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Text 
This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among 

the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
2 
(This was after King Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court officials and 

the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen and the artisans had gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 
3 

He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of 

Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said: 
4 
This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
5 
"Build houses and settle down; 

plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
6 
Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons 

and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 

there; do not decrease. 
7 
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into 

exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." 

 

Introduction 
 For the summer we’ve been taking a break from our looking together at Genesis 

(but it’s been interesting how much of what we’ve been talking about is based on what 

we’ve seen in Genesis, isn’t it?).  What we’ve been doing is trying to provide a 

comprehensive framework for understanding what Christianity is about and how it affects 

our lives.  Ambitious, I know… 

 We started with this assertion – Christianity is good news.  Good news is the 

literal meaning of the word gospel.  Christianity is not a way of life, it’s not a set of 

beliefs; it’s not a private value system or therapy; it’s not an experience.  Christianity is, 

first and foremost, good news. 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 provides a clear summary of this.  Paul says the gospel is of 

first importance – it’s the sine qua non of Christianity.  He says he wants to remind the 

Christians there of the gospel – so it’s not a stepping stone onto other things, it’s what 

permeates the Christian life from beginning to end.  And then he says what it is – the 

gospel is that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, 

[and] that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

The gospel is the declaration of an event that happened in time and space and 

history – God, in the unique person and through the unique work of Jesus – has provided 

salvation: he paid for sin on the cross and initiated a New Creation when he walked out 

of the tomb.  Therefore, Christianity is utterly unique in that it’s not about me and what I 

must do (however you define that); it’s about God and what he has done… in Jesus.  



2 

‘Good’ is an understatement. 

Then the next Sunday we saw how that reality has several implications.  These 

implications must not be confused with the message, otherwise the good news is gutted 

of its goodness, but it could be said that if they don’t follow then one hasn’t really seen 

the goodness of the good news in the first place.  The first and most obvious implication 

is that good news is told.  That’s the very definition of news – you tell it; you don’t act it 

out like a game of chirades.  And if it’s good, you share it – you don’t keep it to yourself.  

This is called evangelism.  It’s what Christians do… naturally… joyfully… lovingly. 

But then we saw that we don’t all drop out of school and quit our day jobs and 

start going door-to-door all day annoying people or stand on the street corner with a 

bullhorn like that guy on State and Washington.  Many Christians don’t get this, but the 

good news gives significance to our daily work.  Jesus came back from the dead… 

PHYSICALLY… hello!  Matter matters.  Our jobs in the ‘real world’ are practice for our 

future life in the real REAL WORLD, when Jesus comes back and makes everything 

right again.  In the meantime we work to make this world a little more like what it was 

supposed to be and will be one day.  That’s our calling.  We have vocations. 

Christianity is good news, good news is told, the good news gives significance to 

our daily work, and then we saw that the good news gets people together.  There’s a 

vertical dimension to the gospel (God – human), but this reality also spills over into the 

horizontal realm (human – human).  Christianity is essentially communal.  The Christian 

community Jesus founded and is still building today is the church.  A churchless 

Christian is an oxymoron.  The gospel frees us from our individualism and 

insubordination and God’s gracious commitment to us allows us to commit ourselves to 

others.  We need the church. 

Last week we took that one step further and said that the good news gets people 

together… on a mission.  Mission is the church’s raison d’être.  We are brought together 

to be sent out.  Jesus said on the very first Sunday gathering of the very first church – “As 

the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (Jn. 20:21).  So a church shouldn’t just think 

that it does missions, but should understand that it is missional; we don’t just send, we are 

collectively sent. 

The need for this kind of biblical, theologically informed thinking is especially 

necessary today as we live in one of the largest mission-fields in the world – North 

America.  Churches have to stop being scared and fighting against the world and start 

being secure in the gospel so they can serve the world.  They have to stop turning inward 

and getting all lovey-dovey with each other and turn outward and start loving their 

neighbor.  Immanuel is seeking to understand itself as a missional church. 

Are you with me?  I just brought you up to speed on the last five weeks. 

Today I want to take all this (as you might guess) one step further.  As a missional 

community the church must take its cues on how to go about its mission from how God 

went about his.  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – a community on a mission; mission 

culminates in Father sending the Son into the world; but he didn’t have Jesus commute 

from heaven every day.  No.  Instead “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us” (Jn. 1:14).  Or as Eugene Peterson paraphrases – he “moved into the 

neighborhood” (The Message). 

