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Text 
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 

you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 
26

 Look at 

the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
27

 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 

life? 
28

 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or 

spin. 
29

 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
30

 If that is 

how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
31

 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall 

we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 
32

 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them. 
33

 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well. 
34

 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 

day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

Introduction 
 At Immanuel we’re going through the book of Genesis.  Normally I’d just take 

the next passage where we left off and preach from there.  But this week we’re ready for 

the sin of Onan and I thought… I’ll do something different.  If you don’t know why that’s 

funny, go home and look up Genesis 38… 

 I know that our two churches have the same gospel – the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus – and the same goal – to see this neighborhood (you call it the Near 

West Side; we call it the UIC Area) impacted by the gospel.  We have the same gospel 

and the same goal and I just want to give a pep talk today from Matthew 6:25-34 about 

living out of this gospel and for this goal because we’re pretty leaky, aren’t we? 

One leader has said that ‘vision leaks’.  People have to be constantly reminded of 

what they’re shooting for or they will quickly lose sight of it.  I would also say that the 

gospel leaks out of us.  We’re cracked, and frail people who constantly need to be 

reminded of the gospel because it is really the fuel that powers the pursuit of our goal.  

What I want to do today is just this: I want to re-fill our hearts with the gospel and 

ignite a passion to pursue our goal. 

Now I know that some of you are skeptical or cynical already.  Most of us are 

young adults.  It’s unfortunate, but that’s the way it is in the city.  Rick and I both want to 

change that (I’ll talk about that a little more later on), but the fact is that right now most 
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of us are young, some might call us ‘postmodern’, some might call us ‘Gen X’ or ‘Gen 

Y’.  I call us slackers. 

Anybody else here a John Mayer fan?  You know his song, ‘Waiting on the World 

to Change’?  The first time I heard that song I said, “That’s a catchy tune!”  The second 

or third time I heard the song I actually started to listen to some of the words – “We keep 

on waiting, waiting on the world to change.”  “We see everything that’s going wrong 

with the world and those who lead it; we just feel like we don’t have the means to rise 

above and beat it.”  And I thought, “Wow!  This perfectly describes what I see all around 

me!”  Rolling Stone magazine called this song “a moving apologia for Gen Y’s seeming 

‘apathy’.” 

I first heard the song a couple years ago at the same time that I was reading a pop-

sociology of the city called Urban Tribes, a book describing the new phenomenon of 

young city dwellers who put off settling down until their late 30s or indefinitely and live 

it up in the city.  You know who I’m talking about…  The author, a sympathetic insider, 

describes this growing segment of society as those who cherish “the freedom to treat their 

lives as if they were one big fun hobby” (35).  He says elsewhere, describing himself and 

his friends, “We had no sense of a shared mission, no notion that we were a generation 

chosen for some higher purpose – whether to save the world from tyranny or to usher it 

into a new era of peace, love, and understanding” (29). 

We’re young; we live in the city; this is us!  Let’s be honest: we tend to be 

passive, let life come to us, drift, wait.  We’re largely apathetic and ambitionless.  We 

play video games, stay up late, sleep in late, and generally prolong adolescence as long as 

possible. 

I read Tom Brokaw’s book, The Greatest Generation, where he talks about the 

sacrifices that many of our grandparents and great-grandparents who lived through World 

War II experienced and how they actually did change the world.  We… we’re just 

standing at a distance and waiting.  Many of you may have had parents that immigrated 

to the U.S. and busted their humps to make a living and attain a certain lifestyle for you 

and yet you still don’t know what you want to do with your life.  There has certainly been 

a shift. 

Now, I want you to know that the term postmodernism is not a cussword to me.  

Postmodernity has many benefits.  And let’s not forget that modernity was no friend of 

Christianity.  But postmodernism at its core can be simply described as an “incredulity 

toward all metanarratives.”  (A metanarrative is an overarching, all-encompassing story 

that makes sense of life).  And when there is a loss of belief in a metanarrative, which has 

no doubt happened today, what results is a loss of purpose and an influx of cynicism, 

apathy, skepticism, and passivity.  Let’s face it: our generation is drifting through life 

with no real drive or direction, no real sense of urgency, letting life come to us. 

We love to sit back with a drink in our hands and complain about all that’s wrong 

with the world and those who lead it, but for the most part we don’t get up and do 

anything.  The best answer we can come up with seems to be chill out and enjoy today. 

