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Text 
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and 

went to the tomb. 
2 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

3 
but when they entered, they did not 

find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4 
While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 

gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 
5 
In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
6 
He is not here; he has 

risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 
7 
'The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'" 
8 
Then they 

remembered his words. 
9 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to 

all the others. 
10 

It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who 

told this to the apostles. 
11 

But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like 

nonsense. 
12 

Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 

themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

Introduction 
 Do you know who Archimedes was?  He was the ancient Greek mathematician, 

scientist, engineer, and all-around smart guy who is probably best known for shouting, 

“Eureka!” (which means, “I’ve found it!”), upon making a mental discovery.  I hope 

you’ll have a Eureka-type moment today as we talk about the resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead. 

 Archimedes is also reputed to have said to the ruler of his hometown, Syracuse, 

“Give me a place to stand, and I will move the world.”  He was really into levers and 

asserted boldly that if you could find just the right place for a fulcrum, with that point the 

earth itself could be lifted off its foundations.  It has come to be known as an 

Archimedean Point and the concept has been used by philosophers to describe that one 

“firm and immovable” point that affects everything else.
1
  If you find it you can make 

sense of everything else; without it everything is disconnected, all theories are partial and 

unconvincing.  Any other point just won’t have the same effect. 

 I want to say this morning that the historical, literal resurrection of Jesus from the 

dead on that first Easter Sunday is the Archimedean Point for Christianity and not just 

Christianity but for the whole universe.  It’s that one point that everything else moves on.  

Take it away and it all falls.  With it, everything comes together. 

If you’re investigating Christianity and getting hung up on things like: “I just 

can’t believe that homosexuality is wrong;” or questions like: “How can all other 
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religions be false?” I want to direct your attention to just one item.  Set everything else 

aside for a moment and decide whether or not the man who lived in first century Palestine 

named Jesus of Nazareth actually came back to life or not.  That’s it. 

If you’re a Christian and struggling in your faith, doubting your experiences, 

confused about certain theological puzzles ask yourself, “Do I believe that Jesus walked 

out of the tomb?”  That’s it. 

If the evidence points to “NO” then I want to be very frank with you: we should 

all drop this nonsense immediately.  There’s no point in keeping this up, not for 

nostalgia’s sake, not for the deeper symbolisms of the power of life over death, not out of 

habit, not because we have too much invested in it to let it go.  “If Christ has not been 

raised, your faith is futile” (1Cor. 15:17).  Plain and simple. 

But this morning I just want to give you some evidence pointing to the answer, 

“YES.”  It at least deserves your investigation.  And if the answer is, “YES,” then I want 

to demonstrate a little bit of how from this you can get at everything else.  It is the 

Archimedean Point.  In short, my message for you today is just this: the resurrection of 

Jesus rocks the world. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Evidence Presented 

I’m going to look mostly at the account found in the writings of Luke today.  

Luke was a well educated Greek, a trained physician living in the middle of the first 

century.  He began his first work on the person of Jesus this way: 

 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who 

from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  Therefore, 

since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, 

it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you 

have been taught.  (Lk. 1:1-4) 

 

So Luke’s aim is not to tell a story or write inspiring devotional literature.  His aim was 

to carefully collect data and write an historical account of what transpired.  And the 

document holds up to scrutiny, being careful to place the events it recounts accurately in 

their historical context by mentioning things like, “This was the first census that took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria” (Lk. 2:2) or, “In the fifteenth year of the 

reign of Tiberius Caesar – when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of 

Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitus, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene…” (Lk. 3:1).  This is clearly history writing, not myth. 

 Luke records highlights of Jesus’ life and teaching, culminating in his arrival at 

Jerusalem for a Passover Feast.  It was here that he died under the order of Pontius Pilate 

and at the instigation of the Jewish Sanhedrin by means of a well attested Roman form of 

execution – crucifixion. 

Then we get to the passage in Luke 24 that was read aloud today: “On the first 

day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared 
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and went to the tomb” (Lk. 24:1).  Again, it’s not, “Once upon a time…,” but a specific 

description, “On the first day of the week, very early in the morning…” 

And what were these women expecting to find?  There’s no doubt that they 

thought they were going to see the dead corpse of their revered teacher.  It was over!  

They just wanted to give him a proper burial and attend to his body with the respect that 

any deceased loved one deserved.  Thus the prepared spices. 

 Now I want you to get this.  These first century women knew just as well as any 

of us today that when somebody dies, he’s dead.  We arrogantly think that we moderns 

are the first to figure this out.  You’ve got to understand that Jesus’ most faithful 

followers had no expectation that Jesus would come back to life.  They were saddened, 

befuddled, confused, grieving… just like you’d expect anyone at a funeral.  They weren’t 

expecting him to be resurrected, because nobody expected something like that! 

