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Introduction 
 Two weeks ago while we were still in the Gospel of Luke we looked at how a 
Christian should view the OT.  I said the major use of the OT is to point us to Christ; to 
look at it and see how it anticipated Christ.  During this Advent season as we take a break 
from Luke and anticipate Christmas and celebrating the coming of Christ to earth to save 
sinners we are walking through some ways that the OT anticipated the first Christmas.  
Hopefully this will help us enter into the anticipation and when Christmas comes join in 
the celebration. 
 Last week we looked at what is called ‘typology’ and what we saw there was that 
God sovereignly arranged the major events of salvation history recorded in the OT to 
foreshadow Jesus Christ.  We saw that Adam, Melchizedek, the Exodus and the return 
from Exile, manna, the tabernacle and the temple, the sacrificial system, the mercy seat, 
the bronze serpent, Joshua, David, Jonah, and the Passover lamb were all types that 
foreshadowed Christ.  This week I want us to look at another way the OT looked forward 
to Jesus; I want to look at what’s called ‘prophecy’ and in doing so the main thing I want 
to communicate is just this: God sovereignly gave prophecies in the OT to foretell the 
coming of Jesus Christ. 
 
Pray… 
 
Defining Prophecy 
 What is prophecy?  What comes to mind when that word is mentioned?  What 
does a prophet do, especially in the OT?  Well, I think it’s important to note that biblical 
prophecy can be broken down into two categories: foretelling and forthtelling.  
Foretelling is what we typically think of when we hear the word ‘prophecy’.  This 
involves telling specific events that are yet to come, still in the future.  This type of 
prophecy means predicting things that have not yet occurred and this is what I’m going to 
be dealing with today. 
 But it needs to be said that this isn’t actually the most common type of prophecy 
in the Bible.  Most of the time when there is prophecy going on in the Bible it is of the 
forthtelling kind.  This kind does not foretell future events, but rather speaks forth God’s 
Word to present day events.  This is the giving forth of instruction or teaching from God.  
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The role of OT prophet was predominantly to speak God’s Word to his people, to decry 
the corruption of society, to warn of God’s judgment, to call men and women to 
repentance.  Moses the prophet gave Israel God’s law, Nathan the prophet called David 
on his sin, Elijah the prophet stood up against Ahab and Jezebel, Amos the prophet spoke 
out against injustice. 
 So a truly accurate treatment of prophets and prophecy must deal greatly with this 
aspect, the forthtelling aspect.  Consider the following statistics from Fee & Stuart’s 
book, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth:  “Less than 2 percent of Old Testament 
prophecy is messianic.  Less that (sic) 5 percent specifically describes the New Covenant 
age.  Less that (sic) 1 percent concerns events yet to come.”1  So that means that over 
90% of prophecy in the OT does not intentionally look forward to a future fulfillment.  I 
just wanted to make that clear to everyone, that is when we talk about prophecy in the OT 
we are not necessarily talking about predictions for the future.  But the predictive, 
foretelling aspect is what we will be dealing with this afternoon. 

Now, one person has said that, “In the Old Testament there are sixty major 
messianic prophecies and approximately 270 ramifications that were fulfilled in one 
person, Jesus Christ.”2  Now I’m not really all that into numbers and probabilities like the 
person who figured out that the chances that someone fulfilled all the prophecies that 
Jesus fulfilled is 1 in 1017.3  I don’t really think this kind of stuff can be boiled down to 
formulas and statistics.  But I think one thing is clear – there are prophecies in the OT 
that find their fulfillment exclusively in the coming of Christ.  That fact is inescapable.  
Specific, forward looking prophecy represents a major way that the OT can be said to 
point to Christ.  He is specifically predicted. 
 Just like I said at the outset of last week’s sermon, I want to remind you that when 
looking at things like predictive prophecy being fulfilled in Christ you have to ascribe to 
the basic assumption of the Bible – that God is completely sovereign, that God is the 
almighty author of human history.  So when the OT makes predictions it is vastly 
different than when Sports Illustrated makes predictions about who will win the Super 
Bowl this year.  Listen to how John Walton clarifies what we mean when we say 
prediction with respect to the OT: 
 

