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Text 
1
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner 

of everything, 
2
but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 

3
In the same way we 

also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the 

fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
5
to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6
And because you are sons, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7
So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 

and if a son, then an heir through God.  

 

Introduction 

 Christmas is full of some crazy stuff right? You have talking snowmen, flying 

reindeer, a large man breaking into your house at night to leave you gifts.  Just as an 

aside, in my neighborhood when someone breaks into your house at night they usually 

don’t leave you any gifts.  It is quite the opposite.  But this stuff is kind of nuts right?  It’s 

so farfetched.   

And then there is the central idea of Christmas, that God became a man.  Now that 

concept is mind blowing.  In some sense it sounds just as crazy as all those other things.  

Many people, maybe most, do lump all these things together.  Reindeer, snowman, Jesus, 

they see it as all myth.  It’s so farfetched; it’s so crazy.  And in some sense they’re right 

to think this is crazy.  This concept should blow our minds.  To think that God, this 

almighty, holy, untouchable being could or would take on human flesh is unfathomable.  

This is way beyond our normal realms of thinking.   

But today we’re going to look at something that I think is just as mind blowing 

and that is this: if we can assume that God is this incredibly holy being beyond our reach, 

whether you take that from Scripture or even if you just see that in the world around you 

and then if we begin to see how far we as humans have gone away from this wonderful 

God throughout the entire course of history, then how crazy is it to think that this God 

would make a way for us to be brought into such a close relationship with Him that he 

would even call us his children?  I can see how it can be difficult to believe that God 

actually came in the flesh, that is that Jesus really is God Incarnate, though I think there 

are really good arguments for that.  But even beyond that, isn’t it possibly even more 

earth shattering to ponder that if God actually did come in the flesh,  that it was in order 

to save us despite the ways that we have wronged him?  That to me is crazy.  The 

physical side of things, yeah that is pretty mind boggling but the implications of his 

coming despite how undeserved we are, that is the part that grips me. 
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So today we’ll look at just that: why Jesus needed to come, why it was Jesus who 

needed to come and lastly what his coming means for us.  And the main thing that we’re 

going to see in this passage today is that God sent his Son so that you could become a 

son. 
 

Let’s Pray… 

 

The Need for His Coming 

Before we get specifically into our text for today I think we need to set the stage a 

little bit for what Paul is going to tell us.  To do that I think we can start with the basic 

question: Did Christ need to come? Was this thing called the Incarnation even necessary?  

This question is simple but it’s crucial to our understanding of the Gospel.  We have to 

understand that if we don’t get this question right then we will completely miss Jesus and 

his message.  What we’re really asking with this question is essentially: “Do we need a 

Savior?”  

 It doesn’t take us long in reading the Bible to see that humanity is truly in a 

broken relationship with God.  In the beginning God created man good and they were in 

an uncorrupted state.  They were truly at home with God in the garden, in this close 

personal loving relationship with God as their Father.  But quickly after that we see the 

man and woman reject God’s good commandments and try to put themselves in the place 

of Lord.  God made it very clear that the consequences for their sin was death.  With that 

we see right away that the relationship between God and humans changed.  The first 

couple is suddenly hiding in fear from the God with whom they were just walking 

alongside. 

And from then on, story after story in the Bible continues to show mankind 

sinning against God and each other and the consequences for sin, both death and the 

corruption that comes along with it, are spread to all people for all time.  By the time we 

get to Paul in the New Testament, in describing the state of humanity he says: “All have 

sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23) “None is righteous.” “All have 

turned aside; together they have become worthless” (Rom. 3:10-11).  We were so far 

gone that in Ephesians he says that “You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which 

you once walked.”  In Romans he says that we were “slaves of sin” (Rom 6:17).  So the 

biblical impression of the state of humanity is dim.  Humanity is completely helpless and 

have wandered far away from God as Father.  We were condemned to death as a 

punishment for our sins and we have digressed into a corrupted state.   

