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Text 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. 
2
 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3
 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God. 
4
 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 
5
 He who was seated on 

the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 

 

Introduction 
 “We believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”  As 

Christians we believe that there is a God and he made all that is.  He created the heavens 

and the earth out of nothing, and the pinnacle of his creation was human beings – eyes, 

ears, noses, hands, feet; along with emotions, dreams, heart, and soul.  He made man and 

woman and put them in this custom designed environment we call earth, in the Garden of 

Eden.  And “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gen. 1:31) – all their 

needs were met (they had an endless food supply from the Tree of Life); there were no 

relational issues (the man and woman were naked with each other and felt no shame); and 

most importantly there was an unbroken fellowship with God their Creator (he would 

come and walk in the garden in the cool of the day).  It was a provisional paradise. 

 But there was one commandment given to the first humans (they were not to eat 

of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil).  And when tempted by evil (in the form 

of a serpent), the man and the woman rebelled against God’s authority and ate anyway.  

And in that moment, everything changed.  Their relationship with God became estranged 

(they hid from him in fear and he pronounced the sentence of death on them for their 

disobedience); their relationship with each other got messed up (they put on clothes and 

had kids that killed each other); and even their perfect environment was disrupted (thorns, 

thistles, floods, famines all trace their origin back to that fatal fall).  Romans 8:20 says 

that “the creation was subjected to frustration.”  God created heaven and earth and 

humans to inhabit it, but because of human sin this whole creation has become tainted, 

diseased, broken. 

 But it goes on in Romans 8 to describe a hope, a hope “that the creation itself will 

be liberated some day from its bondage to decay” (8:21).  It says, “We know that the 
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whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of child-birth right up to the present 

time” (8:22).  If you study the record of science you’ll see it’s “red in tooth and claw” as 

Tennyson put it.  If you read the history of civilization you’ll see it’s rife with war and 

oppression and injustice.  If you read the world’s literature you’ll see that men and 

women have always been dealing with a deep emptiness, a profound existential angst.  

But if you read the story of Scripture you’ll see all that heartache and disaster and 

suffering and pain, but you’ll see there’s a redemptive theme.  The pain is like the pain of 

child-birth.  Something else is coming.  Something is happening.  God is at work from 

the very beginning to fix things, to make them right, to restore the world. 

It’s a story of hope, littered with promises.  And perhaps the most grand and 

elaborate and sweeping promise of them all is found in the prophet Isaiah, and that’s the 

one I want us to keep in mind today.  Isaiah 65:17-19 – “Behold, I will create new 

heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come 

to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem 

to be a delight and its people a joy.  I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my 

people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.”  Here God says, 

“Just like I made everything at the beginning, so will I remake everything at the end.  

There will be a New Creation!  The old will be gone, the new will come.”  God will 

remake the entire cosmos, including our bodies.  That’s the hope; that’s the promise we 

have of a New Creation, a new heaven and earth, free from all the effects of sin and evil. 

And what I’m here to tell you today is just this: it has started!  This isn’t just pie 

in the sky, wishful thinking, a myth that some people live by to find some semblance of 

meaning and hope.  With the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ the New Creation 

has started!  The end-time, divine, cosmic, supernatural new creation has literally 

begun! 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The New Heaven and Earth 

 The Bible begins in Genesis chapters 1 and 2 with creation (“In the beginning, 

God created the heavens and the earth” Gen. 1:1) and it ends in Revelation 21 and 22 

with new creation.  Creation and new creation are like the bookends of salvation history.  

And today we’re going to look at the first part of Revelation 21.  This book is an 

apocalyptic vision given to the apostle John.  So it’s got some wacky stuff in it.  Much of 

it is dramatically describing what is happening in the first century, but much of it is also 

forward looking – trippy glimpses into the future and ultimately the consummation of the 

ages.  In chapter 21 John is seeing and describing what will happen after the Jesus 

“comes again to judge the living and the dead.” 

