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Text 
Romans 10:1-15 – Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 

saved. 
2 
For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 

3 
Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did 

not submit to God's righteousness. 
4 
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for 

everyone who believes. 
5 
Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who 

does these things will live by them." 
6 
But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 

'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7 
"or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" 

(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8 
But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your 

mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 
9 
That if you confess with your 

mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 

are saved. 
11 

As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
12 

For there is no 

difference between Jew and Gentile-- the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 
13 

for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
14 

How, then, can they call on the one they 

have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 

hear without someone preaching to them? 
15 

And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

 

Introduction 
 I’ve been told that I have 30 minutes to preach today, so I’ll try to be concise and 

precise.  Today we wrap up our four-week series entitled MOVE where we’re talking 

about how we move deeper: with God, with other believers, and with the world. 

We started off with this assertion – a Christian never moves on from the gospel 

and the gospel is that you don’t have to move at all.  We can’t move ourselves up to God, 

but he has moved all the way down to us, living and dying for us and raising us up with 

Christ.  Far from putting us in a coma, this truth, and this truth alone, actually awakens us 

and empowers us. 

 We saw that the concept of grace – radical, free, unbounded, deep grace not based 

on performance or effort – actually creates a community where people are real and in 

each other’s lives.  Rules, guilt, shame, quotas, peer-pressure won’t really bring people 

together.  The gospel creates the church and it takes a church to believe the gospel. 

 But what motivates people to move not just outside of themselves, but outside of 

their own community, in love and service of the other?  And what will effect a larger 

movement of love and service, of justice and human flourishing?  Last week we saw that 
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the gracious, unconditional love of God is actually the greatest impetus for our love of 

neighbor.  If I don’t have to save myself, but my standing with God is eternally secure, 

then I have a lot of free time to give.  God doesn’t need my good works, but my neighbor 

does and since I’ve been loved deeply I can extend that love to others through the 

positions and opportunities God has given me. 

 So last week was about love and service in general – working for clean air and 

water, quality and affordable health care, safe streets, strong economies, reliable services, 

effective schools, edifying cultural pursuits.  Today, we’re going to talk about what is the 

most loving thing that a person can do.  And that is evangelism.  Biblical evangelism is 

not something that insecure people do to prove that they are right and others are wrong.  

Evangelism is the epitome of love. 

John Rood, an evangelist among us, said something in Small Group once that has 

stuck with me.  I’m paraphrasing, but it was something to the effect that if Christians are 

just doing good and are nice people and they simply let people know they are Christians 

but never vocalize the gospel, they actually promote a false gospel.  They end up 

confirming in people’s minds that what really matters is just trying to be good, when the 

gospel is that Jesus died for people who aren’t good and can’t be good enough.  If we 

don’t clarify this and just try hard to be nice, people will think – “Oh, so to be a Christian 

is just to do nice things.  I can do that!”  And that’s actually not very nice.  It’s not loving. 

 This really hit home to me awhile back when I watched a video of Penn Jillette of 

the famous Penn & Teller psychic/magic/comedic act.  Penn is an outspoken atheist but 

he was reflecting on an encounter he had with a Christian man after a show one night.  

The man was complimentary, respectful, and sane and he gave Penn a Bible and tried to 

convert him.  Penn had this to say: 

 

If you believe that there’s a heaven and hell and people could be going to 

hell or not getting eternal life or whatever, and you think that it’s not 

really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward, 

and atheists think that people shouldn’t proselytize – “Just leave me alone, 

keep your religion to yourself” – how much do you have to hate somebody 

to not proselytize?  How much do you have to hate somebody to believe 

that everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?  If I believed beyond 

a shadow of a doubt that a truck was coming at you and you didn’t believe 

it, and that truck was bearing down on you, there’s a certain point where I 

tackle you.  And this is more important than that. 

 

He goes on to say about that man that night – “He cared enough about me to 

proselytize.”
1
  And Penn, ironically, appreciated and respected the gesture.  I think I 

recall a similar point being made, although in a mocking tone, by Elaine on Seinfeld 

when she discovers her boyfriend, Putty, is a Christian.  Listen: if you’re a Christian and 

you’ve been overwhelmed with God’s love to the point that you genuinely love your 

neighbor, you will want to tell them the Good News of what God has done in Jesus… 

humbly, respectfully, graciously, winsomely, but honestly and openly.  To not tell them 

this is to not love them. 

