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Text 
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you 

have taken your stand. 
2 
By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 

Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
3 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures 

 

Introduction 
 Normally here on Sundays we just take a passage from the Bible and unpack it 

and wrestle with it and see how God has revealed himself in it.  We’ve been going 

through the first book of the Bible – Genesis – for awhile.  However, we’re going to take 

a break from Genesis for the rest of the summer.  We’ll be back in it at the end of August 

in time for all the students to get back and our Fall Kick-Off.  The next several weeks 

we’re going to be flying at a higher altitude and look at some big picture concepts 

regarding Christianity, the Christian life, the church, etc… 

 First of all, today we’re going to think together about what Christianity is all 

about at its most basic level.  There’s confusion on this.  Definitely among non-Christians 

(most non-Christians don’t really know what Christianity is all about), but also among 

many who call themselves Christians (in fact, it’s self-proclaimed Christians who 

contribute the most to non-Christians’ misunderstanding of Christianity). 

Is Christianity a way of life?  That could be defined many ways: seeking justice 

for the poor, caring for the environment, loving people, voting pro-life, going to church, 

not cussing, smoking, or drinking? 

Is Christianity a set of beliefs – a list of propositions that you intellectually assent 

to? 

Is Christianity a private set of values – what works for you or for me to cope with 

life? 

Is Christianity a personal, spiritual experience – this feeling of being close to 

God? 

For me to suggest to someone that she become a Christian am I suggesting that 

she merely begin to act a certain way, believe a certain way, adopt my private value 

system, have a certain experience? 
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Many would say Yes.  I would say No.  Every other religion or philosophy 

involves a way of living, entails a set of doctrines, claims to be helpful, offers 

experiences.  Make no mistake – Christianity does too.  But that’s not what it’s about at 

its core.  Here’s my thesis: Christianity is good news!  This is something that has been 

coming into clearer, more breathtaking focus for me over the last couple of years.  

Christianity is good news! 

‘Good news’ is the literal meaning of the word ‘gospel’.  The gospel is the 

centerpiece of Christianity.  That passage Raechelle just read is from one of the earliest 

Christian writings we have.  The apostle Paul wrote it to a Christian church in Corinth in 

the 50s AD.  He says that he wants to remind them of the gospel/the good news.  It’s 

something that they had heard and accepted, but needed to continually keep at the center 

of their lives, holding onto firmly.  If they lost their grip of this gospel, they’d lost 

everything.  He says the gospel is of “first importance.”  It can never be put aside to focus 

on other things, pushed to the periphery, minimized, assumed, ignored.  Christianity is 

nothing if it is not good news! 

So what is the good news?  What is the gospel?  Paul says the good news is that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, and that he was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  So Christianity is first and foremost 

a declaration that a man named Jesus died to pay for sins, was buried, and came back to 

life in fulfillment of all the promises put forward in the Hebrew Scriptures.  It is news 

about what Jesus has done in time and space 2,000 years ago.  It is a report of something 

that happened in history. 

Christianity is not simply a lifestyle, a belief system, a concept, an emotion, a 

worldview, a religion.  It’s about the unique person and work of Jesus Christ.  It is a 

declaration of an historical event – Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

was buried, and was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  Christianity is 

news. 

Okay.  So what makes the news of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection good?  I 

want to help you today to look at this event – the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus – 

from three angles: (1) the individual angle, (2) the cosmic angle, and (3) the God angle.  

And hopefully you’ll begin to see why this is the best news that could ever be told. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Individual Angle 
 The first way to understand the goodness of the good news is to look at what it 

can mean for you personally.  This is the first step, really.  You have to see it from this 

angle to really see it.  Here’s how it goes: if you look across the whole Bible for what it 

says about the categories of God, Man, Sin, and Salvation this is what you’ll find: 

 

God is completely perfect, consummately beautiful, pure, righteous, unstained, 

unequalled, uninhibited in power… utterly holy.  As the Creator and Sustainer of 

all that is he rightfully deserves all of our worship, allegiance, adoration, and 

submission.  But as the fountain of all things bright and beautiful he also offers 

unparalleled pleasures and satisfaction in himself. 
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Man was made to know God and enjoy him forever. 

 

However, the first humans sinned.  They rebelled against God, disobeyed his 

commandments, and forsook him, choosing instead to find pleasure elsewhere 

(only to find emptiness).  And in their mutiny they pitted humanity against God 

and now God is against humanity, because in his holiness he cannot look on sin 

and in fact his justice demands that sin be punished.  Every breath of air or 

pleasure of life is sheer, undeserved grace from God.  We are all born in revolt 

against God, enemies of him, intent on worshipping other things (especially 

ourselves) instead of the One our hearts were made for. 

