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Text 
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

14
 How, then, can they call on the one they 

have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 

hear without someone preaching to them? 
15

 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

 

Introduction 
 We’re taking some time off from going through the book of Genesis on Sundays 

and using this summer to explore some essential Christian themes.  Last week we looked 

at what Christianity is all about.  It’s not, at its core, a way of life, a set of beliefs, a 

private value system, or an emotional experience.  Christianity is good news. 

 And good news is the literal meaning of the word gospel.  Last week we saw how 

the gospel is centerpiece of Christianity.  Everything else is peripheral; the gospel is 

central to Christianity.  Everything else is secondary and tertiary; the gospel is primary.  

Everything else is an implication; the gospel is the foundation. 

 But we also saw that the gospel is not merely a ticket in to Christianity.  It’s not 

something basic that Christians believe and then move on from to other things.  It’s what 

they must constantly be reminded of and hold firmly.  What this means is that the good 

news, rightly understood, should never become old news.  Christianity says that every 

single problem in life ultimately stems back to a failure to fully grasp the gospel.  And 

every single area of Christian growth is fueled by the gospel.  Everything! 

 So… what is the gospel?  What is the good news?  We saw last week that it is 

historical.  The gospel is not merely a collection of ideas or concepts like grace or 

forgiveness.  It encompasses those concepts, but the gospel is news.  It’s news about an 

event that has happened in time and space – a real person named Jesus died for sins, was 

buried, and came back to life in fulfillment of all the hopes put forward in the Scriptures. 

 Last week we looked at this event from the individual angle and the cosmic angle 

and ultimately the GOD angle.  We saw how Jesus lived the perfect life no one else could 

ever live, died the death for sin others should have died, and gives those who believe in 

him a righteousness they could never earn.  But not only that, history is going 

somewhere!  The gospel offers both personal peace and a grand scale hope.  And the 

greatest good of the gospel is God!  The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 

reconciles people to God and guarantees them a place in his presence forever where there 
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are pleasures forevermore. 

The news of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection is good news!  This summer 

we’re just going to be unpacking the many different ramifications of believing this 

gospel.  If you’ve heard this declaration, this report, and believe it’s true and that it’s 

good news, then it changes everything.  Everything! 

The gospel becomes the controlling reality in all of your life.  What could be more 

important than the fact that there is a God, you’re not right with him, but he stepped into 

human history to die to pay for your sin and rose again to guarantee the hope of a new 

world?  The gospel gives meaning, purpose, and significance to your life.  Those who 

have heard and believe this good news are freed from guilt, despair, futility, and an 

otherwise pointless existence.  If you believe it, the gospel gives your life a goal – to 

glorify God by spreading the good news of what he’s done in Jesus!  You have a mission.  

This takes many different forms and has many different applications in your life (we’ll 

explore some of those this summer), but the first and most obvious is what Christians call 

evangelism, literally “good newsing.” 

My main point today is simple and it’s just this: good news is told. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

Illustration 

 Let me start off with a parable of sorts that I’ve found to be extremely 

illuminating.  It’s borrowed from the great, 20
th

 century British preacher, Martyn Lloyd-

Jones: 

 

Suppose a medieval king marshaled his army and went out from his 

walled city to engage the enemy on the battlefield.  If the king failed to 

defeat the enemy, what would he do?  He would send military advisers 

back to the city right away – people who would direct those left in the city 

to prepare for a siege.  “Put archers in this tower, fortify that wall, close 

these gates, load the catapults, dig in and prepare to fight.”  The king 

would send advisors to tell the people what they must do. 

 

But what would happen if the king went off to battle and won a decisive 

and definitive victory over the enemy?  What would he do?  He would 

then send heralds/messengers/euva,ggeloi back to the city right away to 

announce the good news of what has happened; to declare that the battle 

has been won.  “The victory is won!  Rejoice!  Live your lives in light of 

this peace that the king has achieved for us!”
1
 

 

Lloyd-Jones said that every other religion offers advice, but only Christianity 

offers good news.  Advice is counsel about how to do something that needs to be done.  

