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Text 
11:4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If 

only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost-- also the cucumbers, melons, 

leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!" 7 

The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8 The people went around gathering it, and then 

ground it in a handmill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into cakes. And it 

tasted like something made with olive oil. 9 When the dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also 

came down. 10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance to his tent. The LORD 

became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 11 He asked the LORD, "Why have you brought this 

trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on 

me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my 

arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their forefathers? 13 Where can I 

get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, 'Give us meat to eat!' 14 I cannot carry all these 

people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to 

death right now-- if I have found favor in your eyes-- and do not let me face my own ruin." 16 The LORD 

said to Moses: "Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among 

the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17 I will come 

down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They 

will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone. 18 "Tell the people: 

'Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you when 

you wailed, "If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!" Now the LORD will give you meat, 

and you will eat it. 19 You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20 but for 

a whole month-- until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it-- because you have rejected the LORD, 

who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, "Why did we ever leave Egypt?" '" 21 But Moses 

said, "Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, 'I will give them meat to eat for a 

whole month!' 22 Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have 

enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them?" 23 The LORD answered Moses, "Is the LORD's arm 

too short? You will now see whether or not what I say will come true for you." 24 So Moses went out and 

told the people what the LORD had said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them stand 

around the Tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit 

that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, 

but they did not do so again. 26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in 

the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on 

them, and they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are 

prophesying in the camp." 28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses' aide since youth, spoke up and 

said, "Moses, my lord, stop them!" 29 But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the 

LORD's people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!" 30 Then Moses and the 

elders of Israel returned to the camp. 

 

Introduction 
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 This is the part of our Sunday gatherings called the sermon.  A sermon is where 

the Word of God is explained and proclaimed to the people of God.  We here just go 

through books of the Bible, verse by verse, chapter by chapter.  Right now we’re in the 

OT book of Numbers, the fourth book of the Bible: Genesis – Exodus – Leviticus – 

Numbers.  It’s a book that many people find boring or confusing.  It’s rarely one of 

people’s favorites, but “all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work” (2Tim. 3:16-17).  And actually we’ve been seeing some 

pretty neat things together in this ancient text, stuff that’s very applicable to our lives 

today. 

 So we’re in ch. 11 and last week we looked at the ever present problem of 

grumbling, complaining.  The Israelites grumbled; we grumble.  We saw that grumbling 

is a great sin against God.  We also saw how there is a solution to grumbling.  Jesus, the 

only one who has never grumbled about anything, gladly took the punishment for our 

grumbling on the cross.  When we look to him we find the grace that we need to give up 

grumbling and be filled with gratitude and great hope for the future. 

 Well today we’re going to look at ch. 11 again because I said there were two 

strands woven together in this chapter.  We pulled them apart and focused just on the 

grumbling strand last week.  This week we’re going to deal with the part of this chapter 

that is about the Holy Spirit coming on the 70 elders.  It’s one of those strange stories in 

the OT that brings up lots of questions.  We’re going to dig into it together today.  And as 

we do, in short, what we’re going to see is just this: God gives his Holy Spirit to his 

people to turn us out towards others. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Selfish Grumbling 
 What do you normally grumble about?  I tried to give lots of examples last week: 

the food isn’t good, my boss is a jerk, the weather stinks, the traffic is a bear, the bed is 

too firm or too soft, etc…  Hopefully you can start to hear yourself more when you’re 

doing it.  But here’s the thing: most of our grumbling comes from us not getting 

something we want for ourselves.  Have you ever thought about that?  It’s self-focused, 

self-obsessed.  How dare they treat me like that!  This is inconveniencing me!  They don’t 

understand me.  That doesn’t fit my tastes.  We are turned inward on ourselves.  It’s all 

we can think of.  We are concerned primarily with ourselves and when everything 

doesn’t align with our selfish wills we get cross.  That’s 99% of the grumbling out there.  

I’m not getting what I want. 

We made note last week that grumbling stems from desires that are out of whack - 

cravings.  Have you ever had a coffee craving or a cigarette craving or something like 

that?  What happens when you don’t get the caffeine or the nicotine?  You get irritable.  

Well we all have this addiction.  It’s called being addicted to self.  And we use people 

and things to serve us. 

