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Text 
Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and 

Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 
2 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance 

through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
3 
His divine power has given us everything we need 

for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4 

Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 

participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
5 
For this 

very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
6 
and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
7 
and to 

godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 
8 
For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 
But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that 

he has been cleansed from his past sins. 
10 

Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your 

calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 
11 

and you will receive a rich 

welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Introduction 
 We never did decide last week what we were going to call this place.  One idea 

that came up was “The Sanctuary.”  Another was “The Gathering Place.”  Another was 

“The Meeting Place.”  I like that one because it has both horizontal and vertical 

connotations, not to mention biblical precedent – “the tent of meeting” (Ex. 33:7).  What 

do you think?... 

 Just to let you know kind of where we’ve been and where we’re going.  We really 

like the Bible here.  Jesus really liked the Bible and we really like Jesus and the Bible is 

all about Jesus so we really like the Bible.  That’s why at our Sunday gatherings we focus 

our time around the Bible.  Last week we just finished up going through the book of 

Daniel together.  Now the elders (i.e. the leaders of this church) have come up with a 

loose 10-year plan to preach through the Pentateuch – the first 5 books of the Bible and in 

many ways the foundation of the whole Bible – interspersed with correlating NT books.  

So that means for our Fall Kick-Off Service on September 2
nd

 we’ll be starting into the 

book of Genesis – the book of beginnings.  So that’s kind of where we’re going.  Who 

knows, maybe we’ll abandon ship half-way through year 6 and the genealogies of the 

book of Numbers, but I guess we’re committed to it now. 
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 So between now and September we wanted to take the opportunity to do a few 

topical sermons that we thought would be beneficial.  Next week Derick will be 

preaching about following Christ in the ‘real world’.  Today for Candice’s baptism I 

wanted to say something practical about what it means to be a follower of Christ or how 

to grow as a Christian or something like that.  But as I was preparing I felt drawn to a 

particular text from the Bible.  And really: who wants to hear my thoughts anyway, right?  

So today let’s all look together at 2 Peter 1:1-11 and see what it has to say to Candice and 

to all of us. 

 

But first let’s pray… 
 

A Received Faith 
This is written by a guy named Simon Peter.  How do I know that?  It says right 

there in v. 1.  “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.”  Simon Peter was a 

guy who knew Jesus really well, part of his inner circle during his life. 

Who is Simon Peter writing to?  Well, he was writing to people in the first 

century A.D.  But I think he’s writing to Candice and to us too.  He says, “To those who 

through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ [Jesus = God!] have 

received a faith as precious as ours” (v. 1).  If you have the same faith that Peter had, then 

he is writing to you.  What is that faith?  To quote Peter’s own words it’s simply that 

Jesus “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live 

for righteousness” (1Pet. 2:24).  If you believe that you’re a sinner – you’ve missed the 

mark, you’ve snubbed God – and you believe that Jesus took your sins upon himself and 

died for them in your place so that you wouldn’t have to and so that you could have a 

new life, eternal life, then Peter is writing to you.  That’s exactly the faith that Candice 

just confessed in her testimony and in the act of baptism.  So Candice: Peter’s writing 

these words to you. 

I love hearing people’s stories of how they came to faith, don’t you?  I want to be 

a church that hears a lot more stories like Candice’s…  If you’ve heard enough people’s 

stories, you’ll begin to notice a pattern: God was pursuing them.  Candice: God was 

pursuing you and that day last December 6
th

 in the Starbucks across the street.  God 

supernaturally gave you faith.  Peter is writing to those who “have received a faith as 

precious as [his]” (v. 1).  These are people whom God has “called” to himself (v. 3); 

“elected” to eternal life (v. 10).  Everyone is by nature opposed to God, disinterested, 

resentful, but to some he calls them, he woos them, he opens their eyes to see their need 

and his overflowing supply, he graciously gives them faith to trust that Christ is their 

Savior, there’s nothing they can do to deserve it or earn it.  Perhaps he’s calling you right 

now?  Can you hear him?  You’ve all heard how God called Candice and gave her 

faith… now what?  Is that the end of the story? 

 

Everything We Need 

 Well, Peter says that not only has God given Jesus to die for sins and given some 

faith to trust that he died for their sins, but to those people he’s also given “everything 

[they] need for life and godliness” (v. 3).  Here’s what he’s saying – you don’t just put 

your faith in Christ, get baptized, and get a “get out of hell free card” and that’s it.  Part 

of your salvation actually involves “participating in the divine nature” (v. 4).  In other 
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words, God wants us to become like him!  Out of his glory and goodness he sent Jesus to 

die for our sins, he calls us and gives us knowledge of his forgiveness, and then he gives 

us the ability and the tools to actually change, to actually become like God in his 

goodness and holiness. 

