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 Today we have the special privilege of seeing 10 people get baptized.  I think this 

is great!  Baptism is a very special thing that the church does.  But before we have these 

baptisms, I want to take just a little bit of time to explain in more detail what baptism is 

all about.  Obviously I can’t give an exhaustive treatment of the subject, but hopefully 

this will just give a brief overview for those unfamiliar with baptism and a quick 

refresher for the others who are familiar.  Specifically, I want to answer 4 questions: 

“Why do we do baptisms?” “What does baptism symbolize?” “Who should be baptized?” 

and “How should baptism be done?” 

 

Why Do We Do Baptisms? 

 First of all, why do we do baptisms?  Well the most important reason is that Jesus 

commanded his followers to do it.  In his farewell address to his followers “…Jesus came 

to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age’” (Mt. 28:18-20).  We do it 

because Jesus told us to and there is great joy in obeying our Lord. 

 We also see throughout the rest of the NT that as the church carried out this 

mission of preaching the good news about Jesus to everyone they didn’t ignore the 

injunction to baptize people who believed.  The book of Acts, which chronicles the early 
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history of the church has people getting baptized everywhere.  On one occasion roughly 

3,000 people heard the message about Jesus and were baptized. 

 A great example in the book of Acts is the story of the Apostle Paul, previously 

named Saul.  At one point he was the greatest opponent to the church, but through an 

encounter with Jesus he came to faith and did an about face.  We read that when this 

happened, Paul was immediately baptized (Acts 9:18, cf. 22:16).  So when the Bible 

records people converting to Christianity it also records that they were baptized. 

Now this same Paul went on to write a large chunk of the NT.  Another reason 

why we do baptisms is because in several of these letters that Paul wrote to different 

churches, Paul assumes that all the Christians there have been baptized (i.e. Rom. 6, Gal. 

3:27, Col. 2:12).  There is no category in Paul’s thinking for a person who has become a 

believer and not been baptized.  The writer of Hebrews and the apostle Peter in his 

writings also assume this fact (cf. Heb. 6:1-2; 1 Pet. 3:21). 

So why do we do baptism?  Because Christ commanded it, the early church did it, 

and the NT simply assumes that all those who believe in Christ will be baptized.  It’s a 

thoroughly biblical practice. 

 

What Does Baptism Symbolize? 

  Now I want to answer the question, “What does baptism symbolize?”  It’s 

obvious that baptism generally speaking is a Christian practice and the Bible prescribes it, 

but what does it mean?  The first thing to notice is that I used the word ‘symbolize’.  

Baptism is a symbol – an outward, physical picture of an inward, spiritual reality. 

 There’s nothing magical about this water up here.  The act of baptism itself does 

not save anyone or do anything in and of itself.  The Bible is clear on every page – there 

is nothing, NOTHING that people can do to save themselves.  Salvation is purely by 

faith.  Faith is a simple trust in God that because of Jesus’ death on the Cross one’s sins 

are paid for (nobody can pay for them on his own) and because of Jesus’ resurrection 

from the dead one has new life.  Jesus did it all.  Faith says, “I know Jesus obtained 

salvation on the Cross for me and therefore I have a right standing with God and the 

promise of eternal life.” 
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 The best way I’ve heard this explained is that baptism is like a wedding ring.  I’m 

not married to my wife because I wear a wedding ring.  I’m married because I made a 

vow before God and other people to be united to this woman until death do us part.  Then 

the minister said, “What symbol do you have of your love?” and we exchanged rings.  

Now I have this gold ring that has several layers of symbolism, but the purpose is to 

remind me of my vows.  It’s the same with becoming a Christian.  It’s my faith that saves 

me, that unites me to Christ and brings me into God’s favor through him.  Then I was 

baptized as a tangible symbol of that faith.  Baptism doesn’t save anybody, just like 

wearing a wedding ring doesn’t necessarily make anyone married.  They’re both 

symbols. 