But what if we just look around us?  If we look at history we can easily see our 

corrupted state.  We have a long history of wars and genocides and people sinning against 

God and other people.  We see sin at its fullest.  Last week’s shoootings were no small 

reminder of the sinfulness of humanity.  Yet are you and I much different?  Do we not 

have the same selfishness raging within us? Sure maybe we won’t go out and kill anyone 

but isn’t there a sense where we have the same sort of hatred within us?  Apart from 

Christ we are all left helpless in our sin.  We don’t have control over it or freedom from 

it.  We stand condemned and by it we are separated from God as our Father.   So do we 

need a Savior?  We are in desperate need of a Savior.   

So the next question we can ask: “What then are we looking for in a Savior?” 

What do we need to fix this incurable state?  Well, first off we need someone to die for 
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us.  We need someone to take our punishment of death or else we need to suffer it 

ourselves.  It would be untrue of God to go back on his word and remove the death 

penalty for sin.  So someone had to pay the price.  But we can ask: “What about the 

sacrifices they did in the Old Testament? Why weren’t those good enough?”  The author 

of Hebrews tells us that “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 

sins.”  So there is a need for a human to take on this curse.  It also says: “For since the 

law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these 

realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make 

perfect those who draw near.”  It says they would never “make perfect those who draw 

near.”  We see that there is both a sense that someone had to die our death as the 

punishment that God instituted but also there is the heightened issue that in order to be 

brought back to the incorruptible state we were once in, humanity needed not just a 

Savior who could die for them, or perhaps the sacrifices would have been enough, but 

they also needed a Savior who could recreate them and bring them back into a state of 

perfection before God the Father.   

 The early church father Athanasius says it beautifully so I will not be afraid to 

quote him at length.  He says: “No, repentance [alone] could not meet the case.” 

Otherwise maybe God could just pronounce forgiveness on us and move on.  “What—or 

rather Who was it that was needed for such grace and such recall as we required? Who 

save the Word of God Himself, Who also in the beginning had made all things out of 

nothing?  His part it was, and His alone, both to bring again the corruptible to 

incorruption and to maintain for the Father His consistency of character with all.  For He 

alone, being Word of the Father and above all, was in consequence both able to recreate 

all, and worthy to suffer on behalf of all and to be an ambassador for all with the Father.”   

 So do we need a Savior? Yes, we are in desperate need.  And we see that Jesus 

Christ alone could be the only sufficient Savior.  Paul says that the law was not sufficient.  

“For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by 

the law” (Gal. 3:21).  But the law couldn’t save us; rather it just revealed our sin to us 

more fully.  It showed us the gap that exists between God and ourselves.  Paul says that 

the law served as a guardian to help along the way but that people actually became 

enslaved to it.  Paul uses a metaphor here in Galatians to describe our relationship to God 

before Christ came:  He says that apart from Christ we were more like household slaves.  

We had no real rights to the Master’s estate. 

 

Jesus Comes as the Perfect Savior 
But then we get to v. 4 in our text.  And Paul says: “But…”  Yes we were 

enslaved to sin, yes we were in a state of corruption without hope, yes we were enslaved 

under a law that couldn’t save us but only showed us how lost we were… “But… when 

the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law…”  Finally the Christmas verse.   

“When the fullness of time had come”—that phrase says so much.  You know 

when things are really dark in life and you’re sort of in those transition points of life?  

Like maybe you are out of work and you’re applying for jobs or when you’re not sure 

what the next step in life is and you’re applying for schools and nothing seems to be 

coming through and everything feels heavy and gets harder and harder and you’re in this 

sort of dark tunnel in life and then all of a sudden everything comes through.  Maybe God 
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answers all of your prayers in ways better than you could have imagined.  Does that ever 

happen to you?  It’s like the weight is lifted, the darkness unveiled and all that you’ve 

hoped for in all those months or years has come to fruition.  That’s what this phrase “the 

fullness of time” is like…but times ten thousand.  The world lay in darkness, Israel was 

waiting for their Messiah…and then the fullness of time came.  All that the Old 

Testament looked forward to—the promise to Abraham’s family to be a blessing to all 

nations, the hope of a Davidic King who could rule forever, the hope of a Messiah who 

could save the people from their sins and restore them to God—all came to fruition when 

the fullness of time had come and God sent forth his Son.  It was in this perfect time that 

God brought forth Jesus.  One of the lines that we don’t usually sing in O Holy Night is 

“Long lay the world in sin and darkness pining-Till He appeared, gift of infinite worth!”  