This is called the Incarnation.  Jesus entered fully into our humanity and into a 

particular culture and place.  He felt the particular fears, the pains, the disappointments, 
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the joys, the dreams, the hopes of the people he came to reach.  He spoke the language, 

wore the sandals, grew the beard, ate the kosher food.  This is what was involved in the 

Incarnation. 

So what that means for us is that being missional goes hand-in-hand with being 

incarnational.  It’s absurd to think that someone could be a missionary to China without 

living in China, speaking Chinese, wearing Chinese clothes, adopting certain Chinese 

customs, etc…  The same goes for a missional church.  We are sent to a particular place. 

For Immanuel, we are a people called together by the gospel and sent out to the 

city of Chicago, particularly this area surrounding the University of Illinois at Chicago 

we call the UIC Area.  Today I just want to explain a little bit about what makes being a 

city church so important and so exciting. 

I want you to think in ways perhaps you never have about what the Bible says 

about the city, about how strategic it is that he has called Immanuel to be on mission with 

him in the city, about how great our city is and yet how needy.  I want you to love this 

city.  I want you to see all these concepts – gospel, evangelism, vocation, church, mission 

– come together perfectly when you place them in the city.  In short, what I want us to 

see today is just this: we have good news for the city. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Theology 
 I’ve been working over the past year with the Chicago Metro Baptist Association, 

a network of nearly 200 churches of which we’re a part, to hire three new full-time staff – 

a guy who will help oversee church planting efforts in our city, a guy who will assist with 

leadership development among our churches, and a guy that will come alongside existing 

churches and help them be more missional.  It’s exciting work, but also discouraging. 

 I’ve looked through well over a hundred resumes and sent out dozens of 

questionnaires.  One of the questions we ask is – “What is the GOOD NEWS?”  Now, 

these are seminary trained men, many times with years of ministry experience and I 

cannot tell you how many can’t answer that question.  It’s quite sad.  I hope everyone 

that’s been to our church one time could answer that. 

 Another question we ask is – “Describe the importance of the city from a biblical, 

sociological, and theological perspective.”  And again most people don’t get it.  Almost 

everyone says something about how the city is a dark, evil place full of lots of lost 

people, almost as if to say, “Cities are generally places to avoid except for the fact that 

there are SO many people there and we know that God cares about people, so we’ve got 

to go there to be reach the most people.” 

 I want to present you with a more fully orbed view than that.  Yes, cities represent 

the highest concentration people who need to hear the gospel.  But there’s more to it.  As 

someone pointed out to me recently, Jonah – who was commissioned by God to preach to 

Ninevah but tried to escape and got swallowed by a big fish and eventually went and did 

it anyway, but begrudgingly – at the end of the book is rebuked by God for his lack of 

concern.  God says, “Ninevah has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who 

cannot tell their right hand from their left.”  So God uses the people argument, but then 

he adds, “and many cattle as well.”  What does that mean?  I’ve often wondered.  Is God 

an extreme animal rights activist?  But someone pointed out to me recently that the cattle 
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represent the economic currency, the industrial machinery, the cultural development in 

the domestication of animals.  So God is concerned about the structures, the institutions, 

the social fabric of Ninevah as well.  He concludes his rebuke and the book with the 

rhetorical question, “Should I not be concerned about that great city?” (Jonah 4:11). 

 God is concerned about cities, not just because vast numbers of souls happen to 

reside there, but because cities represent part of God’s overarching plan for humanity. 

It’s been noted many times that the Bible begins in a garden, but ends in a city!  

Genesis 1:28 records the cultural mandate given to our first parents – “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 

of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  In other words, 

Adam and Eve were to continue God’s work of forming and filling the world as his 

representatives/images on earth.  This meant an increasing population and a developing 

civilization living in harmonious, culture-forging community.  In other words – CITIES! 