News is a report about something that has already happened and there’s nothing more 

that needs to be done.  Do you see the difference? 

The gospel is the good news of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection which was 

the decisive victory over sin and Satan and death.  He has paid for sins once and for all.  

He has guaranteed that all things will be made new again by his resurrection from the 
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dead.  Christianity is not an advice religion (here’s what you have to do), it is a news 

religion (here’s what Jesus has done). 

 

Evangelism 
This is a helpful illustration for clarifying what the gospel is.  But it’s also helpful 

for elucidating what the gospel calls for.  It calls for proclamation.  It is news.  And news, 

by very definition, must be told. 

If Christianity was fundamentally a way of life, then some combination of 

modeling/mentoring relationships and practical seminars would be what we’re all about. 

If Christianity was merely a set of beliefs then classes and lectures and catechisms 

would be the top priority. 

If it was simply a therapeutic, private value system then we’d just have a bunch of 

couches and counseling sessions to help people feel better about themselves and hope 

they find something that works for them. 

If it was an emotional experience first and foremost then by all means bring on 

the strobe lights and slick dramas. 

But if Christianity is good news, if that’s what it is at its core, then it joyfully 

demands to be proclaimed, preached, shared, shouted… because good news is told. 

The Greek word that the Bible uses and which we translate ‘gospel’ is euvagge,lion 

– literally good news.  The NT writers didn’t come up with that word.  It was understood 

and used in the everyday language of the ancient world.  And it had a corresponding 

word – euva,ggeloj – a ‘good newser’.  I looked it up in one of my big, heavy books and I 

read this, “Among the Gks. the term is used for the proclamation of news of victory.  The 

euva,ggeloj comes from the field of battle by ship, by horse, or as… a swift runner, and 

proclaims to the anxiously awaiting city the victory of the army, and the death and 

capture of the enemy.”
2
 

You see, that’s what we’re about: glorifying God by spreading the good news of 

what he’s done in Jesus.  We have good news… the best news.  And good news is told.  

This is my top priority as a pastor.  But this is also the top priority of those in the church 

who believe it too.  We don’t just try to be good people and do good deeds (we’re bad 

people who realize believe that Jesus has died for us).  We don’t just try to argue with 

people who disagree with us about what belief system is correct.  We haven’t just found 

something that works for me; whatever works for others is there business.  We don’t try 

to manipulate people’s emotions.  We simply declare, report, herald the good news of 

what Jesus has done in time and space and history.  That’s all.  That’s what we’re about. 

The president of the Christian college I went to wrote this in a recent magazine 

for alumni: 

 

St. Francis famously exhorted, “Preach the gospel at all times.  Use words 

if necessary.”  We know what this aphorism was designed to stress: the 

importance of the “adorning” role of our deeds (Titus 2:10).  But were we 

to press the saying literally, it would be false.  The gospel cannot be 

“preached” nonverbally.  The gospel is inherently a verbal thing.  It 

requires verbal expression.  [Things like] social activism can never take its 

place.
3
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 If you’re not a Christian and you’re here today… this is what I’m doing.  I’m 

simply telling you the good news – that a man named Jesus lived 2,000 years ago in 

Palestine.  He lived the perfect life you could never live and died the death you deserve to 

die.  If you simply believe that he died for you, your sins are forgiven and you are 

accepted by a righteous God as a righteous person – not a righteousness that you earned, 

but a righteousness that is credited to your account by grace, through faith.  And Jesus 

rose again from the dead, guaranteeing that a future resurrection awaits those who put 

their faith in him when he comes back to set the whole world right again. 

 If you are a Christian, if you know the good news… I’m simply reminding you 

that good news is told.  You are an euva,ggeloj.  If you really believe that this has 

happened, that everyone is by nature enemies of God and deserving of his just judgment, 

but that God himself has provided a way for sinners to be saved by entering into this 

world in the person of Jesus and taking the just judgment in their place; if you really 

believe that the world and everyone in it is on a trajectory toward destruction, but there’s 

hope because Jesus has conquered death and begun a New Creation where everything 

will be just right; if you really believe this stuff has happened, you will tell others.  Good 

news is told. 