The world was yearning for his coming and then God sent him down to us.   

But who is this Jesus and how is he the perfect Savior?  There’s a lot of theology 

packed into this one little verse: “God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law.”  This one little sentence says so much about who Jesus is.  It tells us about both his 

deity and his humanity.  We can look at it in those two parts.   

First, “God sent forth his Son.”  This little phrase tells us two very important 

things that we need to acknowledge about Christ concerning his deity.
1
  The first is the 

eternal deity of Christ.  For Paul to say that “God sent forth his Son” is to acknowledge 

that the Son of God did not come into existence at the Incarnation but, as a number of 

other texts confirm, was at the beginning with the Father.  1 Cor. 8:6 says we have “one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” “For by 

him all things were created, in heaven and on earth….all things were created through him 

and for him…For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell…” (Col 1:16).  As 

the Creed confirms Jesus was begotten, not made.  He was with God in the beginning.  

This is what settles our issue of needing to be recreated.  We were in such a state of 

deadness that the only one who could bring us out of it was the One who was creating in 

the beginning.   

The second thing we can see concerning Jesus’ deity is that there was a divine 

intentionality to His coming.  This was not a haphazard, last-ditch effort on God’s part to 

extend a hand to humanity but rather it was the event planned from the creation of the 

world.  So we see the author of Hebrews quoting Jesus as saying “Behold, I have come to 

do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.”  Christ’s coming into 

the world for the salvation of man was planned from the beginning and came about 

“when the fullness of time had come.” 

The second major thing emphasized here is Jesus’ humanity.  He says Jesus was 

born of a woman and born under the law.  He emphasizes that this really happened in real 

time and space and that Jesus became a real human being.  As one author put it, “While 

Jesus’ conception was supernatural, his birth was perfectly normal, complete with a dingy 

manger, soiled swaddling clothes, and other unsanitary conditions attending the birth of a 

poor peasant in Ancient Palestine.”
2
  At his birth Jesus fully came in the flesh.  But why?  

As we said before, because of our condition we needed a perfect sacrifice and no animal 

or other human could be the once for all sacrifice.  We needed a man and we needed him 

to be truly perfect.   

Not only was Jesus a man but he was a Jewish man.  Jesus was born “under the 

law.”  Yet unlike all who were under the law before him, He fulfilled the demands of the 
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law perfectly.  This is crucial.  Though being under the law like all other Jews, the law 

did not reveal sin in Jesus.  Rather it proved that he was the only sinless one.  He didn’t 

need the guardianship of the law that Paul talks about but rather came to bring his people 

to the point where they too could be freed from the law’s demands by putting their faith 

in him as the one who could fulfill the law.
3
   

 

Our Sonship in Christ 

So what does this all mean for us?  God sent his son; he came as a man, lived a 

perfect life, fulfilled every element of the law and died a sacrificial death on behalf of 

those who sinned against him from the beginning.  And all “to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”   

Now let’s take a quick second to address that term “sons.”  Some of the women in 

the room might be thinking that this sounds a bit sexist, a bit gender exclusive.
4
  But we 

have to see what Paul is really saying by using the term “sons.”  In the first century to be 

a son was to be in a good position.  Sons were given their family’s entire inheritance.  It 

was the son who took over his family’s land and was put in charge of everything, 

whereas the women were given nothing.  We can agree that this practice was unfair to 

women but we have to see that what Paul is saying here is radically inclusive of women 

and completely subversive to the culture he was living in.  Paul, speaking to men and 

women says that “in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God…heirs according to promise.”    

That is to say that all who are in Christ, everyone in God’s family, whether male or 

female, are given this status of sons which means they are heirs of the kingdom of God.  

One pastor said that for women this should make you feel no more uncomfortable than 

when men are called the bride of Christ.  These are metaphors and they are incredibly 

powerful when we let them speak in their context.   

In Christ’s coming to the earth and paying our penalty of death and recreating us 

we have been given adoption as sons.  So those who put their faith in Christ are no longer 

slaves.  We saw that because of our sin that was our position.  We were bound in slavery.  