 John says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away” (v. 1).  John is seeing what Isaiah saw, but he’s 700 years 

closer.  It’s still in the distant future, it’s still foggy and therefore the language that’s used 

to describe it is metaphorical and symbolic.  For example, John says, “and there was no 

longer any sea” (v. 1), the sea signifying evil; there is no evil, no sin, no Satan there.  So 

there’s symbolic language here, but what is crystal clear is that this is a new creation.  

The old creation had been dissolved.  A new heaven and a new earth was in its place.  

What John saw was real.  It was a world in many ways like our present one – heaven (sky 
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and clouds) and earth (soil and grass).  But it was noticeably different.  It was a new 

creation. 

 I cannot stress this enough – the biblical hope is not dying and going to a place 

called “heaven” where disembodied spirits float around on clouds and play harps.  It’s 

that this old creation – rocks, trees, birds, squirrels, men, women, boys, and girls – will be 

transformed, metamorphosed like a caterpillar into a butterfly.  It will be physical and 

real, not ethereal, not a mirage, not a ghost-like other dimension.  God promises and John 

saw a new heaven and a new earth.  In the beginning, God made the heavens and the 

earth.  At the end, there’s going to be a new heavens and earth. 

 

The New Jerusalem 

 And he goes on to describe what he saw like this – “I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” (v. 2a).  Again, let’s be clear – we’re 

not talking about “going up to the Spirit in the sky.”  We’re talking about a new world 

coming down and swallowing up this world.  And here we see that new world described 

as a city, a new Jerusalem. 

 Now think about that with me for a moment.  A city?  Think about it – “every 

[Christian] devotional guide… has a picture of a mountain or a waterfall on the front.  

The message,” as one person puts it, “is that it’s the hills, not the streets, that are alive 

with the sound of music.”
1
  If you want to meet with God, you go to a quiet retreat cabin 

in the woods.  If you want to see God’s beauty, you get out of the city and go to a 

National Park.  This is how we think, right? 

 William Penn once said, “The country life is to be preferred, for there we see the 

works of God, but in the cities little else but the works of men.”
2
  And the Christian 

hymnwriter, William Cowper, once wrote, “God made the country, man made the city.”
3
  

We think of the city as inherently dirty, dense, suffocating, evil, a place to escape from.  

But God says that the new creation won’t be a bunch of farms with 40 acres; it won’t be a 

nice, plush suburb where each person gets a big, fenced-in back yard.  It’s described as a 

city.  When God re-creates the world, he’s making one big city!  It’s interesting that C.S. 

Lewis, in his allegory The Great Divorce describes hell as a place where people are 

forever moving farther out and farther apart.  They can’t stand to live next to each other.  

That’s suburban sprawl, folks!  Hell is like eternal, unending suburban sprawl!  

Interesting way to think about it, huh? 

What does it say in Hebrews 11:10 that Abraham was looking forward to?  A 

“city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”  The Bible begins in a 

garden, but ends in a city.  Therefore, as one person has remarked, we must begin to see 

the city as “part of God’s design, not just [an unfortunate] sociological phenomenon or 

[part of the] evolution of mankind.”
4
  Or, as I heard Mark Driscoll once say, if you don’t 

like the city… you can go to hell.
5
 

 The new creation that we look forward to as Christians is a new Jerusalem, a holy 

city.  What the Bible is saying is that God is going to create a perfected civilization… 

because lots of people are going to be there… and we won’t continue to live isolated 

from each other.  The new creation will be populated with redeemed people who put their 

trust in Christ during this life.  When God remakes the heavens and the earth, he will 

remake our bodies, if we have placed our trust in Christ, so that they will be fit to live 

there.  They will be in many ways like our present bodies, but they will be noticeably 
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different.  Look at v. 4 – “There will be no more death.”  We will be immortal.  “There 

will be no more… pain.”  We won’t get headaches, broken bones, arthritis, ulcers, cancer, 

AIDS, you name it.  We live our whole lives now in the process of dying.  Our lives are 

pretty fragile.  But everything that plagues us now as a result of the toxicity of sin in our 

world will be gone. 