This is the human predicament.  Ever since the fall our cravings, our desires, our 

affections, what our hearts reach for has been twisted, bent out of shape.  Now we’re 

covetous, and greedy, and full of lusts.  We were made to love God and love others.  But 

what’s happened now is that’s been short-circuited and our hearts have been corrupted.  
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We’re turned inward.  Our loves are disordered, focused on ourselves.  And people think 

that looking out for yourself will make you happy, but the reality is that it doesn’t.  It just 

leads to the grave as we saw last week – Kibroth Hataavah: ‘graves of craving’. 

What do your grumblings reveal about your heart?  What is your heart occupied 

with?  Are you living a very self-absorbed, small life that gets ticked off if things don’t 

go your way? 

 

Selfless Grumbling 

Now I said that 99% of the grumbling we see is of this kind – we’re so 

preoccupied with ourselves and throw a fit when we don’t get what we want.  But there’s 

a kind of grumbling that’s a little bit different.  It’s still grumbling and so it’s still a great 

sin, but it comes from those who aren’t just stuck living for themselves.  It’s a kind of 

grumbling that those who are giving their lives away for others can often be susceptible 

to. 

This is Moses’ grumbling.  Moses, you need to know, is someone who has had a 

profound encounter with the LORD of glory and grace and left all the privileges that 

were his in Egypt to identify with this oppressed people group.  He has responded to 

God’s call to lead them out of slavery and into the Promised Land.  He has received and 

passed on God’s Word to them.  He has been severely disappointed by them and hurt by 

them, but he’s stayed with them.  At one point when the LORD threatened to destroy the 

people for their sin and start over with Moses, Moses interceded and said, “No, blot me 

out of your plan, but don’t destroy them.  Be merciful.  For the sake of your name and 

reputation!”  Moses believed that God had promised good to his people.  He was deeply 

committed to them and concerned for them and poured out his life for them. 

So you can understand the profound pain and discouragement he was feeling at 

this point.  They had been through so much.  They were so close, the Promised Land was 

just ahead.  And the people begin to grumble again.  That’s why we read that “Moses was 

troubled.  He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant?  

What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me?  

Did I conceive all these people?  Did I give them birth?  Why do you tell me to carry 

them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their 

forefathers?” 

You can sense the tender affection he has for these people, like a parent for a 

child.  The Apostle Paul in the NT illustrates the same kind of deep love for people under 

his care; he says to the Thessalonians – “We were gentle among you, like a mother caring 

for her little children.  We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you 

not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us” 

(1Thess. 2:7-8).  This is a life lived for others.  He’s not leading them to get glory for 

himself.  He wants the glory of God and the good of God’s people. 

Now, does he in this moment forget that his standing before God is not based on 

his ministry success?  Yes – “What have I done to displease you?” (v. 11).  Does he lose 

sight of the power of God?  Yes, we see it in his question in v. 13 – “Where can I get 

meat for all these people?  They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’”  And then in 

vv. 21ff after the LORD says he will give them meat Moses questions how that would 

possible and “the LORD answered Moses, ‘Is the LORD’s arm too short?  You will now 

see whether or not what I say will come true for you’” (v. 23).  Does Moses waver in his 
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conviction that good lies ahead?  Yes, he says, “If this is how you are going to treat me, 

put me to death right now… and do not let me face my own ruin” (v. 15).  Are his 

motivations 100% pure?  No.  He’s having a pity party. 

But at least what he’s grumbling about reveals that he has been seeking to live his 

life in service to other people.  Have you ever felt the burden of caring for other people?  

Or are all your problems ones that arise from not getting your way in your personal 

pursuits?  Look again at v. 11 – “you put the burden of all these people on me?”  Or v. 14 

– “I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me.”  Moses is 

seeking to care for other people! 

Moses should have come to God differently.  You can bring to God your fears and 

exhaustion and doubts and confusion and your feelings of weakness and anxiety without 

any accusation against God, but as a confession and plea for help.  And that kind of deep 

emotional engagement is what we’re aiming for in our spiritual lives.  But even Moses 

wasn’t always there; we won’t be either, we’re all still sinners.  And yet, and yet… the 

LORD does not get angry with Moses.  There’s no punishment here from God.  He 

graciously engages with Moses’ weary whining.  It’s a different kind of grumbling; it 

comes from a man who is overwhelmed by his burden for the people he’s trying to 

spiritually lead.  

 

God’s Gracious Response: Elders 
 The Lord responds graciously.  Look at v. 16 – “The LORD said to Moses: ‘Bring 

me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the 

people.  Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you.  I 

will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and 

put the Spirit on them.  They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will 

not have to carry it alone” (vv. 16-17).  God agrees: it is too much for Moses alone to be 

the one carrying the burden of all these people’s well-being.  One person can’t be the 

only person caring for people. 