 

Obstacles to Evangelism 
 So… why is it that most Christians don’t evangelize?  What keeps us from being 

people who regularly and freely tell the good news?  Most of us share the gospel rarely 

and fearfully.  To be honest, I feel like a hypocrite standing up here and telling Christians 

to share the good news with their family members, co-workers, neighbors, and friends 

because I don’t do it that often myself.  Why?  What paralyzes us from sharing this great 

gospel? 

 I have to believe it is because we don’t believe the gospel all the time.  To the 

extent that Christians don’t share the gospel, they don’t get the gospel.  This is why we 

must be reminded of the gospel over and over and over again.  What do I mean?  Let me 

try to explain. 

First of all, if you’re not living in light of the victory that’s been achieved on your 

behalf by Jesus, then you’re still fighting for your life.  You’re in the same lot that 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones would say every religion besides Christianity puts you in.  You may 

not even think you’re religious, but you are in the sense that you are trying hard to in 

some way make yourself good enough; to find some sense of security/validation.  There’s 

something you have to do to feel better about yourself, to feel worthy… 

For those of us who often miss the gospel for a Christianized version of religion, 

what it looks like is that evangelism becomes a duty.  Are you with me?  It’s something 

that a good Christian is supposed to do.  It’s top on your list of things to do to assuage 

your conscience and make yourself feel good, like you’re pleasing God.  But the problem 

is: you can never do it enough.  You can never be sure you’ve pleased God by sharing the 

gospel enough.  And very quickly you become fried.  It’s exhausting.  Duties are 

draining.  And so you don’t do it.  But you feel guilty for not doing it, so you try to 

muster up enough energy to do it.  It’s a terrible way to live.  Evangelism becomes like 

that overwhelming duty that you don’t want to think about, but you’ve got to do; it’s 

always looming over your head. 

But if we really believed the gospel – that I don’t have to do anything; Jesus has 
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done everything – then evangelism won’t be something that we have to do.  It will just 

become something that we do out of the freedom and love we experience in Christ. 

Love.  Let’s think about love for a minute.  Really evangelism is the most 

important way that you can love your neighbor.  For what is more loving to your 

neighbor than telling him about what Jesus has done to provide salvation for sinners and 

escape from God’s wrath??  The way to be reconciled to God and enjoy him forever??  

But the problem is that it is impossible for us to become genuinely loving toward other 

people because we are preoccupied with self-love.  When we are not living in light of the 

gospel, we are looking out for ourselves – trying to outperform others; trying to make 

sure we’re crossing all our Ts and dotting all our Is; trying to make sure we survive; 

we’re not looking out for others. 

It’s only when we know with complete assurance that we are secure, that we can 

risk our lives for the sake of others.  It’s only when we’ve experienced the lavish love of 

God for us in Jesus, that we can begin to love others.  It’s only when we have God’s love 

graciously poured into our hearts through the gospel that it can overflow into the lives of 

other people. 

Until we’ve felt God’s love for us in the gospel, we won’t be able to truly love 

others by sharing the gospel with them.  But when we’ve been overwhelmed by God’s 

great love, then we can begin to truly care for others and the most natural way is to tell 

them the good news of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.  Do you see how grasping 

the gospel frees us up to share the gospel? 

Another obstacle many people have experienced in evangelism is the fear of 

rejection.  We’re scared of people.  What will they think?  Will they ridicule us?  Will 

they lump us in with religious fanatics they see on TV?  What if they say no and it ruins 

our relationship or my reputation?  What if being known as a vocal Christian jeopardizes 

my success? 

Again, believing the gospel is the antidote to this paralysis.  If we really let sink in 

the reality of God’s unwavering approval of us because of Christ, then we wouldn’t be 

controlled by prospect of other people’s disapproval.  Knowing that though I am 

completely sinful, I am totally accepted by God on account of Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection means that if the king of the universe accepts me and loves me completely, it 

doesn’t matter so much if my neighbor thinks I’m a nut.  So what? 