 Also, you must realize that when we talk about resurrection we’re not talking 

about life after death.  We’re talking about life after life after death – a return to some 

form of physical existence after physical death.
2
 

To non-Jews of the first century world, resurrection was not only deemed 

impossible (death was a one way street), but it would have been totally undesirable.  The 

Greco-Roman worldview saw matter as lesser and spirit as greater.  The goal was to 

escape from the physical world.  The body was a prison house and “nobody in their right 

mind, having got rid of it, would want it or something like it back again.”
3
  Jesus coming 

back from the dead doesn’t jive with the Hellenistic expectations of the day. 

The Hebrew worldview, however, was quite different.  Yet the idea that Jesus had 

singularly come back from the dead was just as absurd to Jews.  Jews believed in the 

goodness of the physical realm and many had begun to anticipate a great day in which the 

creation would be restored and the bodies of the righteous would be raised.  Death was an 

enemy to be defeated not a gateway to a better place.  But it was all one package.  

Meaning: the resurrection came at the very end AND it involved everyone.  The idea of 

one person being resurrected on his own in the middle of time, while everyone else 

continued on would have been unthinkable. 

 So the idea that the crucified Jesus would have come back to life would not be 

something that the women going to the tomb and the other disciples would have a.) 

expected, b.) thought up, or c.) if they did would have tried to propagate.  It was 

absolutely ridiculous to Greek and Jew alike.  So how’d the idea come about?? 

 When the women arrived at Jesus tomb “they found the stone rolled away from 

the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus” (Lk. 24:2-

3).  And here is probably one of the two strongest arguments for the resurrection – the 

empty tomb!  There was no body.  No one was ever able to produce Jesus’ body.  That 

would have put an end to things very quickly if his decomposing corpse could have been 

produced for all to see.  But it couldn’t.  He was gone. 

 “While [the women] were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 

gleamed like lightning stood beside them” (Lk. 24:4).  Angels.  Seems kind of silly and 

unbelievable, doesn’t it?  I know, but not as inconceivable as what the angels say.  

Remember what the main issue at hand is here.  Let’s just focus on that first… 

 “In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he 

has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: “The Son 
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of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day 

be raised again.”’  Then they remembered his words” (Lk. 24:5-8).  Jesus had predicted 

this on several occasions (i.e. Lk. 9:22), but these predictions of Jesus’ of his coming 

death and resurrection had gone right over their heads.  BECAUSE IT WAS 

COMPLETELY OUTSIDE THE REALM OF POSSIBILITY TO THEM.  After one 

such prediction of death and resurrection we read in Luke 18:34 – “The disciples did not 

understand any of this.  It’s meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what 

he was talking about.”  Now they were reminded but still didn’t know quite what to do 

with it. 

 “When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and 

to all the others.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 

others with them who told this to the apostles.  But they did not believe the women, 

because their words seemed to them like nonsense” (Lk. 24:9-11).  They weren’t like, 

“Oh phew, it’s true… I was beginning to wonder.”  They weren’t like, “Hmmm… you 

don’t think he…came back to life…?!”  It was NONSENSE that Jesus would be alive. 

“Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb.  Bending over, he saw the strips of 

linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened” 

(Lk. 24:12).  So here we have again the reality of the empty tomb.  That’s Jesus’ grave, 

those are his grave clothes, but where’s Jesus? 

And now here’s where the other argument comes in – the other one of (what I 

think are) the two strongest arguments and that is that people actually encountered Jesus 

alive again!  The empty tomb and the eyewitnesses combine together to make what, I 

would say, is a preponderance of evidence.  If there was just an empty tomb people 

would have naturally thought that Jesus’ body had been stolen, some kind of mean prank.  

If there were just personal meetings with Jesus but the body lay in the grave, people 

would have thought they were seeing visions of their departed loved one.  That was 

known to happen [but when it did they would say, “It’s his angel,” or “It’s his spirit,” or 

“his ghost” (cf. Acts 12:15), they would never say, “He’s risen!”]  But together the only 

conclusion, nonsensical as it may seem, is that Jesus was physically resurrected. 

The rest of Luke 24 tells of some such appearances.  Look with me at Luke 24:36-

43, if you will.  Or just listen: 

 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled and frightened, 

thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 

why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I 

myself!  Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you 

see I have.”  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  

And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he 

asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  They gave him a piece 

of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

 

Okay, this is not some apparition.  Luke is being very clear that a physical resurrection 

has occurred.  It was just as much against their worldview back then as it is ours today.  

