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Text 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2
 By no means! We died to 

sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
3
 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4
 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life. 
5
 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 

resurrection. 
6
 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 
7
 because anyone who has died has been freed from 

sin. 
8
 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

9
 For we know that since Christ 

was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 
10

 The death he died, 

he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11

 In the same way, count yourselves dead to 

sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Introduction 
 The universe is dying.  Quite literally.  Stars are simmering down, scientists tell 

us.  The cosmos is cooling off.  But this principle is at work in more ways than one.  It is 

a metaphor for the predicament we humans find ourselves in.  Ever since the trespass of 

the first man, Adam, sin has entered the world, and death through sin (Rom. 5:12ff).  We 

are born dying.  Things fall apart.  Empires unravel.  Bodies and buildings dilapidate.  I 

got a call this morning from my mom that my dad was admitted to the hospital last night 

because of an irregular heart rhythm.  Let’s stop kidding ourselves.  Our hearts our 

winding down.  And life, on the whole, is lifeless.  Even on 70º spring days there can still 

be an emptiness, and ennui.  Have you ever noticed?  Death reigns. 

 But what we’ve gathered to celebrate today is that an alien life form has invaded 

our decaying universe.  “The power of an indestructible life” (Heb. 7:16) has been 

introduced into this entropy.  The first century figure – Jesus of Nazareth – is the One 

through whom all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  

In him was life (an unending, eternally self-replenishing, infinite, creative energy), and 

that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

understood it (Jn. 1:3-5).  In fact, we killed the Author of Life.  Hear that: we dying and 

dark humanity killed the Author of Life… but God raised him from the dead (Acts 

3:15)… “because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him” (Acts 2:24).  We 

are here today to recall this fact. 
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 Last Sunday was Palm Sunday.  Then we reflected together on the entry of Jesus 

into Jerusalem for what everyone expected would be an eventful week.  The problem 

was, as we saw, that everyone was expecting the wrong things.  And isn’t that how it 

often works?  Jesus had something so much more in mind than a political revolution. 

All week long in our Small Groups we’ve been evaluating how we too have such 

an incomplete estimation of Jesus.  We have our own false expectations or just expect so 

little.  Jesus went to Jerusalem to be killed and thereby kill death.  That’s huge! 

He was coming to pay the penalty for people’s sin, our sin through his vicarious 

suffering on the cross.  This is what we reflected on on Good Friday. 

Yesterday was a day of mourning, repenting, lamenting our sin that drove Jesus to 

the cross, letting the weightiness of it all sit upon us. 

But today is for dancing, believing, rejoicing that death does not have the final 

word, letting the lightness of it all lift our spirits.  Today is Easter… Resurrection 

Sunday… the tomb is empty… He is risen! 

Now there are many ways to preach an Easter sermon.  There are infinite angles 

from which to look at this vital event.  Last year I took more of an intellectual approach 

exploring the rationality of belief in Jesus coming back from the dead, and how from this 

you can get at any other Christian doctrine.  If you want to see good arguments for the 

plausibility of the resurrection as an objective event in history, go download that sermon.  

It’s so important that you know today that we’re not just talking about fairy tale fables 

but falsifiable facts. 

But that’s not what I’m going to be doing today.  I’m going to come at it from a 

different angle today.  Today I want to take more of an existential approach exploring the 

practical effects of the good news that Jesus came back from the dead. 

Maybe an illustration of hearing bad news can show what I mean by an existential 

approach.  I might sit down and watch the News Hour with Jim Lehrer and hear the 

reliable report released from the Health Department that last year in the United States x-

thousand children died from preventable household accidents and I may think, “Oh, that’s 

sad.”  But then if Lucy comes running downstairs saying, “Daddy, daddy!  Mary has the 

cord from the blinds around her neck and she is hanging and her eyes are closed and 

she’s purple.”  I’m going to be affected differently, right?  That’s what I mean by an 

existential response to news. 

I can’t make that happen to you today, but I’m praying that it does and I know it 

can precisely because Jesus is alive.  I’m praying that today would be the day that some 

of you would come alive for the first time.  And that others of you would experience 

more of the life that you have in Christ.  We started this week saying that Jesus wants to 

do something more than we expect.  In short, what I want to tell you today is just this: 

Jesus came that we may have life, and have it to the full (Jn. 10:10). 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Union with Adam 
 The passage that was read for our Easter meditation was Romans 6:1-11 – a rich 

passage that I won’t attempt to do detail work with this morning.  I mainly want to 

highlight the theme of life found there linked with Christ’s resurrection.  But first, let me 
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just back up and touch briefly on what immediately precedes this in ch. 5 – the theme of 

death. 