 I like the way John Piper has put it recently at the Lausanne Congress on World 

Evangelization in Cape Town, South Africa.  He said, “Christians should care about all 
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human suffering, including and especially eternal suffering.”  Relieving eternal suffering 

and offering eternal life through sharing the gospel near and far is what we’re talking 

about today.  In short, what I want to share with you is simple and it’s just this: getting 

the gospel breeds a desire to get the gospel out. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Biblical Case for Evangelism 

 Okay, let’s just cut to the chase, because I’ve got 20 minutes left now, right?  I 

know what you’re thinking.  The idea of evangelism seems scary.  It seems arrogant.  It 

seems indefensible in today’s pluralistic society.  The idea that those who die without 

faith in Christ are consigned to an eternal hell seems untenable and that Christians are 

supposed to share their faith is politically incorrect.  19 minutes… 

 A question comes back: What about the innocent woman in Timbuktu who lives 

and dies never hearing about Jesus.  What happens to her?  And here’s the Christian 

answer: there’s absolutely no doubt that she goes to heaven!  God accepts her based upon 

her life lived even though she never heard about Jesus… because she didn’t need to hear 

about Jesus… because, remember, she was innocent.  Innocent people don’t need a 

Savior. 

But here’s another Christian claim: there’s absolutely nobody that is innocent!  

Let me take you on a lightning speed tour of the book of Romans.  Ready? 

 Chapter 1 – Paul argues that all people have knowledge of God – “God has made 

it plain… for since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power 

and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 

so that men are without excuse” (Rom. 1:19-20).  So there is a general, universal sense of 

God.  Nobody will appear before God’s judgment seat and have an excuse.  We all know 

that he’s there.  The two main tenets of atheism are that (a) God doesn’t exist, and (b) I 

really can’t stand him!  Christianity’s message is not that you can have a personal 

relationship with God.  Everyone already has a personal relationship with God.  It’s just 

that we’re enemies. 

Paul goes on to show how though we all know God, we all refuse to worship him 

and choose instead to worship other things – birds, animals, reptiles; sex, money, 

power… self-actualization.  So as a result of our antipathy towards worshipping the one 

true God and determination to serve other gods we are under God’s just condemnation, 

which involves him turning us over to our depraved desires. 

Chapter 2 – But it’s not just the atheists and secularists who have rejected God.  

It’s the religious too.  Paul shows in chapter 2 that even Jews are not accepted by God 

based upon their innocence, their goodness, their law-keeping.  Now whether it’s 1
st
 

century legalistic Judaism or 21
st
 century Hinduism or Buddhism or Islam or Mormonism 

or whatever other religion there is, I agree that they are all essentially the same.  They all 

posit that if you do something (follow the eightfold path, adhere to the five pillars, 

practice the Golden Rule…) you will gain divine favor/reward.  But however ‘it’ is 

explained, who does ‘it’ perfectly? 

Chapter 3 – Paul’s conclusion is that both Jews and Gentiles are guilty before a 

holy God.  “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no 

one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is 
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no one who does good, not even one” (Rom. 3:10-12).  Everybody stands condemned.  

Not unfairly, not because they’re held accountable to something they never knew about, 

but for rejecting the God they know is there and trying to save themselves their own way. 

So Paul concludes, “No one will be declared righteous in [God’s] sight by 

observing the law [doing good]; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin” 

(Rom. 3:20). 

But next comes the good news of Christianity and what marks it off as utterly 

unique and distinct from every other religion or philosophy.  “But now a righteousness 

from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 

testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe” (Rom. 3:21-23).  This is the gospel that says you are in need of saving and 

incapable of saving yourself, but God has made a way and it’s by a faith-union with Jesus 

Christ as your righteousness and sin-bearer. 