Yet there was no way to escape this reality for the early Christians.  The other three 

Gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, and John) say the same thing each with its own unique 
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peculiarities that, as the video we watched suggests, is more evidence of their 

authenticity.
4
  (Was there one angel or were there two?  Well maybe there were two, but 

only one spoke or maybe one of the women saw two, but another could only see one…) 

 But what most people may not realize is that the earliest and perhaps clearest 

attestation to the resurrection is not found in the Gospels but in one of Paul’s Epistles 

which was written and circulated just 15 to 20 years after Jesus’ death.  1 Corinthians 

15:3-6: 

 

What I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 

Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five 

hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, 

though some have fallen asleep. 

 

That is a monumental historical claim!  Why does Paul say, “most of whom are still 

living,” if not to encourage people to check it out for themselves, to corroborate it.  If 

those eyewitnesses weren’t around or never really saw Jesus he wouldn’t have written 

such a thing in a public letter to a church. 

And what is to me another extremely strong argument on the side of the 

historicity of the resurrection is that these eyewitnesses maintained their testimony unto 

death.  Many of them were persecuted and murdered for their insistence on such an 

offensive claim.  Why?  Why would they all rather die themselves than deny that they 

had seen Jesus back from the dead?  Because they had really seen him!  As Blaise Pascal 

once said, “I [believe] those witnesses that get their throats cut.”
5
 

Dozens of other would-be messiahs were executed in the first century.  Not one of 

their movements lasted on.  And not one of them was reported to be back from the dead.  

There is no other plausible explanation for the birth of the Christian church apart from the 

conclusion that Jesus, against all expectations yet in true fulfillment of all hopes, bodily 

rose from the dead. 

There are many more arguments and these I’ve listed can be argued more 

extensively.  If you want me to direct you to some resources, please ask me afterward and 

I’d be glad to. 

Let me say again that this claim deserves a rigorous investigation.  Luke tells in 

his second volume, The Acts of the Apostles, of the birth and spread of the early church.  

At one place Paul is recorded as testifying before the Roman Governor Porcius Festus 

and King Herod Agrippa II that Jesus suffered and was the first to rise from the dead. 

 

At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense.  “You are out of your 

mind, Paul!” he shouted.  “Your great learning is driving you insane.”  “I 

am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied.  “What I am saying is 

true and reasonable.  The king is familiar with these things, and I can 

speak freely to him.  I am convinced that none of this has escaped his 

notice, because it was not done in a corner.” (Acts 26:24-26). 
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These Christian claims are not hidden secrets for only the elite or enlightened.  They are 

not merely subjective experiences inside our hearts, as one hymn I grew up singing every 

Easter so sadly insinuates (“You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives with-in my 

heart”
6
).  They are not even events witnessed by a small group and kept hush-hush.  They 

were witnessed by hundreds and published widely almost immediately so that anyone 

could have refuted them. 

 

The Alternatives Refuted 

 Well, those are some of the positive arguments in favor of the historicity of 

Christ’s resurrection.  Let me just list briefly some of the alternative explanations that 

have been posited and show how each of them can be answered. 

 First, there’s the swoon theory – “Jesus didn’t really die; someone gave him a 

drug that made him look like [he was] dead, and he revived in the tomb.  Answer: Roman 

soldiers knew how to kill people, and no disciple would have been fooled by a half-

drugged, beat-up Jesus into thinking he’d defeated death and inaugurated the kingdom.”
7
 

 Then there’s the conspiracy theory, some kind of “Passover Plot.”  This may be 

the oldest.  The disciples stole Jesus’ body and tried to convince people he’d risen.  

Besides all I’ve said earlier about this concept not even being on their radar screen, 

there’s the argument given by Chuck Colson that colossal cover-ups never work.  Colson 

was Special Counsel to President Nixon during the Watergate scandal.  He ended up 

going to prison for his involvement in it, where he became a Christian. 

In his book Loving God he muses on Watergate and the Resurrection.  He says, 

“With the most powerful office in the world at stake, a small band of hand-picked 

loyalists, no more than ten of us, could not hold a conspiracy together for more than two 

weeks…. The natural human instinct for self-preservation was so overwhelming that the 

conspirators, one by one, deserted their leader, walked away from their cause, turned 

their backs on the power, prestige, and privileges.”
8
 

Colson concludes, “Take it from one who was inside the Watergate web looking 

out, who saw firsthand how vulnerable a cover-up is: Nothing less than a witness as 

awesome as the resurrected Christ could have caused those men to maintain to their dying 

whispers that Jesus is alive and Lord.”
9
  There’s no way that many people could have 

maintained such a massive cover-up, nor is such a fraud consistent with what we know of 

their character. 