Our parents are on our case about getting a real job, giving them some grand-kids, buying 

a house, doing our laundry, etc…  What’s the big deal?! 

 

Postmodern Vindication in Matthew 6? 
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And then I was reading this stuff from Jesus in Matthew 6 that seemed to endorse 

this laissez faire, live and let live view of life.  “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.”  Don’t get 

all worked up about a retirement plan, 10 year goals, health insurance, dressing for 

success…  “Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than 

clothes?” (v. 25).  Yeah, Jesus!  It’s about living life, enjoying it.  A budget, a planner, 

a schedule, all that stuff hampers just living life. 
“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much more valuable than they?” (v. 

26).  What pigeon has a 401K?  “Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 

life?” (v. 27).  Yeah, I don’t want an ulcer by the age of 35 running some rat race to 

achieve some bourgeois definition of success. 

He goes on – “And why do you worry about clothes?”  One pair of jeans and a 

t-shirt is really all you need, right?  “See how the lilies of the field grow.  They do no 

labor or spin.”  They don’t work!  “Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 

splendor was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 

which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe 

you, O you of little faith?” (vv. 28-30).  Jesus seems to be equating faith with the sit-

back-and-let-life-come-to-you, Jack Keruouc beat lifestyle. 
“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 

‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them” (vv. 31-32).  At this point I was thinking, “Maybe it’s 

pagan to get all worked up and run after goals in life, always so high-strung and driven.  

Maybe the Jesus way is to be laid-back, enjoy people and life, and not get all that worked 

up about anything.” 

 

Postmodern Invalidation in Matthew 6 
 But then I read v. 33 and it struck me in a totally new way than it ever had before.  

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness!”  Seek!  Strive!  An imperative form 

of the word used in the previous verse for running after.  Jesus is saying that there’s 

something that we are to seek hard.  Two things actually: God’s kingdom and God’s 

righteousness. 

 First of all God’s kingdom, not only is Jesus saying that there is something that 

we are to get worked up about, pursue passionately, aim for, align all of our priorities 

around, but he’s saying this object of our seeking is a unifying, cohesive, big-picture 

reality – the kingdom.  This not only challenges postmodern passivity.  It also asserts the 

existence of a metanarrative.  There is an overarching story to reality – Creation, Fall, 

Redemption, New Creation. 

Or you could put it this way…  In creation, God the King, set-up his people 

(Adam & Eve), in his place (the Garden of Eden), under his benevolent rule (enjoy 

everything, but just don’t eat from this tree) – God’s kingdom pattern was established.  

But in the fall people revolted, rebelled, and were expelled from God’s presence.  From 

then on all throughout the history of redemption God was orchestrating things in such a 

way as to anticipate God’s kingdom coming – the call of Abraham, the exodus and 

conquest, the Davidic monarchy, the return from exile… all hints of a future, coming 

kingdom of God. 
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Finally, when Jesus, God in flesh, comes on the scene he says, “The kingdom of 

God is at hand” (Mk. 1:15).  And in his death, burial, and resurrection he purchases a 

people for himself, takes their judgment on himself and removes it so a restored 

relationship between God and his people can be enjoyed again, and comes back to life to 

assume his place on his throne ruling over his redeemed people – the kingdom of God has 

been inaugurated.  But it’s not fully consummated.  It has broken into this fallen world 

and Christ’s reign is mysteriously and ironically expanding, but we still await a day, 

when he returns, when his kingdom will be all there is and God’s perfect people will 

dwell in God’s perfect place (the new heavens and the new earth) forever under God’s 

perfect rule. 

This is a metanarrative if I’ve ever seen one.  And Jesus told us to seek first, to 

make our number one priority, our greatest pursuit, the thing that we organize everything 

else around, God’s kingdom.  We are to seek it.  He says earlier in Matthew 6 that we are 

to pray for God’s name to be made famous, for his kingdom to come/be advanced, and 

for his will to be done on earth as it is in heaven – for his reign and rule to come to bear 

on the hear and now.  Christians are to seek with all their hearts to advance Christ’s 

cause.  Their loyalty is to his kingdom above all else.  This is to be a life-consuming 

passion.  So much so that what you wear and what you eat fades into the background. 

