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Text 
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14

 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 
15

 As they talked and discussed 

these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 
16

 but they were kept from 

recognizing him. 
17

 He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, 

their faces downcast. 
18

 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and 

do not know the things that have happened there in these days?" 
19

 "What things?" he asked. "About Jesus 

of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 
20

 

The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 
21

 but we 

had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since 

all this took place. 
22

 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 
23

 but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 

alive. 
24

 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him 

they did not see." 
25

 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken! 
26

 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 
27

 And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 

concerning himself. 
28

 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were 

going farther. 
29

 But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 

over." So he went in to stay with them. 
30

 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and began to give it to them. 
31

 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he 

disappeared from their sight. 
32

 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 
33

 They got up and returned at once to 

Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 
34

 and saying, "It is true! 

The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 
35

 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and 

how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

 

Introduction 
 It’s been a good summer, hasn’t it?  The Cubs have been in first all the way.  It 

hasn’t been too hot.  And the city has been full of things to do.  I always tell people that 

Chicago is the best place in the world to be in the summer.  I generally have to remind 

them of this come about January or February… 

 I hope our summer series building on the gospel and fleshing out what that means 

for our lives and our church has been helpful.  Next week, college students will be getting 

back into town and family vacations will be wrapping up.  We’ll be launching some new 

initiatives for the Fall Kick-Off, like going paperless and stuff like that.  But the biggest 

highlight will be getting back into our study of Genesis.  We left off at Genesis ch. 31 at 
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the end of June and are ready to pick up with the famous scene of Jacob wrestling with 

God next week. 

 But today I just want to go over why it is that we put so much emphasis on the 

Bible, on preaching through books of the Bible, on being a church immersed in the Bible. 

 Do you remember how we said at the beginning of this summer that Christianity 

is good news?  Good news is the literal translation of the word ‘gospel’.  What text did 

we cite as the most succinct statement of this truth?  1 Corinthians 15:1-4, right?  Look 

back there with me, if you will… 

 “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel…”  The gospel is something 

that we can never hear too much. 

“I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you…”  The good news is told; 

it’s preached/proclaimed/declared/heralded. 

“The gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken 

your stand.”  The good news of the objective reality has to be appropriated subjectively.  

Hearing is not enough; it has to be believed. 

Then he says, “By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 

preached to you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain.”  Again constantly orienting 

yourself around the gospel is what’s called for; not just saying a prayer once and ‘getting 

in’. 

And then here it is: “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance 

[there’s nothing more important than this; are you ready?]: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, [and] that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures.”  That’s the good news – the death, burial, and resurrection 

of Jesus in time and space and history.  But what does that phrase – according to the 

Scriptures – mean?  We’ve kind of glossed over that, but it’s important. 

What does it mean that the death and resurrection of Jesus is according to the 

Scriptures?  It means that the historical events of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection 

were foretold and foreshadowed in what we call the Old Testament.  In fact, these events 

can only be understood in light of the story recorded there.  That’s what it meant when 

Paul wrote this. 

But now for us today, I also want to point out that we only know the details of 

these historical events as they are given to us by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  And 

the authoritative interpretation and application of these historical events are only given to 

us by these apostolic writings and the rest of the New Testament.  The gospel is 

according to the Scriptures – the OT Scriptures set it up, the NT Scriptures recount and 

explain it. 

And so if the gospel is according to the Scriptures you could turn that around and 

say that the Scriptures are about the gospel.  And that’s my main thesis today.  It’s just 

this: the Bible is all about the good news. 

Without all of this [the Bible] we would have absolutely no way of knowing 

anything savingly about God.  We’d just have the general sense that God exists (everyone 

knows that from creation and conscience) but we’d be left to mere human speculations 

and distorted oral traditions about what he’s like and what he’s done that would 

inevitably turn into a religious system that weighs us down with some kind of rules that 

are designed to get God off our back. 
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As it is, however, we have an inerrant, infallible revelation from God that tells of 

how he, in dramatic fashion, acted of his own initiative to take the weight of our burdens 

and sins on his own back… on the cross… and how he has begun a New Creation that we 

can be a part of… through the resurrection.  Christianity is good news and the Bible is all 

about that good news. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Every Story Whispers His Name 
 Can I read to you the beginning of a new kids’ Bible that’s out?  It starts off like 

this: 

 

Now, some people think the Bible is a book of rules, telling you 

what you should and shouldn’t do.  The Bible certainly does have some 

rules in it.  They show you how life works best.  But the Bible isn’t mainly 

about you and what you should be doing.  It’s about God and what he has 

done. 

Other people think the Bible is a book of heroes, showing you 

people you should copy.  The Bible does have some heroes in it, but (as 

you’ll soon find out) most of the people in the Bible aren’t heroes at all.  