 Chapter 5, starting at v. 12 is also a theologically packed section, but it’s not hard 

to see the main point – the whole human race is united to one man – Adam.  Adam as a 

representative disobeyed God’s command and plunged the world into the mess we’re in 

now.  Judgment followed this one man’s sin and brought condemnation for all men.  “In 

Adam all die” (1Cor. 15:22). 

 Every single human being is born into a state of spiritual death awaiting physical 

death.  Ephesians 2:1 puts it this way: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions 

and sins.”  Colossians 2:13 speaks of “when you were dead in your sins.”  Death is what 

characterizes living in Adam. 

 

Union with Christ 

But both Ephesians and Colossians were directed towards Christians.  Therefore, 

they go on to say: “When you were dead in your sins… God made you alive [together] 

with Christ” (Col. 2:13); or “God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive [together] with 

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions” (Eph. 2:5).  Life is what characterizes 

living in Christ. 

This is the great doctrine of union with Christ.  And this is what stands behind the 

message of Romans 6.  All humanity is by nature united to Adam, but there is the 

possibility by grace to be united to Christ.  Adam = death; Christ = life. 

 

Baptized into Christ’s Death 
 Before we took a break last week for Palm Sunday we had been going through the 

book of Exodus.  A couple weeks ago we looked at the crossing of the Red Sea – another 

famous biblical event.  What we saw then is not something that most people think of 

when they hear that story, but we noted how the NT likened the Israelites’ crossing of the 

Red Sea to Christian baptism (1Cor. 10:2).  Baptism is the initiatory rite involving water 

that new Christians undergo to symbolize what has happened to them. 

 So when we looked at the Red Sea event we saw that it pictured God’s people 

passing through the deluge of God’s judgment (symbolized in the water) unharmed.  

Similarly, going through the waters of baptism pictures that Christians have escaped 

God’s judgment, that the sentence of death that should have fallen on them hasn’t; it has 

been removed from them. 

How?  Well, we looked here at Romans 6 and saw that it says “all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death[.]  We were therefore buried 

with him through baptism into death” (vv. 3-4).  Baptism is a picture of the mystical 

union between a believer and Christ.  To be a Christian is to have been united with Christ 

in such a way that in his death you died.  When Jesus was dying on the cross, the full 

flood of God’s wrath towards your sin was being unleashed, your cup of death was being 

drunk down to the last dregs, you were paying the full penalty for your heinous sins in 

Christ. 

Union with Christ means that as our representative he bore the just punishment 

for our sins and exhausted the divine wrath towards them.  So Paul can say, “I have been 

crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20).  His death is our death.  This is amazing.  This is what 
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we hear about and marvel at over and over again here at this church.  This is what we 

remembered on Good Friday. 

 

Baptized into Christ’s Resurrection 
 But this is Easter Sunday.  And Christians aren’t just united to Christ in his death.  

We celebrate because we are also united with him in his resurrection.  “Just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (v. 4).  

Colossians 2:12 puts it this way: We have “been buried with him in baptism and raised 

with him through [our] faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.”  A 

Christian’s union with Christ means not only that we were on the cross getting our 

punishment over and done with, but were also walking out of the tomb and are right now 

in heaven, at the Father’s right hand, never to face judgment or die again, immortal, 

accepted, secure, loved, lavished with blessing, reigning.  Can you fathom that? 

 Jesus said it succinctly – “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over 

from death to life” (Jn. 5:24).  Has eternal life.  Eternal life is not something we have to 

achieve or await, but something we can begin experiencing now.  We have, in Christ, 

objectively passed over from the realm of death to the realm of life – no longer dying, 

depleting, depressed, but alive, awake, and aroused.  Are you aware of this? 

 

Life to the Full 

 Some of you may say, “No… but I want to be.”  God’s Spirit is hovering over you 

right now (Gen. 1:2); the power of the Most High is overshadowing you right now 

implanting new life in you (Lk. 1:35).  Acknowledge that death engulfs everything that is 

your life on your own and put your faith in Christ – that “he was delivered over to death 

for [your] sins and was raised to life for [your] justification” (Rom. 4:25).  Simple faith is 

the indissoluble glue that unites us to Christ and all his benefits. 