 Contrary to what some have said, cities are not a result of sin.  They are part of 

God’s intention for humanity.  It’s just that sin now corrupts cities.   So instead of being a 

place of human cooperation and harmony, they become places of segregation and 

division.  Instead of being a place of safety, they’re places of crime.  Instead of being 

places of human flourishing, they’re plagued with poverty.  Instead of being a seedbed of 

cultural creativity that reflects God’s beauty, they become production centers of art, 

science, architecture, technology, and culture that demean and debauch.  Instead of being 

places where God’s temple is at the center and God is collectively worshipped (i.e. 

Jerusalem), they become centers of idol worship (especially the god of Money) and pride 

with modern-day ziggurats downtown (i.e. Babel).  Sin has corrupted cities. 

 But the answer is not to abandon the cities.  Why?  Because God still sees them as 

part of his plan.  The book of Hebrews says that Abraham was “looking forward to the 

city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (11:10), and that God “has 

prepared a city” (Heb. 11:16) for those with Abraham’s faith.  Revelation 21-22 describes 

that city.  It says that the New Creation, which Jesus inaugurated with his resurrection, 

will be like the Garden of Eden (cf. Rev. 22:2; the Tree of Life); but it will be the 

fulfillment of the original purposes of Eden; it will be a city – a fully populated and 

perfected civilization! 

 Andy Crouch in his brand new book destined to become a classic, Culture 

Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling, points out that “the new Jerusalem will be 

truly a city: a place suffused with culture, a place where culture has reached its full 

flourishing.  It will be the place where God’s instruction to the first human beings is 

fulfilled, where all the latent potentialities of the world will be discovered and released by 

creative, cultivating people.”
1
  Or as I once heard Mark Driscoll say (and I hope you have 

a sense of humor) – “If you don’t like the city, you can go to hell.” 

 We look forward to living in perfected bodies in that perfected city one day.  And 

until then, the church is to work to be a ‘city within the city’, the City of God amidst the 

City of Man (à la St. Augustine’s classic, The City of God).  We are a subversive 

community that witnesses to the cosmic aspect of the gospel and prefigures the 

consummation of the kingdom that is coming when Jesus returns.  Jeremiah’s letter to the 

exiles from Jerusalem in the pagan city of Babylon gives us this mandate – 
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“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  

Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give 

your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.  

Increase in number there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the 

Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (Jer. 29:5-7) 

 

Christians, exiles, aliens, and strangers on this earth, should be a presence in the 

cities, working for their good.  Christians are to be people who through evangelism and 

through their vocations and through the way they live in community and serve those not 

in their community manifest something of the end time city in the in-between-time city. 

 

Rural, Suburban, and Urban 

So what about rural and suburban settings?  Are you saying that Christians 

shouldn’t be there?  No.  Of course not!  Wherever there are people, there need to be 

missional churches.  I want to see vibrant, churches in the suburbs and in rural areas 

impacting their communities.  I’m all for that. 

My heart aches for places like Russiaville, IN, where I grew up – a town of 

roughly 1,000 that I mentioned last week has 6 churches.  I long to see a gospel-centered, 

missional church planted there giving my highschool classmates something to live for 

beyond mere ‘religion’. 

Some guys I respect out in the suburbs just launched a ministry in the last couple 

weeks called sub�text, dedicated to the preaching and practice of the gospel in the 

suburban context.  They make some good points about the nature and needs of the 

suburbs.
2
 

I love the country – wide open space, fresh air, natural beauty – but there’s a 

reason why up until the last few hundred years we didn’t romanticize the wilderness and 

instead feared it.  National Parks are great for vacations, but try living in the wild without 

any accoutrements of human culture and no hope of ever returning to civilization and see 

how much you like it… or how long until you get eaten by a bear.  We were made to 

make civilization. 

I love the suburbs too.  I do.  In many ways they are more humanizing than what 

our modern, industrial/post-industrial cities have become – a manageable pace of life, a 

sense of rootedness, and family friendly (although if you’re ever concerned about the idea 

of raising kids in the city, let me know; I have a lecture I can share with you that presents 

a pretty compelling case for cities actually being the better place to raise children, but that 

would take us too far down a rabbit trail).
3
  But let’s be honest in thinking about suburbia 

– the whole post-WWII, American suburb as we know it had its genesis in white flight 

and caters to individualism and consumerism.  We were supposed come together to live 

in community, not move apart to get more space and bigger closets. 

