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Text 
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 

45
 for the sun 

stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46

 Jesus called out with a loud voice, 

"Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
47

 The centurion, 

seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." 
48

 When all the 

people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 
49

 But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a 

distance, watching these things. 
50

 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good 

and upright man, 
51

 who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of 

Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 
52

 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. 
53

 Then 

he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had 

yet been laid. 
54

 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 
55

 The women who had come 

with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 
56

 Then they 

went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the 

commandment. 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and 

went to the tomb. 
2 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

3 
but when they entered, they did not 

find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4 
While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 

gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 
5 
In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
6 
He is not here; he has 

risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 
7 
'The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'" 
8 
Then they 

remembered his words. 
9 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to 

all the others. 
10 

It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who 

told this to the apostles. 
11 

But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like 

nonsense. 
12 

Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 

themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 
13 

Now that same day two of them 

were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14 

They were talking with each 

other about everything that had happened. 
15 

As they talked and discussed these things with each other, 

Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 
16 

but they were kept from recognizing him. 
17 

He asked 

them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast. 
18 

One 

of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that 

have happened there in these days?" 
19 

"What things?" he asked. "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. 

"He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 
20 

The chief priests and our 

rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 
21 

but we had hoped that he was 

the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 
22 

In 

addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 
23 

but didn't find his 

body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 
24 

Then some of 
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our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 
25 

He 

said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
26 

Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 
27 

And beginning with Moses and 

all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
28 

As they 

approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 
29 

But they urged 

him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with 

them. 
30 

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 

them. 
31 

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
32 

They 

asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened 

the Scriptures to us?" 
33 

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and 

those with them, assembled together 
34 

and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 

Simon." 
35 

Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when 

he broke the bread. 
36 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, "Peace be with you." 
37 

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 
38 

He said to 

them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 
39 

Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 

myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 
40 

When he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and feet. 
41 

And while they still did not believe it because of joy and 

amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 
42 

They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43 

and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
44 

He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 

Psalms." 
45 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 

He told them, "This is 

what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 

and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses 

of these things. 
49 

I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 

been clothed with power from on high." 
50 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up 

his hands and blessed them. 
51 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
52 

Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53 

And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

 

Introduction 
 Now it’s that time of the week when I stand up and talk to you from the Bible for 

a good 45 minutes or so.  We recently finished up going through a book of the Bible 

called Daniel that deals a lot with the end of history as we know it.  We wrapped that 

book up a couple weeks ago.  Starting next week we’re going to dive into the very first 

book of the Bible – the book of Genesis; the book of beginnings.  In the meantime we’re 

kind of talking about whatever we want to talk about. 

Two weeks ago Candice got baptized so I talked from 2 Peter 1:1-11 about adding 

to your faith things like goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, 

brotherly kindness, love – making every effort to grow into our new clothing which is 

Christ Jesus. 

Last week Derick talked about following Christ in the ‘real world’, giving your 

whole life over to him, every aspect; answering Jesus’ call in Mark 8:34-37 to lose your 

life in order to truly find it. 

Now we were trying to decide what I should talk about today.  It’s wide open.  I 

thought about talking about time management and lifestyle decisions.  I thought about 

talking about how to eliminate stress, dealing with past wounds that affect your 

relationship with God and other people today, dating, poverty, parenting, community 

involvement.  These are all good topics that need to be talked about (and Christianity has 

a lot to say about them), but you know what?  This is not what Christianity is about! 

We don’t come together every week to learn about how to live a better life.  Our 

message to others is not – “We can help you have a better marriage/manage your 
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finances/become a better person.”  Hear me clearly: the content of Christianity’s message 

is not about how to live.  It’s not!  Christianity has one message and it’s called ‘the 

gospel’, which literally means ‘good news’.  We have good news!  Great news!!  And it’s 

not about me and what I must do to become a better person… but about God and what he 

has already and graciously done in Jesus Christ. 

The gospel is at the very heart of what Christianity is about.  And so I want to 

take this opportunity to unpack this gospel a little bit more and show how it is the central 

emphasis and in so doing explain a little bit more about what we’re all about here at 

Immanuel and why we do certain things like preaching from the Bible, singing songs, 

eating bread and drinking wine, etc… 

In short, what I want to communicate to you this morning is just this:  The gospel 

is central.  And from Luke 23 and 24 I want to just highlight four clarifying statements 

about the gospel: 

 

(1) The gospel is historical 

(2) The gospel is declarative 

(3) The gospel is biblical 

(4) And finally the gospel is wonderful.   

 

But first let’s pray… 
 

The Gospel is Historical 
 I flipped on the television last Sunday, I think it was, and turned to PBS – my 

favorite channel.  And there was this bald-headed, bare-footed guy named Wayne Dyer.  

