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Text 
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and 

went to the tomb. 
2
 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

3
 but when they entered, they did not 

find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4
 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 

gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 
5
 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
6
 He is not here; he has 

risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 
7
 'The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'" 
8
 Then they 

remembered his words. 
9
 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and 

to all the others. 
10

 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them 

who told this to the apostles. 
11

 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them 

like nonsense. 
12

 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying 

by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

Introduction 
 Why do we celebrate Easter?  Well a lot of people celebrate Easter for various 

reasons: the Easter Bunny for the kids, cultural tradition, a spring holiday 

commemorating the inspirational idea of new life after winter death.  But we here 

celebrate Easter because we actually believe that the historical figure named Jesus who 

lived in Palestine in the first century, actually, literally died under the order of the Roman 

official Pontius Pilate and came back to life on the Sunday after the Jewish Passover circa 

30 A.D. 

 In short, what I want us to consider together today is just this: Jesus is not an 

idea; he’s alive!  For so many people Jesus is just in the realm of ideas – a bad idea or a 

nice idea perhaps, but an idea nonetheless.  What I want to say this Easter is that Jesus is 

not an idea; he’s alive! 

We’ll look at the Biblical story of Jesus’ resurrection, laying out some of the 

reasons to believe that it happened, and then we’ll reflect on a few of the implications of 

this if it’s true.  I want us to start off by considering part of the lyrics of a song by an 

artist named Shai Linne.  He says: 

 

Elvis is dead, Picasso is dead 

Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin are dead 

Marilyn Monroe is dead, however 
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Jesus is Alive 

 

Brando is dead, James Brown is dead 

Princess Di and John Lennon are dead 

Biggie and Pac are dead, however 

Jesus is Alive 

 

Plato is dead, Socrates is dead 

Aristotle and Immanuel Kant are dead 

Nietzsche and Darwin are dead, however 

Jesus is Alive 

 

Buddha is dead, Mohammed is dead 

Ghandi and Haile Selassie are dead 

Elijah Mohammed is dead, however 

Jesus is Alive 

 

Nero is dead, Constantine is dead 

Genghis Khan and Attila the Hun are dead 

Alexander the Great is dead, however 

Jesus is Alive 

 

Napoleon is dead, Lao Tzu is dead 

Che Guevara and Henry VIII are dead 

Saddam Hussein is dead, however 

Jesus is Alive 

 

Pharaoh is dead, Cyrus is dead 

Darius and Sennacharib are dead 

Nebuchadnezzar is dead, however 

Jesus is Alive 

 

Caesar is dead, Herod is dead 

Annas, Caiaphas and Judas are dead 

Pontius Pilate is dead, however 

Jesus is Alive
1
 

 

 It’s a radical assertion but if it’s true, that… well that seems pretty big.  Again: 

this is what I want to say today: Jesus is not an idea; he’s alive. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Passage 

 Last week for Palm Sunday we started to reflect a bit on the personhood of Jesus.  

As a person Jesus is not predictable.  He totally had something else in mind than what 

everyone else expected for a messiah.  And this week I just want to make clear that 
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Christianity is all about this person of Christ.  It’s not just an idea.  Christianity is not a 

philosophy, an ethic, a mindset.  It’s not even the espousal of a concept like love or grace 

or mercy.  It’s about a person. 

 And this person didn’t just bring a teaching or model a way of life and then die 

and enter into the history books.  He, unlike any other person, died and then came back to 

life – an immortal life.  He is at this moment alive and well.  He’s not just an ancient 

myth or a symbol for some ideal, a spiritual inspiration.  Jesus is not an idea; he’s alive. 

 Where do I get this from?  Have I heard him?  Not really.  Have I seen him?  Not 

literally.  Have I touched him?  No.  But we have eyewitness testimony of those who 

have.  And it has proven to be trustworthy.  Let’s look at just one early source today.  

Turn to the beginning of the book of Luke in the Bible and you’ll see what he was setting 

out to do. 

 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who 

from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  Therefore, 

since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, 

it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you 

have been taught. (Lk. 1:1-4) 

 

Luke is an educated Greek seeking to gather all the facts and put them together into a 

researched, historical account.  The details throughout this book explaining geography 

and citing who ruled when are evidence of this.  You see the same quality in his follow-

up book – Acts. 

 So let’s look at Luke’s account in ch. 24 of the first Easter Sunday morning.  “On 

the first day of the week [what we call Sunday], very early in the morning, the women 

took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb” (v. 1).  Now these women were 

part of Jesus’ traveling crew and key supporters of his ministry (cf. Lk. 8:1-3).  And why 

were they taking spices to the tomb?  Because they were going to visit a dead body!  

Spices were for covering over the odor, a way of dignifying the corpse of someone you 

love.  And these women loved their Jesus.  They loved him, but get the significance of 

the spices – they fully expected that they were going to visit a tomb with a decomposing 

body inside. 

