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Introduction 
 
 Well as you may have gathered, today is Missions Sunday here at Immanuel 
Baptist Church.  What do you think of when you hear the word Missions?  We hear that 
word often – we have a Missions Team that just went to Thailand, we have a Missions 
Committee, we have an annual Missions Conference, we have Missions offerings, we 
talk a lot about Missions.  It’s a term that we use so often that at times it may be good to 
step back and remind ourselves of what we’re talking about. 

Broadly speaking, Missions has to do with obeying Jesus’ words in Matthew 
28:19 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 
 Jesus came on a mission – to inaugurate the long-awaited kingdom of God by 
dying for sins on the Cross and rising again.  During his time on earth he announced the 
fulfillment of the ages and the coming of the kingdom in him and he called men and 
women to repent, believe this good news, and follow him, thereby entering that kingdom 
(cf. Mk. 1:15). 

Then, after his mission was accomplished, he sent his followers on a mission – 
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (Jn. 20:21).  They were supposed to tell 
everyone about Jesus’ completed mission.  Those initial Jewish disciples, transformed by 
the work of Christ, embarked on their mission with the Spirit’s power and the good news 
of Jesus Christ went out from Jerusalem to Judea and then Samaria and from there to the 
ends of the known world.  And as a result, 2,000 years later, you and I gather here in 
Chicago to worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and to carry on the mission 
given by Jesus Christ.  This is the essence of what Missions is – followers of Christ 
spreading the fame of his name among every tribe, language, people, and nation (cf. Rev. 
5:9). 

This is a general description of what’s in mind when we use the word Missions, 
but of course there’s much more to say about Missions.  There are questions like: 
“What’s the best strategy?”  “What should be our motivation?”  “Who should go?”  
What’s our ultimate goal?”  “Where should our priorities be?”  And, “What are 
acceptable and unacceptable methods in executing our mission?”  There are many 
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different directions I could go this afternoon, but I want to focus on a specific area today 
that I believe greatly affects how we think about Missions and about being a part of the 
church’s age old task of proclaiming the Gospel everywhere. 

I could talk about many things under the rubric of Missions, but this afternoon I 
want to address the principle of global church cooperation for the sake of the gospel.  I 
want to do it by looking at the little letter of 3 John, a book of the Bible that is easy to just 
skip over, but no less God’s Word and useful for teaching.  Turn with me to this little 
book (Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John).  I believe what comes out of 
this little book is a principle that must guide our thinking at Immanuel about the topic of 
Missions as we enter the 21st Century.  That principle is just this: We must work 
together with other churches in other parts of the world for the truth of the gospel. 

 
Let me just read this whole book all the way through and then we’ll spend some 

time understanding it and then applying it to our current context and the context of 
Missions.  Read 3 John 

 
Pray 

 
Text 

So Jesus, before ascending into heaven, gave his followers a mission: to proclaim 
the message of salvation among all peoples, not just Jews.  As that mission of the original 
disciples was executed and as the beautiful sound of the good news reverberated in 
village after village, radiating out from Jerusalem, we read in the book of Acts that new 
churches began to pop up among the Gentiles like the one in Antioch.  What an exciting 
time this must have been!  I get excited just thinking about it and I’m very excited about 
preaching through Acts, which is what we’ll do once we finish the Gospel of Luke. 

We also read in Acts that these new churches joined in the mission as well and 
people went out from them preaching the kingdom among the Gentiles and “all who were 
appointed for eternal life believed” (13:48).  And as this message was transmitted by 
early missionaries like Paul and Barnabas and Mark and Silas and Timothy new churches 
were planted in places like Ephesus in modern day Turkey, and Corinth and Thessalonica 
in Greece. 

In those places elders were appointed to shepherd the flock, the church started 
reaching out to its community and baptizing new believers, in the midst of busy lives as 
carpenters and farmers and merchants they gathered together at least weekly to worship, 
they celebrated the Lord’s Table together, they studied the OT Scriptures to see how they 
pointed to Christ, and they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching – people like 
Peter, Paul, Matthew, and John. 