Anybody ever seen him?  He was speaking to a packed audience about how to change 

their thoughts based upon the wisdom found in an ancient text called the Tao Te Ching 

and experience peace in life.  Well, the Bible talks about peace too.  So I was wondering 

to myself – “What’s the difference between what this guy is saying and what Christianity 

says?” 

 And as I thought about it, there is one glaring difference that comes up and it is 

this: New Age self-help pep talks are merely ideas, timeless quips of wisdom – “Practice 

radical humility, live low like the ocean and you will have much power without lording it 

over anyone; see yourself in others even your enemies and you will learn to love them; 

live without attachments and be generous; be strong by learning to bend.”  Kind of 

clever… and there’s an element of truth here.  But notice that these are all just maxims, 

truisms, concepts, sayings that we think about and try to implement.  The title of his 

newest book says it all: Change Your Thoughts – Change Your Life. 

 Christianity, on the other hand, is something altogether different; it’s deeply 

rooted in and tied to history.  The gospel is historical.  We’re looking at the end of 

Luke’s account of the gospel today, but really quickly let me just read to you the very 

beginning of this book: 

 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who 

from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  Therefore, 

since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, 
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it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you 

have been taught (Lk. 1:1-4). 

 

Luke is an historian.  He’s investigating, questioning eye witnesses, getting all the 

facts straight.  As you read this book that purports to relate the gospel you quickly see 

that although Jesus has things to say about humility, loving your enemies, giving 

generously…; this is not merely a collection of life principles detached from history.  

Luke is careful to report historical facts – “While Quirinius was governor of Syria” (2:2), 

“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar – when Pontius Pilate was governor 

of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene… 

(3:1).”  This is no “once upon a time” fable.  Luke is reporting stuff that really happened 

in time and space history. 

And the climax of the story is the death and resurrection of this Jesus of Nazareth.  

And again, as we see in today’s text, Luke is careful to relate how it happened: “It was 

about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour” 

(23:44).  In the course of natural human history something supernatural was happening, 

something cosmic, something unheard of – “God was reconciling the world to himself in 

Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2Cor 5:19).  Jesus of Nazareth was dying 

as a substitute and as a sacrifice to pay the penalty for people’s sins.  And Luke says that 

this surreal darkness enveloped Jerusalem and that “the curtain of the temple [in 

Jerusalem signifying the barrier between sinful humans and a holy God] was torn in two” 

(23:45). 

Luke goes on to explain how Jesus was buried on a Saturday and how “on the first 

day of the week” (24:1) – a Sunday – he came back to life.  And he appeared to many 

people.  Luke recounts how he came and stood among a gathering of his followers and 

“they were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  [But Jesus] said to them, 

‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and 

my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you 

see I have’” (Lk. 24:37-39).  This wasn’t some weird hallucination, wishful thinking, 

wacky apparition; this was flesh and bones history! 

Paul in 1 Cor. 15 would put it this way: 

 

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  By this 

gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  

Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  For what I received I passed on to 

you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 

Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 

at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 

asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. (1 Cor. 15:1-

7) 
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 The gospel is not a mere set of ethical teachings or even beliefs about concepts 

like sin and grace.  The gospel is historical.  A man named Jesus lived a perfect life, 

died a substitutionary death to pay for sins, and rose again from the dead to confirm the 

efficacy of his death and complete his victory over evil. 

 This sets Christianity apart from all other religions, not only New Age spirituality, 

but even the major world religions that have been around awhile.  If you could prove that 

Gautama the Buddha never really lived in the 5
th

 century B.C. it wouldn’t destroy the 

credibility of Buddhism.  Buddhism depends on its internal coherence and attractiveness 

as a kind of philosophical religious system.  It doesn’t depend at all on any historical 

claim.  In Hinduism if it could be proved that Krishna never lived, it wouldn’t upset the 

karmic system of retribution and reincarnation at all.  And besides there are still millions 

of other gods.  If Krishna gets somehow discredited, there are still millions of others.  

Hinduism is not dependant on any historical claim either.  This is even the case with 

Islam.  Islam is a religion that takes its history seriously, but if you asked an imam, 

“Could Allah have given his final revelation to someone other than Muhammad?”  At 

first he would insist that God gave his greatest and final revelation to the prophet 

Muhammad.  But if you pressed him and asked, “Hypothetically, could Allah have 

possibly given this final and complete revelation to someone other than Muhammad?”  

