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Paul Tripp says that the Bible is a story with a beginning and an end that never 

ends.  Today we’ve been rehearsing the story of the Bible, hitting its four major sections.  

We started with Creation.  Then we looked at the Fall.  Then we looked at the Rescue.  

Now I’m going to talk for just a little while about the Restoration.  The Bible tells us how 

it all began and how it will never end.  The Good News is about something that happened 

in the past but has profound implications for the future. 

After Jesus accomplished his great rescue of fallen sinners – dying and rising 

again – he ascended into heaven, sent his Spirit to empower his followers to testify to 

what he had done, and he promised to come back after this Good News had been 

proclaimed throughout the whole world.  His return will spell doom for all who have not 

put their faith in him, but to those who have been rescued it will be bliss.  This is what 

it’s ultimately for. 

There are several places to see this promise in the Bible: 

 

1Thessalonians 4:16-17 – “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 

with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 

God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and 

are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.” 

 

2Peter 3:12-13 – “That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, 

and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are 

looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.” 

 

And there are many others that talk about “the blessed hope – the glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13)… 

 

 But the clearest is probably right at the end of the Bible in Revelation 21.  John, in 

his apocalyptic vision, gets a glimpse of the end, which is not really the end at all but as 

C.S. Lewis described it – all of this will prove to only be the cover and title page; that 

will be the beginning of “Chapter One of the Great Story, which no one on earth has read: 

which goes on for ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.” 

 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away…”  [It’s described with many beautiful metaphors and 

descriptions – a city, a bride, garden-like, temple-like…]  “And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will 

live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 

be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 

away.’” 

 



 A caveat and then a few observations.  First, this future bliss for those rescued by 

Christ is a sure promise, but the details are still a little blurry simply because we have no 

way to fully comprehend in our current state the joys that await.  So we only have 

analogies and illustrations and comparisons and faint glimmers.  But here’s some of what 

we do know: 

 

(1) It will be physical.  The final state of believers will not be ethereal, mystical, non-

corporeal (disembodied).  We’re not talking about nirvana and dissolving into the 

universe or a shadowy place of spirits.  It’s as real as Jesus’ resurrected body that 

walked out of a tomb and ate fish.  It is a restoration of the created order, not an 

escape from it.  God made a physical world and God has entered that physical 

world to rescue it.  That means what’s coming includes trees, music, sports, 

smells, food, something you can touch… 

(2) It will be forever.  And here’s where restoration language is less than helpful.  

Jesus’ crucified body didn’t just undergo a resuscitation, but a resurrection.  And 

it’s not that the world will just be reset back to the Garden of Eden and we will be 

in a really good place but able to botch it up again.  No, we’re getting the full 

completion of that original creation.  The first man – Adam – was given a task as 

a test.  If he succeeded he would have entered into God’s eternal rest, given a 

glorified immortal body, brought the creation to a place of fulfillment and 

perfection.  But he failed.  Right?  The last man – Jesus – succeeded where Adam 

failed and in so doing won for us the end goal that Adam was supposed to aim for.  

What we get from Jesus is not just a restoration to Adam’s pre-fall state, but really 

the fruition of what could have been achieved if Adam never fell.  And it’s 

secured by Jesus’ perfect life, sufficient death, and definitive resurrection never to 

die again.  It’s not ours to earn or to achieve or accomplish, but to enjoy.  So we 

don’t get the Garden of Eden, we get the New Jerusalem (the Garden subdued and 

filled) to live in and enjoy forever and ever and ever.  Everything so far in this 

world (even pre-fall) has been temporary, provisional.  My kids cry after 

vacations and long weekends to fun places and visits to grandparents’ houses.  

Why?  Because something good came to an end.  What do I tell them?  That’s a 

longing for heaven; heaven is the only good thing that will never come to an end.  

That brings me to my third observation… 

(3) It will be felicitous, to keep the alliteration going (physical, forever, and 

felicitious).  That just means it will be good.  It will be really good.  Nothing good 

will be withheld from you there and then.  Happy.  Have you seen The Pursuit of 

Happyness?  At the end he says, “This part of my life, this little part, is called 

happiness.”  Well heaven is pure happiness forever.  If you take the greatest 

experience of good you have had in this world (got it?), subtract all the actual 

tainting of sin and evil that was present (and though those may not be obvious in 

your memory, they were really there), and then multiply it by infinity, and then 

prolong it for infinity, that’s what we’re talking about.  For many of us those 

times were in our nostalgic past, our childhood or early years.  The reminisces 

have a halcyon glow and as we get older our abilities for feeling pleasure in some 

ways diminish.  You know how they say that youth is wasted on the young?  But 

if there is a heaven, and it’s physical and forever and felicitous, then we will have 



the glorified bodies and the fully sanctified souls to enjoy life to the max.  And so 

our best days are ahead of us! 

(4) Finally, number four has two ‘f’s  What makes the new creation truly glorious and 

good?  It’s that God is there.  So the last and most important observation is that 

what God in Christ has secured for us is God’s favor and fellowship – a physical, 

forever, felicitous experience of God’s favor and fellowship.  It’s not just the 

elimination of suffering and the experience of good, it’s that we “will be his 

people, and God himself will be with us and be our God.  “For Christ died for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God” (1Pe. 3:18).  

If you’re an old spinster and your prince charming comes and sweeps you off 

your feet and marries you, you wouldn’t want to go on the honeymoon to Tahiti 

without him, right?  We will have the physical capacity and the endless 

opportunity to enjoy the deepest pleasure within the context of the unwavering 

experience of God’s favor and the uninhibited fellowship of the Trinity. 

(5) Let me add one more – it’s free!  We don’t earn it or achieve it.  We don’t attain 

it.  We receive it.  It’s not cheap.  It had to be earned by blood, sweat, and tears 

(lots of blood); but that’s what Jesus did.  And  

 

It blows your mind.  And here’s another weird thing – the Bible says that in some 

way, some aspects of this future can begin to be experienced in the present.  Because of 

Jesus’ rescue we can have “the hope of eternal life” (Tit. 3:7), but Jesus also says that 

“Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

condemned; he has crossed over from death to life” (Jn. 5:24).  Where are you at in this 

story?  Do you recognize you have a Creator to whom you are accountable and for whom 

you were made.  Do you acknowledge your disobedience, the consequences, and thus 

your desperate need?  Can you see how gracious God has been to provide a rescue?  And 

have you put your faith and hope in him and begun to experience his favor and fellowship 

even now that will go on forever? 

 


