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APOLOGETICS FOR YOUR OWN SOUL 

	

Introduction	
Most	often	the	aim	of	Christian	apologetics	is	to	defend	the	validity	of	the	Christian	
worldview	against	critiques	and	opposing	worldviews	of	those	who	do	not	share	the	same	
faith.		However,	there	come	times	when	the	worldview,	which	we,	Christians,	hold	firmly	as	
real	and	solid	as	gold;	therefore,	wish	to	defend	with	passion	of	certainty,	will	appear	
perplexing	and	impossible	in	devastating	irony.		In	distress	the	psalmist	cried	out,	“When	
the	foundations	are	being	destroyed,	what	can	the	righteous	do	(Ps	11:3)?”			
	
In	the	course	of	our	journey	on	earth,	more	times	than	not,	circumstances	will	arise	that	we	
are	forced	to	defend	for	and	against	ourselves	the	validity	of	the	tenets	we	once	held	as	
unequivocal	truths.		These	watershed	moments	may	be	personal	tragedies,	either	singular	
or	chronic	in	nature;	difficult	world	events	or	simply	probing	questions	from	a	friend	that	
challenge	the	foundation	and	the	presuppositions	of	our	beliefs.		During	these	times,	the	
apologetics	is	no	longer	a	mere	academic	exercise,	but	a	struggle	of	life	and	death	
consequences.		Whether	you	want	to	use	the	word	apologetics	or	not,	these	are	the	times	
that	the	skeptic	you	must	address	is	yourself.		Another	psalmist	found	himself	in	a	similar	
place:	“Surely	in	vain	I	have	kept	my	heart	pure	and	have	washed	my	hands	in	innocence.		
All	day	long	I	have	been	afflicted,	and	every	morning	brings	new	punishments	(Ps	73:13‐
14).”		It	is	true	that	Christians	should	be	prepared	to	“defend”	their	faith	as	commanded	in	
the	scripture,	“Always	be	prepared	to	give	an	answer	to	everyone	who	asks	you	to	give	the	
reason	for	the	hope	that	you	have	(1	Peter	3:15)”;	however,	the	most	important	defense	
may	well	have	to	be	waged	against	the	cries	of	your	own	soul.			
	
It	is	often	the	vehicle	of	discomfort,	whether	full‐fledged	suffering	or	discontentment	of	
various	degrees,	through	which	the	beginnings	of	suspicion	enter	the	mind,	and	re‐
examination	(or	examination	for	the	first	time)	of	your	own	belief	system	becomes	its	
preoccupation.		In	the	case	of	the	psalmist	of	Ps.	73,	it	was	the	apparent	prosperity	and	
easy‐life	of	the	wicked	in	contrast	to	hardship	and	persecutions	as	the	only	rewards	for	his	
faithfulness	that	caused	him	to	question	his	own	faith.		In	the	case	of	Job,	it	was	the	question	
of	God	as	a	just	God	that	filled	the	forty‐two	chapters	of	the	enigmatic,	but	extremely	
important	book	that	bears	his	name.		In	both	of	these	examples,	the	origin	of	the	questions	
was	not	academic	in	nature,	but	intensely	personal	because	their	identity	as	believers	of	
Yahweh,	the	God	of	Abraham,	was	at	stake.		However,	the	most	intriguing	and	perhaps	the	
most	important	example	of	a	questioning	believer	is	that	of	Jesus	when	he	cried	out	during	
his	last	minutes	on	the	cross,	“Eli,	Eli,	lema	sabachthani	(My	God,	my	God,	why	have	you	
forsaken	me)?”		The	Son	of	God	asking	in	anguish	why	it	is	that	his	God	would	reject	him	not	
only	carries	numerous	theological	implications,	but	also	sheds	light	on	how	we	are	to	
understand;	and	therefore	proceed	in	times	when	we	find	ourselves	questioning	the	
foundation	we	stand	on,	and	ultimately	the	character	of	God.		
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We	should	be	able	to	answer	those	who	ask	us	why	we	believe	what	we	believe.		Training	in	
the	discipline	of	apologetics	is	of	course	a	good	way	to	become	better	at	articulating	the	
landscape	of	our	belief	and	dialoguing	with	people	of	other	beliefs.		But	it	is	God	himself	
who	trains	us	in	the	school	of	life	so	that	the	truths	of	the	gospel	become	not	merely	
regurgitated	set	of	axioms,	but	throbbing	pulses	in	our	veins	and	visions	more	real	than	the	
ground	we	walk	on.								
	