 And what is it that he’s given us that is all we need for life and godliness?  It’s his 

“very great and precious promises” (v. 4).  And where are those promises found?  In the 

Bible.  In the Bible God has given us a treasure trove of promises that we are to lay claim 

to.  You see Candice, the world we live in is corrupt, it’s tainted with sin.  I like to put it 

this way: the world sucks.  I mean that two ways: (1) what it offers is cheap thrills that 

leave you unsatisfied and destroy you in the end; it’s not good, it sucks.  But (2) it has a 

pull.  It’s like a big black hole of nothingness, a vacuum that sucks people into it and 

destroys them.  It’s hard to escape its pull.  It appeals to your desires by telling you that 

sex outside of marriage will make you happy, a bigger house in a better neighborhood 

will make you content, higher self-esteem is what you need, success at your work will 

give you a sense of worth, sports will give you the thrill you’re looking for, revenge will 

feel good, etc…  There are many more. 

The world promises pleasure, but those promises are empty.  You fight the allure 

of sin with God’s promises of a greater pleasure.  This is why we need to be soaked in 

Scripture, to learn to pray with the Psalmist – “You have filled my heart with greater joy 

than when their grain and new wine abound” (Ps. 4:7); to be reminded when we feel 

tempted – “Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7) or “The One who is in 

you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1Jn. 4:4); to be encouraged when we’re 

falling apart physically – “Do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2Cor. 4:16-17).  When we 

feel lonely we remember God’s words – “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 

you” (Heb. 13:5).  When we feel depressed we say – “Why are you downcast, O my 

soul?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 

Savior and my God” (Ps. 42:11).  When I feel like giving up as a pastor I come back to 

Peter’s words to elders in 1 Peter 5:4 – “And when the Chief Shepherd [the church’s 

Senior Pastor – Jesus] appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”  I could go 

on an on and on.  This book is full of so many very great and precious promises of 

something greater, more filling, more substantial. 

 Candice: mark my words – now that you’ve declared your faith in Jesus and been 

baptized, I’m sorry to say, but Satan is going to be trying to derail you, to distract you, to 

destroy your faith.  Trust me: I’ve seen too many people that I’ve baptized get sucked 

right back into the world.  That’s why you’ve got to get into this book.  Everything you 

need is right here.  The Psalmist prayed in Ps. 119:11 – “I have hidden your word in my 

heart that I might not sin against you.”  Start a Bible reading plan…  If you’re not reading 

the Bible everyday, you’re in danger… 

 

Adding to Faith 

“For this very reason” – because God has given you so much: he’s given Christ to 

die for sins, he’s given you faith to trust that Christ died for your sins, and he’s given you 

everything you need to live a godly life (i.e. his promises in the Bible) – because of all 

this/for this very reason Peter then commands us to “make every effort to add to [our] 
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faith” (v. 5).  This is what you are to spend the rest of your life doing, Candice.  We don’t 

clean ourselves up to make God love us or prove we’re good enough on our own.  That 

will never work.  It’s futile.  No we have faith that God loves us because Christ took our 

sins away on the cross.  There’s great freedom there.  And that freedom combined with 

the tools God has given us in the Bible enables us to embark on a lifetime of growing into 

our new clothing, which is Christ. 

As you dig into the Bible, Candice, you will see more and more of the ways that 

sin has infected your heart and you will be given the antibiotic.  You will constantly be 

growing.  Peter lists 7 things here.  They’re not exhaustive; they’re not even sequential 

(one comes after the other).  They’re representative of the character qualities that we 

must be intentional about growing in. 

Goodness – I want to grow in being good.  I want what comes out of me when 

I’m shaken up and put under pressure to be goodness, not nastiness.  What comes out 

when I’m tired or when there’s a monthly change in hormones.  I want to get to the point 

where I stub my toe and don’t get mad. 

Knowledge – I want to grow in my knowledge.  I want to read new books that 

cause me to think about God in deeper ways.  I want to learn new words that express 

more precisely profound truths. 

Self-Control – I want to be able to turn off the TV when it’s time for bed, to get 

out of bed when the alarm goes off, to bite my tongue when I’m tempted to say 

something I shouldn’t, to work out when I don’t feel like it, to not yell back at Lucy when 

she’s crying, to say no to stress, [sign guy…] 

Perseverance – I want to be able to see stuff through to the end, especially my 

walk with God.  The pressure never lets up.  I have to constantly keep plugging away.  

Back in the early days of the modern missions movement when men and women were 

called to go overseas somewhere to bring the gospel they custom made their own luggage 

to pack on the ships.  They made coffins and packed all their earthly belongings into 

them and when they died on the mission field they were ready to be buried.  They were 

ready to finish what they started.  I want to be like that. 

Godliness – I want people to be able to see something of God in me.  I want him 

to rub off on me more and more. 