 So the important thing to notice is that baptism doesn’t save anyone; Christ does 

and we are united to him by faith.  As the Bible says, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, 

so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).  Baptism, then, symbolizes that regenerate faith.  

It’s a public declaration that a person has put his or her faith in Christ for salvation. 

 As you might expect, the image provides a picture of what that faith in Christ 

entails and achieves.  Believing in Jesus causes one to experience a cleansing, a complete 

washing away of sins.  The Bible says, “Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as 

white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool” (Isa. 1:18).  The 

picture is of a stained, dirty, rotten sinner being washed from head to toe by God.  This is 

what happens when a person puts his faith in Christ; his sins are washed away (cf. 1 Cor. 

6:11).  What better way to graphically portray that than with being washed with water?  

One place in the Bible speaks of baptism, “not as a removal of dirt from the body but as 

an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 

3:21).  Baptism symbolizes the spiritual reality of being washed clean of the guilt of sin 

by the blood of Jesus. 

 Similarly, baptism symbolizes our identification with Jesus through our faith and 

the new life that results.  Paul says in one place, “We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 

the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Rom. 6:4).  By placing one’s faith in 

Jesus, we experience death to self and new life.  That’s why in another place Paul talks 
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about “having been buried with [Jesus] in baptism and raised with him through… faith in 

the power of God, who raised him from the dead” (Col. 2:12).  Baptism pictures how we 

are made new in Jesus. 

 So in the Bible baptism is seen as a symbol, a powerful symbol, of what happened 

when a person put his or her faith in Jesus for salvation.  Namely, baptism symbolizes 

being washed of one’s sins and being united with Christ in his death and resurrection. 

 

Who Should Be Baptized? 

 Therefore, it follows that the answer to the question, “Who should be baptized?” 

is, “Only those who have consciously put their faith in Jesus.”  Since baptism is a symbol 

and since baptism symbolizes a person’s faith in Jesus and the realities of what that faith 

achieves for a believer, it doesn’t make any sense to baptize a person who doesn’t express 

such a faith. 

 Not only does what’s called believers’ baptism flow logically out of the biblical 

understanding of what baptism signifies, it also fits with the historical precedent set in the 

NT.  That is, every time someone is baptized, faith has preceded it.  For example, in Acts 

2, Peter preaches the gospel powerfully and we read, “Those who accepted his message 

were baptized” (Acts 2:41). 

Another example a little later in the book of Acts happens when Phillip is 

preaching to people in Samaria.  The Bible says, “when they believed Philip as he 

preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 

baptized, both men and women” (Acts 8:12).  Search long and hard, but there is not a 

single instance in the Bible of anyone being baptized who doesn’t profess faith in Christ.  

Baptism is strictly for those who are old enough to comprehend the gospel and who do, in 

fact, repent and believe in Jesus. 

But in order to answer this question, “Who should be baptized?” it must also be 

said more clearly that baptism is for baby believers.  Baptism, ideally, signifies the start 

of the Christian walk; it’s supposed to mark the beginning of the union between a 

believer and Jesus Christ.  You’re supposed to exchange rings at the end of your wedding 

ceremony, not at your 10 year anniversary. 
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Again, just look at the myriad biblical examples like when Phillip preaches the 

gospel to an Ethiopian eunuch while the eunuch is riding along in his chariot.  When the 

eunuch believes the message, the first thing he says is, “Look, here is water.  Why 

shouldn’t I be baptized?” (Acts 8:36).  The man understands that Jesus is the one who 

died for his people’s sins and immediately the chariot is stopped, he gets out, and Phillip 

baptizes him. 

Sometimes we have this idea that people become Christians, then they wait 10 

years until they’re “mature” in their faith and completely understand everything about 

Christianity and then they get baptized.  That’s not the way it’s supposed to be.  The NT 

pattern is that baptism follows almost immediately upon conversion.  Then that person 

grows in Christ and learns more about what it means to walk with him.  It’s never too 

late, but the earlier in your walk with Christ the better. 

