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Let’s pray… 
 
Introduction 
 At the beginning of the 21st century, the United States has extended its influence 
all the way around the globe.  Most of the world knows about America.  And unlike it is 
with many countries, to be American does not necessarily mean to be a specific ethnicity.  
This country has long been open to many different peoples.  Now without going too far 
into the complexities of anti-American sentiment, I think it’s still safe to say that many 
people still want to immigrate to the U.S. and that being an American citizen has certain 
perks. 
 Many in Mexico and Cuba and other parts of South America literally die trying to 
get into the United States.  In the Philippines and other parts of Asia those who can get 
into the U.S. are considered lucky.  There are thousands of young women in Russia who 
will marry men from the United States just so that they could become American citizens.  
You’ve heard of mail order brides, right?  A guy can pick a gal from Russia out of a 
catalogue and bring her over to the states to marry (there are even laws to regulate this 
like one that states that you must have met in person within the last 2 years in order to 
bring your fiancée over to the States to marry).  But the point is people from all over the 
earth are becoming citizens of America. 
 A similar phenomenon is in mind in Psalm 87.  This Psalm is a very interesting 
Psalm.  It’s extremely hard to translate.  It’s difficult to understand just from this text 
exactly what’s being envisioned.  But this much is clear – the psalmist is indicating that 
Jerusalem will one day have an open immigration policy of sorts.  People from all over 
the earth will become citizens of Israel.  It’s not one that normally comes to mind, but 
Psalm 87 is an intriguing missions text. 
 Last week, if you were here, you’ll remember that we were looking at the last big 
section of Luke.  The story of Jesus had just been told, culminating in the cross which 
made forgiveness of sins possible and ratified by the resurrection.  Then Luke gave a 
preview of what’s next, which he began to document in his follow-up work, The Acts of 
the Apostles – now “repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in [Christ’s] 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Lk. 24:47).  But what we noticed in that 
text was that this was not just some new idea, Luke said that Jesus said this global 
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mission was required by what had been written, viz., the OT Scriptures.  The OT not only 
foretold and foreshadowed Jesus and the cross and the resurrection, but also the global, 
international mission of the church. 
 
Psalm 87 
 Psalm 87 is one of those OT texts that Jesus had in mind when he insisted that the 
Scriptures called for a proclamation of God’s decisive act of salvation in space and time 
to the whole world.  The metanarrative of the Bible is not just for one elite community or 
a single ethnic group, it is the universal metanarrative.  Even the OT, a collection of 
writings that many have thought propagate some sort of ethnocentric exclusivism, is 
extremely multi-national in scope.  Let’s look more closely at one great example, Psalm 
87. 
 This is a song made famous by the singing group Sons of Korah (a great name for 
a modern band, by the way).  And this song was sung repeatedly as part of the worship of 
Yahweh (the covenant God of Israel) at his temple in Jerusalem.  When the people of 
God got together in OT times to worship God, this was a favorite song of praise to sing. 

Now do you see the word Selah after v. 3?  This indicates that in the singing of 
this song there is supposed to be a pause right here.  Perhaps today we’d put in some sort 
of guitar solo or musical bridge.  It’s a break to reflect on what’s just been stated.  So 
let’s take the first section and then pause to look at what’s being communicated.  “He has 
set his foundation on the holy mountain; the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob.  Glorious things are said of you, O city of God:  Selah” (vv. 1-3). 

This psalm starts off by remarking about the importance of Jersusalem.  It almost 
seems to be like bragging, kind of like someone from Chicago speaking to someone from 
New York and saying how much better his city is than the other’s.  Verse 1 reflects this 
idea that Jerusalem was quite literally the center of the world.  In ancient cosmologies the 
world, like a building, was constructed on a cornerstone, a foundation that everything else 
was built upon.  Later Jewish writings like the Talmud asserted that “the world was 
started from Zion… the world was created from its centre” when God “cast a stone into 
the ocean, from which the world then was founded.”1  The top of this holy mountain was 
where the Holy of Holies was in the temple and it was believed to be quite literally the 
navel/belly button of the earth.2 

The city built around the temple which was built around the Holy of Holies was 
as a result considered sacred as well.  It enjoyed divine preferential status above all the 
other “dwellings of Jacob” (another name for the nation of Israel).  This song is 
suggesting that Jerusalem was the stand alone capital of the nation of Israel and the seat 
of the universe.  Jerusalem is touted as having a privileged position above all other cities.  
The song abbreviates the praise for Jerusalem by summarizing, “Glorious things are said 
of you, O city of God.” 