Brotherly kindness – I want to have a deeper affection for those in the church.  I 

want to not always be stuck on myself and thinking about what I can get out of things, 

but who can I encourage, how can I show interest in this person’s life, how can help this 

person out who is going through a hard time. 

Love – And finally, love.  If I do not have love, I am nothing (cf. 1Cor. 13:1-3).  

This is the bottom line.  Loving God and loving others – Jesus said that “all the Law and 

the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (Mt. 22:40).  I want to get to the point 

where I don’t hold grudges, or write people off, or approach them with suspicion, or hide 

my favorite Pop Tarts from Braden, but where I give freely, where I open up my clinched 

hands and have compassion on those in need.  Love means letting your heart be stirred 

and acting upon it. 

 These are the things we need to be adding to our faith.  There are more. 

 

Make Sure 
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Notice Peter says in v. 5 – “make every effort.”  This takes work.  It takes 

diligence and determination.  It doesn’t just happen.  Make every effort.  Sin never stops 

sucking.  Do whatever it takes.  Jesus said if your arm gets caught in the black hole, cut it 

off (cf. Mk. 9:43-48).  Candice: find someone in this community, preferably someone in a 

small group you go to every week, to show you what they know.  I’m challenging all of 

you: could you approach Candice and say, “I’d like to be that person.”  Candice: throw 

yourself into the community.  If you’re on your own you’re fried. 

Do whatever it takes, “for,” Peter says, “if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 8).  I don’t want to be “ineffective and 

unproductive.”  Do you?  Candice: I don’t want you to be ineffective and unproductive in 

your Christian life.  That’s why I’m encouraging you today from 2 Peter to make every 

effort to grow.  Not to be perfect, but to have these qualities “in increasing measure.”  

That’s what it’s about. 

Because actually, Peter says if anyone has not added anything to his faith “he is 

nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins” (v. 

9).  So it’s not just merely between being an effective Christian and an ineffective 

Christian; a fruitful/productive Christian and an unfruitful/unproductive Christian.  

There’s no such thing as an unfruitful Christian.  It’s between being a Christian and a 

non-Christian.  Peter calls failing to grow being nearsighted, even blind.  If you don’t add 

to your faith that you are professing today, you’re nearsighted to the past in that you 

forget what you felt today; you forget what it was like to feel your sins forgiven.  And 

you’re nearsighted to the future because you can’t see beyond the immediate, you lose 

sight of the big picture reality of heaven and hell and begin living for temporal pleasures 

like money, a house, comfort, a good job, the weekend.  Peter says, “You’re blind, you 

don’t get it, you can’t see straight.” 

And look at 2:20-21 – “If they have escaped the corruption of the world by 

knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, 

they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning.  It would have been better 

for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to 

turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them.”  So this is serious 

business.  If it turns out that you don’t lay claim to God’s promises and diligently add to 

your faith and slip back into a nearsighted way of living, it will be worse off for you on 

the Day of Judgment than it would have been if you never professed to believe and had 

gotten baptized.  Yikes! 

 “Therefore,” Peter says, “be all the more eager to make your calling and election 

sure (v. 10).  The only way you can have assurance that you are really saved, that your 

faith was real, that you are elect is by living a life of increasing godliness.  But if you’re 

not diligent you will certainly get sucked back into the world and prove to have never 

truly had faith in the first place.  If you’re not moving forward in these things you’re 

being sucked back into the black hole.  So take your growth seriously, because if you 

don’t grow it proves that you don’t really know the Lord.  Your faith was never really 

real.  You are not elect.  Be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure by 

digging into Scripture and in so doing by adding to your faith goodness, knowledge, self-

control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love.  Take your Christian life 

seriously because if you get to the end of your life and there’s been more improvement in 
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your golf game than in your godliness you will be in for a rude awakening.  Your faith 

was never really faith. 

But if you’re making every effort, then “you will never fall, and you will receive a 

rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (vv. 10-11).  

A rich welcome from Jesus… can you picture that?  Oh what a day that will be!  May 

that promise spur you on in your Christian life. 

 

Conclusion 
What we’re talking about here today is justification and sanctification.  

Justification is that initial act whereby you put your faith in Christ and are declared 

righteous.  Your sins are forgiven.  In God’s eyes it’s just-as-if you’d never sinned.  

Sanctification is then the process that follows that of becoming more and more sanctified, 

holy, set-apart, changed.  Justification and sanctification have to go together.  You can’t 

separate them.  The Reformers were known for saying that faith alone justifies, but the 

faith that justifies is never alone.  If you are truly elect and called by God and given faith 

you will inevitably possess these qualities in increasing measure.  If not, that means you 

were never really called in the first place.  May all of us be encouraged today to make our 

calling and election sure. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

The only way to grow is to come back repeatedly to the grace that was given to us 

through Christ’s death on the cross… 

 

Benediction 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 

Lord. – verse 2 (ESV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 12, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 