	
Seeking	and	Believing	
“For	everything	there	is	a	season,	and	a	time	for	every	matter	under	heaven,”	said	the	
Teacher	in	Ecclesiastes.		The	correct	interpretation	of	this	proverb	is	to	understand	it	
descriptively	rather	than	prescriptively.		A	season	for	a	particular	matter	under	heaven	is	
not	necessarily	chosen	by	us,	but	is	presented	to	us.		Such	is	the	time	to	born;	and	so	is	the	
time	to	die.		A	time	comes	when	we	are	allowed	on	a	blissful	ride	of	happiness,	but	another	
time	comes	when	we	are	driven	to	mourn.		So	will	the	time	come	when	we	are	led	to	seek,	
search,	or	ask	questions.			
	
You	seek	because	you	lack	something.		Christians	like	to	call	those	who	earnestly	search	for	
answers	to	serious	life	questions	the	“genuine	seekers”.			In	contrary,	it	is	often	assumed	
that	because	answers	to	important	questions	are	given	in	the	Christocentric	biblical	
framework,	mature	Christians,	who	already	adhere	to	such	framework,	no	longer	ask	
fundamental	questions	about	life	–	seekers,	having	found	the	answers,	cease	to	be	seekers.		
However,	it	is	a	misnomer	to	conclude	that	once	a	person	becomes	a	Christian,	he	ceases	to	
or	should	cease	to	be	a	genuine	seeker.		Certainly,	a	great	revelation	of	eternal	
consequences	has	been	given	to	those	who	believe.		Eyes	and	ears	have	been	opened	to	
behold	and	appreciate	the	grand	narrative	of	God’s	redeeming	love	for	the	world.		The	main	
contours	of	the	meaning	of	life	are	shown	to	us	that	we	have	the	boldness	to	speak	of	them.		
We	are	the	peculiar	folks	who	claim	that	there	is	a	wonderful	coherency	in	the	history	of	
mankind	when	told	in	God’s	story	with	Jesus	as	the	hero	in	it.		But,	this	does	not	
immediately	make	us	experts	in	life.		We	may	see	the	major	hills	and	valleys,	and	the	path	to	
the	City	of	eternal	bliss,	but	only	in	a	broad	stroke.		The	road	you	are	on	dips	below	the	
horizon	and	its	immediate	trajectory	hidden	from	you.		There	are	unexpected	detours	and	
obstacles	along	the	way.		The	same	elements	that	hamper	the	progress	of	others	hamper	
you	too.		Believing	and	accepting	Jesus	as	your	Savior	does	not	immunize	you	from	
confusion	and	bafflement	of	life.				
	
Seeking	is	an	essential	aspect	of	faith.		The	more	popular	picture	of	a	mature	faith	is	that	of	a	
person	calmly	sitting	by	raging	waves	of	stormy	ocean.		The	aspect	of	faith	that	provides	
peace	during	the	storm	is	the	most	common	understanding	of	what	faith	does	for	us.		We	
aspire	to	achieve	the	state	of	maturity	that	we	can	take	the	blows	of	tragedies	and	
difficulties	of	life	with	calmness	and	tranquil	joy	in	our	hearts.		However,	just	as	important	
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may	be	the	picture	of	a	man	wrestling	with	the	very	fact	that	he,	though	confesses	Christian	
faith,	is	not	able	to	enjoy	such	tranquility	and	satisfaction	in	the	face	of	raging	storm.			
	
