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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 

Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders." 3 So at the LORD's command Moses sent 

them out from the Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of the Israelites. 4 These are their names: from 

the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur; 5 from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori; 6 from the 

tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh; 7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of Joseph; 8 from the tribe of 

Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun; 9 from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu; 10 from the tribe of 

Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi; 11 from the tribe of Manasseh (a tribe of Joseph), Gaddi son of Susi; 12 

from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of Gemalli; 13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael; 14 from 

the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi; 15 from the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Maki. 16 These are the 

names of the men Moses sent to explore the land. (Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.) 17 

When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, "Go up through the Negev and on into the hill country. 

18 See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 

What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled 

or fortified? 20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees on it or not? Do your best to bring 

back some of the fruit of the land." (It was the season for the first ripe grapes.) 21 So they went up and 

explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, toward Lebo Hamath. 22 They went up through 

the Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived. 

(Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 When they reached the Valley of Eshcol, they 

cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on a pole between them, along 

with some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster of 

grapes the Israelites cut off there. 25 At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land. 26 

They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. 

There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave 

Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! 

Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. 

We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and 

Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 30 Then 

Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we 

can certainly do it." 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are 

stronger than we are." 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had 

explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of 

great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed 

like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 

14:1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites 

grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! 

Or in this desert! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives 

and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And they said to 

each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in 

front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who 
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were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, 

"The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will 

lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel 

against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their 

protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 10 But the whole assembly talked 

about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 11 

The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse 

to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them? 

 

Introduction 
 So two weeks ago we had our 20 year anniversary as a church and did a little 

looking back at God’s faithfulness to us in the past.  The church I grew up in had an 

anniversary service several years ago.  I can’t remember for sure but it was something 

like their 120
th

 year anniversary.  And at one point there was a presentation of a large 

plaque that had on it the name of the church, the year it was founded, and the current 

year.  And I always thought that was weird because it looked like a tombstone epitaph, 

like the church was now dead.  And sadly in many ways that church has died.  They only 

live in the past.  There’s no looking forward in faith to the future.  Nothing new is 

happening there for God’s glory.  They’re stuck.  God doesn’t want his churches to be 

like that. 

 Well today is our Fall Kick-Off service.  We do this every year because summer 

is a more relaxed time, people are traveling, students are away.  But in the fall there’s a 

sense of renewal.  Small Groups re-boot.  Some new ministries start up.  New people 

come in.  It’s almost like a new year.  And so today we’re looking ahead at what God has 

for us in this next season.  We’re looking with expectation and hope that there is more he 

wants to do.  Our best days as a church are not behind us.  There are new things he wants 

to do in and through us.  It’s good to look back and see his faithfulness, but that should 

always inspire us to look forward with eagerness and anticipation at the new things he’s 

calling us to. 

 Now here’s the thing about us: we don’t have slick videos or a clever new 

campaign to get you all stirred up.  Any organization can do things like that to create a 

buzz and a sense of change and get people excited about some new initiative, reinventing 

themselves to try to keep people from getting bored. 

Here’s what we’ve got: the Bible.  That’s how we roll.  If something’s going to 

fire people up and fill them with faith, we want it to be the Bible.  That’s really the main 

thing we do here.  We go through God’s Word, preaching from it every Sunday.  We’ve 

been going through the book of Numbers for several months now and today we’re just 

taking the next passage that comes to us.  So we’re an ancient institution doing basically 

the same ordinary things we’ve done for 2,000 years.  No gimmicks, just the gospel – the 

most utterly amazing message that has the power to inspire the greatest sense of purpose 

and hope. 

