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Text 
For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. 
19 

Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 

mind is on earthly things. 
20 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 

who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 

transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand 

firm in the Lord, dear friends! 

 

Introduction 
 Anybody watch the Oscars last Sunday?  Yeah?  Why? 

 My parents sometimes watch The Today Show and we were back in Indiana last 

Sunday night through Tuesday morning to visit my failing grandmother.  So on Tuesday 

morning as we were getting ready to leave The Today Show was on and I caught a 

segment dubbed, “Are We Addicted to Fame?”  It’s an interesting question.  Why are 

people obsessed with the glamour and glitz of the red carpet?  Why do we care so much 

about Anna Nicole Smith’s death and Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie’s adoptions?  Why has 

circulation of celebrity tabloids increased almost 19% since the year 2000 while 

circulation of certain news and opinion magazines has only seen a 2% increase during the 

same period? 

 On the show they interviewed the author of a book titled Fame Junkies
1
 and even 

some neuroscience researchers at a hospital in Massachusetts who claimed that this 

obsession has become a full-fledged addiction.  Our culture is enslaved by a fixation with 

celebrity.  We can’t get enough.  We can’t turn it off.  It has taken over our lives.  You 

can look at it this way: Hollywood is the capital of an entertainment empire that holds 

sway over millions and millions of people who can’t get enough of their favorite stars 

and dream of being the next American idol.  This is the world we live in. 

 What does it mean to be a Christian in this context?  What does the Bible have to 

say about a culture held captive by the quest for fame?  What does it mean to follow 

Christ in a milieu of movie stars and media moguls?  How does one stand firm against 

the oppressive force of images and stories that bombard us on television and at the check-

out aisle at the grocery store; against the propaganda that captivates our imaginations so 
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that we dream what Disney tells us to dream?  This is our world.  What does it mean to 

stand firm as a follower of Jesus in our world? 

 In today’s text we’ll see just this: you stand firm by recognizing that a new 

world order is afoot.  What do I mean by that?  Well stay tuned to find out, but first, a 

commercial break for God. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Bad Role Models 
 Last week we just camped out on one verse – v. 17.  There Paul said, “Join with 

others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to 

the pattern we gave you.”  And we saw that if you want to follow Christ, find spiritual 

role models.  Paul invites the Philippians if they want to see what Christian faith looks 

like translated into a lifestyle, they can imitate him and others who have imitated him.  

Likewise today we need spiritual role models. 

 Now in v. 18 he gives the reason for this invitation – “For, as I have often told 

you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ.”  In other words, “The reason why you should imitate me and others like me is 

that there are so many bad role models out there.”  Do you see that?  I think you could 

also say it this way – if you don’t find people to imitate who are pressing on to know 

Christ more and more, you will end up imitating the personalities that adorn the cover of 

People Magazine or others who pattern their lives after what the world says is cool. 

 Paul is warning the Philippians that there are people, many people he says, whose 

lives are antithetical to the cross of Christ.  He has told them about this many times 

before – that the vast majority of people live a lifestyle that is seductive and destructive.  

Because their lives are all about self-confidence and self-promotion they contradict the 

message of the cross which says, “You need forgiveness of your sins and you are 

impotent to achieve that on your own;” and which calls people to self-denial and sacrifice 

and suffering.  This describes everyone outside the church and even many within the 

church who have adopted a man-centered theology and fallen prey to the same cult of 

celebrity that the world operates under. 

 There are many bad role models.  There are enemies of the cross.  That’s the 

reality.  The prevailing system of thought finds the message of sin and salvation through 

the sacrifice of a substitute to be foolish and archaic; laughable, even offensive.  This is 

where most people are.  But how should those of us who believe in the biblical take on 

things feel about this?  Glib; indifferent; self-righteous; angry; defensive?  No!  We 

should be heartbroken!  We should not be defiant or snotty or proud or apathetic.  We 

should weep over the state of those whose lives oppose the message of the cross.  We 

should not glance at the Yahoo headlines with voyeuristic pleasure, but ache at the 

pictures of Britney Spears shaving her head or the news of another Hollywood divorce.  

The reality of people’s refusal to accept the message of the cross and live in its light 

should fill us with sorrow and tears. 