“The prophecy was God’s message, not the prophet’s.  If predicting is 
understood to preclude causation, then God cannot predict, for he is the 
final cause of all.  So in the end, it must be recognized that prophecy is 
more interested in causation than in prediction.  It is true that biblical 
prophecy spoke of events before they happened, but the purpose was that 
God would be properly recognized as having caused those events as a part 
of his ongoing plan.”4 

 
 In other words, God’s not making educated guesses with prophecy.  Human 
history is not a choose-your-own-adventure book that God’s going through with us.  God 
is the ultimate cause of everything that happens.  He is foretelling through his chosen 
mouthpieces what he has already predetermined to happen before the foundations of the 
world.  Make sure you understand that.  The historical events surrounding the historical 
Jesus were forecasted by God several hundred years earlier because God planned them.  
Everything about Jesus’ life happened according to “God’s set purpose and 
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foreknowledge” (cf. Acts 2:23).  Does that make it easier for you to sing ‘O Come Let Us 
Adore Him’?  It should. 
 
Examples of OT Prophecy 

Just like last week, I’m just going to give you a sampling of OT prophecies that 
predicted Christ and his sufferings.  This week I was trying to select which OT 
prophecies I would focus on in this sermon.  There are so many and yet some of them 
would take a lot of explanation.  “Which ones are the most important?  What are the BIG 
ones?” I asked myself.  I was sitting down for coffee with a Jewish believer this week and 
this man is not just a nominal Jewish person who has joined a church.  No, he’s a rare 
breed of a thoroughly culturally and ethnically and ritually Jewish man who has faith in 
the Messiah – Yeshua.  He’s as close as you can get to a 21st century Peter or James or 
another 1st century Jewish follower of Christ.  He’s immersed in the OT and has a unique 
perspective on our Lord’s relationship to it. 

So I explained what I was preaching through currently and I asked him, “What are 
the big, important OT prophecies about Christ?”  Without much hesitation off the top of 
his head he rattled off Gen. 3:15, Gen. 49, Ps. 2, Ps. 22, and of course Is. 53.  And he said 
Is. 53 is the biggest one.  So here are the major, undeniable OT passages that a Jew looks 
at and says, “That’s talking about Jesus!  There’s no question about it.”  These prophecies 
foretell Jesus Christ.  So let’s look at each of them individually. 

First, let’s look at Gen. 3:15.  Maybe you want to turn with me in your Bibles as I 
go through these.  Genesis was written by Moses no later than the 13th century B.C., well 
over a thousand years before the birth of Jesus.  But the events recorded in the first part 
of Genesis go all the way back to the beginning of humanity.  God has just created man 
and woman in his image – pure and good.  But as we saw briefly last week the first Adam 
failed in his task to obey God and subdue the whole earth and he plunged himself and all 
subsequent humanity into sin and rebellion. 

So within the first 3 chapters of the Bible we have Creation, Fall, and in 3:15 we 
have the promise of Redemption.  Immediately after sin enters the world bringing 
alienation between God and man, man and man, and man and nature we see God 
prophesying that sin will ultimately be defeated, the fallen world will one day be 
redeemed and restored.  FROM THE VERY BEGINNING!  So in a sense Adam and Eve 
were looking forward to Christmas like a 5 year old boy who asked Santa for a bicycle, 
only even more so. 