In God’s timing the next passage in Numbers for today is a great one for 

awakening in us faith in a promised future and exposing in us the deadly fear that could 

hold us back.  I’ve been looking forward to preaching from this tragic story in Israel’s 

history because it’s here so that we would not do the same.  That’s what the Apostle Paul 

says in 1 Corinthians 10:6 – “Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from 

setting our hearts on evil things as they did.”  In short what we’re going to see in this 
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passage of Scripture is just this: God doesn’t want us to let fear keep us from 

following him. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

God’s Purposes Are Unstoppable 

 Just in case you don’t know the story up to this point, allow me to do a little 

recap.  There’s this guy named Abraham.  God promises to make Abraham into a great 

people and give them the land of Canaan to live in and from there to bless the whole 

world.  Lots of threats to that promise come and go and 400 years later Abraham’s 

descendants have become a great nation – they’re called the Israelites.  But the problem is 

that they have become slaves in the land of Egypt. 

 So God raises up a man named Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery and 

back into the land of promise.  There are the 10 plagues that show God’s supreme power.  

There’s the parting of the Red Sea where God’s people panic, but God miraculously 

opens up a way where there was no way and brings them through safely and destroys 

their enemies.  Amazing, miraculous signs performed among them! 

 And you’d think that the people would completely trust God by this time and it 

would be smooth sailing to the Promised Land from there on.  But that’s not how the 

story goes.  Almost as soon as they pass through the Red Sea they start complaining 

about food and water and not trusting God… and God miraculously provides for them!  

And this pattern continues.  The people find new ways to sin, Moses intercedes, there’s 

some discipline, but ultimately the show goes on.  God keeps moving forward, fulfilling 

his promises. 

There’s one time that it almost all seems to come unraveled.  While they were at 

Mt. Sinai and Moses is up receiving the Law the people get impatient and worried that 

Moses isn’t going to come back down so they have Aaron make a golden calf for them, 

the kind of idol they had seen in Egypt, and they begin worshipping and dancing around 

it.  It’s a brazen act of betrayal.  And God could have wiped everyone out for that.  But he 

didn’t.  The last part of the book of Exodus shows how God forgives this and moves 

forward with his plans to build the Tabernacle and dwell among his people.  Human sin 

can’t thwart God’s purposes.  God keeps his promises, no matter what.  It’s gunna 

happen. 

In the first ten chapters of Numbers everything is looking good again.  Everybody 

is getting organized and ready to finally march in to their home, to stop living in tents and 

enjoy the land flowing with milk and honey.  And then chapter 11 hits and has them back 

to grumbling again, but that doesn’t stop the forward progress.  They move on to the next 

place, one stop closer to the Promised Land. 

Then last week in chapter 12 we saw how Miriam and Aaron – Moses’ sister and 

brother – attempt a coup.  They became envious of Moses’ position and there’s a major 

hiccup in the rhythm of the book – “The Lord spoke to Moses… the Lord spoke to 

Moses… the Lord spoke to Moses… Miriam spoke against Moses – SCREECH!  Things 

are falling apart, again. 

And yet, we get to chapter 13, verse 1 and we hear that comforting refrain again – 

“The Lord said to Moses…”  So do you see the big picture here?  The show must go on.  

God’s purposes are unstoppable.  Our sin will not ultimately cancel God’s plan.  Nothing 
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can.  God is gracious and forgiving and insistent on keeping his promises.  No matter 

how many times we try to sabotage his good plan – and we do all the time – his sovereign 

plan still remains.  He is still moving history forward towards his good end.  We must see 

that. 

If we zoom out and see the big picture of the whole Bible we get this: God is 

keeping his promises and moving things forward to his good ending and there’s nothing 

anyone can do to stop that.  The whole Bible is about this.  It’s all setting up Jesus, the 

Seed of Abraham in whom the whole world is blessed.  Jesus comes, dies, comes back to 

life, ascends to heaven, and promises that he will come again someday to usher in the 

final stage, the true Promised Land, a perfect world where there is no sin, pure joy – the 

fulfillment of all our deepest and best longings. 

I was thinking about this recently.  Have you ever felt a little bit of joy here in this 

life and world as it is?  God has promised to those who are his that a day is coming of 

eternal joy.  The sweetest joys here pale in comparison.  Have you ever felt something of 

beauty in let’s say a song that does something to you or a story that seems so masterful?  