Who should be baptized?  Those who have believed the gospel, even and 

especially those who have just recently believed. 

 

How Should Baptism Be Done? 

 The final question I want to answer today is, “How should baptism be done?”  

The biblical mode for baptism is immersion, that is being completely submersed under 

water.  I say that for three reasons: 

 

1.) First, the Greek verb, baptizo, which is translated “to baptize” simply means 

to dip, immerse, submerge.  The word doesn’t mean to sprinkle or to pour, it 

means to put under water. 

2.) Secondly, if you look at all the descriptions of how baptism occurred in the 

NT it’s pretty clear that to baptize meant to immerse someone in water.  John 

the Baptist was said to baptize “in the Jordan River” (Mt. 3:6), not beside or 

by or near, but IN and it’s carefully recorded that he picked the area where he 

did his baptisms “because there was much water there” (Jn. 3:23).  Jesus, at 

his own baptism, is described as coming “up out of the water” (Mt. 3:16).  

And most convincingly is the way the story of Phillip and the Ethiopian 

eunuch is told.  Surely they had a container of drinking water with them in the 
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chariot that could have been used to sprinkle the eunuch, but instead they 

stopped the chariot where there was a body of water, got out, “then both 

Phillip and the eunuch went down into the water and Phillip baptized him” 

(Acts 8:38).  Baptism by immersion squares the best with the biblical 

descriptions of baptism. 

3.) Thirdly, immersion makes the most sense because of the visual picture it 

portrays.  One person has put it this way: “When the candidate for baptism 

goes down into the water it is a picture of going down into the grave and being 

buried.  Coming up out of the water is then a picture of being raised with 

Christ to walk in newness of life.”
1
  Baptism by immersion best pictures this. 

 

So how should baptism be done?  Because of the meaning of the word itself, the 

way it’s described in the Bible, and the picture it’s supposed to convey – dying and rising 

with Christ – there is good reason for believing that baptism should be done by 

immersion.  In fact, there is no indisputable, historical example of baptism by sprinkling 

until 251 A.D.
2
 

 

Conclusion 

 I’ve tried to just briefly unpack a little bit of the meaning of baptism in order to 

give some explanation of what we’re doing today.  I’ve hopefully explained why we do 

baptisms, what they mean, who should be baptized, and how it should be done. 

A baptism service provides a wonderful time for the community of believers to 

celebrate with those being baptized what God has done in their lives and to remember 

again their own salvation.  It also provides a chance for those visiting who have never put 

their faith in Christ for salvation to hear testimonies and witness this special picture of 

what Christ can do in people’s lives. 

 I’ve spoken with each one of these people that will be getting baptized today and 

heard from them that they place all their hope for this life and the life after in Jesus 

Christ.  Some of them have done this a while ago; some of them have done it just 

recently.  All of them realize that faith in Jesus is the only way for salvation, the only 

meaning in life, the only possibility for forgiveness, the only option for living life with 
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real joy.  There’s nothing they can do to earn God’s acceptance, besides throwing 

themselves at the foot of the Cross and asking for mercy.  God is gracious to save all who 

do just that. 

 Now each one is going to come up and share a little bit about his or her own, 

unique story of how God brought them to this realization.  As you’ll hear, some of these 

people have amazing conversion stories where everything just clicked for them one day 

and they believed in Jesus and life had never been the same.  Some of them are more like 

the man who got on a train at night in Paris.  He fell asleep and woke up the next day in 

Berlin.  He wasn’t sure at exactly what time during the night he crossed the border 

between France and Germany, but all he knows is that now he’s in Berlin.  God works 

differently in different people, but the result is always the same: a forgiven sinner, 

walking day by day in newness of life and awaiting that final day when faith shall be 

sight and salvation will be fully realized. 

 After one person shares with us, then I will baptize him or her.  It is entirely 

appropriate at this time to clap, shout for joy, or cheer.  This is a joyous celebration. 
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find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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