We	are	told	that	Jacob	wrestled	with	God.		The	man	who	always	managed	to	have	his	way	
found	his	back	against	the	wall.		This	time,	there	was	no	other	way	but	to	face	his	brother	
who	may	still	be	seeking	revenge	for	what	Jacob	had	done	to	him	many	years	ago.		He	sends	
ahead	his	family	and	all	his	possessions	along	and	alone	spends	the	night	on	the	other	side	
of	the	Jabbok	River.		He	began	this	trip	back	home	because	he	heard	from	God.		He	heard	
that	God	would	bless	him.		But	as	the	night	drew	on	and	the	uncertainty	of	what	would	
befall	his	family,	his	possessions,	and	himself	grew	darker,	he	grabbed	the	man	of	God	and	
wrestled	him	to	the	ground.		When	the	man	wanted	to	leave	and	asked	Jacob	to	let	go,	Jacob	
said,	“I	won’t	let	you	go	until	you	bless	me.”		This	is	a	strange	request.		Jacob	could	have	
asked	that	God	ensure	the	safety	of	his	family	and	that	Esau	be	prevented	from	doing	harm	
to	them.		But,	Jacob’s	request	was	that	the	man	of	God	bless	him.		Didn’t	Jacob	know	already	
that	he	was	blessed?		God	had	met	the	younger	Jacob	at	Bethel	and	blessed	him	when	he	
was	first	fleeing	Esau	his	brother.		And,	just	before	the	wrestling	began,	Jacob	prayed	the	
prayer	that	acknowledged	his	belief	in	God’s	promise	of	blessing	on	him.		Why	then	such	a	
desperate	seeking	for	blessing?		One	could	say	that	Jacob	wrestled	with	his	own	fear	and	
doubt.		But	his	wrestling	is	also	correctly	called	a	wrestling	with	God	because	he	took	his	
fear	and	doubt	and	put	them	against	God’s	promise.		“God,	you	said	you	will	bless	me.		I	
believe	it,	but	yet,	I	have	difficulty	believing	it	now.		Bless	me	again,	then.		Tell	it	to	my	soul	
that	I	am	blessed	by	you.”		The	following	verse	in	Genesis	32:31	is	one	of	the	most	
picturesque	passages	in	the	scripture,	“The	sun	rose	above	him	as	he	passed	Peniel,	and	he	
was	limping	because	of	his	hip.”		All	night	Jacob	sought	in	darkness	for	hope	against	hope.		
And	a	new	day	dawned	for	new	Jacob,	Israel,	who	wrestled	with	God	and	prevailed.		All	his	
life,	every	time	he	would	take	a	step	and	find	himself	limping,	he	would	be	reminded	of	the	
night	when	God	answered	his	request	and	made	good	his	promise.		It	is	in	his	weakness,	he	
prevailed	against	God.			
	
Seeking	in	itself	is	not	a	virtue,	but	true	Christian	seeking	is	fueled	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God	
who	gave	himself	for	him.		It	is	because	you	believe	him	to	be	your	all	that	you	ask	him	not	
only	for	monetary	provisions,	but	also	for	unshakable	knowledge	of	him	and	a	vision	of	his	
glory	that	quells	your	restless	soul.			
	