Not only did these new churches represent redeemed communities within their 
own cities to shine the light of the gospel to their neighbors, they saw themselves as part 
of something bigger.  And they would take up offerings to share with other churches in 
faraway cities that had need.  And, get this, they sent out people from among their own to 
proclaim the gospel and plant churches in new places where there was no church before. 

So can you see this explosion?  And can you see what it resulted in?  What we 
have by the latter half of the 1st Century is this loose federation of individual churches 
scattered all over the Roman empire, comprised of Jews and Gentiles, slaves and 
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freemen, men and women, rich and poor – all united as one in Christ and under the 
authority of the Apostle’s.  Each church existed because of the mission given by Christ 
and each church participated in that mission as well as the community of faith expanded. 

All of this is backdrop to the setting of 3 John.  By the time this letter was written 
over 50 years had passed since Jesus first gave his disciples their mission back in 
Palestine.  Now there were established churches dotting the map of the Roman world.  
And the apostle John, the son of Zebedee, one of the sons of Thunder, was an old man 
serving as an elder at the church in Ephesus. 

This is the man who wrote the letter we’re looking at today and this is the man 
who wrote the Fourth Gospel and Revelation, along with 1 & 2 John.  He’s writing as a 
respected leader in a large church in a large city to a man named Gaius, probably one of 
the elders of a smaller church, probably located somewhere in the mainland of the 
province of Asia.  Most likely it’s a church that John has helped to plant and build.  He’s 
writing to Gaius (one of his converts), about one of the other elders there named 
Diotrephes.  And there’s a third name mentioned, Demetrius, who is probably the person 
carrying this letter from John. 

Now what’s this letter all about?  Let’s look first at how this man, Gaius, is 
described in the first half of the letter.  First of all, he’s loved by John: v. 1 – “To my dear 
friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth;” v. 2 – “dear friend;” v. 5 – “dear friend” [better 
translated “beloved”]. 

Secondly, Gaius is a solid believer.  He’s faithful to the truth, v. 3, and he 
continues to walk in it.  He’s right on track. 

Thirdly, Gaius is hospitable.  It says in v. 5 that he is doing things for brothers in 
the faith that he doesn’t even know.  He is open and welcoming to complete strangers. 

Fourthly, we see that Gaius is well-respected.  Because of his firm commitment to 
the truth and his hospitality he has gained a good reputation among the brethren from 
other churches.  Those strangers that he’s helped have come through the church in 
Ephesus and talked highly of Gaius. 

Fifthly, we see in v. 6 that he’s a loving man.  The word on Gaius is that he’s a 
man of love. 

John begins his letter with nothing but praise for Gaius.  He’s loved by John, he 
walks in the truth, he’s hospitable, he’s well-respected, he’s loving.  Gaius is John’s 
model man.  When we read this, we’re supposed to be encouraged to be like Gaius. 

Now let’s look at the second half.  What kind of man is Diotrephes?  Almost the 
exact opposite.  He’s prideful, arrogant, and power hungry.  Look at v. 9 – “loves to be 
first.”  He loves to be the one in charge. 

He’s not submissive.  Again, look at v. 9 – John “wrote to the church, but 
Diotrephes…will have nothing to do with [him].”  He ignores and resists anyone’s 
instruction or help or advice. 

He’s a gossip and a slanderer: v. 10 – “So if I come, I will call attention to what 
he is doing, gossiping maliciously about us.”  Diotrephes doesn’t seem to have kind 
words to say about John and what’s going on at the church in Ephesus.  He’s bad-
mouther. 

And finally, Diotrephes, unlike Gaius, is not hospitable.  He’s inhospitable: v. 10 
– “he refuses to welcome the brothers.  He also stops those who want to do so and puts 
them out of the church.” 
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He’s not a nice guy.  Diotrephes is the model of everything John doesn’t want in 
the church and everything that is bad about people in the church today.  John goes on to 
advise Gaius not to imitate Diotrephes, he commends the messenger Demetrius, he gives 
a final farewell, and he signs off. 