 

But from the beginning, God embarked on a plan of salvation, culminating in God 

himself taking on human flesh for the purpose of bearing in himself the just 

punishment our sins deserve.  This is what Paul means when he says – Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures.  As David Wells says, “In his moment of 

death the holiness of God and our sin collided.”
1
  Jesus’ cry of dereliction from 

the cross (“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”) reverberates through 

all time.  This is not a grotesque display of barbarism, as you may hear some say 

today.  But as Wells says, “What we see at the cross is the white-hot revelation of 

the character of God, of his love providing the price that his holiness requires.  

The cross was his means of redeeming lost sinners and reconciling them to 

himself, but it was also a profound disclosure of his mercy.  It is… an 

‘inexpressible gift’ that leads us to wonder and worship, to praise and adore the 

God who has given himself to us in this way.”
2
 

 

God – Man – Sin – Salvation.  When we look at it from an individual angle we see that in 

his death Jesus has provided forgiveness, justification, and reconciliation with God for 

sinners who deserved only God’s wrath.  Jesus’ burial confirms that he really did die.  

And his resurrection confirms that his death really did atone for sins, it wasn’t just a nice 

idea with no way of backing it up. 

This makes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus good news because if we 

repent of our sins and trust that Jesus died to pay for them, then when God looks at us he 

sees Jesus and therefore sees us as righteous, even though in ourselves we are not.  “God 

made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

There’s nothing we can do to earn God’s favor.  To try is only to slap God in the 

face even more.  Salvation is purely a gift of grace!  It’s something that has been 

accomplished for us by Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. 

The Christian says, “I am more sinful than I ever imagined, yet on account of 

Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection I am more accepted than I ever dared dream.”  

This is the gospel.  This is what makes Christianity utterly unique and distinguishes it 

from all other religions.  As Tim Keller is fond of saying – ‘Religion’ says, “I obey, 

therefore I’m accepted.”  The gospel says, “I’m accepted, therefore I obey.”  Those are 

two radically different concepts! 

 Hearing of what Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection accomplished for me is 

the most wonderful news ever.  Martin Luther, the great 16
th

 century theologian who 
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helped the church rediscover the gospel and rescue it from the grip of ‘religion’ put it this 

way – because of the cross I am simultaneously a sinner and yet a saint.  A pastor down 

in St. Louis named Darren Patrick has come up with an illustration that I think is very 

helpful.  I call it ‘The Gospel Trampoline’. 

 

 
As we go deeper into the darkness that is in our hearts, we will peel back more 

and more layers of idols.  We should constantly be seeking to go underneath the surface 

sins and see the deep-seated root sins.  The deeper we go in repentance the higher we can 

bounce in faith as we realize the amazing truth of the gospel – I am completely sinful and 
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yet on account of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection I am completely accepted by 

God!  Christians spend their whole lives bouncing on this trampoline, going deeper and 

higher! 

And this is, by the way, the key to transformation, because the higher you go in 

faith, the more you worship God for his glorious mercy displayed in the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Christ.  And the more you worship God, the less and less you will be 

prone to worship lesser gods.  The more satisfied you become in God’s love for you, the 

more free you will be to stop using other people to get love and instead be able to love 

them. 

 

The Cosmic Angle 

 Christ’s death for sins, his burial, and his resurrection in time and space and 

history is good news isn’t it?  But there’s more.  It’s not merely about individual 

salvation, as glorious as that it.  But it’s even bigger and grander.  It’s cosmic! 

Here’s how you see this: if you look along the sweep of the Bible’s story-line 

you’ll see the following plot:  Creation – Fall – Redemption – New Creation.  God 

created the world in perfect harmony.  The first humans rebelled against him and the 

effects of that fatal Fall were more than just individual.  It plunged the whole created 

order into disarray – interpersonally, societally, ecologically, etc…  The world is messed 

up on a grand scale.  Everything’s off kilter because of our rebellion against God.  

Civilizations, systems, societies, structures are all contaminated.  Romans 8 says that the 

creation itself was “subjected to frustration” and put in “bondage to decay.”  It groans “as 

in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time” (Rom. 8:20-22).  Have you heard 

those groanings? 

But you know what labor pains mean, right?  A baby is coming!  And with the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Christ the head has popped out!  The overarching 

narrative of the Scriptures is a story of hope.  God is making things right again. 

The first step was to deal with human sin, which is what Jesus did on the cross so 

that there could be a redeemed people who could be in God’s presence and not face 

God’s judgment.  But Jesus’ resurrection did more than just validate his atoning death.  It 

provided a foretaste of what awaits the world in the future.  God has promised a complete 

redemption, not just a spiritualized one, but a New Creation, a re-made cosmos.  And this 

has been initiated with the resurrection of Christ.  He was reconstituted and literally 

walked out of the grave (no one could or has produced his body or his bones), but he was 

immortal – physical existence taken to its hyper-reality.  Glorified.  Perfected.  The proto-

type of many more to come. 