We	are	assured	that	because	God	loves	us	as	his	children	he	disciplines	us.		The	disciplining	
involves	correction	as	well	training.		It	requires	mental	or	physical	exertion	from	those	
being	disciplined	(“No	discipline	seems	pleasant	at	the	time,	but	painful.	Later	on,	however,	
it	produces	a	harvest	of	righteousness	and	peace	for	those	who	have	been	trained	by	it”	
Hebrews	12:11).			When	a	tragedy	or	a	hardship	hits,	we	can	be	certain	it	is	engineered	by	
the	hand	of	the	heavenly	Father	who	intends	for	our	good	in	all	things	(Rom	8:28).		
Therefore,	his	goal	in	bring	us	into	hard	times	must	be	to	carve	out	a	deeper	well	in	our	
souls	that	know	with	ever	realer	sense	and	increasing	certainty	that	the	heavenly	Father	is	
indeed	loving.		It	is	important	to	note	the	words	later	on	in	the	Hebrews	verse	just	quoted.			
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The	harvest	of	righteousness	and	peace	comes	later	on,	after	a	prolonged	period	of	arduous	
growth.		Faith	produces	more	faith;	it	is	the	faith	in	the	loving	Father	that	produces	deeper	
faith	in	him	and	repeats	that	cycle	until	faith	becomes	sight	(which	doesn’t	necessary	mean	
that	faith	will	cease	to	exist,	but	that’s	a	side	issue	for	now).		Seeking	is	an	important	
component	of	that	cycle	of	faith	–	or	more	appropriate	image	may	be	a	spiral	since	the	end	
point	is	closer	to	the	center	than	the	starting	point	in	a	spiral	while	in	a	circle	the	distance	to	
the	center	never	changes.		In	fact,	two	points	in	the	spiral	of	faith,	each	marking	distinct	
moment	of	noticeable	growth	in	your	faith,	will	be	connected	by	a	period	of	seeking.		
	
If	indeed	it	is	the	will	of	God	to	strengthen	our	faith	to	grasp	the	breadth,	the	length,	the	
height,	and	the	depth	of	the	love	of	Christ	and	to	know	that	love	in	a	way	that	surpasses	
knowledge,	then	he	will	certainly	bring	times	of	seeking	to	our	path.			
	
	
Seeking	and	Dying	
Each	God‐caused	time	of	seeking	will	produce	a	death	in	us.		Paul’s	cry	of	longing	in	Phil	
3:10‐11	speaks	of	it:	“I	want	to	know	Christ—yes,	to	know	the	power	of	his	resurrection	and	
participation	in	his	sufferings,	becoming	like	him	in	his	death,	and	so,	somehow,	attaining	to	
the	resurrection	from	the	dead.”		Immediately,	it	is	clear	that	I	want	to	know	implies	that	
Paul	does	not	yet	know	to	the	level	he	wants	to	know;	therefore,	he	seeks	to	know.		Paul	
was	a	seeker.		Furthermore,	knowing	Christ	includes	knowing	the	power	of	resurrection,	
but	also	involves	suffering	that	leads	to	death	in	route.		The	goal	of	seeking	is	not	death,	but	
knowledge.		However,	seeking	will	bring	us	through	death.			Paul	did	not	embrace	suffering	
because	there	is	virtue	in	suffering	in	itself,	but	because	suffering	producing	death	in	him	
brought	knowledge	of	Christ.			
	