 But it’s more than that.  First, remember how in v. 1 it said there will be no more 

sea.  Like I said, the sea in the book of Revelation is representative of evil.  It’s where the 

beast comes from.  So in this new creation, which is a city, there will be no evil.  And 

look again at v. 4.  “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more… 

mourning or crying.”  We will be there in glorified, perfected bodies, but we will also all 

live together in perfect community where we won’t hurt each other.  It’s going to be a 

perfected civilization; a massive, huge, densely populated city with, follow me here, no 

crime, no locks, no domestic abuse, no vandalism, no corruption, no 

abandoned/dilapidated buildings, no gangs, no prostitution, no drugs, no prisons, no 

racial segregation.  Get that last one.  There won’t be a “wrong-side of the tracks.”  There 

won’t be a black ghetto or an ethnic slum.  People from every tribe, people, language, and 

nation will be together, integrated, in perfect harmony.  This will be the perfect city. 

 And we’ve been fasting as a church this week giving up one meal a day in 

solidarity with the world’s poor.  What is one of the first things we think about when we 

hear the word ‘city’; when we think about the word ‘urban’?  We think poverty, right?  

Well, in the new creation, which is a city, there will be no poverty, no homelessness, no 

hunger, no housing projects.  There will be no Cabrini Green blocks away from the Gold 

Coast.  The new creation, which is a city, will be a perfected civilization.  A glorious city, 

without sin.  Sound pretty nice? 

 But you know what?  That’s not even the greatest thing.  Do you know what the 

greatest thing will be about the new creation, which is a city?  God will be there.  “And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he 

will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 

their God” (v. 3).  To paraphrase A.W. Pink, “that which makes [the new creation] 

superlatively attractive to the heart of the [believer] is not that [it] is a place where we 

shall be delivered from all sorrow and suffering, nor is it that [it’s] the place where we 

shall meet again those we loved…, nor is it that [it’s] the place of golden streets and 

pearly gates and jasper walls – no; [amazing] as these things are, [the new creation] 

without [God] would not be [enough].  It is [God] the heart of the believer longs for and 

pants after.”
6
 

Joint pain, injustice, poverty… these are not our greatest problems.  They’re just 

by-products.  Our greatest problem is that we’ve been banished from God’s presence 

because of our sin.  Our human parents’ first sin in the garden in the beginning disrupted 

our relationship with the creation and with each other, but ultimately it screwed up our 

relationship with God.  We began to run from him, distrust him, view him as the enemy 

and we became alienated from our Creator.  Not only that, but his impeccable 

righteousness and perfect justice required him to be angry at us as rebels and precluded 

us from being in his holy presence. 

But here when John is describing the new creation the metaphors get mixed a bit 

and he starts speaking about marriage.  Look at v. 2 again – “I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
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dressed for her husband” (v. 2).  There’s the image of intimacy.  God is dwelling with 

redeemed humanity in a love relationship.  Because of Jesus we can be reconciled to God 

in this life, but right now it’s like we’re engaged to him; a long distance engagement – we 

talk on the phone, we read letters from him.  But in the new creation we will be married 

to him forever.  We will move in together and cohabitate with God forever in deep, 

unbroken intimacy. 

“How is that possible?  How can we be forever in God’s presence?  I thought that 

nobody could see God and live (cf. Ex. 33:20).”  This is where Good Friday comes in.  