Now it’s the serpent that tempted the woman to sin and disobey God and then she 
tempted the man, but the book of Revelation tells us that that ancient serpent was Satan 
or the devil (cf. 12:9, 20:2), taking on the form of a snake.  Satan represents the powers of 
evil that have corrupted the created order.  But we read in vv. 14-15 that “the Lord God 
said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock 
and all the wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days 
of your life.  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”’” 

Right from the very beginning we have the defeat of Satan and evil prophesied for 
us/predicted for us/promised for us.  God did not waste anytime in revealing his plan to 
reverse the effects of the Fall, to make things right again.  Throughout church history 
Gen. 3:15 has been called the “Protoevangelium, the earliest statement of the gospel of 
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salvation.”5  This verse foretells the ensuing battle between good and evil and also the 
eventual defeat of Satan by the seed of the woman – a man, a physical descendant of Eve 
that will exchange mortal blows with the devil.  The seed of the woman will crush the 
head of the serpent and the serpent will bite his heel with his lethal venom. 

When we look at the NT one thing we are unable to miss is the fact that Jesus was 
fully human, born of the woman, Mary.  A crying, hungry baby lying in a manger; a boy 
growing in strength and wisdom; a man who was tempted just as we are, with emotions 
just like we have – Jesus was fully human.  And this human was killed by wicked men 
who nailed his feet and hands to the cross.  But get this: the NT tells us that by his death 
he triumphed over Satan on the cross, defeating him once and for all. 

But now here’s the wonder of Christmas – the other fact that we cannot escape in 
the NT is that this man was just as much God.  Jesus was fully divine.  Therefore, death 
could not keep him down.  After crushing Satan on the cross, he rose again from the dead 
and reigns forever at the right hand of God the Father, Almighty, awaiting the day he will 
return to consummate his kingdom.  Christ lives forever and Satan is defeated.  
Redemption accomplished.  Genesis 3:15 fulfilled. 

And so any activities of Satan today are due to the final spasms of a dead snake.  
Have you ever seen a snake or any other animal for that matter get hit by a car and killed?  
The body flops around violently for a little while on the side of the road before lying still.  
Thus the saying, “Running around like a chicken with its head cut off.” 

I’ve got to tell you this story from my childhood days on the farm.  We had these 
ponds out back.  I won’t tell you all that was in these ponds, but one thing in them was an 
infestation of snapping turtles.  We decided to catch a snapping turtle and eat it because 
we’d heard they tasted like chicken.  So we caught one and chopped its head off in our 
yard and my dad was working on dressing the turtle.  You know why they’re called 
snapping turtles, don’t you?  Well, they have a ferocious bite and they snap at you. 

While my dad is working on the turtle my brother and I start playing with the 
head.  It must have been 5 or 10 minutes after the decapitation and I can still see this 
image clearly in my mind.  My little brother is holding this disembodied turtle head and 
its eyes open (this was very eerie) and it bites my brother so hard that his finger starts 
bleeding!  True story!  Defeated reptiles can still inflict harm in the process of dying. 

Well, Satan has been defeated once and for all, but he is still biting people and 
causing harm.  He is using up his final energies before Christ comes again to do away 
with him completely.  And right from the beginning God had promised to send one who 
would defeat Satan and Jesus is that one.  God sovereignly gave the prophecy in Gen. 
3:15 to foretell Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman who defeated Satan. 

A little later in Genesis we come upon another prophetic statement about Christ.  
It’s found in chapter 49.  Here Jacob is about to die and he is blessing his sons.  He said 
to them, “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come” (v. 1).  
These are all foretellings in a certain sense, but his words to Judah are somewhat different 
than the blessings he gives to his other sons.  He says in v. 8, 

 
Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your 
enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you.  You are a lion’s cub, 
O Judah; you return from the prey, my son.  Like a lion he crouches and 
lies down, like a lioness – who dares to rouse him?  The scepter will not 
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depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he 
comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.  He will 
tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his 
garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes.  His eyes will be darker 
than wine, his teeth whiter than milk. 
 
What he says in v. 10 is a notoriously hard verse to translate precisely, but it has 

long been interpreted messianically, that is looking forward to the Messiah.  One Jewish 
Targum (a Targum is sort of like an Aramaic paraphrase) states this verse like this: 
“…until the time King Messiah comes, to whom belongs the kingdom.”6  Essentially 
these verses prophecy that the line of Judah will be the royal line (kings will come from 
him) that continues until a grand and final king comes that will rule forever over all the 
nations. 

