time, the very fact that Moses must 
veil his face is an act of judgement because of the hardness of Israel’s 
heart.  The veil not only preserves Israel from being destroyed; it also 
keeps her from being transformed.2 
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Therein lies the key distinction between Paul and Moses’ ministry.   The brightness of 
Moses’ face was the glory God revealed against Israel’s hard heart.  Paul’s ministry of 
the New Covenant is greater than that of Moses‘ Old Covenant ministry because the 
death and resurrection of Jesus is Good News that transforms the wicked human heart  it 
does not just judge it.  It is even more merciful because it gives sinners now that are no 
different than the population of Israel the opportunity to repent and be changed by God 
working in them.   
 In reading 2 Cor 3:7-11 Paul contrasts his ministry from Moses in 3 ways: 1) It is 
an exposure to God’s glory that has no limits.  Moses had to keep veiling his face over 
and over again so that the glory of God would not destroy the people.  Paul’s ministry is 
that of the Holy Spirit that is God’s transforming power of the Gospel! 2) As opposed to 
Moses’s ministry which was of condemnation because the Law did nothing more than 
reveal the hardness of the human heart; Paul’s ministry is more glorious because it is a 
ministry of righteousness.  A righteousness applied to the human heart by the Holy Spirit. 
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1).  3) The glory 
of Paul’s ministry has an eschatological future.  The Old Covenant always looked ahead 
to the New.  God’s New Covenant inaugurated in his Son will carry all who believe in 
him to future glory!3   
 Therefore Paul has hope and boldness because when he looks back at the ministry 
of Moses and looks at what God has done in Christ as his sovereign hand moves salvation 
history into the New Covenant, his faith in God is continually reassured.  Even while 
looking death in the face he can proclaim Christ boldly and with hope because the gospel 
he preaches is the power of God to transform the human heart to save sinners (even 
sinners who want to kill him) and if this gospel proclamation brings his death he has the 
peace of being in Christ as he is a part of the New Covenant people.  Do you see why 
Paul can say he does not lose heart?  His ministry is God’s mercy by God’s mercy.  We 
all have the temptation as Christians to lose heart.  Here is the point brothers and sisters.  
We are ministers of the New Covenant! In the hardships and failures of this life we have 
hope and can have boldness because the New Covenant ministry is the power of God for 
the salvation of anyone who believes.  This is why we can grow into being willing to risk 
it all because we have hope.  We can consider, ponder, dwell on the great love of Christ.  
It is the truest thing that has ever been given. 
 