In reality, even though the science behind this psalm may not be true the 
sentiment expressed in vv. 1-3 is true.  God had chosen one nation out of all the nations 
to be his people that he would begin to reveal himself to.  God had chosen Jerusalem out 
of all cities of Israel to be the place where his temple would be built and where his 
presence would dwell on earth in an extraordinary way.  It’s true, but on its own the first 
section of this song could come across as a bit over the top; some real nationalistic 
arrogance, asserting that Jerusalem was the best of all cities.  Can you see how this could 
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be understood as exclusivistic and snobbish?  Many people actually took it this way and 
surmised that citizenship in Israel and especially residence in its crowning city, 
Jerusalem, made them better than other people, gave them cause to treat non-
Jerusalemites with contempt.  But that’s a perversion of the OT and God’s way of 
working in this world he created.  People who thought this way checked out after the first 
Selah. 

But the psalm goes on.  Look at what else is said of Jerusalem, the holy city – “I 
will record Rahab [here a reference to Egypt] and Babylon among those who 
acknowledge me – Philistia too, and Tyre, along with Cush – and will say, ‘This one was 
born in Zion.’  Indeed, of Zion it will be said, ‘This one and that one were born in her, 
and the Most High himself will establish her.’  The Lord will write in the register of the 
peoples: ‘This one was born in Zion.’  Selah” (vv. 4-6).  This is amazing!  This does 
away with any elitist, cliquish notions of Jerusalem.  This expresses, in the OT, a desire 
on God’s part to, can I say, graft outsiders into the nation of Israel; open up the blessings 
and privileges of Jerusalem to all peoples. 

Think about it!  People from Egypt – that great oppressor of the people of 
Jerusalem who held the Israelites in cruel bondage for hundreds of years – will 
acknowledge the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob as the true God.  People from 
Babylon – public enemy number two who destroyed Jerusalem and the temple and 
enslaved the people – will acknowledge the Lord of Israel to be their Lord too.  Natives 
of nearby countries like Philistia and Tyre who worship idols and are known to be thorns 
in Israel’s side throughout history along with inhabitants of distant countries from far 
away lands like Cush will become naturalized citizens of Jerusalem and enjoy all the 
privileges of such status. 

Indeed it will be said that this Anglo-German mutt born in Kokomo, IN was born 
in Zion, that Asian born in Korea was born in Jerusalem, and so on and so forth.  The 
picture is of the Lord, the creator of all peoples who knows them all by name, even the 
number of hairs on their heads, keeping this list in heaven that records everyone’s 
citizenship, where they’re from.  He has a line for everyone and some say things like: 
“Cornelius – Roman citizen” and “Roman citizen is crossed out and “born in Jerusalem” 
in written in. “Lydia – born in Thyatira” amended to read: “Lydia – born in Jerusalem.” 

This is what Psalm 87 in the OT says.  It envisioned a Jerusalem that was truly a 
cosmopolitan city with an open immigration policy.  It portrays a God who is intent on 
counting members of all nations on earth as part of his covenant people.  He started with 
one man, Abraham, and from him made one nation (Israel) for himself, but the intention 
was never to leave it there.  The intention all along was that through God’s work among 
Israel, Jerusalem being the primary location, “all peoples on earth will be blessed” (cf. 
Gen. 12:3).  The groundwork for missions is solidly laid in the OT. 

As we’ve been seeing in Luke’s Gospel along comes this man named Jesus, a 
descendant of David.  He is the fulfillment of all the OT promises.  His life recapitulates 
the history of the nation of Israel – he goes into Egypt for a time and then comes back 
into the land (cf. Mt. 2:15), he symbolically spends 40 days being tempted in the 
wilderness to mirror the 40 year wandering of Israel in the wilderness (cf. Mk. 1:13), he 
identifies himself as a vine (an OT symbol for Israel; cf. Jn. 15:1ff).  But unlike the 
nation of Israel, Jesus resists temptation and perfectly obeyed the law, the covenant 
stipulations.  So Jesus is true Israel. 
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Jesus is also the true temple.  He was more than just a man.  He was God 
incarnate, the tabernacling presence of God on earth (cf. Jn. 1:14).  He explicitly equated 
himself with the temple when he said, “Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in 
three days” (Jn. 2:19).  He was the ultimate center of worship and place of atonement.  
He was the perfect Jew who brought divine salvation.  His death on the cross made 
forgiveness of sins possible.  Therefore, those who hear of what he’s done, no matter 
where they’re from, and put their faith in him are identified with him so that he takes 
away their sin and gives them his righteousness.  They are “in Christ.”  In other words, 
people from hostile and distant lands can be like Jesus’ mail-order-bride and become a 
citizen of Israel enjoying all the rights and privileges that that bestows.  The heavenly 
register with their name in it can read: “born in Jerusalem.”  Jesus is our ticket into 
Jerusalem. 

Paul says in Ephesians 2 – “Therefore, remember that formerly you who are 
Gentiles by birth… were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and 
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.  
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the 
blood of Christ…  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household” (vv. 11-13, 19). 