Now let’s go back and focus on vv. 6, 7, and 8.  Now what is being referenced 
here?  This is why I set the stage like I did.  We must remember that the 1st Century 
church was Missions-minded.  New churches in new cities were popping up all the time.  
And from most of these churches, emissaries of the gospel were being sent out in order to 
plant more churches.  There were traveling missionaries traversing the continent, 
preaching the gospel and planting new churches. 

3 John is describing these people.  These were people who left everything, left 
their home church and went out “for the sake of the Name.”  Now there’s a whole sermon 
right there.  They went out for the sake of the Name, the glory of God and the 
preeminence of his Son, to see him magnified in all the nations.  They were compelled to 
spread the word solely for the sake of the Name! 

We also see that they received no help from the pagans.  These roaming 
missionaries wouldn’t ask for food and lodging at the local temple of Artemis when they 
came into town.  They didn’t seek help from non-believers.  They didn’t seek government 
assistance or get a sponsorship by a local company for wearing a logo on their bag.  They 
sought no help from the unbelieving world as they carried out their task.  They simply 
trusted God to provide through the generosity of his people.  They were sent by their 
home church and they expected to find Missions-minded house-churches along the way 
who could help them, provide food, clothing, and shelter.  They expected to find 
assistance from other believers who lived for the sake of the Name.  That’s how this 
enterprise worked. 

John tells Gaius that he and his church “ought to show hospitality to such men so 
that they may work together with them for the truth” (v.8).  Their goal was the same as 
Gaius’ – to see the Name of Jesus Christ proclaimed as the only way to God.  By 
showing hospitality and aiding them, Gaius and his church could participate in their 
work.  These people passing through weren’t originally from that particular church.  
Gaius may have never met them before, but they came proclaiming the same gospel and 
the same Savior and Gaius ought, therefore, to welcome them and participate with them 
however he could.  It was a cooperative effort. 

The letter is already short, but if you wanted to distill the whole thing down to just 
one sentence it might go something like this: “Gaius, I’ve heard good reports about you 
and your hospitality and want to encourage you to continue participating with such 
workers for the gospel by supporting them, unlike that self-aggrandizing and divisive 
Demetrius (I’ll take care of him when I come).”  The main thrust of the letter is 
“participate with others for the sake of the truth of the gospel.” 

Now Gaius did have to be careful to some extent.  One of the main points of 2 
John is that not every itinerant “evangelist” was legit.  In the tiny letter just before this 
one, John is warning a church that “many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world [on their own Missions trip]… 
do not take them into your house or welcome them.  Anyone who welcomes them shares 
in their wicked work” (vv. 7,11). 
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You see many distortions of the gospel were already present.  There were 
mixtures of the gospel and Greek ideas.  There were Gnostics and docetists who 
proclaimed a “different gospel” – some secret wisdom above and beyond the simple 
foolishness of the Cross or the idea that Jesus simply appeared like a human, but was 
only a spirit; the 1st Century equivalents of the Jehovah’s Witnesses or Mormons who 
come knocking on your door or theological liberals.  John told the church in 2 John to be 
aware of them and not to help them.  To participate with them would be to share in the 
work of the antichrist.  Any church that officially welcomes a heretic is guilty of heresy. 

We must draw firm lines, especially around those doctrines dealing with the 
nature and deity of Christ.  Doctrinal fidelity is a must!  But how small should our circle 
be?  3 John seems to balance this.  If someone comes to you with the proper teaching 
about Christ, if that person is genuinely working for the sake of the Name of Jesus, then 
by all means participate fully. 

We can be too ecumenical and loosy-goosy with doctrine, which is all the rage 
today among many religious bodies with interfaith initiatives and so forth and that’s 
unacceptable according to 2 John.  We can’t participate with people who fudge on the 
major doctrines of the faith.  But we can also be too narrow and unwilling to participate 
with others for the sake of the Name and that’s almost as bad according to 3 John. 