The NT on several occasions states that Jesus’ lineage was from Judah (i.e. Lk. 
3:33).  Heb. 7:14 says, “For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah.”  And Rev. 
5:5 even calls Christ the “Lion of the tribe of Judah.”  He is the ultimate ruler that 
descended from the tribe of Judah that everyone had been looking for since Genesis 49.  
God sovereignly gave the prophecy in Gen. 49:8-12 to foretell Jesus Christ, the Lion of 
Judah. 

And this royal line descending from Judah runs right through king David.  So 
when David steps on the scene we see a heightening of prophecies about the ultimate 
king that would descend from David, that would rule with a mighty scepter and crush 
Satan under his feet.  It is clear that David is a mighty and important king, but he’s 
definitely not the final one “to whom it belongs.”  He dies and is buried.  But through the 
prophet Nathan God promises to establish David’s throne forever.  And Psalm 2 was 
written as a special royal coronation piece to install new Davidic kings (turn there). 

But the language in it is so grand and exalted, that no simply human king could 
fully meet the description – universal rule, the one who provides ultimate refuge, things 
like that.  So this royal Psalm also had a prophetic, foretelling aspect to it.  Everyone 
knew this Psalm was looking forward to the Messiah, the truly Anointed One and it was 
interpreted messianically for a long time.  The NT authors quote this Psalm frequently as 
being fulfilled in Christ.  For example, Acts 4:25-27 shows the believers praying, 

 
You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our 
father David: “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?  The 
kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the 
Lord and against his Anointed One.”  Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met 
together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 

 
Again in Acts 13:32-33 Paul is evangelizing and he says, 
 

We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers he has 
fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus.  As it is written in the 
second Psalm: “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 
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 The death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ was the final part of 
a coronation ceremony to install the ultimate king.  Psalm 2 ultimately was a prophecy 
about Jesus, God’s Son, the King of kings who reigns at the right hand of the throne of 
God in heaven.  Jesus sits on the throne of his father David, he reigns over the house of 
Jacob forever, and his kingdom has no end (cf. Lk. 1:33).  God sovereignly gave the 
prophetic Psalm 2 to foretell Jesus Christ, the ruler of the nations. 
 Another Psalm, Psalm 22, is distinctly messianic as well.  You can turn there so 
it’s open on your lap.  This one is quite remarkable in how it foretells the sufferings of 
Christ with such impressive detail.  Sure, this meant something to David when he penned 
it.  He was feeling abandoned and persecuted by his enemies.  He was feeling afflicted 
and alone.  But Spurgeon notes, “David and his afflictions may be here in a very 
modified sense, but, as the star is concealed by the light of the sun, he who sees Jesus will 
probably neither see nor care to see David.”7  There is no escaping the fact that this 
psalm, however much it may speak of David’s personal experience, is primarily 
messianic.8 
 The opening words of the psalm – “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” – are found on the lips of Jesus as he hung on the cross (cf. Matt. 27:46).  The taunt 
of Jesus’ scorners from Mt. 27:39 – “And those who were passing by were hurling abuse 
at Him, ‘wagging their heads’” – is clearly from Psalm 22:7.  They also challenged Jesus 
with the very words of 22:8 – “He trusts in God.  Let God rescue him now if he wants 
him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God’” (Mt. 27:43).  And Jesus cried out in fulfillment 
of 22:15, “I thirst” (Jn. 19:28).  Finally, his garments were divided among those who 
pierced his hands and feet, even as Psalm 22:16-18 describes.9  No Psalm is quoted more 
frequently in the NT than Psalm 22. 
 David while writing a somewhat autobiographical poem was also prophesying 
about the future when a truly innocent one would suffer.  His words were foretelling the 
sufferings of Christ and the events surrounding it.  God sovereignly gave the prophetic 
Psalm 22 to foretell Jesus Christ, the afflicted one. 
 But nowhere are the sufferings of Christ foretold and predicted more clearly and 
unmistakably than in Is. 53.  My Jewish friend told me that there’s really no other point 
for these verses to be in the Bible other than to predict Jesus the Messiah.  They tell of a 
suffering servant that is none other than the Jesus depicted for us in the NT.  The 
suffering aspect of the Messiah is foretold with extreme precision (turn there). 
 The picture painted for us in Is. 53 was of a man “despised and rejected by men, a 
man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering” (v. 3); a man “pierced for our 
transgressions” (v. 5); a man who “as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth” (v. 7); a man who “had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth” (v. 9); a man who “after the suffering of his soul, will see the light of life and be 
satisfied” (v. 11); he was a man who “bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors” (v. 12).  How could someone describe with such graphic accuracy the 
sacrificial, substitutionary death of Christ on the cross roughly 700 years before it took 
place? 
 Jesus said of himself, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45).  In Luke 22:37, just before 
his arrest, Jesus told his disciples, “It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the 
transgressors’ (Is. 53:12); and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me.  Yes, what is 
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written about me is reaching its fulfillment.”  “Jesus here claims to be the one that Isaiah 
53 was written about, the Servant of the Lord.”10 
 The other NT writers, following Jesus’ example, saw him as the fulfillment of Is. 
53.  Peter quotes Is. 53:9 when he says that “He committed no sin, and no deceit was 
found in his mouth.”  And he goes on to allude to that passage by saying, “When they 
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed” (1 Pet. 2:22-24). 
 Jesus was the perfect embodiment of the suffering servant of Is. 53 who died as a 
substitutionary atonement for our sins.  Is. 53:5, the verse that marks the beginning of the 
movie The Passion of the Christ, describes what really took place on the cross: “He was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”  Remember that great 
story in Acts 8 of Philip witnessing to an Ethiopian eunuch?  Philip “heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet.  ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  Philip asked.  
‘How can I,’ he said, ‘unless someone explains it to me?’  So he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him” (vv. 30-31).  The passage he was stuck on was from Is. 53!  We read 
that “Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus” (v. 35). 