But the song and the story end.  And you go back and listen to the song over and over 

again and eventually it starts to seem a little flat.  You read the story again and you can 

see some holes in it and it becomes stale.  And so you’re on the lookout for the next 

album, you go see another movie.  You’re looking for it again, this elusive joy. 

Heaven has no disappointment, no waning of joy, nothing wrong with it.  It never 

ends and never grows old.  It is pure joy without regrets without limits.  And it is 

promised to those who are Christ’s.  It’s where this is all headed.  God will bring it to be.  

His purposes are unstoppable. 

 It may not always look or seem like that to you.  But we need to learn to trust him 

and not give in to our fears that the future may not be so secure.  “The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promises” (2Pe. 3:9), but sometimes it feels like it in our limited perspective.  

There may be times where everything looks bleak, even lifetimes that feel like it’s all 

been waiting.  And there may be times that we just lose sight of God’s promises and let 

our fears control us.  But God doesn’t want us to let fear keep us from following him.  

Let’s look more at this story we find in chapters 13 and 14. 

 

Spies Sent Out 
  “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, 

which I am giving to the Israelites’” (13:1).  There it is.  God has promised to give this 

land to the Israelites.  It’s a done deal.  They won’t have to take it, really.  God is going to 

hand it over.  It’s a gift.  And it’s all wrapped up and ready to open. 

The LORD tells Moses to select a group of men, one from each tribe, to form a 

reconnaissance team.  “Go see how amazing this land is and start getting familiar with 

it.”  So we read in vv. 4-15 the names of the men who made up this mission.  These are 

different names than the tribal leaders listed in the earlier parts of this book.  Why?  

Because these weren’t necessarily the oldest, most revered heads of the tribes, but rather 

men who were younger and capable of such mission of scoping out the land, ready for 

adventure, and yet respected. 

“So they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, 

toward Lebo Hamath” (v. 21), that is to say – the whole scope of the Promised Land from 

bottom to top.  Verse 22 – “They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where 
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Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived.  (Hebron had been built 

seven years before Zoan in Egypt)” (v. 22).  Why the particular focus here on Hebron?  

It’s probable that this is being highlighted because Hebron was connected in Genesis 13 

to a time when God told Abraham – “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look 

north and south, east and west.  All the land that you see I will give to you and your 

offspring forever.  I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone 

could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.  Go, walk through the length 

and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you” (Gen. 13:14-17).  Hebron was 

Abraham’s home base.  It’s where he buried his wife Sarah (Gen. 23).  It’s where he was 

buried (Gen. 25:9), the only plot of land he actually owned.  It’s where his son, Isaac, 

lived and died and was buried (Gen. 35:27-29).  It’s where his grandson, Jacob, was 

buried (Gen. 50:13).  Hebron conjures up the patriarchs and the promise to them that 

someday they would possess the whole land.  This land they were spying out was the 

very land that God had promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

And it was a very good land!  “They cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of 

grapes.  Two of them carried it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates 

and figs” (13:23).  Massive produce.  Good land.  My favorite grapes are those big one 

that have seeds in them.  They’re so sweet and delicious.  Andrea calls them ‘Canaanite 

grapes’.  This is what God was giving them.  And so the spies returned after 40 days to 

report to the rest of the people their findings. 

 

Spies Return 
 What do you expect should happen next?  The spies come back and say, “We’ve 

seen it with our own eyes!  We went to Hebron – the burial plot of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob.  It’s gorgeous!  Let’s go!”  Right?  As one person has remarked, “These chapters 

should relate how the drama of the exodus and wilderness wanderings reached a 

triumphant conclusion.”
1
 

 But what happens?  “They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 

community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran.  There they reported to them and to the 

whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land.  They gave Moses this account: 

‘We went into the land to which you sent us [the land to which you sent us?!  Not – the 

land to which the Lord promised us or the land the Lord is giving us; cf. 13:2] and it does 

flow with milk and honey!  Here is its fruit.  But…” (vv. 26-28a).  This is a very strong 

adversative.  It’s not just a but.  In the Hebrew construction it’s very strong and emphatic 

– “HOWEVER…”  And here’s where we get to the precipice of fulfillment and it all falls 

apart again. 