There’s	a	peculiar	passage	in	Romans	2:7‐8.	“To	those	who	by	persistence	in	doing	good	
seek	glory,	honor	and	immortality,	he	will	give	eternal	life.		But	for	those	who	are	self‐
seeking	and	who	reject	the	truth	and	follow	evil,	there	will	be	wrath	and	anger.”		The	
reward	of	eternal	life	is	promised	to	those	who	persistently	seek	glory,	honor,	and	
immortality.		It	will	become	crystal	clear	in	the	coming	chapters	of	Romans	that	there’s	no	
justification,	thus	eternal	life	with	God,	outside	the	faith	in	Christ.		So	the	natural	question	is	
how	is	seeking	glory,	honor	and	immortality	a	picture	of	working	faith?		Why	is	it	necessary	
to	seek	if	the	object	of	desire	is	already	granted?		Or	why	does	one	seek	even	after	what	he	
seeks	has	been	found?		Again,	Paul	confessed	in	Phil	3	that	he	wants	to	know	Christ.		
Obviously	it	does	not	mean	that	Paul	has	little	knowledge	about	Christ	and	wants	to	know	
him	for	the	first	time.		Paul’s	longing	is	to	know	Christ	that	leads	to	the	resurrection	from	
the	dead.		It	may	be	safe	to	say,	then,	that	knowing	Christ	in	Paul’s	mind	is	a	process	that	
involves	death	and	new	life.		And	perhaps,	this	is	what	Paul	has	also	in	mind	in	Romans	2:7‐
8	that	those	who	are	on	the	path	to	eternal	life	are	those,	once	captured	by	the	glory	of	the	
promise,	continue	to	seek	to	obtain	the	finality	of	that	promise,	‐	the	glory,	the	honor,	the	
immortality	of	the	new	life	in	Christ	that	will	last	in	eternity.		Knowing	Christ	is	not	static.		It	
moves	forward	and	strains	ahead.		It’s	prepared	for	death	in	order	to	taste	life.			
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Seeking	produces	death	in	that	the	process	of	seeking	results	in	deconstruction	of	your	
presuppositions.		Of	course	the	goal	of	seeking	is	to	attain	the	object	of	that	very	seeking.		
But	as	a	famous	songwriter	once	sang,	could	it	be	that	questions	tell	us	more	than	answers	
ever	do?		It	was	similar	with	Job	and	his	questions.		He	never	received	direct	answers	to	his	
questions.		Yet,	God	challenged	Job’s	questions	with	the	set	of	questions	of	his	own.		At	the	
end,	the	result	was	Job’s	epiphany,	“My	ears	had	heard	of	you	but	now	my	eyes	have	seen	
you.		Therefore	I	despise	myself	and	repent	in	dust	and	ashes.”			
	
If	the	time	of	seeking	is	wrought	by	God,	then	it	will	beat	upon	you	to	question	the	
presumptions	and	the	“truths”	you	have	taken	for	granted	as	unmovable	boundary	lines.		It	
does	not	mean	that	the	entire	belief	system	will	be	altered	following	a	time	of	seeking	(it	
may	be	so	for	those	who	are,	for	the	first	time,	coming	to	embrace	the	Christian	worldview).		
However,	it	means	that	the	process	will	make	sure	that	you’ll	know	in	your	gut	and	in	your	
blood	what	you	thought	you	once	knew.		And	as	in	the	case	of	Job,	it	will	usually	involve	a	
moment	of	despising	yourself	when	you	become	aware	of	how	presumptuously	you	thought	
you	knew	as	the	greater	reality	of	the	truth	is	unveiled	for	you.					
	
Seeking	Everyday	
Seeking	should	be	an	everyday	activity	of	mind	and	soul.		A	dramatic	event	is	not	necessary	
for	seeking,	even	though	God	will	often	use	it	to	jump‐start	your	seeking.		And	seeking	seeks	
neither	sensationalism	nor	elitism.		Seeking	is	honest	and	will	not	be	satisfied	by	things	that	
are	not	genuine.		For	example,	a	seeking	soul	will	ask,	even	amidst	extravagant	outpouring	
of	experiential	bliss,	how	Christ	is	the	Lord	of	that	moment.		At	the	same	time,	a	seeking	
mind	will	not	rest	until	a	theoretical	truth	rings	joyful	noise	in	the	heart.		In	another	words,	
seeking	seeks	because	there’s	a	dichotomy	between	what	is	supposed	to	be	true	and	what	is	
true	now.		Seeking	is	a	natural	byproduct	of	living	in	a	world	of	here	but	not	yet.		Christians	
have	been	sold	to	the	idea	that	Christ’s	death	and	resurrection	was	a	cosmic	event	that	fixed	
all	wrong	things	right	and	crooked	things	straight	and	that	the	insatiable	longing	for	
happiness	can	be	quenched.		Sometimes,	the	reality	of	it	is	as	bright	as	the	noonday	sun,	but	
sometimes,	and	more	times	than	not,	it	is	dim	with	its	light	barely	making	it	through	the	
thick	layer	of	fog.		So	we	seek	for	the	better	glimpse	of	what	we	believe	to	be	real.			
	