v2.  A Ministry That is done with integrity  (read it) 
 Verse 2 Paul wants his readers to see that his New Covenant ministry is a ministry 
done with integrity.  Again Paul is going toe to toe with his opponents.  If we look at the 
end of the verse we see Paul’s main defense of his ministry.  He asks the church to 
evaluate the message they first heard and believed in the truth of the Gospel. Which of 
course is a new declaration or announcement and is absolute.  Meaning he was not trying 
to talk about himself but instead make much of Christ and the need for faith in Christ.  
Second there at the end he says he will allow God to be the judge of how well he 
proclaimed the news of the gospel.  Paul has already made a similar statement to this in 
2:17.  “For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as 
commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.” 
 What does it mean for us to “renounce disgraceful underhanded ways”?  How do 
we avoid “to practice cunning and tamper with the word of God”?  I’m sure we are all 
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aware of ways people do this today.  We are no strangers to the deceit we see in 
televangelists.  If you ever hear anyone speaking either on TV or at some public 
gathering and they use the phrase “sowing a seed” in regard to giving money; like calling 
the money you give- “the seed” you sow.  There is a very good chance that this is a 
prosperity-gospel preacher.  These are probably the most out-right “peddlers” of God’s 
word in our day.  Some are more subtle than others.  For some prosperity gospel 
preachers preaching this way is a means of gaining wealth for themselves.  They tell you 
to “sow this seed of one thousand dollars” and then many of them in an “underhanded” 
way will pocket the money.  Others who preach this false gospel truly believe it’s core 
message which is the belief that true Christian faith results in material wealth and 
physical well being.  If that were a true assertion Paul would not have written verse 7-12 
here in chapter 4.  This can also be a very cruel way to understand Christianity.  People 
have attended “health and wealth” churches and have had their home burn down or had 
been diagnosed with cancer.  The response of these churches to these kinds of things is 
“well,  you must not have had enough faith then otherwise this wouldn’t be happening to 
you”.   But this kind of response is completely oblivious to the fact that right now we are 
living in the birth-pains of the universe.  That is the true theological underpinnings of 
why bad things happen.  All of creation including Christians are groaning and 
anticipating the New Heavens and the New Earth.   
 What about for us though?  What are ways for us to grow in preaching the gospel 
with more integrity?  I think its fairly safe to say that at least most of us here know the 
dangers of the health and wealth gospel.  But how do we over a lifetime continue to 
“renounce” self-absorbed ways of preaching Christ.  I have to do that even in this 
moment.  We have a tendency to take credit for things, seek our own acclaim.  Especially 
within Christian circles.  We want praise and acknowledgement from our peers and 
church-leadership.  Does anyone else have these thoughts and feelings enter their mind?  
How do we grow into allowing God to have more glory in our ministry?   
 Someone asked George Muller, who was a pastor and famous for starting an 
orphanage, what his secret was?  He said that he had to die, die to George Muller.  So 
how do we die to ourselves?  I think it starts by preaching the gospel to ourselves  even 
more than to than we do to others. I can almost guarantee you that most peddlers of 
God’s word don’t do this. I know this cord gets struck a lot here at IBC but, Church if we 
really grow in learning how to do this, it will change your life. We need to be reminded 
again and again of the humbling reality that apart from Christ we deserve hell.  And then 
be filled with gratitude when we realize that we have not been left in that state.  From 
here what I have found is that this state of gratitude is necessary and certainly appropriate 
for worship, but I have found that Christians often struggle with thinking they are not 
thankful enough and that is why they sin.  They some how need to be more ernest more 
sincere.  I like what Andrew Murray had to say about this: 
 

A superficial acquaintance with God’s plan leads to the view that while 
justification is God’s work by faith in Christ, sanctification is our work, to 
be preformed under the influence of the gratitude we feel for the 
deliverance we have experienced... But the earnest christian soon finds 
how little gratitude can supply the power. When he thinks that more 
prayer willing bring it, he finds that as indispensable as prayer is, it is not 
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enough.  Often the believer struggles hopelessly for years, until he listens 
to the teaching of the Spirit, as He glorifies Christ again, and reveals 
Christ, our (holiness), to be appropriated by faith alone.4   

 
By faith the Holy Spirit makes Christ glorifying and beautiful to us. And over time by 
God doing this we form habits of praying in the moments we start sensing our self-
seeking glory-seeking ways; we ask God to receive glory and keep us from wanting our 
own. This comes slowly over time.  We preach Christ with integrity the more we treasure 
Christ as the most precious thing.  That develops in us a desire to give him the credit not 
ourselves.  We will then care less about trying to impress our pastors or peers.  We can 
just preach Christ and rest in his finished work.  
 