These devoted women had no inclination that they might find the tomb empty and 

their late leader back from the dead.  They were fully expecting to find his lifeless body, 

to care for it, honor him, and mourn him.  Thus the spices.  They had watched him be 

buried on Friday evening, rested on the Sabbath, and now as early as possible they were 

back at the tomb to care for the body.  If I was visiting the grave of a dear family member 

and thought he would have come back to life and ripped through the freshly dug soil and 

been waiting for me I wouldn’t have brought with me a grave blanket and flowers.  The 

point is: they knew Jesus was dead and they knew that dead people don’t come back to 

life, just like we do.  Resurrection wasn’t an ordinary expectation at that time any more 

than it is in ours.  They were bringing him spices. 

So what the women saw upon their arrival was surprising to say the least.  “They 

found the stone rolled away from the tomb” (v. 2).  What is this?  Some kind of 
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distasteful joke?  Vandalism?  He didn’t have any treasures to loot.  “But when they 

entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus” (v. 3).  Again, this is not what they 

were expecting.  It’s not like they said, “Oh, yes!  He did it!” 

“While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 

gleamed like lightning stood beside them” (v. 4).  This too was not normal.  We like to 

think of the ancients as being superstitious people for whom a resurrection and angelic 

visitations were easy to accept and frequent in occurrence.  Not true.  “In their fright the 

women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do 

you look for the living among the dead?’” (v. 5).  Uh, they were probably thinking, 

because we’re looking for a dead guy!? 

The angels knew who they were looking for.  “‘He is not here; he has risen!  

Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 

must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised 

again.”’  Then they remembered his words” (vv. 6-8).  He had been telling them things 

would go down this way, but that had gone completely over their heads.  They never 

dreamed he would be crucified, much less be resurrected, because that was absurd. 

And the problem with thinking that the early Christians just audibled and 

constructed some meaning or dreamed something up (consciously or unconsciously) is 

that their story wasn’t just that they met some shining men by the tomb who told them 

not to worry about the body of Jesus in there – he can be alive in their hearts and inspire 

them to make lemonade when life gives you lemons.  No.  Their story was that the tomb 

was empty.  The body was gone! 

No one ever claimed to have found Jesus’ body.  The empty tomb is one of the 

best evidences for the resurrection.  All anyone ever had to do to falsify the Christian 

claim would have been to produce the body of Jesus.  They couldn’t. 

Well, what if the disciples stole the body?  I remember reading Charles Colson, 

the White House counsel under Richard Nixon who went to jail after Watergate and later 

became a Christian, explain how impossible it is to maintain a cover-up, especially with 

something this high level.  He would know.  What we have here is hundreds of 

eyewitnesses claiming to have actually seen Jesus back from the dead.  Many of them 

went to their deaths because of their claims.  It makes sense if they really did meet 

irrefutable evidence that their Lord was alive.  If it were a conspiracy you would have 

had some defectors and the ruse would have eventually fallen apart. 

Another proposal is that Jesus didn’t really die; he just swooned on the cross and 

revived in the grave.  The problem with that is that the Romans knew how to kill people.  

But let’s suppose he endured the beating, the whipping, the exertion of carrying the cross, 

the dehydration, and the botched crucifixion (which is ludicrous).  Now let me ask you: 

would someone who underwent such excruciating torture to within an inch of his life 

been up the next day and walking seven miles to Emmaus, carrying on a conversation?  

That’s what Luke reports next in ch. 24.  None of the other theories make sense besides 

the fact that Jesus was crucified, dead, and buried.  And on the third day he rose again 

from the dead, not with a mere resuscitation, but with a resurrected, supernatural, 

glorified, hyper-physical, immortal body. 

Back to the story in Luke 24:9.  The early morning visitors to the tomb had seen 

the empty sepulcher and heard the angelic announcement of the resurrection.  “When 

they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
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others.”  Then Luke, the careful investigator he was, lists several of their names – “It was 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told 

this to the apostles” (v. 10), the purpose being so that his readers could go find them and 

cross-examine them themselves if they wanted. 

Another thing to point out is that if this story were being fabricated, many things 

would have been told differently.  The propagandists would have conferred and gotten 

everything straight – the number of angels and other details would all be harmonized.  

The fact of multiple, independent, written accounts is another argument in favor of the 

resurrection.  And they definitely would not have the first witnesses of the empty tomb be 

women.  That would make no sense in a culture where women were not permitted to 

testify in court, where women were deemed less trustworthy.  “But they did not believe 

the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense” (v. 11).  The only reason 

Luke would have reported it this way is if this is what really happened. 

Nonsense!  That’s what any sane person would think upon hearing such a tale.  

Again, the disciples weren’t eager to believe this.  They would have to be convinced by 

overwhelming evidence.  It’s just too incredible.  And so “Peter… got up and ran to the 

tomb.  Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, 

wondering to himself what had happened” (v. 12).  He’s scratching his head.  But this 

very same Peter who denied Jesus three times, even in front of a little girl, had a personal 

encounter with the resurrected Jesus (Lk. 24:24) as well as multiple group encounters 

where Jesus let people (even skeptics) touch him and he even ate food with them, proving 

that he wasn’t a hallucination, a ghost (Lk. 24:36-43).  And this Peter is the one we see a 

few weeks later boldly testifying before thousands in Jerusalem at another Feast of “the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see 

decay.  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact” (Acts 2:31-

32). 