When Jesus died on the cross, it wasn’t just, “Oh, that’s nice.  He loved me so much that 

he would die for me!”  No, no, no… he was actually absorbing the infinite extent of God 

the Father’s wrath at our sin, in himself.  Jesus, on the cross, experienced the eternal 

torments of hell in the place of all those who had or would put their trust in him, so that 

we wouldn’t have to.  What’s more, in exchange for our sin, we receive his 

righteousness.  So we can stand in the presence of God, we can live in the new creation, 

which is a city, where God himself dwells, and not be pulverized because we will be 

made righteous in Christ. 

 

The Resurrected Christ – The Beginning of the New Creation 
 “Okay, okay, all of this sounds nice, even appealing, but how do I know it’s true?  

How am I to distinguish this from all other utopian visions or religious myths that are out 

there?”  This is where Easter comes in.  On the third day after Christ’s crucifixion, early 

on the first day of the week, Jesus’ crucified body supernaturally came back to life; it was 

resurrected.  That’s what we celebrate today.  It actually, literally happened.  The tomb 

was empty.  Hundreds of people saw him, touched him, ate with him.  He came back to 

life.  But this was not just a mere resuscitation.  He didn’t go on living the same existence 

as he had before.  He was re-created.  His resurrection body was in many ways like his 

first body – he looked the same, he had two eyes, two ears, two arms, two legs, one nose; 

he still had the wounds from being crucified.  But something was noticeably different.  

His old body was gone.  There was a new body.  It was real.  It was physical.  But it was 

glorified.  It was perfected.  It was immortal.  It was, are you ready for this, the first 

installment of the new creation; the new creation God promised through Isaiah, the new 

creation John saw at the end of history. 

 This hope for, promised, utopian dream of a future new creation is more than just 

a great idea.  It’s real.  It’s actually already started to happen.  As one biblical scholar 

puts it – “[In Christ’s resurrection] the foundation-stone of the New Creation has come 

into position.”
7
  As Dr. Beale says, “The resurrected Christ is not merely spiritually the 

inauguration of the new cosmos, but He is literally its beginning, since He was 

resurrected with a physically resurrected, newly created body.”
8
  If the whole creation has 

been groaning as in the pains of childbirth, the head has popped out.  As Colossians puts 

it – “He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead” (Col. 1:18).  Likewise in 

Revelation 1:5 Jesus is referred to as “the first-born from among the dead.”  He is the first 

of the many who will one day be re-created with new, resurrection bodies, in a new 

creation, which is a city.  And this is the really cool one.  Revelation 3:14 refers to Jesus 

as “the beginning of God’s creation.”  The resurrected, glorified Christ is the beginning, 

the start of God’s new creation.  God has already begun to fulfill his glorious end-time 
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promises.  With the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ the New Creation has 

started! 
 

Conclusion 
 So what does this mean for us today?  It means that though we live in a world full 

of tears, death, mourning, crying, and pain, “this world in its present form is passing 

away” (1Cor. 7:31).  Has anyone been to the Museum of Contemporary Art?  The last 

time I went as soon as you walk in on the ground level there’s what looks like a church 

sign.  And it lists the events that happen at the church each night of the week – Monday: 

Alcoholics Anonymous; Tuesday: Soup Kitchen; Wednesday: Victims of Abuse; 

Thursday: Divorce Support Group; Friday: Teen Suicide Watch… Sunday’s Sermon: 

“America’s Glorious Future.”  I’m not exactly sure what the artist was trying to say.  

Perhaps he was poking fun at the Religious Right.  Perhaps he was just pointing out the 

irony or maybe even in his mind the folly of hopefulness in the midst of despair. 

 The more I thought about it, though… if you substitute the word ‘world’ for 

‘America’ it is precisely true.  Our society is messed up.  And the church seeks to address 

those needs in this world, but ultimately we know that the future is indeed glorious.  

There is a lot of pain in this old creation, but a completely new creation is on its way and 

that’s not just a nice coping method; it’s reality, because it has already started, because 

Jesus rose again from the dead!  With the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ the New 

Creation has started! 
 

Benediction 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. – Romans 15:13 
 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 8, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to be 

delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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