 “As Jesus approached Jerusalem [to die there] and [as he] saw the city,” we read 

in Luke 19:41, “he wept over it.”  Paul says in Romans 9:2 (talking about the widespread 

unbelief among his fellow Jews), “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 

heart.”  Let us take Paul’s tears here in Philippians as a reminder that we should be 
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broken hearted at the fact that many live as enemies of the cross; certainly not obsessed 

and enamored, but also not calloused and uncaring.  Do you see that?  We should not be 

enthralled by the current world order, but at the same time we should not be repulsed by 

the people who are; we should weep. 

 

The World’s Ways 
 But Paul explains a bit more what those enemies of the cross are like.  He cites 

four things about them: 

First of all, their plight.  Paul says, soberly, “Their destiny is destruction” (v. 19a).  

Those who live as enemies of the cross are ultimately headed for destruction.  They’re on 

a path towards judgment.  Hebrews 10:27 speaks of a “raging fire that will consume the 

enemies of God.”  Those who live their lives without submitting to the logic of the cross 

will ultimately be punished in hell.  But the enemies of the cross that fill this world don’t 

think with eternity in mind.  The path may be paved with a red carpet and look 

glamorous, but in the end it leads to death (and I would argue there’s ample misery along 

the way). 

Secondly, Paul describes their master.  Paul further describes the enemies of the 

cross by saying, “their god is their stomach” (v. 19b).  Now this could be understood 

several different ways.  It’s not exactly clear who Paul has specifically in mind in his day 

when he’s talking about the enemies of the cross.  If they are the Judaizers he was talking 

about at the beginning of the chapter – those who tried to impose Jewish customs on top 

of faith in Jesus as necessary for salvation – then this is to be understood as a reference to 

certain OT food laws.  Paul could be saying they’ve made a god out of eating kosher. 

But it could also be a reference to their appetites.  They live to eat, but not just 

that they are controlled by their hungers and urges, Paul could be saying.  They are slaves 

to their lusts.  They can’t control themselves and they go wherever their appetites lead 

them.  What a way to live, huh?  And they do this in the name of freedom, liberation, 

throwing off all restraints, but in reality they are at the whim of an insatiable appetite for 

more and more and more thrills that never seem to really satisfy.  This is an apt 

description of our culture today, is it not? 

Another nuance that’s possible is that this reference to the stomach, the belly is a 

reference to the seat of emotion.  In other words, their god is their gut.  They elevate their 

feelings to the highest level of authority.  So Paul could be saying that their gut reaction 

is the final arbiter of truth for them.  How familiar does that sound?  The world today 

bases what’s right and wrong upon their personal emotions. 

However you understand it (I lean toward the middle option), this is an 

unenviable place to be.  They have traded the good and glorious God that made them for 

a pathetic little god that can do nothing for them – their stomach. 

Their plight, their master,… 

Thirdly, Paul describes their audacity.  He says, “their glory is in their shame” (v. 

19c).  What does that mean?  It means they bragged about, took pride in the very things 

that they should have felt embarrassed about.  They were brash and brazen.  They 

flaunted their bodies.  They called what was foolish cool.  They boasted of their 

progressiveness and got laughs out of immorality.  They rewarded cockiness and 

encouraged self-seeking behavior.  These enemies of the cross, like many today, took 

great pride in being ‘enlightened’, but in reality they were living in darkness. 



4 

Fourthly and finally, Paul sums up the description of those who live as enemies of 

the cross, talking about their perspective.  He says, “Their mind is on earthly things” (v. 

19d).  They have an entirely earthbound view of reality.  Life is about getting a Golden 

Globe or fifteen minutes of fame.  It’s about living in the moment and doing whatever 

feels good at the time.  There is no thought about eternity or a spiritual reality that 

transcends this physical life and world.  There is no vision of anything beyond 

themselves and advancing their own cause in this world. 

There are many…; there is a whole culture, sadly, that is plagued by an acutely 

myopic view of life.  The ethos this produces has even seeped into the church.  Paul is 

talking here about a civilization held captive by what looks appealing now, with no 

thought for eternity; by sensual appetites that always want more; by bull-headed 

egomania; by an eclipsed vision of reality that only sees what’s right in front of its eyes.  

To paraphrase an old Puritan prayer, “People live in the world, but are blind to its 

Creator; people partake of His providences, but know not the Provider; people are blind 

while enjoying the sunlight; people are deaf to all things spiritual, with voices all around 

them; people understand many things, but have no knowledge of God’s ways; people see 

the world, but do not see Jesus reigning over it.”
2
  Paul says many people live this way.  

