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Text 
Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 

15 
Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of 

your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the 

matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 
16 

for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid 

again and again when I was in need. 
17 

Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be 

credited to your account. 
18 

I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I 

have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, 

pleasing to God. 
19 

And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
20 

To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer 

 

The Passage 
 We started going through Paul’s letter to the Philippians last November and now 

we’re just about to the end.  In today’s passage we see Paul talking more about the 

Philippians’ financial gift to Paul while he was in prison in Rome.  In short, the main 

point of today’s passage is just this: it’s good to share in other people’s troubles. 

Last week we saw that Paul had learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation.  He didn’t need money to be happy; he had God.  Nevertheless, the 

Philippians gave him money and Paul says in v. 14 – “It was good of you to share in my 

troubles.”  It’s good to share in other people’s troubles. 

 How did the Philippians share in Paul’s troubles?  Verse 15 – from the very early 

days, after Paul planted the church in Philippi with some women down by the river and a 

slave girl and a jail guard and was then not-so-kindly asked to get out of town by the city 

officials, the Philippians sent monetary gifts to Paul to help support him as he planted 

churches in other cities.  In fact, he says, “not one church shared with me in the matter of 

giving and receiving, except you only.” 

Flip with me, if you can, to Acts 16.  At the beginning Paul’s confused, aimless, 

doors are shut in his face; then he sees a vision of a guy from Macedonia saying come 

over here; Paul leaves at once; he arrives in the leading city of the district of Macedonia 

(Philippi); he finds some women down by the river (including Lydia) and shares the 

gospel with them; he casts a demon out of a slave girl; he gets flogged and thrown into 

prison; he sings songs in prison (there he goes again, being joyful always, content in any 
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and every situation); God miraculously frees him from prison; the prison guard gets 

saved; the magistrates release him; he says, “Hey you can’t just release me after unjustly 

flogging me like that; I’m a Roman citizen;” but then Paul ends up leaving anyway. 

From there he goes to Thessalonica – a neighboring city.  Keep your finger here 

and flip back to Philippians 4:16.  Paul says, “Even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent 

me aid again and again when I was in need.”  From Thessalonica he goes to Berea, and 

gets run out because of people from Thessalonica who came and stirred up trouble.  From 

Berea Paul goes to Athens and then he goes to Corinth.  By this time he’s broke, so he 

starts working as a tentmaker with Priscilla and Aquila, just trying to make ends meet.  

But then, Acts 18:5, Silas and Timothy arrive from where?  Macedonia.  And suddenly 

Paul can do ministry full-time.  The Philippians came through again.  And then in 

Philippians 4:18 Paul acknowledges that he has received their latest gift to him through 

Epaphroditus. 

Let me read to you something Paul wrote to the church in Corinth: 

 

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has 

given the Macedonian churches.  Out of the most severe trial, their 

overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  

For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 

their ability.  Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 

privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. (2Cor. 8:1-4) 

 

The Philippian church’s generosity spread to the other churches in Macedonia. 

So how did the Philippians share in Paul’s troubles?  They gave him money 

repeatedly and generously, even when they didn’t have a lot.  They urgently pleaded for 

the privilege of giving their money away.  They were a church that shared their money 

with others who had a need. 

Why was it good of them to do this?  Paul says in v. 17 that the Philippians’ 

giving actually helped them more than it helped Paul.  It is credited to their account, he 

says.  It’s an investment not in stocks or bonds or commodities, but in their eternal joy.  

In v. 18 Paul says that their financial gifts to him “are a fragrant offering, an acceptable 

sacrifice, pleasing to God.”  It’s an act of worship that demonstrates he is their treasure, 

not money.  Part of the Philippians’ learning to be content in God was learning to give 

generously to those in need.  It was beneficial to them because it helped them to find their 

joy in God.  And when we use our money to declare that joy comes from God and not 

stuff, God is worshipped and God is pleased – it’s a fragrant offering.  It’s good to share 

in other people’s troubles. 

 

The Offering 

 So… we have an opportunity to put this passage directly into practice today.  

We’ve heard about Sarah Kim and her calling to work with the world’s poor through 

Word Made Flesh.  Sarah plays a key role in this organization as the assistant to the 

director.  But Sarah’s salary comes entirely from the generosity of people that will be to 

her like the Philippians’ were to Paul.  And currently she’s only at about 60% support. 