 And so the first thing we see from God’s gracious response to Moses’ selfless 

grumbling is that shared spiritual leadership is better than solo leaders.  The people of 

God need spiritual leaders.  It’s always been that way and it still is.  But solo leaders 

crash and burn.  They can’t handle the weight.  They can’t bear it all.  God designs for 

there to be shared spiritual leadership. 

 Here we see seventy elders (cf. Ex. 24:9) being tapped to come alongside Moses 

and help him carry the burden of the people.  A similar lesson was learned back in Ex. 

18:13ff from Moses’ father-in-law Jethro (or Reuel) about the need for administrative 

support and shared leadership.  Now the same principle, the principle of a multiplicity of 

leaders is applied to spiritual leadership.  Not just a team to get things done, but a team 

that shares the weight of the spiritual well-being of the people. 

 It’s a heavy weight, let me tell you.  I regularly think of the Apostle Paul’s long 

list of hardships he faced in his ministry in 2 Corinthians 11.  Capping off the list of 

beatings and shipwrecks and such is this line – “Besides everything else, I face daily the 

pressure of my concern for all the churches.  Who is weak, and I do not feel weak?  Who 

is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?” (2Cor. 11:28-29). 

 The application to our setting today in this regard is very easy to make because 

the NT says that local churches are to be led, not by a solo Pastor, but by a group called 
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‘Elders’ (i.e. Acts 20:17, Titus 1:5, James 1:14).  It’s referred to as the plural elder form 

of leadership.  It’s a necessity.  So here at Immanuel I always try to say that I am one of 

the pastors at Immanuel.  In the NT the elders are also called pastors or overseers; it’s all 

talking about the same thing.  And so here I am one elder.  Mike is another.  And Phil 

Ennis is the other right now.  If I didn’t have these guys carrying the burden of the people 

with me I would have fried a long time ago. 

Phil is preparing to be sent out overseas to start a new church in a part of the 

world where there are no churches.  He and Tracy are out of town today meeting with 

possible supporters as they gear up to leave as soon as they can.  That highlights the need 

to be raising up new elders within our church – those who are gifted and called to share 

the leadership; men who are not just living for themselves, but have a heart to sacrifice 

and care for others. 

Are any pastors’ motives ever completely pure and selfless?  No.  But there are 

many out there who deeply care about the souls of those entrusted to them, for whom 

they will have to give an account one day (cf. Heb. 13:17).  They really want to see their 

flock safe and thriving and flourishing.  They have good dreams for where they can be 

and they ache when they see them struggling, straggling, preoccupied with lessor things.  

They are, in Paul’s words, “in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 

4:19).  There’s a tremendous weight on them, especially the ones that work other full-

time jobs. 

 

God’s Gracious Response: The Holy Spirit 
 So we see how most people are grumbling because their air conditioning broke 

down, but Moses represents someone who was so consumed with other people’s welfare 

that he fell prey to grumbling because they people weren’t responding to his loving 

leadership.  And then we saw that one point that comes out of this passage is that 

churches should never be pastored by just one person.  There needs to be a team of elders 

that share the spiritual load because otherwise it’s just too much.  But that’s really a 

minor point here. 

 The major point has to do with the role of the Holy Spirit.  God gives his Holy 

Spirit to his people to turn us out towards others.  What was it about Moses that made 

him so willing to live for other people and not just himself?  He had the Holy Spirit.  Did 

you catch the detail that God said he would take of the Spirit that is on Moses and put the 

Spirit on the seventy elders?  That means that Moses had the Spirit already on him.  

What, who is ‘the Spirit’ and what does that mean? 

 Notice that it’s capital ‘S’ Spirit.  This is referring to the Holy Spirit.  The third 

person of the Trinity.  The whole Bible, understood from beginning to end, teaches that 

our God is three in one.  We are monotheists, meaning we believe in one God, not 

polytheists who believe in many gods.  God is one.  But he’s more glorious than you ever 

thought, because within himself he is three distinct persons: God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit.  They exist in perfect unity within community.  God the Father 

sent God the Son to take on human flesh.  We know him as Jesus Christ.  And the Father 

and Son send the Spirit to work in this world. 