Seeking	can	be	tiresome;	and	for	many,	settling	for	mediocrity	is	an	attractive	option.		The	
problem	is	that	a	prolonged	stay	in	that	place	will	make	us	become	used	to	living	in	
contradictions	with	ease.			And	further	inaction	will	result	in	a	seared	conscience,	deadness	
of	a	soul,	from	which	we	must	guard	ourselves	with	all	seriousness.	Following	is	a	list	of	
suggestions	that	may	help	learn	seek	daily:	
	
1) Learn	to	be	honest	with	yourself	and	with	God	

There’s	a	profound	sense	of	security	in	having	answers.		So	when	the	gospel	reality	is	
revealed	to	us	and	the	world	makes	sense,	we	happily	rest	securely	in	it.		However	as	life	
goes	on,	the	certainty	in	the	world	we	once	found	joyfully	neat	will	be	challenged	one	way	
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or	another.		It	is	important	that	we	remain	honest	and	learn	to	walk	in	discomfort	because	
of	the	lingering	questions	and	doubt.		It	is	important	to	acknowledge	the	seeming	
contradictions	in	your	worldview	and	bring	them	to	God	who	says	otherwise.			It	may	be	our	
natural	tendency	to	explain	away	doubts	as	quickly	as	possible	or	keep	them	tucked	away	in	
the	far	corner	of	our	mind	as	to	make	ourselves	believe	they	don’t	exist.		Ironically	in	doing	
so,	we	will	become	increasingly	insecure	while	our	actions	and	speeches	may	project	rock‐
solid	convictions.		When	questions	arise	within,	we	can	be	honest	because	security	does	not	
come	from	the	measure	of	how	well	we	understand	the	world,	but	from	the	very	fact	that	
the	world	we	came	to	understand	through	the	gospel	is	real,	though	we	may	not	have	all	the	
answers.		If	doubts	creep	up	and	questions	rise,	acknowledge	them	and	meet	them	head	on.		
Bring	them	before	God	and	ask	him	to	explain	for	you.		Whether	you	get	a	straight	answer	
from	him	or	not,	and	whether	it	takes	a	few	days,	several	years,	or	all	of	your	life,	he	will	be	
faithful	to	increase	your	knowledge	of	him	through	it.			

	
Here	are	two	examples	for	the	purpose	of	illustration:		
	
First	example:	let’s	say	that	you	have	been	noticing	yourself	bored	and	zoning	out	during	
Sunday	sermon.		Not	only	so,	you	are	finding	yourself	looking	for	sources	of	excitements,	
stimuli	to	your	soul	that	feels	stale.		Christian	jargons	and	Christian	stuff	are	becoming	old.		
You	may	have	some	short‐lived	moments	of	affection	and	tenderness	here	and	there,	but	
you	are	getting	tired	of	trying	to	generate	them.		You	should	first	admit	to	yourself	that	you	
are	not	happy,	that	you	are	not	experiencing	all	the	joy	and	fullness	that	should	be	yours	
because	of	what	Christ	has	done.		Then	you	should	ask	God	simply	to	help	you	see	his	
majesty.		Moses	asked	to	see	God’s	glory.		You	should	too.		Be	warned	though	that	God	has	
the	prerogative	for	choosing	when	and	how.		Also	be	careful	that	what	you	are	asking	for	is	
not	just	an	emotional	jolt,	but	a	glimpse	of	the	reality	of	the	glory	of	God	that	next	time	
someone	asks	you	what	is	God’s	glory,	you	will	be	able	to	answer	that	with	a	touch	of	
authority	and	clarity.					
	