He would have to answer, “Yes, Allah can do anything; Muhammad was simply the 

chosen vessel for his holy revelation.”
1
 

 But if you ask a Christian, “Could God have chosen to give his final revelation 

through someone other than Jesus?” the question is nonsense because Jesus IS the final 

revelation.  He is God incarnate, in human flesh, who came for the primary purpose of 

dying and rising again to pay for sin.  If there wasn’t a man in human history named 

Jesus who suffered under the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried and on the third day rose again from the dead, then you have no Christianity.  Paul 

puts it plainly in 1 Cor. 15, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so 

is your faith” (1Cor. 15:14).  So the gospel is historical.  It’s about something that has 

happened in history in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Gospel is Declarative 
 Therefore, since the gospel is historical the gospel is also declarative.  What 

does that means?  It means the gospel is something that must be declared, heralded, 

proclaimed, preached.  Why does the historicity of the gospel imply its declarative 

nature?  Let me use an illustration that a great 20
th

 century British preacher named 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones used. 

 Suppose a king went out to battle the enemy and suppose he suffered a defeat or a 

set-back.  He would send back to the city military advisors – “Put archers here, fortify 

this wall, position the catapults over there, prepare for battle.”  The king sends advisors to 

tell them what they must do. 

 But suppose that the king went off to battle and won a decisive victory over the 

enemy.  He would then send back to the city messengers/heralds to announce the good 

news of what has happened; to declare that the battle has been won. 

 Martyn Lloyd-Jones said that every other religion offers advice, but Christianity 

offers good news.  The word for gospel literally means good news.  Advice is counsel 

about something to do that hasn’t happened yet, but needs to be done.  News is a report 
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about something that has already happened and there’s nothing more that needs to be 

done.  Do you see the difference?  The gospel is the good news that Jesus, in time and 

space and history, has died and risen again.  His death and resurrection was the decisive 

victory over sin and death.  He has paid for sins once and for all.  Christianity is not an 

advice religion, it is a news religion.  Good news. 

 “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them,” Paul says, “And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation” (2 

Cor. 5:19).  This is why preaching is so important.  Good news is a message that must be 

proclaimed.  When the two people who encountered the risen Jesus on the road to 

Emmaus ran back to the disciples in Jerusalem they didn’t play charades.  They found the 

disciples assembled together and they “told what had happened” (24:35).  This is what 

we do with the gospel – we tell people what has happened in Christ’s life, death, and 

resurrection.  Jesus’ last words in Luke – “Repentance and forgiveness of sins [must] be 

preached in [my] name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these 

things” (24:47-48).   

 There is a growing number of people today that have a problem with preaching – 

one-directional speaking/proclamation.  “Why can’t we just dialogue, paint our feelings 

and talk about them, etc…?”  And how many of you have heard the famous saying, 

“Preach the gospel at all times; use words if necessary?”  As Tim Keller points out, this 

kind of saying reveals that people don’t really understand what the gospel is.  The very 

nature of what the gospel is necessitates that it be proclaimed... verbally. 

 Keller cites a book by C.S. Lewis entitled, Studies in Words, where in the last 

chapter – “At The Fringe of Language” – he says that mere words can’t explain complex 

actions.  For example, if you want to teach someone how to tie a tie, you don’t tell them, 

you show them.  Words would lose them; they can’t work for that.  So if Christianity was 

an advise religion, a how-to religion – how to live, how to be a better person, how to 

make God happy – then words actually wouldn’t be best.  Some mixture of modeling and 

dialoguing would work best.  But since Christianity is at its heart good news declarative 

preaching is irreplaceably central to ministry.  Christianity is about proclaiming what 

Jesus has accomplished in his life, death, and resurrection. 

 The gospel is declarative.  That’s why we’re committed to preaching here at 

Immanuel.   We need to hear week in and week out the good news, the proclamation that 

Christ died to pay for sin; we are reconciled to God in Christ. 

 

The Gospel is Biblical 
 Thirdly, the gospel is biblical.  What is our source for the preaching of the 

gospel?  Where do we learn of Christ’s death and resurrection and its significance?  In the 

Bible.  We are dependent on first century historians like Luke and eye-witnesses like 

Matthew and Mark and John to tell us the good news of what happened in Jesus.  We 

need the apostolic interpretations of what this historical event means.  And we even need 

the OT to set-up the story for Jesus.  You see, the Bible is all about Jesus and what his 

death and resurrection has accomplished.  Every single page! 

 It’s interesting: what do we see Jesus doing twice in Luke 24 with his followers?  

24:27 – “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 

said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”  And again in v. 44 – “This is what I told 

you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the 
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Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  “Then,” v. 45, “he opened their minds so 

they could understand the Scriptures.”  Jesus was saying that what he had just 

accomplished in his life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the OT; it was foretold and 

foreshadowed there. 