Chapter 10 – Skip ahead to chapter 10.  This was the passage that was read 

earlier.  It essentially says that the gospel doesn’t not come intuitively.  God’s existence 

is known intuitively.  The law is known intuitively.  But because of our sin, we would 

never think that we are saved apart from works.  That’s counterintuitive.  Creation tells us 

there’s something bigger than ourselves out there, but we cannot by meditating in a 

woods realize that our Maker was made flesh and lived for us and died for us and rose for 

us and intercedes for us and is coming again for us.  Someone has to tell us. 

While most people these days hold to some form of justification by death (you die 

and go to heaven), the Bible maintains it’s justification by faith, and faith in this life.  

Christian missions at its best is not just telling people to adhere to our (Western) version 

of morality.  We’re not advocating for our religion.  We’re not talking about religion at 

all.  We’re talking about a reality of a God who is there, to whom we’re therefore 

accountable, and against whom we have rebelled, and yet who has “so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). 

Whosoever believes!  But “how can they believe in the one of whom they have 

not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can 

they preach unless they are sent?”  This is why we live as and send missionaries.  “As it 

is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” (Rom. 10:14-15).  

This is what missionaries near and far bring – GOOD NEWS! 

 

Content of Evangelism 

Really quickly, just to be clear, what is the content of evangelism?  Simple: it’s 

the Evangel.  And Evangel is the Latin word for gospel.  And gospel means good news.  

Good news of what?  Of what God has accomplished for sinners in the person of Christ – 

living, dying, rising for us.  Again, every other religion has some form of good advice, do 

this and live.  Christianity has Good News.  Evangelism is simply sharing it. 

 

Method of Evangelism 

Getting the gospel right is a prerequisite to getting the gospel out.  Getting the 

gospel also impacts how we get the gospel out – our methods of evangelism.  You see, 

because we believe we are saved by sheer grace and it’s absolutely nothing about us, we 

will respect everyone, coerce no one, and have hope for anyone.  Evangelism won’t ever 
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be condescending, arrogant; we respect everyone (it’s objective fact we’re bearing 

witness to, not merely subjective experiences).  Evangelism won’t ever be manipulative, 

deceptive, high pressure, or impatient.  Christianity does not spread at the point of the 

sword; we coerce no one.  Evangelism won’t ever be selective, discriminating, sheepish; 

if God’s grace reached even me, we have hope for anyone. 

Our method also entails suffering.  If “Christ’s love compels us” (2Cor. 5:14), and 

his love was sacrificial, then our love will also be expressed at great cost to ourselves.  

Evangelism comes from a place of service, not power.  And it is costly: it costs our time, 

our reputation, maybe even our physical well-being.  It’s not always popular, but love 

doesn’t care.  We “endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain 

the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory” (2Tim. 2:10). 

 

Motivation for Evangelism 
So there’s the biblical case for evangelism, the content of evangelism, the method 

of evangelism, now the motivation.  How does getting the gospel breed a desire to get 

the gospel out?  We don’t believe we must do it to be a ‘good Christian’.  Remember: we 

gave up that sort of language.  As with everything else, we do it out of love of the God 

who loved us – we desire his Name to be glorified by more people; and we do it out of 

love for others – we desire them to know the same grace and joy and hope that we have 

experienced and to avoid the same judgment that we deserve. 

As our church mission statement puts it, we enjoy the gospel and proclaim it.  It’s 

kind of like when Pastor Adam found out at the doctor’s office that he was having twin 

boys, the news was so shocking, elating, life-changing that he was uncontrollably telling 

everyone he met in the halls, on the elevator, on the street.  The gospel is cosmic GOOD 

NEWS and it affects everybody.  When we get it we want to shout it on the 

mountaintops.  When we have a quota for evangelism, we actually will do it less in the 

long run.  When we have a security as sure as this, we won’t be intimidated by other 

people’s disapproval. 