Second	example:	let’s	say	that	your	friend	asks	you	why	a	loving	God	allows	the	natural	
disasters	to	occur	and	wipe	away	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	who	don’t	seem	to	
deserve	such	a	fate.		You	try	to	answer	your	friend	that	natural	disasters	are	consequences	
of	living	in	a	fallen	world	and	that	whether	seemingly	innocent	or	not,	all	have	sinned	
against	God	and	fall	short	of	his	glory.		But	even	as	you	answer	your	friend,	you	cannot	help	
but	to	be	asking	the	same	question	your	friend	just	asked	you.		Especially	when	you	see	the	
footage	of	the	victims	on	CNN	news,	your	heart	is	broken	and	you	wonder	why	God	would	
allow	such	a	tragedy?		You	should	bring	these	questions	to	God	and	simply	ask	him.			Ask	
him	if	his	heart	also	breaks.		Ask	him	where	was	his	love	and	tenderness	when	the	tragedy	
hit.		Ask	him	if	he	is	a	God	you	should	fear	or	love?		Ask	him	if	he	is	a	benevolent	or	scary	
God?		Spread	out	your	bible	before	him	and	ask	him	to	speak	to	you.			
	
	
2) Listen	to	others	
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We	all	know	that	there	is	a	profound	difference	in	hearing	and	listening.		We	hear	
noises,	but	listen	for	a	sound	that	piques	our	interest.		It	is	unfortunate	that	many	
Christians	automatically	tune	off	ideas	or	views	of	non‐Christians	just	because	they	are	
non‐Christian.		If	we	understand	what	it	is	like	to	live	with	questions	and	struggle	with	
apparent	contradictions	in	our	lives,	we	won’t	be	so	quick	to	dismiss	honest	cries	of	
others.		Again,	I’m	not	suggesting	that	we	let	go	of	our	Christian	convictions	as	we	
engage	and	dialogue	with	others.		Nobody	comes	to	the	table	from	a	purely	unbiased	
place	–	it	is	impossible	simply	because	we	are	human	beings	who	cannot	know	out	of	a	
vacuum.		We	know	something	because	we	know	something	else.		We	conclude	A	
because	we’ve	been	given	B.		So	it	will	be	our	Christian	“bias”	that	will	guide	and	direct	
our	examinations	and	discussions	of	other	ideas.		But	it	is	important	to	be	reminded	that	
we	don’t	have	all	the	answers	and	that	there	are	shades	and	contours	of	the	world	we	
live	in	that	non‐Christians	may	do	far	better	at	describing	and	pointing	out.		We	should	
learn	to	listen	with	humility	(not	necessarily	before	other	people,	though	we	should	
respect	them,	but	before	God	in	whose	gigantic	reality	we	live).			
	
One	of	the	ways	to	practice	listening	is	to	read	books	and	watch	movies,	or	listen	to	
music	and	see	paintings.		A	good	work	of	art	illustrates	a	slice	of	reality	with	such	
poignancy	that	it	has	the	effect	of	stirring	something	inside	us.		So	we	listen	and	
examine	carefully	what	it	was	that	the	work	of	art	illustrated	so	beautifully	that	our	
hearts	resounded	with	affirmative.		What	longing,	what	sadness,	what	joy	did	it	elicit	
from	you?		What	does	this	say	about	yourself?		And	then	you	ask	Jesus,	“Jesus,	how	are	
you	the	Lord	over	this?		See	my	heart’s	stirring.		Why	such	response?		Show	me	again	
the	glory	of	your	promises	and	the	far‐reaching	edges	of	your	kingdom.”		I’m	not	
suggesting	that	we	make	moral	judgments	about	the	art.		Of	course,	art	should	not	be	
completely	exempt	from	its	moral	consequences,	but	we	should	first	learn	to	appreciate	
the	many	complexities,	infinite	shades	and	shapes	of	the	world	we	live	in,	which	the	
artist	aptly	illustrated,	and	ask	Jesus	how	he	is	the	Lord	over	these.		But	again,	be	careful	
not	to	shortcut	the	process	by	just	quoting	the	scripture	verses	as	to	hammer	the	final	
nails	to	the	coffin	and	be	alleviated	from	the	nagging	questions	within	you.		The	fruit	of	
the	proper	wrestling	and	communing	in	Christ	through	the	process	may	be	deeper	
hunger	and	longing	in	you	for	the	world	to	come	and	a	greater	appreciation	for	the	art	
and	compassion	for	the	world	that	can	see	and	show	beauty	in	heartbreaking	vividness,	
but	knows	not	the	Beautiful	Par	Excellence,	the	Perfecter	of	all	longings.		
	