All were alienated from God but with the coming of Christ God has made a way for the 

restoration of the union that humans once had with God.  For those of you who have 

trusted in Christ Jesus as your Savior, because of his coming and through his death and 

resurrection, your status has been changed to that of a son.  This idea of adoption is a 

legal one but it’s not just a transfer of names or homes.  Something we have to see here is 

that this isn’t some backwoods, sleeping out in the barn, you do our dishes and we’ll give 

you some gruel at the end of the day sort of adoption.  This is the real deal!  This is full 

sonship.  Paul says “you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God” (v. 7).  You are now real sons of God with all the rights and privileges of a 

natural son.  Now, that is a crazy thought considering that God’s only natural son is 

Jesus.  This is a big deal, a huge status change.  This status comes only as you are found 

in Christ.    

What does this status of sonship in Christ do to us?  For one thing, it should give 

us a sense of deep security.  You have been given full rights to the master’s estate and 

you don’t have to work for it.  We had a lot of ground to make up but Christ has paid for 

your adoption.  You are now free to enjoy the benefits of being a natural son.  Some of us 

struggle with this, though.  We can recognize that we don’t deserve the status of sonship 

because we know we’re not good enough, but instead of really accepting this change of a 
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new legal status in Christ, we in essence ask God to let us work for him, to be a sort of 

paid servant in his house, like the Prodigal son who comes back and begs to be like one 

of the father’s hired servants.  We can’t believe that we’d be accepted into God’s house 

so we try our hardest to work our way in.  But the problem is God doesn’t allow that.  

You are right in thinking that we couldn’t possibly deserve the status of sonship but God 

says that the only way in for us is to freely accept the gift of his Son.  It is only by his 

work that we can be sons.  And if we can accept that it should give us a deep sense of 

security.  You’re off the hook. You no longer have to be a slave.  God is your Father and 

he wants to have an intimate relationship with you.   

And this adoption is not only a change of status, though that has great 

implications.  There is an existential reality to our adoption through the work of the Holy 

Spirit.  Through the Holy Spirit who indwells believers we can actually encounter God as 

Father.  Paul says in v. 6 “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit makes it so that we can speak to God 

in this intimate way as our Father.  He is our connection to God as Father and through 

Him we can truly come to God and treat him like our Father and he treat us as his sons.  

In Rom. 8 Paul says: “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  For we do not know 

what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groaning too 

deep for words” and “he intercedes for the Saints according to the will of God.”  So the 

Spirit is our connection to God as Father and through Him we can really live here and 

now in this renewed union with God as our Father.   

For some of us that concept is new. Maybe you never had a father who loved you 

so much, whom you could really come to with all of your problems, whom you could 

trust to love you.  I hope that you can begin to see just how loving God who was willing 

to send his only natural son to die a sacrificial death, in order to bring you into his family.   

There is also a future sense to our adoption.  Because we are sons we are also 

heirs to an inheritance.  You see, the Bible is not ignorant to the suffering and pain that 

life brings.  In fact it fully embraces that those are very real parts of life but it doesn’t 

leave one hopeless.  There is a sense to our adoption that there is more to come.  Paul 

says: “And not only the creation but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”  

Ephesians 1 confirms that when you believed the Gospel, you “were sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession 

of it” (Eph. 1:13-14).  There is more to come for those adopted into God’s family and the 

Spirit who dwells within believers is a sign and a down payment guarantee of the future 

redemption of our bodies which is the completion of our adoption that has already begun.  

So we can have great hope for the future even in the midst of our present sufferings.  Paul 

says that he doesn’t consider that the sufferings of this present time are worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  That future day is when we will be fully 

renewed and restored to a perfect relationship with God.  We have the Spirit working in 

us now, sanctifying us, as a guarantee of that day.  So we can have hope that our full 

inheritance as sons of God will come.   
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As one sign of our status as sons in his household the Lord invites us to eat at this 

table with him.  So now Nathan’s going to lead us in coming to the Lord’s Table.   

 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 

May you rest in your adoption as sons in the household of God knowing that the Spirit 

himself intercedes for you and “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

through his Spirit who dwells in you” (Rom. 8:26, 11). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Ryan 

Christie on Sunday morning, December 23, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to 

be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and proclaims 

the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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