 

Local Evangelism Strategy 
 So what’s our strategy for local evangelism?  It’s not very complicated.  It’s 

primarily to celebrate it week in and week out on Sundays as what both non-Christians 

and Christians need to hear, expecting that non-Christians will regularly find their way in 

among us and hear but also in order to pump you so full of the gospel that it leaks out of 

you as you go out.  How do we pump you full of the gospel?  Through Word and 

sacrament and the way it permeates our community (the stuff we talked about two weeks 

ago).  Where does it leak out?  In your various vocations and volunteer activities in the 

city (the stuff we talked about last week).  For most of us evangelism is just naturally 

interwoven in your work, family, school, neighboring, community service, walking the 

dog, and riding the bus.  Some are gifted and called to seek out extra-ordinary 

opportunities to get the message out.  As we all work together to do this and more people 

hear and believe we multiply and plant more churches throughout the city that can 

exponentially increase the witness. 

 

Global Evangelism Strategy 
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 I believe it’s really important not to talk about missions ‘over there’ if you’re not 

talking about it and doing it over here.  But now let’s talk about the global realities, and 

they are staggering.  Our world population is currently approaching 7 billion people.  The 

most optimistic estimates have the percentage of Christians in the world at about 1/3.  

That leaves approximately 4.5 billion who are without Christ and without hope in the 

world, trying in futility to save themselves through religion or irreligion.  But here’s the 

part that is most heart-breaking. 

 

More than five thousand people groups, totaling approximately 1.5 billion 

people, are currently classified as ‘unreached’ and ‘unengaged.’  

‘Unreached’ means that a people group does not contain an indigenous 

community of evangelical Christians with adequate numbers and resources 

to spread the gospel within the people group.  ‘Unengaged’ means no 

church or organization is actively working within that people group to 

spread the gospel.  In other words, for these 1.5 billion unreached and 

unengaged peoples, almost every individual within them is born, lives, and 

dies without ever hearing the gospel.  Even worse, no one is currently 

doing anything to change their situation.
2
 

 

One person tells the story of going to a “remote village with people who had 

never heard the gospel…  They invited him to share a drink with them.  One man went 

into his small shop and reappeared moments later with a classic red Coke can.  

Immediately, it hit home…  A soft-drink company in Atlanta has done a better job of 

getting brown sugar water to these people than the church of Jesus Christ has done in 

getting the gospel to them.”
3
 

 Again, if we say that they are decent people (after all, they’ll share their Coke, 

like the polar bears in the commercials); we don’t need to worry about them; God will 

accept their good deeds.  What we do is reduce Christianity to mere moralism, a way of 

life… we’ve missed the point entirely.  All we can say is, “The Jesus-way is the best 

possible way to live,”
4
 which seems extremely arrogant to me.  Romans and human 

history and experience are all clear: everyone is by nature a sinner.  Everyone will try 

everything but faith in Christ to save themselves and avoid God.  But salvation is by faith 

alone and “faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the 

word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).  The world needs to hear the message that Christ died for 

sinners.  God has given us this message.  The message itself is the motivation to share it.  

Let’s enjoy it and proclaim it!  Out of love, not out of guilt. 

What can we do about the global needs?  First of all, be aware.  Today is designed 

to do that.  Secondly, you can pray.
5
  Third, you can give.  And fourthly, some of you 

God may call to go… to the hard places, the unreached places with the gospel. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 The goal of today is not to burden you, but to help you channel your love, and to 

point you again to the love of Christ.  You can’t carry on your shoulders the weight of 

billions of people going to hell.  Don’t try.  Only one person can and he has.  Jesus was 

cursed and cut off for the sake of sinners.  Look to him, experience again the depths of 

his love for you… 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 3, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 You can watch the video here - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhG-tkQ_Q2w.  It’s also quoted in Ed 

Stetzer, “Proselytizing in a Multi-Faith World: Why mutual respect and tolerance require us to witness to 

Christ,” Christianity Today (April, 2011), 25. 
2
 David Platt, Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream (Multnomah, 2010), 157-158.  I 

found Chapter Seven – ‘There Is No Plan B’ – to be helpful in thinking about the need for missions.  The 

rest of the book was challenging in some ways, but very light on the indicative and heavy on the imperative 

without appropriately connecting the two and thus could lead many people away from what I layed out in 

MOVE 1. 
3
 Platt, 158. 

4
 This is something I have heard Rob Bell say. 

5
 Check out - http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-resources. 