 What do we know about the Holy Spirit?  What is he like?  What does he do?  It’s 

interesting if you study it throughout the Bible you see that the Holy Spirit loves to take a 

behind the scenes role.  He doesn’t draw attention to himself.  He is always pointing 
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away to the Father and the Son.  Jesus says of the Spirit – “He will bring glory to me by 

taking from what is mine and making it known to you” (Jn. 16:14).  So the Holy Spirit 

himself is explicitly other’s oriented.  And so a big part of his work in people is to make 

them other’s oriented too. 

 So Moses had the Holy Spirit on him.  Then God said he was going to take of that 

same Spirit and put it on the seventy elders.  The Holy Spirit is not a finite item that has 

to be divided up.  It’s not like Moses is going to lose a percentage of the overall Holy 

Spirit and now have 1/71 of it.  This is saying that the same Spirit that rested on Moses 

was going to be given to others. 

 Now look at v. 24 – “So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had 

said [about the coming quail.  And] he brought together seventy of their elders and had 

them stand around the Tent.  Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with 

him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders.  

When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again” (vv. 24-

25).  What does it mean that they prophesied?  They spoke powerfully from the LORD in 

such a way that it was clear to everyone that they had received the same Spirit that Moses 

had.  But, it says, they did not do so again.  It seems that this initial powerful 

manifestation eventually died down after the point had been made.  But presumably they 

continued to be driven by the Spirit to carry the spiritual burden with Moses (cf. 16:25). 

 Next we read – “However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had 

remained in the camp.  They were listed among the elders, but did not go… to the Tent.  

[We have no idea why]  Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the 

camp.  A young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 

camp.’  Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, 

‘Moses, my lord, stop them!’  But Moses replied, ‘Are you jealous for my sake?  I wish 

that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on 

them!’  Then Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp [that surrounded the 

Tent of Meeting]” (vv. 26-30). 

 Interesting story!  The main thing to notice here is that Moses isn’t concerned 

about himself getting all the attention.  He longs for a situation when all of the LORD’s 

people would receive the Spirit.  One can’t read this and if you know the rest of the story 

of the Bible not think about the day of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit has been active since 

the beginning (cf. Gen. 1:2).  We see him here in Numbers 11.  We’ll see him active in 

the rest of the OT.  We see him at work in the ministry of Jesus and the Gospels at the 

beginning of the NT.  But Jesus before he ascended back to heaven promises that he will 

go away and send the Spirit to be at work in an even more intense, escalated way than 

ever before (cf. Jn. 16:7). 

 And this happens 50 days after Jesus’ death and resurrection on the day called 

Pentecost.  We read about it in Acts ch. 2.  All the disciples (about 120) were “together in 

one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:1-4).  

The Holy Spirit came upon the people of God, all of them. 

This obviously got the attention of many people and Peter stood up, filled with the 

Spirit, to address the crowd.  He said, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In 
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the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  Even 

on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 

will prophesy’” (Acts 2:16-18; emphasis mine).  This is Moses’ dream come true! 

In this age, with the coming of Jesus, everything has been taken up a notch.  The 

Spirit coming upon a few of God’s people, sometimes just for specific tasks, is now the 

Spirit coming upon all of God’s people, men and women, young and old.  The initial 

flames of fire aren’t around but the Spirit still is.  If you are a Christian that means the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, actually dwells within you.  You’ve been sealed with the 

Spirit and that seal won’t be removed. 

To be a Christian is to have a supernatural encounter with the Holy Spirit where 

he convicts you of your sin.  He comes in and shows you that your desires are all out of 

whack, that you only love yourself, and that this leads to death.  And he makes you feel 

the intense gravity of your sin and then see Jesus in a new light, not just as a nice guy 

with some good tips, but as the one who lived and died for you, who took all your sin and 

paid for it completely.  The Spirit makes you know in your inner being that you are 

united with Christ so that you are reconciled to the Father as your own, loving Father (cf. 

Rom. 8:15). 

Has that ever happened for you?  Is that more than just a doctrine you agree with, 

but an experience you’ve had? 

And do you now know the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in your life 

now?  Do you regularly sense him continuing to convict you and make you more aware 

of all that you have in Christ?  And are you being changed by the Spirit, transformed, 

rewired slowly but surely?  Do you see over time more naturally unexplainable fruit in 

your life – “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).  This is what the Spirit does in God’s people. 

 And let’s take that first one – love.  The Spirit produces love in us.  He lets us 

know that we are dearly loved and calms us with that love.  But that love doesn’t stop 

there.  “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has 

given us” (Rom. 5:5).  And then that love begins to flow through us.  We become 

conduits.  We love others.  God gives his Holy Spirit to his people to turn us out 

towards others. 