 “[However, on the other hand, b]ut the people who live there are powerful, and 

the cities are fortified and very large.  We even saw descendants of Anak there.  The 

Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; 

and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan” (vv. 28-29).  In other words, 

“It’s not as good as it sounds.” 

 “Then Caleb [one of the team of 12] silenced the people before Moses and said, 

‘We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it” (v. 30).  

Caleb says, “Let’s go!  We’ve got this!” 

 “But the men who had gone up with him said, ‘We can’t attack those people; they 

are stronger than we are.’  And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the 
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land they had explored.  They said, ‘The land we explored devours those living in it.  All 

the people we saw there are of great size.  We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of 

Anak come from the Nephilim).  We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we 

looked the same to them’” (13:31-33).  They felt tiny.  People were big, and God was 

small.  As one commentator puts it, “Fear of the world and its seemingly insurmountable 

power caused Israel to lose sight of the vision and promises of God.”
2
 

 Look what happens next.  14:1-2 – “That night all the people of the community 

raised their voices and wept aloud.  All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, 

and the whole assembly said to them, ‘If only we had died in Egypt!  Or in this desert!”  

“In the Hebrew… the verbs pile up in an attempt to express the passions unleashed.”
3
  

Ronald Allen writes, “This was not a scene of passive resignation, of silent ruing.  We are 

to imagine the worst sort of rage, a picture of screaming, rending, throwing, cursing anger 

– an intoxication of grief.”
4
 

Fear takes over.  They begin to accuse God and assassinate his character.  “‘Why 

is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword?  Our wives and 

children will be taken as plunder.  Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?’  And 

they said to each other, ‘We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt’” (14:3-4).  It’s 

ridiculous.  God had promised this land to them.  He had demonstrated his goodness over 

and over again.  But as someone has pointed out, “Our unbelief is always fundamentally 

irrational, a sinful refusal to fear God, which results equally inevitably in a sinful fear of 

people and circumstances.  It is as irrational for us to cling to our unbelief as it is for a 

drowning man to cling to a heavy stone.”
5
  And yet that is what is happening here and 

happens in our lives so often. 

“Moses and Aaron fell face-down in front of the whole Israelite assembly 

gathered there [completely shocked and mystified and flabbergasted].  Joshua [whose 

new name makes clear The Lord Saves] son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who 

were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes and said to the entire 

Israelite assembly, ‘The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good.  If the 

LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and 

honey, and will give it to us.  Only do not rebel against the LORD.  And do not be afraid 

of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up [the land won’t devour us].  

Their protection is gone [the sin of the Amorites is complete and God is going to execute 

judgment on them; cf. Gen. 15:16], but the LORD is with us.  Do not be afraid of them” 

(14:5-9).  That puts a finger on the main issue: fear.  God has promised.  He is with us.  

Do not be afraid. 

“But the whole assembly talked about stoning them.  Then the glory of the LORD 

appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites.  The LORD said to Moses, ‘How 

long will these people treat me with contempt?  How long will they refuse to believe in 

me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them” (14:10-11).  And 

we’ll stop right there and pick up more of the story next week.  “How long will they 

refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among 

them?”  You see: God doesn’t want us to let fear keep us from following him.  Ronald 

Allen again comments: 

 

No one talked about God’s grace.  None recited his miracles.  Forgotten 

was the act of God where the most powerful nation of their world was 
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stymied at the rushing of waters back to their beds.  The thunder of Sinai, 

the fire of God, that he had spoken and delivered and graced his people 

beyond imagination – all these things were forgotten in their… fear.  Fear 

unchecked becomes its own fuel, a self-propelling force that expands as it 

expends.
6
 

 

They gave in to fear and disbelieved and disobeyed God. 