Are these the kinds of people you want to model your life after?  Is this how you want to 

live?  Their plight, their master, their audacity, their perspective?  This is the current 

world order. 

 

Our Citizenship 
 But then Paul reminds his readers of how they have come to view reality.  He 

says, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (v. 20a).  We don’t live by these rules.  We don’t 

subscribe to this worldview.  We are part of something different.  We, as Christians, have 

seen another realm.  We refuse to believe in a world where this is all there is.  Many live 

in a rival kingdom, enemies of the cross, but we belong to the kingdom of heaven.  As 

Christians, we are not citizens of the entertainment empire based out of Hollywood, we 

are citizens of the kingdom of God.  Nor are we citizens of the economic empire 

emanating from Wall Street; nor any other empire that gases its own people with the 

things of this world.  We have been freed from our addiction to fame and fortune.  Our 

role models are not Paris Hilton or Steve Forbes.  These empires are puny and pathetic.  

Their scope is small.  They miss the point. 

 We belong to something much bigger, much better.  We, “who worship by the 

Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh” (v. 3), 

we belong to an empire that transcends and supersedes all the empires of this world.  I 

want you to see what Paul’s doing here.  Remember, in 42 BC emperor Augustus 

designated Phillipi as an official Roman colony and conferred full-fledged Roman 

citizenship on every member of the city, a matter in which the people of the city took 

great pride.  It was a city very loyal to Rome and very proud of its Roman status. 

 But Paul is reminding the church there that they belong to something different, 

something out of this world.  They are citizens of a different empire.  Rome was the 

center of cultural dissemination in the first century.  All roads led to Rome.  It was the 

seat of the empire.  Rome was like the Hollywood, Wall Street, and Washington, D.C., all 

in one.  The Roman empire was what dominated people’s lives back then.  But Paul says, 
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“We belong to a different kingdom.  We are citizens of a heavenly civilization.  We live 

now with one foot in this world and one foot in the next.” 

 

The Future 
 He goes on to say, “We eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” 

(v. 20b).  And you’ve got to understand there are political connotations here too.  

“Saviour, sōtēr, was a title of the Roman emperors since 48 BC when a decree of the 

people of Ephesus declared Julius Caesar to be the ‘universal saviour of mankind’; 

thereafter it became a common title for the ruling Caesar.”
3
  Do you see what Paul is 

doing?  He’s subverting the empire.  He’s reminding the Philippian Christians that they 

belong to a kingdom, a polis, ruled by Jesus, not Caesar.  As N.T. Wright says, “Paul, 

writing to the Philippian church… cannot but have been aware of the implications of 

what he was saying.”
4
  To announce that Jesus is Savior and Lord is to announce that 

Caesar is not. 

 God made the world.  The world rebelled against God and became his enemies.  

God sent his Son – Jesus – in the fullness of time to reclaim the world for himself.  But 

he didn’t do it the way sinful, worldly empires gain power and influence.  He did it by 

submitting to death on a cross – the Roman empire’s form of execution and domination!  

Jesus, the one through whom all things were made and in whom all things hold together, 

willingly laid down his life on the cross, at the hands of Evil itself in order to defeat evil.  

Three days later, his body burst from the grave a new creation – resurrected, remade, 

immortal, supernatural.  This was the first installment of things to come.  A new world 

order was inaugurated. 

 But it wasn’t fully realized.  Jesus ascended into heaven, leaving behind a 

community of men and women redeemed from the tyranny of evil and sin and darkness, 

charged with the task of witnessing to the presence of a new world order, inviting others 

to come in and find their freedom.  And he currently sits on a throne in heaven, reigning 

mysteriously over an expanding kingdom on earth of which Christians are citizens.  But 

he has also promised (and this is the really cool part) to come again from heaven to wrap 

things up once and for all.  And Paul says, “We eagerly await the day when this will 

happen.” 

 And let’s read on.  What will Jesus do when he returns?  Verse 21 – “By the 

power that enables him to bring everything under his control, he will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”  Did you ever see the cartoon He-Man 

and the Masters of the Universe?  Remember when he would sort of transfigure and lift 

up his sword and say, “I HAVE THE POWER!”  Jesus has the power to bring everything 

into his subjection, and one day he will.  And by “everything,” Paul means 

EVERYTHING!  Every part of the creation will be brought under his rule.  The whole 

cosmos will be changed.  The second law of thermodynamics will be repealed; entropy 

will be reversed.  Every rock, every star, every molecule will be supernaturally remade 

and perfected. 