We shouldn’t be like Diotrephes, spiritually arrogant and couching ambitions to 
be the biggest and most important church in town even at the expense of other 
evangelical churches.  We shouldn’t be cocky and unwilling to learn from other brothers 
and sisters in Christ that may be slightly different from us.  We shouldn’t be always bad 
mouthing other churches that take slightly different approaches, but nevertheless labor for 
the same gospel.  We’re on the same team.  We shouldn’t be unwilling to join forces, 
within evangelicalism, to evangelize the lost. 

What I think 3 John gives us is a clear mandate for a broad based coalition of 
orthodox churches participating together for the sake of the Name.  Do you guys see that 
in this text?  2 John says that anyone who welcomes a heretic shares in his wicked work.  
But 3 John says that we ought to show hospitality to any men who genuinely preach Jesus 
so that we may work together for the truth. 

There’s definitely an application here for local church cooperation.  We should be 
open to cooperating with other churches in the city for the sake of the Gospel.  I would 
have no problem with doing things together with Seminary Ave. if it would be beneficial 
for reaching more people for Christ.  Obviously Pastor Mark has been very gracious to us 
in allowing us to use the facility.  In fact, he told me that he would rejoice if our church 
grew and saw many people, even from this neighborhood, coming to Christ and we filled 
up the place.  He doesn’t love to be first. 

That’s a great example of what we’re talking about.  I think this would even apply 
to working side by side with other evangelical churches that may hold differing views 
from us on non-essential matters.  We can still have firm convictions on such matters as 
baptism and preaching and church government and doctrines of grace and hold them 
unwaveringly and yet not let those things get in the way of the advancement of the simple 
gospel.  Putting such differences with area churches aside for the sake of the gospel is, I 
think, an application of this text. 
 
Application 
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But since this is Missions Sunday I want to focus on what this means for us 
globally.  I’ve tried to demonstrate that a principle of churches working together for the 
truth comes from the letter of 3 John.  That’s the main principle I draw out of this text, 
now I want to apply that to the current situation the church of Jesus Christ finds herself in 
in 2004, specifically Immanuel Baptist Church. 

As a result of the church staying on mission and churches sending missionaries, 
working with other churches, and planting new churches for 2,000 years, you and I have 
heard the gospel and are part of a local church in Chicago.  We, like the churches of Acts, 
are a church with elders who shepherd and oversee this flock.  We are a church seeing 
new people being baptized into the faith (at least 3 or 4 will be baptized in two weeks).  
We are a community that, in the midst of our busy individual lives, gets together in small 
groups, prayer meetings, and gathers together corporately on the first day of every week 
to worship.  We are a church that regularly celebrates the Lord’s Table together, as we 
will be doing today.  We are a church that searches the OT Scriptures to see how they 
apply to our lives and point us to Christ.  And we are a church that devotes ourselves to 
the Apostles’ teaching – the NT.  This is all great, necessary stuff. 

But not only do we represent a redeemed community within our own city to shine 
the light of the gospel to our neighbors and coworkers.  We are also a part of something 
much bigger – the Great Commission, the task of seeing the good news of Jesus 
proclaimed among yet unreached peoples and to see new churches planted there and built 
up.  The task of reaching every nation and people group with the life-changing gospel of 
Jesus Christ is not completed; there are still millions who have never heard the name of 
Jesus and hundreds of thousands of people groups with no viable gospel witness. 

So what do we do?  Well, we send people out from among us who leave for the 
frontier of the gospel in the 10/40 window for the sake of the Name.  That’s definitely 
part of it.  I’m praying that someday we can see the Lord raise up from among us 
someone to send to an unreached people group. 

But we live in an age of globalization, where the world is in some ways a smaller 
place.  Through the work of Missions in the past there is now a world-wide body of 
believers present on every continent.  Remember the 1st Century setting of 3 John?  There 
was a loose federation of independent churches scattered throughout the Mediterranean 
world.  And the message of 3 John was that they should all work together for the truth.  
Now we live in a world where there are churches scattered all over the globe.  And the 
message of 3 John for us is that we should all work together for the truth. 