vv3-4.  A Ministry that is Powerful but not always well Received. 
 Verses 3 and 4 Paul picks up the theme of the “veil” again that we saw in chapter 
3 and he applies it to this same understanding of unbelievers he touched on in Chapter 2.  
He writes, “And even if our gospel is veiled it is veiled only to those who are perishing.  
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  In 
chapter 2 verse 15-16 Paul says the gospel is like the scent of death for those who are 
dying.  Here in chapter 4 he says if the veil is not taken away hearers of this gospel will 
always sense it as an aroma of death. (for the next few minutes we are going to back up 
again and look at chapter 3:11-18)  
 Earlier as we were looking at verse 1 and chapter 3:7-11 I interpreted Paul’s 
understanding of Moses’ veil being both a mercy for and a judgment against Israel.  
There is another common interpretation that says Paul believed that Moses put the veil 
over his face so that Israel would not see that the glory of God was fading from his face.  
This is taken from what verse 11-12 where Paul says the glory of the Law is being 
brought to an end so the glory of the New Covenant will be much better.  The reason for 
understanding Moses’ veil as mercy and judgement and not as a way to hide a fading 
glory is because the plain reading of Exodus 34 seems to indicate that Moses put the veil 
on to guard the people from God’s glory not to hide its fading glory. I also think that this 
understanding of Moses’ veil contrasts better the difference between the giving of the 
Law and the preaching of the gospel.  Paul says in chapter 3 verse 14, only in Christ can 
the veil be taken away but in the Law the veil remains.  While Moses’ veil hid the glory 
of God in mercy demonstrating the hardness of Israel’s heart, the gospel is a new kind of 
glory that removes the veil itself.  
 In Exodus 34 Moses becomes an OT picture of what it is like to be a Christian.  It 
says he would veil his face every time he talked to the people but when he would go back 
in the presence of God he would take the veil off of his face.  In 3:18 Paul says that we all 
with unveiled faces can experience the transformative power of the glory of God. The 
key difference between Moses’ ministry and Paul’s is the Holy Spirit.  We can see that in 
verse 17 of chapter 3  where the Law brought bondage and death the Holy Spirit brings 
freedom.  When the Holy Spirit through faith in Christ writes the Law on the heart of the 
Christian it goes from being a form of death to the transformative power of God.   
 This is one of those interpretational issues that can really go either way.  To an 
extent I feel like both can be true.  Even though I don’t think Paul is saying that Moses 
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was hiding his face so that Israel couldn’t see the fading glory.  The fact that the glory of 
God did fade off of his face does illustrate the limited power of the Old Covenant.  As 
good as it was, it was not a Holy Spirit powered ministry that applied Christ’s finished 
work to the heart of the believer.  Christ was the fulfillment of what the law pointed to 
and he also kept the Law perfectly. So now through faith as we learn to treasure him 
more and more we are conformed to his perfect law-keeping likeness.  In Christ we are 
without veil and can look fully into the glory-filled presence of God.  We can no longer 
be judged by the veil or by God’s glory.   
 So if this is all true why is it so hard for unbelievers to come to faith?  Paul in 
answering this question was responding to his opponents who said that his preaching was 
too difficult to understand.  Paul tells us 2 reasons why: 1) The gospel sounds veiled to 
those who are perishing because 2) the god of this world has blinded them.   
 Veil. Have you ever had a friend whom you have explained the gospel to over and 
over again but it seems they just don’t get it?  Tracy and I have some muslim friends that 
we spend time with regularly. They’re a family that has a daughter that is about 2 years 
older than Bridgette.  There has been several times where we have looked for or tried to 
take an open door to the gospel when we are with them but is always shut down by their 
fear of being challenged in their beliefs.  The kind of Islam they practice is one that 
believes strongly in this mathematical miracle in the Koran.  All of this stuff that is a 
multiple of 19 in the Koran.  They are so convinced  of Islam by this.  Yet when you read 
the Koran, (and this is what we do with them, we participate in a Koran study), there is 
nothing about grace. The cross is nonexistent.  In fact the Koran takes great pains to 
explain how the death and resurrection of Jesus never really happened.   
 This is a veil.  It can be discouraging to see how blinded to the gospel any of our 
unsaved friends can be. It can cause us even to lose heart.  However it is important for us 
to remember that there is not a problem with the gospel, the problem is with the human 
heart that receives it or chooses to reject it.  The gospel sounds veiled to these people 
because the veil is actually over their heart.  We must just keep preaching Christ to 
people, and pray what Paul says in 3:16 “When one turns to the Lord the veil is taken 
away.”  Preach Christ and pray- that is all we are required to do in evangelism.   
 Blinded. The phrase, “the god of this world” as who Paul says is a blinder of 
unbelievers can be an alarming phrase if you don’t know what Paul is talking about.  
There are really 2 ways to understand who “the god of this world” is and they can be used 
interchangeably because Satan uses our idols against us.  So the first way to understand 
who “the god of this world” is of course as Satan.  Jesus refers to him in a similar way in 
John 12:31.  He says, “...the ruler of this world will be cast out.” A second way to 
understand “the god of this world” is idols.  In the OT idols literally were false gods. 
Idols that Satan probably used to distract Israel from YAHWEH.    
 In our time I think you can legitimately say that materialism is a god of this age.  
Have you met people, maybe even yourself, that are so caught up with having the best 
and latest stuff that it seems to distract them from the pleasures of Christ? Or if they’re 
not a Christian they just don’t get the gospel and don’t feel a need for it because they 
think they have everything they need. This kind of god can be whatever we think will 
provide us with true joy and happiness. Anything but God Himself.  Something like 
family which seems noble.  There may be some happiness you can find in having the 
latest ipad but soon it will break or become obsolete.  Family is a wonderful thing a gift 