What this does is turn cynicism into hope – Jesus’ kingdom will win (“It’s gonna 

happen) and we do have the power to rise above the world and beat it (i.e. the Holy 

Spirit).  It turns apathy into passion – we stop standing at a distance and start making a 

difference.  It turns skepticism into confidence – God has spoken and his Word is true 

and we can trust it.  It turns passivity into purpose – a time is coming and now is when 

Christ will rule the population and so we can throw our whole lives behind his cause. 

 

Modern Invalidation in Matthew 6 
 But what about all those warnings against running hard that Jesus seems to be 

making here?  Well, obviously, he can’t mean don’t run hard… period.  He just said we 

were to run hard, it’s just a matter of what we run hard after.  Jesus gives a clear 

denunciation of postmodern passivity.  But let’s not miss that he’s also giving a 

denunciation of the modern drive for wealth, security, status, fame, comfort, and power.  

There is a metanarrative (contra postmodernity), but it’s not human progress (contra 

modernity).  It’s the kingdom of God! 

Modernity gave us a metanarrative, but it was a man-exalting, scientific, we-can-

tackle-any-problem, we’re-making-the-world-a-better-place-and-ridding-it-of-evil kind of 

story.  For most of the people in our parents’ and grandparents’ generations what they 

sought first was the American dream, not the Kingdom of God.  Living for the wrong 

thing is just as sad as living for nothing. 

This is still around today.  Listen carefully to the rhetoric on both sides in this 

election – it’s very man-centered: the fundamental goodness and ingenuity of the 

American people, we can enact change, restoring America’s greatness; country first, not 

kingdom of God first. 

And I don’t pretend that all of you are in the ‘postmodern’ camp and need a kick 

in the pants to get out of bed before noon.  Many of you, I know, are really driven people.  

You’re not slackers, but what are you driven for and by?  Success, stability, status, 

money, etc… 



5 

Jesus calls us to something greater, something more!  Christians aren’t to seek 

food, drink, clothing, career status, a big house, recognition, etc…  We do seek the 

kingdom of God!  Seeking means striving, making it your goal, planning/working to 

achieve your goal, having ambition, drive, determination, purpose, etc…  It involves 

thinking often about the trajectory of your life.  Are you waiting on the world to change?  

Or are you trusting in government or human initiative to enact change?  Or are you part 

of what God is doing in his ironic, upside-down, mysterious, mustard seed sort of way to 

change the world through his kingdom inaugurated in Jesus?  Are you drifting, passively 

waiting on life to come to you?  Or do you have drive, ambition, passion, motivation, 

goals, energy?  And if so, are those things directed toward God’s kingdom? 

 

Seeking His Kingdom 

 So what does this look like?  Well, in many ways it looks different for everybody.  

But in some ways it looks the same.  Essentially it means stop jacking around.  First of 

all, if you are a Christian, you’re called to stop jacking around with the church and 

commit.  No church is perfect, but the local church with its preaching of the word and 

administration of the sacraments, with its pastoral authority and church discipline… the 

church is God’s ordained institution for advancing his kingdom in this world.  The Near 

West Vineyard and Immanuel Baptist are churches.  Which ever one you go to, do more 

than just go.  Get plugged in, commit yourself, submit yourself, share yourself, die to 

yourself.  Stop hopping and shopping around.  Stop jacking around with the church – 

sleeping in and skipping out whenever anything more fun presents itself.  Dive in. 

 So every Christian is called to be a part of a church and every Christian that God 

has called to be a part of these two churches he has called to live in the city, specifically 

for most people that means living in this immediate neighbhorhood.  For both of our 

churches, we have a specific mission.  We are neighborhood churches, which means 

we’re people who live together and have a collective passion to seek the kingdom in our 

local context.  So we focus our lives around seeing this neighborhood infected with the 

kingdom of God. 

 And then it involves your own personal callings.  Some are called to be single and 

use that for the kingdom.  Some are called to be married and use that for the kingdom.  