 I’ve been emailing with her for several months now, because when I first heard 

about Word Made Flesh and what they do I felt God tugging on my heart and knew I 
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wanted her to share with all of us about the privileged place of the poor in God’s 

economy.  And then it all kind of came together – that we’d get to this part of Philippians 

on Palm Sunday and that it would be the first Sunday of the month – the Sunday when we 

normally collect for our Deacons’ Fund… and that she could come and share with us! 

 The Deacons’ Fund is something that our deacons – Mi Yun, May, and Stan – 

have overseen for about a year now.  It’s our feeble attempt at starting to put into practice 

what the Bible talks about when it talks about the way the people of God are to use their 

money – having all things in common (Acts 2:44), having no needy persons among us 

(Acts 4:34).  We want it to be a pool from which we can share with each other and those 

in need within our neighborhood and today even with those who are in need around the 

world.  The deacons have used it to help a couple relocating to the UIC Area from New 

Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.  They’ve used it to help people in our neighborhood get 

bus fare or hot food or formula for their baby.  They’ve used it to help with significant 

medical bills for people within our church family.  And I’d like to see it used more and 

more as time goes on because it’s good to share in other people’s troubles. 

 But today, the deacons have decided to give a set amount of money from the fund 

to Sarah plus whatever they collect today.  So we’re suggesting that you consider giving a 

generous gift to Sarah and that you do it as a direct application of today’s Scripture in 

your life.  There are baskets up front here that you can drop your offering in after the 

service as you leave.  You can also pray about it this week and if you aren’t prepared to 

give today you’ll still be able to give next week.  At the very least what we ask you to do 

is consider skipping one meal a day this week and donating what you would have spent 

on that meal to the Deacons’ Fund for Sarah. 

 

The Fast 

 Let me just say a word about that.  For several years now as a church we’ve done 

week-long fasts.  We used to do it twice a year.  For the past couple years we’ve just 

done it once a year.  Now there are different purposes for fasts.  For example, we fasted 

as a community for a week before deciding to move from Lincoln Park into the UIC Area 

two years ago.  So fasting can be a way of seeking God’s guidance in decision-making.  

Sometimes fasting is a way to make ourselves more dependent on God – “God, I’m weak 

from not eating; help me remember how weak I really am without you.”  Sometimes it’s 

a tool for increasing our hunger for God – “God, I’m hungry; let every hunger pain 

remind me that I ultimately need you more than food.”  Fasting can serve many different 

purposes.  It has become somewhat of a tradition here to fast together during Holy Week 

in order to prepare our hearts for Good Friday and for the Easter feast. 

What the elders are suggesting this year is that we fast one meal a day as a kind of 

solidarity fast.  Give up one meal a day in solidarity with the majority of those around the 

world who never eat three square meals a day.  And I really think this solidarity fast and 

this topic of the poor will flow nicely into meditating on Christ’s sufferings for Holy 

Week.  Jesus left heaven and entered into and shared not only in our humanity (what we 

celebrate at Christmas) but ultimately on the cross he identified with our sin, our utter 

spiritual poverty, so that he could pay the penalty for that and provide a way for us to be 

forgiven.  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God” (2Cor. 5:21).  He shared in other people’s troubles in 

an utterly unique way – by dying as an atoning sacrifice. 
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To help us remember how Christ shared in our sufferings on the cross, we will 

fast one meal a day as a way of entering into the sufferings of the global poor who go 

hungry.  And like I said, we encourage you to at the very least donate what you would 

have spent on that one meal each day to the Deacons’ Fund for Sarah Kim and her work 

among the world’s poor.  Hopefully this will spur much spiritual reflection this week.  

And I hope this results in us having a continued greater solidarity with the poor that live 

in our city… that, more than just a week-long exercise, we would become a community 

that shares in the troubles of those around us – financially, with our time, with our 

resources, by our prayers. 

I’ve talked enough.  What I want to do now is keep preaching, but stop using my 

mouth.  There are a bunch of Scripture passages that have been rattling around in my 

head lately and making me feel uncomfortable and I want to share them with you, but I 

want to do it in a way that you see it’s God’s Word and not my ideas.  And I want to 

allow God’s Word to speak.  So I’ve put together this slide show.  I hope it’s effective… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 1, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to be 

delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

eternal satisfaction in Christ. 