 

8 

from God but they can let you down, they can hurt you.  Listen God will never let you 
down.  God will never become obsolete.  Some of you here may hear me say that and say 
to yourself, “I’ve been let down by God.” If you’re saying this and you’re a Christian I 
would encourage you to remember when you put your faith in Jesus.  I’m sure that it was 
a happy time in your life.  However not only was that an emotionally happy time for you 
but God did something at that moment of faith.  Something that can never be reversed, he 
declared you justified and made you righteous in Christ.  You may face many struggles 
and sufferings of this life but none of those sufferings can change your justification. If 
you’re forgiven God has not let you down. What kind of God can do this some may ask? 
 Look at the last 2 lines of verse 4.   Paul writes, “...the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  We will look at this again in a similar phrase 
in verse 6.  For now here i just want to relate this to the God who justifies.  Look at this 
church Jesus is, “the visible and perfect representation of the invisible God.”5 We see this 
in other place like Col 1:15 and John 1:18.  In fact Jesus says of himself in John 14:9 that 
whoever has seen him has seen the father.  No human being who has walked the face of 
the earth has been qualified to save you from your sin like Jesus.  Why?  Because this 
human was also God! The creator and sustainer of the universe.  Perfect in every way. 
Not limited in power or knowledge.  Perfectly holy.  Remember friends we are the ones 
that are veiled or have been veiled.  The problem is with us not with God.  All of our sin, 
doubts and Satan himself try together to keep the one true God from being seen by us.  
We are evil in our unbelief.  But the really good news is that God is holy, God is good, 
and God is Love! It is this holy good love that exists within the three persons of the 
trinity that is the reason why Jesus was commission out of his perfectly heavenly 
dwelling came down to earth to pursue us! If your hear today and can sense him pursuing 
you but you have never fully believe this good news; ask God right now to take the veil 
away so that you can see him for who he truly is.  Whether you’re a Christian or not right 
now ask God to allow you to see Jesus on the cross dying for your unbelief, dying for 
your doubt,  dying for your pride, dying for all the ways you have hurt people throughout 
your life. Dying for the guilt you feel. Repent of your sin and be fully satisfied in Christ.  
Let him take the place of all the ways you tend to sin. And he can do this work of 
replacing your sin with himself as you grow in treasuring him more.  How is He able to 
replace all things that you treasure more than him? Because he is still alive.  The Cross 
didn’t finish him and the tomb couldn’t hold him.  He reigns from heaven and he is 
interceding for you right now.  As you trust in Christ the Holy Spirit will begin the work 
of glorifying him before you causing you to trust him more and more.  Whether your here 
as a Christian or not Jesus wants to be your living water.  let him.  My prayer is as we 
look at these last few verses that this sermon will just be a celebration of this great work 
of God. 
 