They make some big mistakes (sometimes on purpose).  They get afraid 

and run away.  At times they are downright mean. 

No, the Bible isn’t a book of rules, or a book of heroes.  The Bible 

is most of all a Story.  It’s an adventure story about a young Hero who 

comes from a far country to win back his lost treasure.  It’s a love story 

about a brave Prince who leaves his palace, his throne – everything – to 

rescue the one he loves.  It’s like the most wonderful of fairy tales that has 

come true in real life! 

You see, the best thing about this Story is – it’s true. 

There are lots of stories in the Bible, but all the stories are telling 

one Big Story.  The Story of how God loves his children and comes to 

rescue them. 

It takes the whole Bible to tell this Story.  And at the center of the 

Story, there is a baby.  Every Story in the Bible whispers his name.  He is 

like the missing piece in a puzzle – the piece that makes all the other 

pieces fit together, and suddenly you can see a beautiful picture. 

And this is no ordinary baby.  This is the Child upon whom 

everything would depend.  This is the Child who would one day – but 

wait.  Our Story starts where all good stories start.  Right at the very 

beginning…
1
 

 

 That’s where we’ve been – right at the very beginning: Genesis.  And we’ve been 

seeing that every story there whispers Jesus’ name.  This is why I love the Bible.  It’s 

composed of 66 different books, written over the span of two millennia, by many 

different authors, from many different cultures and places, writing in three different 

languages, and in multiple genres and styles and it all comes together beautifully to tell 
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one story, with every plot line converging at Christ and the cross. 

God in his sovereignty inspired the authors of Scripture so that they “spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2Pe. 1:21).  And God in his 

providence has collected and preserved these writings for his people to have down 

throughout the centuries. 

 

The Road to Emmaus 
 The first century historian, Luke, writes about a time shortly after Jesus rose from 

the dead when he explained clearly to his followers how the Bible is all about the good 

news.  Let’s look together at the story we had read from Luke 24. 

 Jesus had died and his followers were slow to understand and thought the whole 

thing had been a bust.  Two of them decided to head out, disheartened and dejected.  

They were walking and talking about how cool it would have been and what went wrong, 

when suddenly someone joined them.  They started talking and they were amazed that 

this stranger hadn’t heard what had just happened in Jerusalem – the latest messianic 

hopeful was squashed by the Romans at the request of the Jewish leaders.  To top it all 

off it seemed that his body was now missing.  It was all very sad and confusing. 

 Well, the stranger was actually the risen Jesus disguised from their recognition.  

“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his 

glory?’  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 

written in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Lk. 24:25-27). 

 He started with Genesis, the Pentateuch, and on through all of the OT and 

explained how all of it was really talking about Jesus, dying for sins and rising again.  

Every story, every law, every poem, every person ultimately looked forward to a Messiah 

who would be divine and die to pay for sin and come back to inaugurate a New Creation. 

The two disciples realized later after Jesus suddenly left that it had been him.  

Their hearts, they said, burned within them as he had opened the Scriptures to them.  

They finally got it.  They finally got how the Bible was all about the good news.  So 

they ran back to Jerusalem to tell the others that they had seen Jesus.  It wasn’t all a bust.  

It all made sense now. 

As they shared what happened, Jesus showed up in the room.  He corroborated the 

whole thing.  He let people touch him and verify that it wasn’t a ghost.  It was Jesus, 

crucified but now physically resurrected.  He ate food with them to further proof he was 

real.  Then he repeated the same lesson – “‘This is what I told you while I was still with 

you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 

Prophets and the Psalms.’  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures.  He told them, ‘This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the 

dead on the third day’” (Lk. 24:44-46).  This was written… the Scriptures were all about 

the good news – the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

Jesus was very clear: the Bible is all about the good news.  His early followers 

got that.  That’s why their written accounts of and explanations of the gospel were riddled 

with OT quotations and allusions and imagery.  And the whole thing, the finished form 

we have today, is one beautifully woven, intricate tapestry with the common thread of 

Christ running all through it. 
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Wrong Uses of the Bible 
 What this means is that the Bible’s purpose is to tell the gospel.  The Bible gets 

misused by us if we don’t understand that it’s all about the good news. 

So many people see the Bible as God’s instruction book/road map/owner’s 

manual for life.  So many kids’ Bibles are like this – share your toys, be nice to people, 

obey mommy and daddy…  And the thinking extends right into adulthood.  It happens 

among liberals and conservatives.  One side finds the Bible to be about how we should 

love our enemies, seek justice for the poor, care for the environment, and promote peace.  

The other side sees the Bible primarily as a denunciation of homosexuality, abortion, and 

divorce and a prescription for going to church, tithing, and proselytizing.  Whichever side 

you land on, what happens when you see the Bible this way is that you make Christianity 

into a way of life – here’s what you have to do instead of here’s what Jesus has done. 