 The goal of the Holy Spirit isn’t just to make you feel good.  He’s not just given 

to you for you, but to reorient you and empower you to live for others.  Spiritual gifts.  

Through the Holy Spirit, each Christian is given certain spiritual gifts.  What is the point 

of spiritual gifts in the Bible?  So that you can feel cool, special?  1 Corinthians 12:7 

says, “To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”  That 

means that you are given your gift to serve other people! 

Paul talks a lot about the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians.  In ch. 14 we see that 

some had fixated on this spiritual practice of speaking in tongues.  Here it seems to have 

been a private experience where individuals got personal thrills from the Holy Spirit.  

Paul’s saying that’s okay, but the greater gift that we should all strive for and be growing 

into is the gift of prophesying – speaking God’s Word to another person for his or her 

good.  This is far better than speaking in tongues because it is focused on blessing others. 

And all God’s people are to be deeply concerned with other people.  In the 

context of the fruit of the Spirit and keeping in step with the Spirit we read in Galatians 



8 

6:2 – “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  

There shouldn’t just be one person or even a select group of people carrying all the 

burdens for the church.  No, everybody in the church, because he or she possesses the 

Spirit, the same Spirit that was on Moses and then the seventy elders of Israel, is to be 

carrying each other’s burdens.  We are all to be concerned about other people. 

 

Application 

 So let’s come back to the beginning and ask again, “What does the kind of things 

you complain about reveal about the orientation of your life?”  Do you know anything 

about the feelings of Moses?  Or are you just worried about your own personal comfort?  

Is the Holy Spirit convicting you about some things, right now?  Praise God.  Look to 

Christ for your righteousness, don’t go try to build it yourself. 

 And then ask the Father to give you more of his Spirit, to change you.  Ask him to 

make you aware of other people and ways you can serve them.  Maybe you’re a 

Christian, you’ve tasted of the Spirit’s work in your life, but for whatever reason you find 

yourself in a prolonged season of self-absorption.  Joy in the Lord is waning.  The Spirit 

is pushing you outside yourself right now.  Don’t quench him.  Serving other people is a 

great way to bust out of a season of dryness. 

 And you don’t have to have it all together in order to be other’s oriented.  It’s not 

like to serve and care for others you have no needs.  It’s a mutual thing, not a one-

directional thing.  I can care for you in certain ways and you can care for me. 

 I think in many ways we are a culture (and our culture has affected our church) of 

people who are just caught up with their own lives, consumed with our own situation.  

Married couples with kids are consumed with their families.  You make an appearance on 

Sundays, try to keep your kids corralled and then we don’t see you again until next 

Sunday.  You need to be turned out towards others and try to understand what people in 

other life stages are experiencing.  If you’re single, try to understand what it’s like to 

have a handful of helpless humans dependent on you 24/7 and enter into our lives too.  

Empathy.  Reaching out across experiences.  Husbands and wives, by the power of the 

Spirit loving your spouses. 

Who is the Spirit prompting you to reach out to?  Do you pray for other people?  

Do you think about how to spend your time in ways that bless others?  Not just in the 

church body but in the community.  The Spirit empowers us for witness, loving and 

serving the lost.  God gives his Holy Spirit to his people to turn us out towards 

others. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 If you’re listening to all this today and thinking, “I haven’t been a Christian!  My 

life has been all about me.”  But there’s something happening in you.  You’re not just 

murmuring under your breath, “This guy is talking too long.”  There’s a hunger in you for 

the Word of God.  You feel convicted that you’ve just been self-focused.  You want to 

live a life that’s for others; that sounds good to you.  Then guess what, my friend?  

You’re experiencing the Holy Spirit.  Do not resist him.  Come to Jesus right now…  “No 

one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1Cor. 12:3). 

 



9 

 If you have professed faith and been baptized and become a member of the 

church, because you have the Spirit living in you that James 4:5 says “envies intensely” 

you’re feeling convicted right now.  Don’t hear this as a mere call to go out and try 

harder to love people out of guilt or duty or to prove you’re a good person.  That’s still 

self-centered.  Repent of your sin and then receive the elements of bread and wine in your 

hand reminding you of Christ’s death for your sins and ask the Spirit to feed you on him 

as you eat. 

 

Benediction 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all” (2Cor. 13:14). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 17, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 