Here’s another alternative: The disciples ran into someone at the tomb that looked 

like Jesus (perhaps James, Jesus’ brother) and in the half light they thought it was Jesus 

himself.  Answer: they would have noticed soon enough. 

Some object: “Jesus only appeared to people who believed in him.  Answer: the 

accounts make it clear that Thomas and Paul do not belong to this category; and actually 

none of Jesus’s followers believed, after his death, that he really was the Messiah, let 

alone that he was in any sense divine.”
10

 

Finally, there’s the proposal that the whole thing was a myth, a great story of 

symbolism and hope, the new life that’s possible with faith.  But as we’ve seen, that’s 

clearly not what the early Christians understood or what the evidence points to. 

 

The Implications Examined 
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 You have to decide for yourself whether you believe it’s more likely that Jesus 

was resurrected or remained dead.  I think the evidence of the former is quite weighty.  

And if you really believe that Jesus walked out of the tomb, if you really think this has 

happened then think with me about what that does to all your other questions. 

First of all, it proves that God exists!  I was part of a panel at UIC this week 

where students’ questions about Christianity were collected ahead of time and we took 

shots at answering them.  The first question was, “Please prove to me that God actually 

exists.”  By this I took the questioner to mean, “Prove to me that there’s more than what I 

can see.”  Well, if Jesus was raised from the dead, that proves that the natural realm is not 

all there is; some kind of God is real; most likely the God that Jesus spoke of. 

And if the historical evidence based upon the same methods we use to understand 

the Peloponnesian War or reconstruct the life of Julius Caesar points to the historicity of 

the resurrection of Christ, then why can’t we believe in an inerrant Bible?  Is it really 

improbable to believe that the God who raised Christ from the dead has spoken?  Has 

communicated with us?  If there’s a God who intervened in natural human history in such 

a way then why couldn’t he inspire and providentially preserve a set of writings that 

reveal himself? 

If you really believe that the crucified Christ miraculously walked out of the tomb 

2,000 years ago, then why is it so hard to believe that the God he revealed did other 

miracles too?  Why be embarrassed by the Virgin Birth or the parting of the Red Sea or 

other miracles attested to in the Bible?  Do you see what I mean? 

If Jesus’ body was supernaturally re-created, then there’s no problem with 

believing in a supernatural creation, some understanding of supernatural origins of the 

cosmos.  It doesn’t mean we throw science out the window, but there’s also room for 

divine intervention. 

What about life after death?  People are always debating this.  Or the even more 

substantial hope of life after life after death?  If Jesus died and came back to life, it makes 

the claim that there awaits a resurrection of all the dead completely believable, not the 

least bit hard to swallow. 

And what about every other teaching of Scripture – the ethical teachings, angels, 

the Trinity, the divinity of Christ, the exclusivity of Christ, the Second Coming of 

Christ…  If I believe Christ has been raised, why couldn’t I believe these other tenets of 

the Christian faith?  And conversely, if you can show me that Jesus has not been raised 

then all these other claims are not just suspect, but rather ridiculous. 

Do you understand what I’m saying?  The whole thing stands or falls on this.  Did 

he or didn’t he rise from the dead.  If he didn’t then the whole faith is a sham.  If he did, 

then everything else follows.  Do you see how this provides an Archimedean Point?  The 

resurrection of Jesus rocks the world. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Does it rock your world?  I’ve been massaging your mind for a bit, but now I 

want to come down and poke at your heart.  Most importantly, the reality of the 

resurrection says that there is forgiveness of sins. 

The Apostle Paul is very clear in 1 Corinthians 15:17 – “And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”  But if Christ has been raised, 

then it means the cross accomplished something, something quite frankly unbelievable, 
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something profound, a cosmic transaction of mind-blowing proportions, a great exchange 

– “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God” (2Cor. 5:21).  It means that those who by faith are joined to Christ 

are not in their sins anymore.  They’ve been paid for. 

 How can one person bear the weight of millions of people’s infinite sin?  How 

can this be?  I don’t know, but I know that he came back to life so he could also “give his 

life as a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45).  All your guilt… removed… can you believe it? 

 That’s what this meal celebrates… 

 

Benediction 
Though you have not seen the risen Christ, may you love him; and even though you do 

not see him now, may you, based upon the testimony of those who did see him, believe in 

him and be filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  (from 1Peter 1:8; cf. Jn. 20:29) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 12, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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