 Others of you may say, “Yes… I believe that; I’ve experienced glimmers of life, 

but there’s a bit of a disconnect here for me.”  Listen: “God has given us eternal life, and 

this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God 

does not have life.  [I’m preaching this sermon] to you who believe in the name of the 

Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1Jn. 5:11-13).  I want to 

point you to your objective union with Christ so that you may experience more deeply 

subjective union with him. 

One theologian, John Murray, has said, “Union with Christ is the central truth of 

the whole doctrine of salvation…  There is no truth, therefore, more suited to impart 

confidence and strength, comfort and joy in the Lord than this one of union with Christ.”
1
  

Just look at what Romans 6 shows us it does. 

First, there’s shocking grace.  “I’m in Christ!  It’s not my performance, but his; 

not my atonement, but his; not my power, but his?!  This can’t be!”  The reality of union 

with Christ gives us such a security that we have to be tempted to ask, “What then, shall I 

just go on sinning so that grace will increase?” …otherwise we’ve never really gotten it.  

Free, full grace that takes away all pressure to perform – that’s the first thing. 

But secondly, look at how that question is addressed in these verses.  The doctrine 

of union with Christ, the Bible says, means we have not just escaped the penalty of sin, 

but also the power of sin.  It tells us that our old life of death has died and we are no 
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longer under the slavery of sin.  Recognizing that you are alive in Christ means living in 

freedom from sin. 

Thirdly, notice the assertion that a future resurrection is in store for those united 

to Christ (v. 5).  Colossians 3:4 says – “When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you 

also will appear with him in glory.”  Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He 

who believes in me will live, even though he dies.”  A physical death still awaits us, but 

so does a physical resurrection.  Breathing our last in this body is no longer something to 

be feared.  Physical death for the one united to Christ is not punitive, but rather a gateway 

to further glory.  “To live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  Imagine the 

possibilities for living that are opened up when all fear of dying is removed, and that is 

what recognizing our union with Christ does. 

 We could go on – intimacy in prayer… 

Being united to Christ brings hope – worship for good things, endure hardship. 

There’s joy, freedom, peace, security, energy… 

Being united to Christ also brings community, for in Christ there are many other 

people grafted into the same Vine and drawing from the same nourishing sap, or resting 

on the same Cornerstone and fit into each other, or connected to the same Head and 

interdependent on each other – all images the Bible uses for union with Christ and its 

corporate implications. 

In so many ways, Jesus came that we may have life, and have it to the full. 

 

Conclusion 

Jesus came to do so much more than we often give him credit for.  He has so 

much more in store for us individually and as a church than we’ve currently realized.  

I’ve heard it all explained this way before: Christ is like a rich man who worked hard for 

his money and achieved an elevated status; union with Christ is like marrying that rich 

man – immediately all of his wealth, all of his status is yours by right of legal union.  

Many Christians often forget they’re married!  I know: it’s weird.  And all of us really 

have no idea how rich our Husband actually is.  In him “are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). 

As the book of Colossians says elsewhere, “Since, then, you have been raised 

with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your life 

is now hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:1-3).  Or as Romans 6:11 puts it: 

“Count[/consider/reckon] yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  This 

is the more that God has in store for you – nothing less than new life.  May you who have 

put your faith in him press into a deeper understanding of all that is yours in Christ. 

Let me close with a passage from a book by James Stewart (not that James 

Stewart), a great Scottish writing not quite a century ago: 

 

Only those who through Christ have entered into a vital relationship to 

God are really “alive.”  Existence outside of Christ is not worthy of the 

name at all; for as compared with a soul that has seen everything in heaven 

and earth transfigured by a personal experience of redemption and has 

begun to live daily in the romance and wonder and thrilling stimulus of 

Jesus’ fellowship, the man who lives for the world and the flesh and has 
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no knowledge of God is virtually dead.  He does not know it; he thinks he 

is “seeing life”; he cannot guess the glory he is missing, nor realize the 

utter bankruptcy and wretchedness of everything in which he has put his 

trust.
2
 

 

The Lord’s Table 
I want “to live daily in the romance and wonder and thrilling stimulus” of 

communion with Christ.  He is alive.  By faith we have been raised with him.  Let’s 

remember his death and feed on his grace by eating with him at his Table… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 4, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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