 Books like Genesis – the first book of Moses which we’re going to start into next 

week – are about Jesus.  They explain why he had to come, what he had to do.  All roads 

in the Bible lead to the cross and empty tomb.  The grand story-line of Scripture finds its 

climax in Jesus.  This is why we’re so high on the Bible – every single part of it takes us 

to Jesus.  So as we’re preaching from Genesis if I don’t eventually come to Jesus and the 

gospel, come up to me afterwards and say, “That was a good lecture, but it was a horrible 

sermon!  That was interesting information about Ancient Near Eastern customs; that was 

an insightful discussion on the Bible and science; that was really helpful in showing me 

how I should pray; but where was the gospel?  It was just information.”  Or, “It was just 

moralism.”  Hold me accountable to this because the warp and woof of Scripture is about 

Jesus!  It’s not about me and what I must do; it’s about God and what he has done.  

That’s what we see here in Luke 24.  We must use the Bible to preach the gospel… every 

part of it.  It’s going to be really cool to see how this is the case as we go through the 

book of Genesis. 

 

The Gospel is Wonderful 
 So the gospel is central to the Christian faith and the gospel is historical, the 

gospel is declarative, the gospel is biblical and finally the gospel is WONDERFUL. 

It is not just news, it is good news.  It’s the greatest news you could ever hear.  Do 

you see how Luke ends the book?  “When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, 

he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he left them and 

was taken up into heaven.  Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy.  And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God” (24:50-53).  This gospel 

gripped them; it filled them with “great joy.”  The gospel is wonderful; it radically 

changes your life. 

 Rightly understood, the gospel should never grow old.  Angels are kind of like 

elves in Tokien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy.  They’re kind of like humans, but they never 

die.  That’s why when Frodo was hurt and Aragorn and Arwin were deciding who would 

take him back to the elf land to be healed Arwin said, “I’ll take him; I’m a better rider.”  

Of course she is, she’s like a thousand years old.  So in real life angels must be pretty 

smart, they’ve been around forever, they’ve seen a lot of stuff.  And yet it says in 1 Peter 

1:12 that “even angels long to look into these things,” that is the gospel.  Angels never 

get tired of looking into the gospel.
2
  We will spend eternity marveling at the wonder of 

what God did for us on the cross. 

 And the gospel is not merely the basics that get “saved” and which you can then 

move on from to more crucial items of business.  The gospel is not just the ABCs of the 

Christian life; it is the A to Z!  The gospel has personal and social implications that we 

spend the rest of our lives teasing out.  Everything from eating disorders to social anxiety 

to adultery to lying stems from a failure to apprehend what God has done for you in 

Christ.  We must learn to find our significance not in the fact that we’re a good teacher or 

a good student, a good parent or a good child, a good boss or a good employee.  We must 

learn to see ourselves as who we are in Christ, because of what he’s done on our behalf. 
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 We never move beyond the gospel.  Ever.  We need to hear it proclaimed week 

after week from text after text – that God loves you, not because of anything great about 

you.  In fact, everything about you is un-loveable, yet God in his infinite mercy sent his 

Son to take all of your sin upon himself and exhaust the wrath of God towards it and 

make you completely righteous in his sight.  Therefore, you’re accepted, forgiven, 

counted righteous because of what Jesus has done entirely, not because of what you have 

done, but actually in spite of what you have done. 

 The gospel is wonderful.  A lot of times people think that Christianity is about 

how to live, how to be a good person; that the message of Jesus is merely some radical 

ethical teaching found in the Sermon on the Mount about loving enemies and stuff like 

that.  But that’s not Christianity; that’s not good news.  The gospel produces people who 

are increasingly good and follow Christ’s example and love their enemies and so news 

and advise may at first glance appear to produce the same results, but one’s motivated by 

fear, duty, and pride, the other’s motivated by freedom, delight, and gratitude.  Those are 

two totally different things. 

 And a lot of times people confuse the gospel with peripheral issues – like social 

justice or the environment or _____.  We adorn the gospel with our mercy ministries and 

creation care and _____, but we must never allow these good things to eclipse the 

historical, declarative, biblical, wonderful gospel.  It is why we live.  It is the *. 

 And the most wonderful thing about the gospel is not that by it we escape God’s 

judgment or have eternal life or a clean conscience or all the many other wonderful things 

about the gospel.  It’s ultimately that we get God.  1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ died for 

sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”  Because of 

what Jesus did we can see and be satisfied and savor the fountain of all mercy for ever 

and ever.  We can be continually at his temple, praising God. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
We have before us today a powerful picture of this historical, declarative, biblical, 

wonderful gospel.  There are pictures – Jeremiah 51, the Lord’s Table – but those 

pictures are meaningless apart from declarative preaching… 

 

Benediction 

May you learn to love the gospel and live every moment in light of it. 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 26, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or 

substitute for personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory 

of Christ alone. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 I’m taking this from a talk given by D.A. Carson at the 2007 Gospel Coalition Conference entitled, “What 

is the Gospel?” 
2
 I got this (and most of this sermon) directly from Tim Keller and his talk at the 2007 Gospel Coalition 

Conference entitled, “What Does Gospel Centered Ministry Look Like?” 