In a world like this we are called to partner with other churches closer to the 
Missions frontier in order to reach the perishing.  We’re all in it together.  IBC and even 
the collective church in America can’t take an attitude like Diotrephes, a go-it-alone 
mentality that loves to be first and resists cooperating with others. 

The body of Christ is much greater than just the West.  The church is emerging at 
an amazing rate in the global South and in the East.  In a book entitled The Church is 
Bigger Than You Think by Patrick Johnstone which was published in 1998 there is this 
statement: “In 1960, non-Western evangelicals were half as numerous as Western 
evangelicals.  But by 2000 they will be four times more numerous.”1  We find ourselves, 
2,000 years later, seeing the center of global Christianity in some ways shifting away 
from the post-Christian West as it slowing embarks on a moral and cultural decline. 
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It now makes sense for us to seek out ways to strategically aid and partner with 
churches in other parts of the world in accomplishing our mission.  Doesn’t it make 
sense, in a 3 John kind of way, to work together with a church like Siam Bangkok in 
reaching the unreached in Thailand, for example?  Can’t you just hear John the elder 
saying to IBC, “There are Thai people eager and ready to win their country for Christ, to 
go out for the sake of the Name.  You ought, therefore, to show generosity to such people 
so that you may work together for the truth.” 

“You’re talking in vague terms here, Nathan.  What exactly do you mean?  What 
will this look like?”  Well, I’m not exactly sure what this would look like in practical 
terms.  We still need to think through this and figure it out better as a church.  All I really 
wanted to do was to give a biblical mandate for churches working together for the sake of 
the mission and to draw attention to the fact that we’re in a global church setting now, but 
maybe I can get a little bit more specific.  Here are four major areas such a partnership 
should include: 
 
(1) Financial. 

While the church in the rest of the world is growing and the church in the West is 
declining in Europe and stagnating in the U.S., we still have many churches and we still 
have most of the money.  We’re insanely rich, actually.  There’s a biblical precedent for 
richer churches sharing with poorer churches.  Like the collection taken up for the 
Jerusalem church by the Macedonian and Corinthian church in 2 Cor. 8.  Out of our 
abundance, we can share with churches on the front lines for the sake of the gospel. 

In many instances, this is a far more effective use of our money.  Provided there’s 
financial accountability, one dollar can go farther when funding native missionaries than 
when funding Western ones.  There’s no need for air travel expenses, language learning, 
visas, and all the other expenses that goes into supporting someone living in a foreign 
country.  This is not to mention the increased effectiveness of someone from within the 
culture or that person’s higher chance of being able to get into places an American never 
could. 

So we can partner with other churches by sharing our money, helping to fund 
their efforts, although as Ivor warned we need to do this in a way that does not 
unhealthily encourage dependence or represent neo-colonial desires.  Ivor recommended 
finding strategic ways to use our money to partner with other churches for the sake of the 
gospel.  One of the things we’re talking about doing with him is having IBC subscribe to 
a theological journal for the library at Colombo Theological College.  What a way for us 
to take part in training pastors and evangelists in Sri Lanka who can then go back and 
build the church in that part of the world!  We can financially partner with our brothers 
and sisters around the world. 
 
(2) Theological 
 The second area of global cooperation of churches is theological.  We can share 
knowledge.  This is a major need among the exploding church in other parts of the world.  
Many lack solid biblical and theological teaching.  There is a lack of teachers and the 
teachers many times aren’t formally trained.  We in the West have had 2,000 years to 
think through theology, to deal with certain problems and formulate a biblical stance.  We 
are the heirs of a rich theological heritage and godly thinkers and writers. 
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 We owe it to our brothers and sisters to help them and train them.  We can work 
to translate the Scriptures, first of all, and other Christian literature into their language.  
We can send teachers to go and establish seminaries in remote parts of the world.  We 
can sponsor students to come to the U.S. and study at our schools.  Doctor Hafemann 
donates his time to teach theology to pastors and evangelists in Chad.  There are a lot of 
innovative things we can do to assist the church in the South and the East to be firmly 
rooted in sound teaching and doctrine. 
 We have a duty, I believe, to share our wealth of knowledge with the global 
church, although I say this with a bit of hesitation because there are a couple of dangers.  
First of all, we must strive to make sure that we don’t export unnecessary Western 
baggage with our knowledge.  There are, many times, unhealthy cultural additions that 
are attached to our theology and we have to be aware to not insist on those remaining. 
 Also, we have to be open to learning from our brothers and sisters in other parts 
of the world as well.  Doing theology in a global context is important.  It can open our 
eyes to see things that we have let creep into our thinking that is not exactly biblical.  It 
can also help us to see things in Scripture that we’ve never seen before.  I had to take a 
class in grad school called World Christian Perspectives that sought to help us learn to 
read Scripture in a global context. 