 

Application 

 God doesn’t want us to let fear keep us from following him.  For some here 

you’ve never come to a place in your life where you’ve become a Christ-follower.  

You’re not a Christian.  You’re interested; why else would you be here?  But something’s 

been holding you back.  What are you afraid of?  That you’ll lose something?  That you’ll 

cease to be in charge of your own life?  That it will mean giving up on joy?  It’s quite the 

opposite.  Jesus promised that “whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for me will find it” (Mt. 16:25).  And he should know, because he gave up 

his life and came back to life again and is living now and forever in glory.  Don’t let fear 

keep you from beginning to follow Christ. 

 Maybe some of you here today are Christians.  But fear has a big place in your 

life.  God wants to drive that out today.  Fear is the opposite of faith.  It doesn’t trust that 

God is good and mighty.  What are you afraid of?  What fears are keeping you back? 

 Now, I’m not talking about this silly, power of positive thinking nonsense out 

there – if you just believe then you can achieve.  We can’t allegorize the Promised Land 

into anything and everything, as if God is just there to give us the power to achieve great 

things against all odds.  “Stop being afraid and start making a million dollars working 

from home,” or something like that.  That’s not what this is about. 

 We’re talking about fear that keeps you from following Christ, from obeying him 

and living for his glory.  You don’t open your mouth and share the gospel with your co-

workers.  Fear.  Fear that they will reject you or that they will reject God and it won’t do 

any good.  You don’t open your mouth and have a hard conversation with someone in the 

church who is making unwise decisions.  Fear.  You’re tired of waiting for God to bring 

the right guy along and so you lower your standards.  Fear.  You’re afraid she’ll say no 

when you stick your neck out for her.  Fear.  You don’t tithe because you don’t feel like 

you have enough money yet.  Fear.  You don’t open yourself up to deep relationships 

because you’ve been burned before.  Fear.  You don’t offer yourself to serve others 

because you feel your free time is scarce.  Fear.  You don’t trust people, it goes back to 

something about your childhood.  Fear.  You can’t commit to one thing because you may 

be missing out on something better.  Fear.  You don’t go out and hit the job search hard 

because… well fear. 

 What are you afraid of?  Is it rational, based on the fact that Jesus, you know, died 

and came back to life and is seated at the right hand of the Father reigning until all his 

enemies are made his footstool??  “If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did 

not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, 

graciously give us all things” (Rom. 8:31-32)?  “You of little faith, why are you so 

afraid” (Mt. 8:26)? 
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 Now you’re thinking that your fears are not completely unfounded because 

you’ve shared the gospel before and lost friendships and seen nothing happen.  You’ve 

had hard conversations that went disastrously.  It’s true.  Mr. Right may never come.  She 

might turn you down.  Money may be tight.  People will hurt you.  You will be busy and 

have to sacrifice something.  You might not get the job.  God doesn’t promise everything 

will always be easy.  The Promised Land is ultimately heaven.  And that is secure.  So 

what should we be afraid of?  Worst case scenario: I get killed serving Christ, and I go to 

heaven! 

I often have the words of the Martin Luther hymn “A Mighty Fortress” playing 

over and over in my head – “We will not fear for God hath willed/His truth to triumph 

through us.”  And it ends – “Let goods and kindred go/This mortal life also/The body 

they may kill:/God’s truth abideth still,/His Kingdom is forever.”  That’s the kind of life 

God wants from us.  Fearlessness, or perhaps better courage in the face of fear that trusts 

him and obeys and moves forward. 

 The beautiful thing about the gospel is that it frees us from the fear of failure.  

We’re free to fail, especially when seeking to obey Christ and live for his glory.  My 

worth and justification and status and eternal destiny is not dependent on whether or not 

my acts of faith are quote-un-quote successful. 