 
v5-6.  A Ministry that proclaims Christ is completely Reliant upon Christ. 
 Some of you may like the fact that Barak Obama is our president.  Some of you 
may not like that he is the president of the United States.  Some of you may acknowledge 
him as president some of you may not want to.  But the fact is he is the President of this 
country.  Paul says here in verse 5 it is the same with Christ.  Whether we acknowledge 
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him as the Lord of the universe or not the fact is he is the Lord of the Universe!  And so 
as Paul says here, we should proclaim him as such.   
 Those of you who preach the gospel, or for those of you who want to do it more.  
Remember friends this work of preaching is not about us!  I am not something special 
because I am standing where I am right now talking to you.  I know this might be a 
disappointment to some of you (probably none of you) but this what we are doing right 
here is not the Phil Ennis Show!  IT’S ABOUT CHRIST!!!  So anytime any of you have 
a chance to share your faith with an unbelieving friend: in your mind in your heart in 
your mouth make it all about JESUS!  He is Lord we are just the messengers.  I was 
reflecting on evangelism the other day.  And do you know what evangelism really is?  It 
is simply making much of Christ in front of someone who doesn’t make much of Christ.  
This becomes more natural for us to do, because the more we learn to treasure Christ the 
more we will look for ways and be able to proclaim him.  This is an the idea that I have 
been trying to weave throughout this sermon.  Being satisfied in Christ equals 
proclaiming Christ or, the more we treasure Christ the more we will proclaim him in no 
matter what our circumstances. 
 
 Verse 6 is a great place to see all these things come together.  I want us to look at 
this verse in 3 parts.  1) The creation of light 2) light that is the knowledge of the glory of 
God 3) the face of Jesus Christ.   
 
1. The Creation of Light.   
 When Paul writes, “For God who said. ‘Let light shine out of darkness’”, he is 
alluding to the OT creation narrative.  He is not making a direct quote, but the motifs that 
are present in Genesis 1:2-3 are here in Second Corinthians 4:6 as well.  Genesis 1 verses 
2 and 3 speak of the world being void and in darkness.  God spoke into the darkness, 
“‘Let there be light’ and there was light”.  Here Paul is picking up on this idea of God 
creating light to show that is the same work of God in creating light is what the light of 
the gospel does to create New Birth. When someone hears the gospel and believe in 
Christ at their salvation this work of the Spirit in the heart of this person is nothing other 
than the same Spirit that spoke creation into existence.6  When God speaks into the void 
and shapeless earth brings order in chaos light shines.  When God speaks into the void 
and often chaotic humans heart the light of the gospel shines.  This is a big part of the 
reason why Paul in other places calls all believers in this gospel a “new creation”.  It is 
the same creative work of God being performed. 
 We also must not miss that Paul says, “it is God who said...” emphasizing the 
speaking of God.  This whole text really from chapter 3 to hear in 4:6 has been about the 
proclamation of Christ.  The ministry of the New Covenant is to proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ.  It is Gods joy to use us in speaking the truth of the gospel.  As we are 
obedient to sow the seed of the gospel where he has us; He is the one responsible for 
causing that seed of the gospel to germinate inside the heart of a person.  It is the Holy 
Spirit that speaks the transforming power of the New Covenant  into a person that he 
adopts as his own. For his own glory he has chosen to do this work in tandem with our 
flawed imperfect ways of preaching this good news.   
 