 The whole world is fallen and so the church needs to go into all the world with the 

message of the gospel – rural, suburban, and urban.  But cities are unique in that they 

represent most closely what God’s intention is for the New Creation.  Why is that?  Philip 

Bess, head of Notre Dame’s architecture department and advocate for what’s called New 

Urbanism, points to Aristotle’s examination of the good life as that which is lived in 

community with the city (the polis) being the ultimate human community – the 
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community of communities that exists in order to give the best life possible to its citizens. 

The city is a beautiful thing when it works.  Diversity, density, mixed use 

buildings making automobiles a luxury, not a necessity.  Public parks, cultural 

collaboration.  I love walking to the hardware store when I need something.  I love 

stopping and chatting with Tina who’s always sitting on a chair in front of her house.  I 

love having kids that live on the block (Essence, Calia, Adam) over to make pizzas 

together and eat.  I love just walking to the neighborhood pool when it’s hot for a dip and 

seeing those same kids there.  I love walking to the Post Office or the gym and saying hi 

to people along the way that I know.  I love having a downstairs neighbor (Joy) that can 

watch Lucy, being able to talk with Sylvia and Jesse across the street about fire escape 

issues, having dinner with friends across the street (Mike & Rachael), watering the 

garden in the back and talking with Vince & Mandy on their deck, needing a battery 

jump and being able to find someone right away… things like that. 

You say, “Well you can experience that in the suburbs.”  Yeah, but it’s enhanced 

in the city and there are also many factors in the suburbs that work against community 

and interdependence (i.e. zoning laws).  You say, “It sounds kind of like an old-

fashioned, Mayberry-esque small town.”  Exactly!  The city is a complex web of 

interconnected, immediately adjacent small towns.  It’s a beautiful thing.  It’s a biblical 

thing.  It’s the best place for the church to do its thing.  But the thing is that the 

evangelical church has by and large abandoned the city.  Let’s look at the ramifications of 

that for a moment. 

 

The Biblical and Historical Precedent 
 Last week we noted the current shift in Western culture back towards a pre-

Constantinian, pluralistic world where Christianity is an often persecuted minority not in 

bed with power and not the de facto religion of everyone.  Today I want to point out 

another aspect of the Roman world in the first 300 years of the Common Era that we are 

beginning to experience again today – it was urban! 

 The Pax Romana resulted in a unique setting – a highly urbanized society of 

major, cosmopolitan cities connected by an advanced system of roads and travel.  

However, with the rise of Christendom, the fall of Rome, and eventually the advent of the 

Dark Ages and feudalism the face of Western civilization changed.  Up until 1850 there 

were only 4 cities in the whole world that had a million people (and those were mostly 

ethnically homogeneous; i.e., London, Beijing). 

But with the rise of industrialization and now globalization, the increase in 

immigration, and advances in travel and communication technologies cities are exploding 

all over the place.  There are currently over 25 ‘megacities’ (urban areas with over 10 

million people) in the world with projections for exponential growth in the future.  In 

1950, there was only one – New York City.  For the first time ever, a majority of the 

world’s population lives in an urban area. 

Suburban sprawl is still happening (though slowed by the rising fuel costs and the 

crashing housing market), however at the turn of the century in cities all over America 

and the world there’s a growing trend of re-urbanization.  People are moving back into 

the cities where urban decay, race riots, and street gangs once ruled.  From 1950 to 1990 

Chicago, for example, lost nearly 1 million people!  Thanks to the wild popularity of 

sitcoms like Seinfeld, Friends, and Sex & the City that glamorized the city life (and I’m 
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sure other more sophisticated factors) cities have become the place to be.  Chicago’s 

population is on the rise again.  Empty lots are being built on.  New developments are 

everywhere.  Other urban areas around the country are being revitalized.  Yet Evangelical 

Christianity remains centered almost entirely in rural ‘red states’ and suburban 

‘megachurches’. 

With the death of Christendom and the reemergence of a highly urbanized culture, 

the entire world now finds itself in many ways like the 1
st
 century Mediterranean world 

of the NT.  Will Christianity again flourish and spread like it did in its early days?  Or 

will it shrink back into retreat and irrelevance.  It depends on whether or not it gets 

missional and whether or not it re-situates itself in major, global cities. 