 This is just a brief look at one portion of the biblical witness and a sample of 

arguments for the historicity of the resurrection.  Historic Christian faith is founded upon 

the unprecedented and unrepeated resurrection of the man named Jesus. 

 

The Implications 
 So very quickly: what are the implications of this if it is indeed historical fact?  

There are billions.  I can’t even begin to scratch the surface.  I stressed out for a bit trying 

to fully capture for you the ways that the resurrection of Jesus affects things.  I can’t.  So 

I won’t try.  Let me just give you a couple implications that are speaking to me right now.  

I’m sure if you look back over Easter sermons in the files from years past you can see 

other emphases.  Different implications strike us at different times and we’re always 

seeing more.  But here we go. 

 (1) Faith.  If you have a hard time believing God exists, investigate the 

resurrection of Jesus, because if this really happened, then there’s no doubt that there’s a 

divine Being and ours is a visited planet.  Keep coming back to this as your touchstone 

when doubts arise and everything else can fall back in place. 

(2) Forgiveness.  Paul put it this way – “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile; you are still in your sins” (1Cor. 15:17).  Jesus claimed to pay for sins with his 

death.  The resurrection shows us that his check didn’t bounce.  It worked.  The 

resurrection is the loud Amen to Christ’s It is finished. 
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(3) Righteousness.  Paul says elsewhere – “He was delivered over to death for our 

sins and was raised to life for our justification” (Rom. 4:25).  If he died for us, he rose for 

us and he ascended for us, and where he is there we also are.  This is huge.  The 

resurrection is Jesus’ vindication and our righteousness.  John Bunyan, author of The 

Pilgrim’s Progress in the 1600s, described his experience of this: 

 

One day as I was passing in the field, and that too with some dashes on my 

conscience, fearing lest all was still not right, suddenly this sentence fell 

upon my soul, Your righteousness is in heaven.  And I thought as well that 

I saw, with the eyes of my soul, Jesus Christ at God’s right hand.  There, I 

say, is my righteousness, so that wherever I was or whatever I was doing, 

God could not say of me, [John Bunyan] lacks my righteousness, for that 

righteousness is right before Him.  I also saw that it was not my good 

frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor my bad frame that 

made my righteousness worse, for my righteousness was Jesus Christ 

Himself, the same yesterday and today and forever.  Now did my chains 

fall off my legs indeed.  I went home rejoicing for the grace and love of 

God.  Here I lived for some time, sweetly at peace with God through 

Christ.  Oh, I thought, Christ!  Christ!  There was nothing but Christ 

before my eyes.
2
 

 

 (4) Hope.  When there is such confidence and peace with God – a knowledge that 

he is there, that he doesn’t hold your sins against you, that he in fact views you as 

impeccably righteous – there is also great hope.  Paul says in yet another place of those 

who believe in the resurrected Lord Jesus – “Our citizenship is in heaven.  And we 

eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables 

him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they 

will be like his glorious body” (Phil. 3:20-21).  Jean-Paul Sartre spoke of humans as “a 

bubble of consciousness in an ocean of nothingness, bobbing around until the bubble 

pops.”
3
  Without the resurrection of Jesus, I’d have to go there.  But if someone has 

attained the bliss of glorified, perfected, human life and promised it to me, then that 

fundamentally shifts my perspective. 

(5) Relationship.  If Jesus is alive then… he’s alive!  He is not dead.  He is not a 

cold idea, a notion.  He is a person.  And therefore not all those spiritual voices people 

hear are imagined.  There is in a very real sense a relationship to be had with him.  This is 

not just academic. 

(6) Worship.  So when we gather to hear the Word preached, we’re not just 

talking about a person of historical interest like Abraham Lincoln.  We’re not talking 

about Jesus behind his back.  We’re in his presence, under his reign and rule.  Jesus is 

right now, as we speak, quite literally, resurrected and ascended to the right hand of the 

Father with all authority on heaven and earth given to him presiding over us, speaking to 

us. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 And when we come to eat at this table we are not just remembering some bare 

historical facts, we are eating with the risen Lord as he is spiritually present.  Later on in 
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Luke 24 we see Jesus eating with two of his disciples – “When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes 

were opened and they recognized him” (Lk. 24:30-31).  Later they reported “how Jesus 

was recognized by them when he broke the bread” (Lk. 24:35).  Similarly, when we 

break the bread and drink the cup that our Lord told us to do, he is made visible to the 

eyes of our souls. 

 

Benediction 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen” (Heb. 13:20-21; ESV). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 24, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

                                                 
1
 Listen to it here - http://youtu.be/BauJLUTxxZo 

2
 John Bunyan, Grace Abounding, as qtd. by Ray Ortlund, Jr., in a paper entitled, “Justification versus Self-

Justification,” and delivered at The Gospel Coalition National Conference (April 13, 2011). 
3
 Qtd. by Arthur F. Holmes, Contours of a World View (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983), 12. 