2. Light that is the Knowledge of the glory of God.  
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 Paul says here that the divine light that is shone into the human heart has a certain 
kind of effect on an unbelieving heart.  Being a Christian means that you see Jesus as 
glorious.  That you are drawn to him you have an attraction to him.  That you are growing 
in your belief that he is what your entire being was made for.  That you are becoming 
ever increasingly content satisfied and joy-filled through being known by him.  An 
unbeliever doesn’t have this.  They do not see Jesus as glorious.  This is the key 
distinction between the Church and the rest of the world.  We see Jesus as glorious the 
rest of the world sees him, “as a good man” or a prophet, or even lier and false teacher.  
We see him as the God of the Universe who has to the point of death loved us.  
  It is this light into darkness that changes everything.  In the OT light is a kind of 
attribute of God.  Ps 104:2 says that light is His garment.  To be near the presence of God 
is to be in light as in Exod. 13:21 and Neh 9:12.  Hab 3:4 says light dwells with Him.  
God is the Lord of both darkness and light so only he is able to turn darkness into light in 
Ps. 139:11-12.  Even in the OT the light of God is directly linked to salvation. Ps 27:1 
says, “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear.” So also the motif of 
turning to the light of God that we have seen in Second Corinthians is present in the OT 
as well.   
 In the NT the first explicit showing  of the glorious face of Jesus Christ and light 
of God is in Jesus’ transfiguration (Matt 17:2).  Just as we have been talking about in this 
text the disciples where seen as light-bearers that pass on the divine light of God that they 
have received in Christ.  In John 8:12 Jesus refers to himself as the light of the world.7  
So just as God is light in the OT so also Jesus  is that same light in the NT. 
 It is this darkness into the light through the gospel that bible speaks of 
transformation.  When there is no light everything is covered in darkness. Paul writes in 
Eph 5:11-13 that evil deeds are done and hidden in darkness, but light exposes such 
things.  The gospel gives people a securing peace of living in the light.  If your in Christ 
your in the light. This allows you to be open about your struggles with dark deeds.  To 
bring to light struggles with things like anger, pornography, drunkenness, sexual 
promiscuity etc.  Christians are free to repent of these things before God because Jesus 
has paid for their price for these sins.  And we also know that because of that we are 
secure enough that we can confess to our brothers and sisters.  Knowing that even if they 
do judge us sinfully our peace is not found in their opinion of us but in Gods adoption of 
us.  Our church should be growing out of judging each other when brothers or sister 
confess sin and into offering love and prayer. And this growth comes through coming 
more into the light of the gospel.   
 There is a  further communal aspect of this light of the gospel.  Quickly here are 2 
things. 1) We should be calling each other out on sin.  Exposing the deeds of darkness 
that we see in each other.  And on the flip side we should be calling out the light of the 
gospel we see in each other.  Affirming the work of the Lord we see in each others lives.  
2) This Light of the gospel has an anti-gossiping feature to it.  If we hear things about 
others in our community living in the light means going to that person with your problem 
with that person not talking about them behind their back.  Don’t promote gossip by 
doing it along with a gossiper instead call it out.  I think most of us know this but 
practicing  it can be hard.  In the moment of a gossipy opportunity we forget.   But here is 
how important this is friends, nothing can destroy communities of believers more than 
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gossip.  May our Father show us more how to live in the glorious light of the gospel.  
And it is through his son that we will be able  to do so which brings me to 
 
3. The Face of Jesus Christ.   
 And I will close with this.  “The face of God is the aspect of God that concerns 
humanity.”8  In the OT it most often has to do with how God is relating to people.  It is 
often cast as ether his gracious turning to people or his disappointed turning form them.   
Furthermore in the OT the lifting of Gods face implies salvation (Num 6:25) while the 
hiding of his face assumes judgment (Ps 13:2).   As we said above the first time we see 
the glorious face of God in the NT is as the transfiguration of Jesus.  The next key text in 
understanding the Face of God in the NT is 2 Cor 4:6.  As we just saw in the OT God use 
his face to express ether his delight or judgment of Israel.  What Paul is telling us here in 
verse 6 is that God has turned toward us graciously in a final way in Jesus Christ.   
 Furthermore Paul expects his readers to contrast “the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ” with the story of Moses that writes about in chapter 3.  Moses had to cover 
his face so that Israel would not be judged by God.  Now the face of Christ still 
represents the glory of God but the same time also represents the mercy of God.  Because 
it was in Christ that God’s wrath was satisfied for our sins.  In the person of Jesus Christ 
God maintained his glory and at put his mercy on display. With unveiled faces we can 
look into the face of Jesus and be filled with hope, peace, joy, and love.  No longer must 
we fear the holiness of God that our totally deprived flesh would melt under.  Faith in the 
finished work of Jesus means having his face to look into that has marked your salvation.  
Trust in Jesus and find in his wonderful face what you have always been looking for.  If 
you have trusted Jesus in this way then this is the best news in the world. Go out and tell 
people about it. 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Phil on Sunday morning, February 10, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written 

to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 
proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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