 Why do I say that?  Let’s look at the book of Acts in a way that perhaps you never 

have before.  First of all, it all starts in Jerusalem – Pentecost, 3,000 added in one day, 

growing ministry.  But secondly, perhaps the most momentous yet often overlooked 

advancement of the gospel in the book of Acts was when some Christians who had been 

scattered because of the persecution resulting from Stephen’s death “went to Antioch and 

began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus” (Acts 

11:20). 

Antioch was one of the major cities in the Roman Empire.  It was the third largest 

behind Rome and Alexandria.  It had an estimated population of half a million people.  It 

had 200 people per acre (Chicago has on average 20 people per acre).  And it was 

cosmopolitan – Syrians, Romans, Greeks, Arabs, Persians, Armenians, Parthians, 

Cappadocians, Jews, and even Indians and Chinese were said to live there!  But each 

group lived behind walls that separated ethnic enclaves from each other (sound 

familiar?).  Sociologist Rodney Stark states that “Antioch was a city filled with hatred 

and fear rooted in intense ethnic antagonisms and exacerbated by a constant stream of 

stangers.”
4
  Antioch was a large, dense, diverse, dirty, and divided city… and the church 

flourished there! 

The Bible says that “the Lord’s hand was with [those who proclaimed the gospel 

there], and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord” (Acts 11:21).  And 

Acts 13:1 indicates that this new church was multi-ethnic in its make-up.  It didn’t just 

appeal to dispersed Jews or one ethnic group.  For the first time in the history of 

civilization people were crossing over ethnic barriers to worship the same God together.  

Before that, religion and ethnicity were always closely tied together.  This was a new 

phenomenon and so they had to come up with a new name for it – “The disciples were 

called Christians first at Antioch” (Acts 11:26). 

And from the major urban center of Antioch a movement of the gospel was 

launched that has literally changed the world.  Paul and Barnabas were sent out from 

Antioch to proclaim the gospel and plant churches.  And where did they go?  They went 

almost exclusively to the leading cities of each province.  They spent practically no time 

in the towns and villages of the countryside.  They went to cities like Philippi, 

Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus.  The early church’s strategy was city-

focused!  And by the year 300 AD, 50% of the urban populations of the Roman Empire 

were Christian, while over 90% of the countryside remained pagan.  Actually, that term 

pagan most likely comes from the Latin word paganus which means a farmer or a man of 

the country. 
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What does this tell us?  It tells us that we have good news for the city!  Yet 

Christians today generally think of the city as the place to avoid, the enemy of faith.  The 

Bible says that if you want to reach a country or a culture with the gospel, you go to the 

cities – the centers not only of population but also of education, law, finance, art, politics, 

media, and entertainment.  Cities are home to the poor and the alien – those close to the 

heart of God.  But they are also home in large part to the creative class, the corporate 

leaders, the intelligentsia, the impressionable students (50,000 college students in the 

Loop, the most of any downtown in America). 

Culture emanates from cities.  People flow in and out of cities.  People in cities 

are more open to new ideas, including perhaps the gospel if it’s shown to be different 

than their perception of right-wing, Republican ‘religion’.  All of this combines to make 

cities the single most strategic and needy places for churches! 

 One church planting center located in New York City puts it this way: 

 

There is a lot of bemoaning the fact that, while there are millions of born-

again Christians, they seem to be having no impact on the culture.  The 

reasons given are usually complex and unconvincing.  Nobody notices that 

Evangelicals are totally non-urban.  Homosexuals, while only 2% of the 

population, are nonetheless highly influential.  Why?  They live almost 

exclusively in the largest urban areas, where they work in places that 

control social discourse.  But evangelicals, who are 15%-20% or more of 

the population, have fled the cities.  This is a recipe for complete cultural 

irrelevance. 

 

The Specifics of Our City 

 If the theological basis for cities isn’t enough, the biblical and historical precedent 

of city-centered Christianity should convince you that this is a great place to be on 

mission with God. 

 Let me just share with you a few of the specifics about Chicago that make it fit 

the bill as a prime location for a concerted effort at missional engagement and church 

planting. 