But let me also say that evangelism shouldn’t unnecessarily make enemies.  There 

are some people who just by disposition don’t seem to care much about what people 

think of them (it’s not necessarily because they’re rooted firmly in the gospel) and they 

can be quite obnoxious.  They do evangelism, but it’s not out of a heart wowed by God in 

the gospel and filled with love for their neighbor.  It’s, again, out of a ‘religious’ mindset.  

These people are generally combative.  They feel better than other people and evangelism 

is a way to tell others that they’re right.  The gospel should not be shared out of anger or 

arrogance. 

 

Suggestions for Evangelism 
 So how do you share the gospel?  My first suggestion, you might be able to guess, 

is just to live in it yourself.  Go deeper into its waters.  Swim in it.  Let it wash over you, 

refresh you.  Relish it.  Let it define you.  Put yourself in places where you will be 

reminded of the gospel over and over again.  Preach it to yourself everyday.  Let God fill 
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you with his love that overflows to other people. 

And then at the same time, put yourself in places where you know there are 

people who don’t believe it, who maybe haven’t even really heard it.  Parties, clubs, jobs.  

Develop relationships with the people who sit on the sidewalk down the street all the 

time.  The guy behind the counter at the coffee shop you like to frequent.  Your 

coworkers.  And as you grow in love for the gospel and in love for them you will 

naturally desire to learn their language, what makes them tick, how sin has manifest itself 

in their lives, their history, their hopes, their fears… 

And you simply tell them the news of how Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection 

and what makes it so good.  There are techniques and tools out there that can be helpful, 

but if you’re loving the gospel and loving people you can’t go wrong.  Let it rip.  Open 

your mouth.  Tell the good news. 

You can’t go wrong as long you include the news of Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection.  If you don’t, you’re not evangelizing.  Evangelism is not just talking about 

God or spirituality.  It’s not just about dropping into the conversation that you go to 

church.  Nor is it about arguing with your fellow students about the Federal Marriage 

amendment.  It’s not about sharing trite affirmations like God loves you.  It’s about 

Jesus!  It’s about what he has done.  That has to be there for it to be evangelism. 

Jesus’ parable about the farmer who sowed the seeds and the four soils has been 

very helpful for me in thinking about evangelism.  “A farmer went out to sow his seed.  

As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  

Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because 

the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 

withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop – a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”  We can’t guaranteed how people 

respond.  In fact, we can be guaranteed that most people probably won’t respond with 

genuine belief.  But our job is simply to scatter the seed… broadly… to throw it 

everywhere.  Good news is told.  We should just be telling it all the time to everyone and 

trust that some will eventually fall on good soil. 

It’s God who ultimately can convict people of their sin and their need for a Savior 

and it’s God who converts.  John Stott says, “To ‘evangelize’… does not mean to win 

converts… but simply to announce the good news, irrespective of the results.”
4
 

Lastly, in light of this, another thing we can be doing is praying regularly for 

people we know who don’t believe the gospel.  Pray for open doors to share the good 

news with them and boldness to walk through those open doors.  And pray for God to 

give them faith, knowing that “faith comes from hearing” (Rom. 10:17) and no one will 

hear unless they’re told. 

 

Conclusion 
 We’re about the gospel.  That’s it.  Not a club.  And we believe this gospel grabs 

our lives up into something greater.  We have a mission to glorify God by spreading the 

news of what he’s done in Jesus.  Evangelism is necessary to this task.  And evangelism 

means telling people about what Jesus has done. 

 If you’re here today we make no apologies – our hope is that you would see this 

news of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection as good and be caught up by it.  And for 
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those of you who have heard it and believed it, my prayer is that as it sinks in more 

evangelism would permeate every area of your life. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 This is an opportunity to be reminded in symbolic form of the gospel – Christ’s 

body and blood was shed for me… 

 

Benediction 
May your feet be beautiful as you bring the good news to this world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 6, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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