 This includes, this text says, our physical bodies as the pinnacle of creation.  

Currently, as a result of sin, they are frail and fall apart.  We are dying.  The chemicals in 

our brains are out of balance.  We get tired.  We suffer pain.  Our bodies are, to use the 

words of this text, “lowly.”  But just like in the first installment of the new world order 

when Jesus returned to life glorified and supernaturally reconstituted, so when he comes 
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again he will remake our bodies, dead or alive, so that they are like his.  And we shall live 

eternally with him in a redeemed cosmos where evil is banished forever and ever and 

God is benevolently reigning. 

 This is the big picture that Paul wants the Philippians to always keep before them.  

We do not merely await the rescue of our souls to take us to heaven, but we eagerly 

anticipate heaven coming to earth.  We believe Jesus reigns now, he is the rightful and 

righteous ruler of the world, but he will one day return to remake this world, starting with 

our very bodies.  Again, let me be clear, we’re not talking about dying and going up to a 

mystical place called heaven.
5
  We’re talking about heaven coming down to earth.  We’re 

talking about bodies being resurrected and remade in the likeness of Jesus’ resurrection 

body.  We’re talking about the whole creation being remade.  If this doesn’t flip your 

switch and turn you on, you must not have any switches. 

 

Conclusion 
I love you guys so much.  I so want you to see reality like this.  It’s so hard, I 

know.  The efforts of the Evil One are sly and seductive.  It’s hard to see the world this 

way in the midst of the daily grind and numbing influences all around.  But I pray that 

God would “fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding” (Col. 1:9).  I pray that he would graciously open your eyes to see beyond 

the bright lights of Hollywood, to see the unseen reality of a reigning Christ.  When we 

talk about Christianity we’re not talking about a personal/private religious faith that helps 

you cope.  We’re not talking about ‘nice guy morality’.  We’re not just talking about 

coming to church and reading your Bible and praying before meals.  We’re talking about 

a cosmic conception of reality; an all-of-life, big picture sort of thing where Jesus, the 

rightful king, reigns.  But it’s hard to stand firm in this understanding. 

Paul says in the first verse of chapter 4, “Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love 

and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear 

friends!”  Paul loves these people and he tenderly pleads with them to stand firm by 

following good spiritual role models and by remembering that a new world order is 

afoot and eagerly anticipating its full arrival.  We stand by reminding ourselves, “This is 

not it.  This is not all that is going on.  A new world order is afoot.”  If you’re not 

reminding yourself of the reality of a realm where Christ reigns and eagerly awaiting the 

day when that reign will be realized everywhere, then you will not stand firm against the 

deadly allure of the kingdoms of this world, the regimes of oppression, the tyranny of the 

temporal. 

And as one closing remark let me just say that as Christians we don’t pull out of 

this world.  The first Christians didn’t pull out from the Roman empire.  They even were 

taught to see something of God veiled in it (cf. Rom. 13:1-7).  We can’t fully escape the 

culture we find ourselves in, nor should we try to.  We can watch the Oscars.  I’m not 

promoting some kind of fundamentalist separatism.  But we watch them through this lens 

of the kingdom of God.  We see beyond them to the reign of Christ.  We cry tears at the 

sadness on display in people who don’t know the Lord.  We live as though our capital is 

the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven.  Our celebrity is Jesus.  Our ethic is 

loving self-sacrifice.  Our plight is a redeemed creation where Jesus rules.  Our master is 

the crucified and resurrected messiah.  Our audacity is to boast in our weakness.  Our 

perspective is eternal and supernatural.  A new world order is afoot.  Will you join it? 
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The Lord’s Table 
 The way Jesus founded his kingdom was not through force or oppression or 

power grabbing, but by laying down his life at the feet of the empire of his day – Rome.  

This is so radical – a king…dying!  As we enter into a time of eating together this meal 

which memorializes our Lord’s sacrifice for our sins and victory over evil, let me read 

you a poem: 

 

Christ Jesus, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself and became obedient to death – 

even death on a cross! 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:6-11) 

 

Let’s remember the cross together… 

 

Benediction 
May Jesus Christ, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 

cause you to stand firm in him until the end. 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, March 4, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to be 

delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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