Chicago is like the Antioch of today.  It’s the third largest city in the United States 

behind New York and Los Angeles with nearly 3 million people in its city limits (9.5 

million in its metro area).  It’s extremely cosmopolitan and diverse.  Chicago is roughly 

36% Black, 31% White, 26% Hispanic, and 5% Asian.  30 different ethnic groups have 

populations of at least 25,000.  26 different languages have interpreters in Chicago 

hospitals.  Chicago still has more Poles than any other city in the world except Warsaw, 

Poland.  Along Devon Avenue on the north-side is one of the nation’s largest 

concentrations of South Asians, especially Indians and Pakistanis.  And on the south-side 

around Cermak and Wentworth there is a large Chinatown.  And the nations are flocking 

to Chicago for education and economic opportunities (yet another reason why mission is 

no longer just ‘over there’ but ‘back here’ too). 

Chicago is one of only 10 alpha class cities in the world, a designation that 

indicates global influence and impact.  It has the world’s busiest airport – O’Hare 

(depending on how you measure it).  It’s the second largest tourist destination in the 

country.  12 Fortune 500 companies are headquartered in the city.  The Chicago 
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Mercantile Exchange and Board of Trade is the world’s largest global derivatives 

exchange.  Harpo Studios right up in the West Loop is where the highly influential Oprah 

Winfrey Show is filmed and disseminated to millions of households.  The University of 

Chicago has produced more Nobel Prize winners than any other university (81).  And 

through Chicago’s own WGN, which is broadcast as a Superstation on cable, people from 

around the country can watch Chicago’s local news every night. 

There are officially 77 Community Areas that make up the city and around 183 

distinct neighborhoods.   I think you could spend a life-time just exploring this city and 

its history.  Immanuel’s neighborhood – the UIC Area – takes up parts of the Near West 

and Lower West Sides of Chicago just south and west of the Loop.  The boundaries are I-

290 (Eisenhower) on the north; Canal on the east; Cermak on the south; and Western on 

the west. 

The hub is UIC – Chicagoland’s largest university; 26,000 students a majority of 

whom are minorities.  1 out of every 10 college graduates in Chicago came through UIC.  

It has the nation’s largest medical school and it’s becoming a premier residential, 

research university. 

We’ve got new lofts, townhomes, and condos in University Village, University 

Commons, University Station, Roosevelt Square, etc…  Full of yuppies and DINKS. 

We’ve got government subsidized housing projects.  We’ve got Little Italy.  

We’ve got Pilsen – a world recognized Mexican community.  We’ve got the Chicago 

Arts District right along Halsted, the largest artist colony in the city where 15,000 artists 

have lived since 1960. 

All within walking distance you have students, professionals, artists, Mexicans, 

Blacks, and Italians, among others.  Sounds like a microcosm of Antioch, doesn’t it?  

Immanuel desires to see a movement of the gospel transcend these ethnic, class, and 

sometimes geographical boundaries so that people from the UIC Area come together to 

worship the one true God. 

 

Conclusion 

 This is our home.  By living near each other, we can more easily have authentic 

Christian community and be a support network for each other as we face the challenges 

of city living. 

This is also our mission field.  This is where our church is sent to be on mission.  

We want to be a counter-cultural community for the common good that collectively bears 

witness to the gospel.  Immanuel is a distinctly city church.  We love Chicago as a whole 

and our neighborhood – the UIC Area – in particular.  And we want to see a movement of 

the gospel take root here and grow throughout the city… and beyond.  

 Daniel Burnham, famous for his role in making Chicago an architectural pioneer 

and for planning the layout of the city in the early 1900s, once declared, “Make no little 

plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood.”  Chicago’s city motto inscribed on its seal 

is URBS IN HORTO, or “City in a Garden.”  Our hopes and dreams for Chicago are big – 

to see a movement of the gospel sweep across it to make it a place more like that garden-

like city Jesus is coming to establish one day – the New Jerusalem. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Rev. 21:27 says that “nothing impure will ever enter [that city], nor will anyone 
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who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the 

Lamb’s book of life.” …. 

 

Benediction 
May God make the gospel glorious to you and use you, as part of this church, to make his 

Name glorious in this city. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 3, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 Andy Crouch, Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling (Downers Grove: IVP, 2008), 169. 

2
 See http://thesubtext.org. 

3
 Listen to Tim Keller’s talk, “It Takes a City to Raise a Child,” on www.redeemer.com. 

4
 Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus Movement Became the 

Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in a Few Centuries  (San Francisco: Haper/Collins, 1997), 

160-161. 