 Other’s see the Bible as a book of Absolute Truth.  It gives us the right items to 

believe.  It’s useful for winning arguments against people who believe different items.  It 

insures we have the right worldview.  You simply use the Bible to cull propositions from 

in order to build an intellectual framework.  What happens when you see the Bible this 

way is that you make Christianity into a set of beliefs – you rest your salvation on your 

system instead of the Savior and his sufferings on your behalf. 

 Here’s another wildly popular misuse of the Bible; anybody ever heard this one: 7 

Steps to Financial Freedom, 5 Keys to a Healthy Marriage.  This is usually behind the 

clamoring for help in making the Bible more practical – “Okay, already.  Enough with 

this stuff about sin and salvation and substitutionary atonement…  My real problem is 

raising a teenage kid that doesn’t want to listen to me,” or “I just really need help with 

stress at work and relating to my co-worker who bugs me.”  You see it everywhere: 

people extracting principles from the Bible that make you feel good, that help you 

achieve your best life now, that feed you with chicken soup for the soul.  What happens 

when you see the Bible this way is that you reduce Christianity to a private therapy that 

helps you cope with life. 

 Another misuse of the Bible is this idea that it’s supposed to make you feel 

something.  Crying is good.  Joy is better.  A sentimental sense of closeness with the Lord 

is the best.  What’s it doing for me?  Emotional devotional is what I call it.  What 

happens when you see the Bible this way is it makes Christianity essentially about an 

emotional experience. 

 But Christianity is not a way of life, a set of beliefs, a private therapy, or an 

emotional experience.  It is first and foremost good news.  Do we look to the Bible first 

of all to see ourselves or to see someone else, namely Jesus, who has saved us from 

ourselves? 

Now, don’t get me wrong.  When you hear and believe this good news of what 

God has done in Jesus you’ll feel broken by sin and amazed by grace.  You’ll find 

practical help.  You’ll cherish doctrinal clarity and truth.  And you’ll begin to act a 

certain way – you’ll go to church, give money, proselytize, help others out of 

homosexuality, abortion, and divorce, as well as love your enemies, seek justice, care for 

creation, and promote peace. 

But these things are implications of the gospel.  If you go to the Bible to get these 

things and short-circuit the gospel you’re missing everything.  You’re missing the whole 

point of the Bible.  The Bible is all about the good news. 



6 

 

Right Uses of the Bible 

 Here’s how it works.  Do you believe the Bible is basically about you or basically 

about Him?  Is David and Goliath basically about you and how you can slay the giants in 

your life or is it about Jesus (David’s son and David’s Lord), the One who really took on 

the giants that can kill us and whose victory is imputed to us?  Do you see every passage 

as being ultimately about Jesus? 

 We’ve seen it a ton already in Genesis, right?  Jesus is the true and better Adam 

that passed his test in the Garden, the Garden or Gethsemane not the Garden of Eden, and 

his obedience is imputed to us just as Adam’s disobedience was. 

Jesus is the true and better Abel who though innocently slain his blood cries out 

not for our condemnation but for our acquittal.  It speaks a better word. 

Jesus is the true and better ark that saves us from the flood of God’s judgment 

when we are shut into him. 

Jesus is the true and better Abraham who answered the call of God to leave all 

that was comfortable and familiar and enter the unknown. 

Jesus is the true and better Melchizedek – our Great High priest who blesses us 

eternally. 

Jesus is the true and better Isaac who was not just nearly offered up by his father 

on Mt. Moriah but was truly sacrificed for us all on Mt. Calvary.  While God said to 

Abraham, “Now I know that you love me because you did not withhold your son, your 

only son whom you love from me.”  Now we at the foot of the cross can say to God, 

“Now we know that you love us because you did not withhold your son, your only son 

whom you love from us.” 

Jesus is the true and better ladder, dropped down from heaven to reveal God and 

make a way for people to know him. 

Later in Genesis we’ll see that Jesus is the true and better Joseph who is at the 

right hand of the king and forgives those who betrayed and sold him and uses his power 

to save them. 

Later in the Pentateuch we’ll see that Jesus is the true and better Moses who 

stands in the gap between the people and the Lord and mediates a new covenant. 

Jesus is the true and better rock of Moses who struck with the rod of God’s justice 

now gives us water in the desert. 

Jesus is the true and better Job – the truly innocent sufferer who then intercedes 

for and saves his stupid friends. 

Jesus is the true and better David whose victory becomes his people’s victory 

though they never lifted a stone to accomplish it themselves. 

Jesus is the true and better Esther who didn’t just risk losing an earthly palace but 

lost the ultimate heavenly one.  Who didn’t just risk his life, but gave his life.  Who 

didn’t just say, “If I perish, I perish.”  But said, “When I perish, I perish to save my 

people.” 