The great God of the Bible is about redeeming for himself people from every 
tribe, tongue, people, and nation through Jesus, the model Jerusalemite who journeyed to 
Jerusalem to enact the greatest event in salvation-history.  From Jerusalem, this message 
spread to include you and me.  And now we are full citizens of Jerusalem.  And not only 
that, but we are enrolled as immigration agents for Israel and the city of Jerusalem. 

Our church partners with 4 specific missionaries (or missionary couples in some 
cases) to spread the news of Christ’s achievement among nations, that have few if any 
spiritual Jerusalemites.  Today we’re officially commissioning our fifth, and this is a 
special service because she is homegrown.  I love it! 

R*** has been attending IBC for a few years now growing under the teaching of 
the Word here and serving in many different ways with her gifts, whether facilitating 
small group Bible Studies or meeting with an international student or participating in our 
short term missions team to Thailand or praying on the intercessory prayer team or the 
many different unseen ways that she served.  During that time God has burdened her with 
a specific burden for being on the frontlines of the proclamation of the gospel among the 
nations; of enrolling new members in the rolls of Jerusalem.  Through much prayer and 
seeking the Lord’s face and from what I understand a grueling interview process she has 
ascertained the Lord’s will to go with *** to a specific part of ***** where the **** 
people live. 

Back in early November of last year, R*** emailed the elders to get our 
confirmation and blessing that this was where the Lord wanted her.  “As elders of this 
church, I want to know your thoughts,” she said.  “I am open and willing to listen and 
submit.”  She closed her email by saying, “I would never want to go if I didn’t have my 
elders’ blessings.”  Then she tacked on, “[Oh yeah, and] *** wants my answer by 
tomorrow [at noon].”  She didn’t leave us any time to tell her she shouldn’t do it, so we 
just let her go ahead. 

No, just kidding.  Her heart was submissive to God and to the church leadership 
and we knew that.  We also knew that this was where God was leading her and so we 
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gave her our confirmation without reservations.  And today’s the day when we will 
officially lay hands on her and send her out from us.  We have the great privilege to be a 
part of introducing Jesus to a relatively unreached people group through R***. 

Before we do that I just wanted to say a couple things to R*** and then to our 
church.  R***: I couldn’t be happier than to have someone from our church going out to 
overseas missions work.  As I’ve said to you earlier, I’m sad to see you go and lose your 
contribution to the ministry here at IBC, but that’s really just selfishness and faithlessness 
on my part.  God is in this thing.  He has called you, he will use you, he will take care of 
this church, and this is exactly what this church should be about. 

In response to that email you sent last November I wrote something and I just 
want to remind you of that again.  I said that this will be hard.  The next 3 years will not 
be a cakewalk, but “in… times of testing and being brought to your human limits the 
Holy Spirit is always at work the most in our lives, molding us and mortifying our sinful 
nature more and more.”  I concluded by saying, and I want to just reiterate it today as you 
prepare to leave on Wednesday: “Be prepared to lose your life, for whoever wants to save 
her life will lose it, but whoever loses her life for Christ and the gospel will save it.  
R***, experience the immense joy of losing your life!!!!!!” 

Secondly, R***, look at the last verse of Psalm 87.  There are many questions 
concerning this verse: Is this the title of a song or a refrain or both?  What’s the 
antecedent of ‘they’/who’s doing the singing and what’s the antecedent of ‘you’/where’s 
the source of the fountains – Jerusalem or God?  These are good questions, but here’s 
what I think: I think this is a song sung by the great kaleidoscopic choir of redeemed 
people incorporated into Israel declaring the God of Jerusalem to be their source of 
everything good and delightful and pleasurable.  I think Peter (our worship leader) should 
write a song titled All my fountains are in You about God as the sustaining and refreshing 
source of everything good.  R***, in the hard times may you drink deeply from the river 
of delights, the fountain of life, the river whose streams make glad the city of God.  May 
you be refreshed and sustained by God when you’re dry and weary and may you lead 
others from foreign lands to drink from him too! 

The rest of IBC staying behind in the UIC area of Chicago – let us be faithful in 
praying for God’s work in and through R***.  That sounds trite, but let’s not let it 
become so.  And let’s look at R***’s willingness to submit and die to herself and 
sacrificially serve the Lord by delighting in him and pointing others to him too and not 
just think that that’s something that she does and we pray for her and listen to her reports 
when she comes back for furlough.  Rather, let’s realize that this is not just a special 
calling for R***… this is a calling that is upon our lives too.  She does it in *****.  We 
do it in Chicago.  May we be challenged today to see ourselves as missionaries and to 
learn from R*** to put our first priorities on helping others become citizens of Jerusalem 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
Benediction 
May we all get to the new Jerusalem and meet many **** people there because of our 
work we’ve started today. 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, August 7, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 
find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 

 
End notes: 
                                                 
1 b. Yoma 54b. 
2 Cf. Ezek. 5:5, 38:12; Jubilees 8:12, 19; 1 Enoch 26:1-4; Josephus, War 3.52. 