Now, here’s something else: this passage is not most naturally applied to 

individuals facing their fears in their efforts to obey and live for God’s glory.  It’s about 

the people of God moving forward to their collective calling and then backing down out 

of fear.  And so I want to end today applying this to us as a church.  Fear is a lousy 

excuse for not doing what God says and seeking to make him known, not just 

individually but corporately too. 

There are many fears that go through my mind when it comes to this church being 

what God has called us to be, mostly – Can it actually happen?  What if the mobility of 

our culture is just too much to fight against and it’s just ridiculous to expect there to 

emerge a long-term, stable rooted church in the city?  What if the individualism of our 

culture and the consumerism and the effects of the automobile just make it a pipe-dream 

to have a neighborhood church where people are committed to each other in a particular 

place?  What if sin just makes it impossible to expect people to keep loving each other 

through thick and think and over the long haul?  What if the natural pulls of racism are 

just too entrenched for there to really be a church that has people climbing over ethnic 

barriers to worship the one true God together?  What if just preaching the Bible isn’t 

enough to galvanize people and keep them?  What if we really need a dynamic 

personality and great programs? 

To look at these fears and decide to give up trying would be to follow the example 

of the 10 spies and the Israelites who followed them.  As a church we must give it our all.  

Pray like heck.  Trust the power of God.  Not give in to fear, but believe that God can do 

such a thing for his glory.  And if he doesn’t do it the way we thought, it’s okay, we’re 

still going to heaven. 

I want to close by quoting from a sermon that Hobin preached at this church back 

in 2006 from Acts 22 and 23.  He said: 

 

I will be honest with you.  Are the elders of IBC absolutely certain 

that in ten years from now, IBC will be a church consisted of multi-race, 
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multi-cultural, multi-socioeconomic members coming from all corners of 

the UIC area?  Are the elders certain that in ten years from now many lost 

people will have come to know Jesus through IBC’s ministry and will 

have planted several sister churches in other Chicago neighborhoods?  No, 

we are not 100% sure.  But, we are as sure as anyone can possibly be that 

that’s the vision God has called our church to go after.  So we will give 

our best shot.  We will give our best shot to motivate all of you to give 

your life to that vision.  We will give our best shot; we will pour our life 

into it.  And hopefully like Paul, we can say at the end of our lives, “We 

have fulfilled our duty to God in all good conscience to this day.”  And 

what if it doesn’t happen?  What if, in ten years or longer, IBC is still 

predominantly Asian, predominantly middle-class white-collar 

professionals with Christian up-bringings, but very few people from the 

neighborhood whose lives were turned upside down because of Jesus.  Oh, 

we will do our best so that it doesn’t happen that way.  But, if that 

happens, were our lives spent for nothing?  Did we pour our lives into the 

wrong bucket?  Never!  Because the Jesus we serve is sovereign.  And 

when we go home to see Jesus, he would show us how he used our efforts 

and our prayers for his own glory.  Oh the freedom in serving a sovereign 

God! 

So, Men and Women, get on the bus, the bus of God’s kingdom.  

Get on the bus!  Those of you who are sitting on the fence and those who 

are sitting on the sidelines, get on the bus!
7
 

 

And then he threw in the famous Teddy Roosevelt quote about being “the man 

who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who 

strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort 

without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows 

great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the 

best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, 

at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and 

timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”
8
  Wrap that quote in the gospel of 

Jesus Christ’s valiant efforts for us and take it back and put it next to the story of the 

spies shrinking back from taking the Promised Land because of fear, and the move it 

forward to your life and our life together in this church and recognize that God doesn’t 

want us to let fear keep us from following him and then let’s move forward together in 

faith for the glory of God.  Shall we? 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 Work through what your fears are that make you timid and not trust God.  Ask 

him to help you get specific and apply this to your own heart.  Ask for forgiveness of the 

ways you’ve given into fear and for strength to follow him.  And then come forward and 

receive in your hands the emblems of your salvation, the tokens of God’s affectionate 

love for you, the reminder of his sacrifice and the surety of his return. 
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Benediction 
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen” (Eph. 3:20-21). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 7, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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