Jesus is the true and better Jonah who was cast out into the storm so that we could 

be brought in. 

He’s the true Passover Lamb, the true Temple, the true Prophet, the true Priest, 

the true King, the true sacrifice, the true Lamb, the true Light, the true Bread…
2
 

As Tim Keller says, “The Bible’s not about you… it’s about Jesus.”  It’s not 
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about what you must do or what you must believe.  It’s not about helping you reach your 

potential or helping you feel good about yourself.  It’s about an amazing and glorious 

God who has orchestrated everything to point to Jesus who died and came back to life to 

make us right with him and initiate a New Creation where we can live with him.  It’s all 

about the good news. 

 

Preaching 
And so if the Bible is our only source of getting the gospel and the gospel is our 

only hope for life and death, then it follows that the Bible is indispensable.  It must be 

kept at the forefront of the Christian life.  Personal Bible reading is key.  But remember 

what we’ve been seeing: the Christian life isn’t just a personal thing; it’s a corporate 

thing.  And the church is that corporate entity.  And so the primary form that all this takes 

in the context of the church’s corporate life is preaching.  Preaching is the mainstay of 

our life together.  Personal Bible intake is great.  Small Group Bible discussion is huge.  

But public, proclamation and exposition of the Bible is irreplaceable. 

Sadly, many churches have disregarded this practice.  The gospel became lost or 

even worse – assumed.  And therefore the Bible wasn’t seen as being all about the good 

news so it became kind of boring.  What do you do?  You liven it up.  You move away 

from text-based preaching and move towards more topic based preaching, with a 

smattering of texts thrown in here and there, but mostly funny stories, emotional hooks, 

distilled self-help principles, or fascinating new ideas or ways of looking at things.  The 

Sunday sermon shrunk in length and became a 20 minute, multi-media pep talk. 

Now a new generation has become dissatisfied with the fluff of what normally 

passes as preaching in most churches, but instead of returning to a rigorous exposition of 

the biblical text committed to tracing every trajectory to Jesus, they are advocating an 

abandonment of preaching altogether.  Let’s construct the ‘sermon’ together.  Let’s share 

our feelings.  Or something like that. 

 But because the gospel is a report of good news, a declaration of what God has 

done and because the Bible is the sole repository of that good news, sitting back and 

letting the Word be proclaimed at you and covering your mouth in awe and amazement at 

the reality of what God has done must be an indispensable part of church.  That’s called 

preaching. 

 Granted, what I’m doing now and what I’ve been doing this summer has been for 

the most part teaching, and there’s a place for that and a need for that.  But the meat and 

potatoes of the church needs to be a steady diet of expository preaching, going into the 

excellencies and intricacies of the inspired text and unpacking what it says and how it 

ultimately points us to Jesus.  Does preaching involve elements of teaching?  Yes.  But 

the main purpose is not to give practical instruction on how to live life nor to convey 

information nor to fix problems nor to whip up emotion, but rather to proclaim the Word 

that proclaims the mighty works of God climaxing in the gospel. 

 When it’s seen this way you’ll more naturally not read the Bible or listen to 

sermons because you have to, but because you want to see Jesus and be reminded of the 

greatness of the gospel.  You want to hear the declaration that your sins are absolved.  

Hallelujah! 

 You’ll want the Bible not just to find out what rules God wants us to live by so 

that we can feel good about ourselves and better than other people OR bad about 
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ourselves and try harder but so that we can see how far short we fall and how great the 

cost of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for my sin, and then out of gratitude see the kind of 

life that pleases God in response to what he’s done, knowing we’ll never do it perfectly 

and constantly need to repent and get the gospel. 

You’ll want the Bible not just to get doctrines (like ‘God is holy’; ‘Jesus is fully 

God’; God is sovereign); not jut to get a list of truths and ‘right thinking’ that we can 

mentally assent to in order to feel good about ourselves and better than those with not as 

good theology.  Rather we’ll want the Bible’s doctrines so that we can more clearly see 

the beauty of the gospel message – God his holy so my sin is serious business, Jesus is 

fully God so he could take away all my sin, God is sovereign so he is able to be gracious 

to me despite me, etc… 

You’ll want the Bible not to get 7 Steps to help yourself, but to know that your 

sins are completely forgiven and that we already have a right standing with God and from 

that position you can then face peer pressure, be free from financial bondage, and love 

your spouse. 

And what’s the best way to feel close to God?  The GOSPEL!!!  And the Bible is 

all about the good news.  So you’ll want the Bible to tell you that good news that alone 

can fill you with lasting joy and peace and contentment. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May you know the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus. (2Tim. 3:15) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 17, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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