	

3) Ask	God	Often	
We	should	ask	God	more	often.		It	sounds	too	obvious	to	say	that	we	should	ask	God,	but	
how	often	do	we	really	ask	God	questions?		We	are	good	at	asking	for	things	from	him,	
but	we	don’t	seem	to	ask	him	questions	like	we	ask	our	instructors	or	teachers.		If	
questions	and	doubts	arise,	we	should	bring	them	to	God	and	ask	him	face	to	face.		Of	
course	you	don’t	want	to	be	an	arrogant	brat	(Note	that	even	Job	was	crossing	the	line	
in	a	way	and	was	“rebuked”	for	it	during	God’s	comeback	questions	to	him).			But	he	is	
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our	father	in	heaven	who	loves	us.		So	ask	him	questions	and	ask	him	to	make	things	
clearer	for	you	and	to	help	you	see	the	supremacy	of	Christ	in	all	things.				

	
	
Seeking	during	a	Trial	
James	says	that	we	should	consider	a	pure	joy	when	we	are	undergoing	trials	because	their	
end	goal	is	your	maturity.		The	questions	is	what	does	the	act	of	considering	it	a	pure	joy	
look	like?		Does	it	mean	that	there’s	no	room	for	being	sad	and	frustrated	during	a	trial?		
Should	we	look	like	happy	people	with	smiles	on	our	faces	every	minute	of	the	trial?		In	
some	sense,	seeking	during	a	trial	is	easier	because	the	stark	contrast	of	how	you	should	feel	
and	how	you	really	feel	during	a	trial	is	so	obvious	that	you	cannot	help	but	to	ask,	“Why?”		
Maybe	that’s	why	we	should	consider	the	trials	a	pure	joy,	because	they	are	blessings	from	
God	for	the	purpose	of	making	us	seek	him.			
	
Most	likely	we	will	step	out	of	bounds	in	our	trials,	especially	if	the	trial	is	a	difficult	one	that	
lasts	a	while.		We	will	be	angry	at	God.		We	will	indulge	in	self‐pity	and	quick	fixes.		Of	
course	these	“rebellious”	responses	are	not	recommended,	but	we	will	resort	to	them	
because	we	are	sinners.		But	it	will	be	the	gracious	hand	of	God	that	will	keep	us	from	
slipping.		Job	could	have	slipped	into	a	point	of	no	return;	he	could	have	died	a	bitter	man.		
But,	God	did	answer	his	seeking	because	he	was	gracious.		Trials	are	the	stages	on	which	
God’s	glory	is	often	demonstrated.		One	of	the	most	encouraging	confessions	of	Paul	comes	
from	1	Timothy	1:15‐17,	“Christ	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	save	sinners—of	whom	I	am	
the	worst.		But	for	that	very	reason	I	was	shown	mercy	so	that	in	me,	the	worst	of	sinners,	
Christ	Jesus	might	display	his	immense	patience	as	an	example	for	those	who	would	believe	
in	him	and	receive	eternal	life.		Now	to	the	King	eternal,	immortal,	invisible,	the	only	God,	be	
honor	and	glory	for	ever	and	ever.	Amen.”		Here	the	glory	of	God	is	his	immense	patience	for	
those	who	are	sinners,	but	believe	in	him.		So	when	Paul	shouts	out	the	doxology,	“the	King	
eternal,	immortal,	invisible,	the	only	God”,	his	praise	has	been	wrought	by	the	patience	of	all	
mighty	God	that	brought	him	through	the	times	of	trials	during	which	Paul	wrestled	with	
God	and	also	most	likely	had	dosages	of	reminder	of	how	much	of	sinner	he	was.				
	
Ask	boldly	and	yet	stay	under	the	shadow	of	the	Almighty.	
	
…….	
	
	
	