Some are called to be parents and raise their kids in the city for the kingdom.  Some are 

called to be students and do that for the kingdom.  Some are called to be teachers, writers 

of public policy, city planners, government employees, financial planners, attorneys, 

doctors, pharmacists, actors, programmers, engineers, customer service reps, hair stylists, 

etc… 

 Basically what it means is that you see everything about you – where you live, 

where/how you spend your money, how you spend your time, how you approach your 

relationships, how you use your talents and training – as serving God’s kingdom.  More 

specific applications and fleshing that out I’m going to leave to the Holy Spirit to impress 

upon us during our ministry time… 

 

Seeking His Righteousness 

Let me just end by addressing the second half of Christ’s anti-modern and anti-

postmodern imperative.  We’ve talked about seeking first the kingdom of God.  What 

does it mean to seek first the righteousness of God? 
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Does it mean we should seek to see “justice roll on like a river, righteousness like 

a never-failing stream” (Amos 5:24) in a prophetic, social-justice kind of way?  I 

certainly think that’s part of seeking the kingdom of God.  But I think this is referring to 

something different. 

Every time this word is used in Matthew it is referring to right conduct and thus a 

right state before God.  How do people gain entrance into and remain in God’s kingdom?  

By being righteous.  In Matthew 5:20 Jesus uses this word and says, “For I tell you that 

unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you 

will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  So then what is he saying here – “Don’t 

seek wealth, comfort, security, but seek God’s kingdom and seek with all your might to 

be righteous so that you can be a part of it?!?!?”  Try really, really hard to be good.  Is 

that the kind of life Jesus is advocating here?  That sounds utterly exhausting and pretty 

stressful to me. 

Look again.  What does it say we are to seek?  His (i.e. God’s) righteousness!  Let 

me just take you to three other places in the NT where it talks about God’s righteousness 

or the righteousness of God.  First of all, Rom. 1:16ff.  You can turn there if you want or 

you can just listen.  It says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 

God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  The gospel is a powerful thing.  Why is 

it so powerful, so liberating?  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God [or 

righteousness of God or God’s righteousness] is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith 

from first to last, just as it was written: ‘The righteous will live by faith’” (Rom. 1:16-17). 

It’s the verse that rocked Martin Luther’s world and sparked the Protestant 

Reformation in its recovery of the gospel, of what Christianity was all about.  It wasn’t 

about this relentless, driven pursuit of keeping all these rules and doing all these things to 

be righteous on our own.  It was about realizing that you were unrighteous and looking to 

Jesus in faith to bear the penalty of your sin and give you God’s righteousness in its 

place.  An alien righteousness.  A righteousness outside of ourselves, God’s 

righteousness, imputed to us by faith, not by works.  That’s the good news: you don’t 

have to/you can’t be righteous on your own, but Jesus’ righteousness can be credited to 

your account by faith. 

Romans 9:30ff.  Here’s an example of a people who sought, strove for, ran hard 

after righteousness, but not God’s righteousness.  “What then shall we say?  That the 

Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by 

faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  Why not?  

Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works” (Rom. 9:30-32).  They 

had zeal, they weren’t slackers or apathetic, but they weren’t seeking first his 

righteousness, but their own.  It says a few verses later that “they did not know the 

righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own [righteousness]” 

(Rom. 10:3). 

 Finally, Philippians 3:4ff.  Paul just rattled off his resume, he had been no slacker.  

He had drive and determination.  He was living for something, but it wasn’t God’s 

kingdom and his righteousness.  “As for zeal,” he says, “persecuting the church [the 

agent of God’s kingdom]; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  But whatever was to 

my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ” (Phil. 3:6-7).  But what does that 

look like?  Does that mean he throws his hands in the air and becomes a slacker?  No.  He 

redirects his passion and his pursuits. 
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“What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ – the righteousness 

that comes from God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Phil. 3:8-11). 

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I 

press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 

behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12-14).  This is what it 

looks like. 

 

Conclusion 

Jesus tells us today that we’re not to be passionless people.  Be we aren’t to seek 

after the things this world seeks after.  We are instead to seek the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness.  And that means passionately pursuing God, learning more and more to 

live out of his righteousness given to us in Christ which grants us admittance into God’s 

kingdom, and then therefore aligning every aspect of our life with the aims and ways of 

that kingdom.  Pursuing the gospel is what will propel us forward in our pursuit of the 

kingdom in this neighborhood.  And this is life.  When you’re living this way day-by-day, 

everything else that we may be tempted to run after or worry about will take care of itself.  

Seeking to know and live out of God’s righteousness by faith prevents stress and burn-out 

in our pursuit of the kingdom.  “The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 

drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people of Immanuel Baptist Church and the Near West 

Vineyard Church by Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, October 12, 2008.  It is not meant to be a 

polished essay, but was written to be delivered orally. 