A friend of mine told me that he was doing research on how Christ’s death and 
resurrection gained victory over the spirit world.  All the commentaries on Colossians he 
looked at by Western writers didn’t really have much to say about Christ disarming the 
powers and authorities, making a public spectacle of them and triumphing over them by 
the Cross.  But then he found some really great stuff in the African Journal of Evangelical 
Theology because these people deal with this kind of stuff everyday.  We have to share 
our theological knowledge with the global church in order to build them up, but we must 
be willing to learn from them too. 
 
(3) Man Power 

The third area of cooperation is in man power.  Many times we can assist a church 
on the frontier of the gospel by sending people over there to help.  In a sense this is what 
we are doing long-term with the McFall’s in Taiwan, who by the way will be visiting on 
Dec. 5.  We’ve sent them to assist a newly planted church there just getting off the 
ground. 

This is also what we do with our short-term Missions teams.  There are specific 
tasks that they can help with for a couple weeks.  Whether it’s building a new facility or 
teaching English classes or helping to run a vacation Bible school or what, we can send 
workers over to help a church trying to reach its area for Christ.  Many times, as we’ve 
heard this afternoon, such helpers come back feeling ministered to more than got to 
minister.  Sharing man power like this is a wonderful way to feel connected to the work 
going on in a far part of the world and to work together for the truth with another church. 
 
(4) Prayer 
 Finally, the fourth major area where we can partner with other churches in what 
the Lord is doing is to pray.  If we do nothing else, let us pray for the church in other 
parts of the world.  In fact, this is the most important thing.  Ephesians 6:18 says, “Pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
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alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”  Paul prayed for all the churches.  
Epaphras, from far away, was always wrestling in prayer for the church in Colossae (Col. 
4:12). 
 We can participate in the work that the churches in India are doing to reach the 
unreached in their country by lifting them up to the Lord, asking God to sustain them and 
bless their efforts.  This is even better if we know a church personally, like Siam 
Bangkok and commit to faithfully supporting them in prayer. 
 
Conclusion 

What I’ve tried to do this afternoon is to push us to be Missions minded, to have a 
heart for seeing the Name proclaimed among all the nations.  And I’ve tried to show us 
from the Bible that we are a part of the global body of Christ and we are commanded to 
work together with other churches to do this task.  I’d really like to see us have this kind 
of global mindset.  I want us to try to partner with indigenous churches in places like 
Thailand.  What it will look exactly like I’m not sure, yet.  But it should involve the four 
areas of money, knowledge, man power, and prayer.  The world-wide church exists for 
the sake of the Name and we’re promised that the gates of Hell will not hold up against 
us. 

As we enter a time of participating in the Lord’s Table, let’s remember the cost of 
purchasing our salvation, the broken body and the blood of Christ.  Let’s also remember 
that the lamb was slain, and with his blood he purchased men for God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation (Rev. 5:9).  We join with our brothers and sisters 
from around the world on this first day of the week and celebrate this same meal.  Let’s 
let that reality sink in. 
 
1 Cor. 11:23ff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 5, 2004.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
 
End notes: 
                                                 
1 Patrick Johnstone, The Church is Bigger Than You Think (Geanies House: Christian Focus Publications, 
1998), 110. 