Isaiah 53 in the OT tells the gospel of Jesus Christ.  How anyone can say that 
Jesus was not predicted in the OT is beyond me.  Beyond a shadow of a doubt, the 
prophet Isaiah spoke from God as he was carried along by the Holy Spirit about what 
happened on Good Friday.  And there would be no Good Friday without Christmas.  God 
sovereignly gave the prophecy of Is. 53 in order to foretell Christ, the suffering servant. 

 
Conclusion 

There are so many other passages I could cite to show you that God sovereignly 
gave prophecies in the OT to foretell the coming of Jesus Christ.  I didn’t mention 
Daniel 7 and the Son of Man; or Zechariah 9 and the entrance on a donkey; or Is. 9 and 
the child to be born, the son to be given who will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace; or Isaiah 49:6 and the Gentile mission… Or 
how about all those details about Christ’s birth that Matthew tells us were fulfillments of 
Scripture?  In just the first 4 chapters of Matthew we see how Jesus specifically fulfilled 
prophecy by the virgin birth, by being born in Bethlehem, by fleeing to Egypt as a child, 
by providing the occasion for the slaughter of the children in Bethlehem, by growing up 
in Nazareth, and by beginning his preaching ministry in Capernaum.  This was all 
foretold in the OT. 
 This Christmas may you recognize that the Christmas story isn’t just some story 
out of nowhere, with no context.  What happened on that first Christmas and what we 
celebrate every year since then at Christmas is the culmination of thousands of years of 
anticipation and promise.  Acts 3:18 states, “What God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.”  And as we look at how Christ 
was foretold in the OT may you recognize that God can say what’s going to happen in 
advance because God is in charge of everything that happens! 
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Benediction 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government is on his shoulders.  
And he is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness forever and ever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty has accomplished this.  
Amen! 
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