After Jesus’ resurrection he ascended into heaven with the promise of coming 

back again one day to remake this world and resurrect all the bodies of those his death 

covered so that they could live in the New Creation forever and ever.  It sounds too good 

to be true, but again this is the news.  It has historically, literally happened! 

This is good news because even though we live in a world that is full of evil, 

injustice, pain, and heartache as a result of our sin, Jesus has begun to make all things 

new.  He died to definitively deal with our sin and reconcile us to God, and he rose again 

to inaugurate the New Creation as its first installment!  And he will come again one day 

to put the world right and put us in it to live with perfect interpersonal, societal, and 

ecological harmony.  That new world we look forward to at the end of history as we 
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know it has begun to reach back into history and is present now in seed form. 

 So God doesn’t just have a wonderful plan for your life; he has a wonderful plan 

for the whole universe!  This is all over the Bible.  But let me just point to three verses.  

Matthew 19:28 Jesus says to his followers, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all 

things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will 

also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  In Acts 3:21 Peter says 

that the resurrected Jesus “must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore 

everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.”  And in Colossians 1:20 

Paul says that Jesus’ death on the cross was designed to reconcile “all things” to God.  So 

the Christian hope is not simply dying and having your soul go to some ethereal realm.  

It’s a firm conviction that because of Jesus death, burial, and resurrection God will finish 

what he started and restore the whole creation.  This is big!  This is good news! 

 

The GOD Angle 

 But there’s more!  If the gospel is left just at personal escape from judgment and 

the crediting of Christ’s righteousness to my account and the hope that the world is being 

set right, then it’s missing the main point, the thing that makes the news of Christ’s death, 

burial, and resurrection GOOD, and that’s GOD! 

 In other words the declaration of what God has done in Jesus is not just about 

giving us a ‘get-out-of-hell-free card’ or getting us a clear conscience or giving us a hope 

that one day we won’t have to deal with cancer or corruption.  The gospel is good news 

because it gets us to God, the source of all good! 

 1 Peter 3:18 says, “Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God.”  This is the greatest good of the gospel.  He is the 

perfection of all beauty and the source of all satisfaction. 

And Revelation 21, which describes the consummation of God’s cosmic 

redemption, the return of Jesus to transform this world and us, talks about the final state 

as a perfected society, a city in fact.  And there we read, “Now the dwelling of God is 

with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be 

with them and be their God” (v. 3).  The greatest thing about the New Creation will be 

that God is there!  It’s not that your grandmother will be there or your spouse or your pet 

from childhood.  It’s that we will see God face-to-face! 

 What amazing news!  Because of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection we can be 

forgiven and accepted into God’s everlasting kingdom where we will enjoy him together 

forever and ever – the infinite source of joy and delight! 

 John Piper puts it this way: 

 

The highest, best, final, decisive good of the gospel, without which no 

other gifts would be good, is the glory of God in the face of Christ 

revealed for our everlasting enjoyment.  The saving love of God is God’s 

commitment to do everything necessary to enthrall us with what is most 

deeply and durably satisfying, namely himself.  Since we are sinners and 

have no right and no desire to be enthralled with God, therefore God’s 

love enacted a plan of redemption to provide that right and that desire.  

The supreme demonstration of God’s love was the sending of his Son to 
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die for our sins and to rise again so that sinners might have the right to 

approach God and might have the pleasure of his presence forever.
3
 

 

Piper, following others in the history of the church like Jonathan Edwards and 

John Calvin and St. Augustine, has helped me see God’s glory as the glue that holds 

everything together.  And the gospel of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus is the 

greatest display of God’s glory.  The most glorious thing about God is that he is merciful 

and that his mercy conceived of a way to maintain his holiness and his love so that we 

could be in his presence in a perfect world forever – the work of Christ. 

 

Conclusion 

 The gospel – the good news declaring the historical event of Jesus’ death, burial, 

and resurrection – is good because of 

 

(1) what it means for me individually: I’m a sinner deserving of God’s judgment, but 

Jesus took God’s judgment for me and gives me his sinlessness; I’m 

simultaneously a sinner and a saint; I’m a bigger sinner than I thought, but God is 

a bigger Savior than I thought! 

(2) what it means for the world: Our sin has wrecked this world, but Jesus has dealt 

with sin and in accordance with his promises in the Scriptures he has begun the 

literal restoration of this world in the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 

(3) what it ultimately gets us: GOD! 

 

This is what Christianity is all about – the gospel.  This is what we’re all about 

here.  This is everything… 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 29, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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