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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to Aaron and say to him, 'When you set up the seven lamps, they are to 

light the area in front of the lampstand.'" 3 Aaron did so; he set up the lamps so that they faced forward on 

the lampstand, just as the LORD commanded Moses. 4 This is how the lampstand was made: It was made 

of hammered gold-- from its base to its blossoms. The lampstand was made exactly like the pattern the 

LORD had shown Moses. 5 The LORD said to Moses: 6 "Take the Levites from among the other Israelites 

and make them ceremonially clean. 7 To purify them, do this: Sprinkle the water of cleansing on them; then 

have them shave their whole bodies and wash their clothes, and so purify themselves. 8 Have them take a 

young bull with its grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil; then you are to take a second young bull for a 

sin offering. 9 Bring the Levites to the front of the Tent of Meeting and assemble the whole Israelite 

community. 10 You are to bring the Levites before the LORD, and the Israelites are to lay their hands on 

them. 11 Aaron is to present the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the Israelites, so that 

they may be ready to do the work of the LORD. 12 "After the Levites lay their hands on the heads of the 

bulls, use the one for a sin offering to the LORD and the other for a burnt offering, to make atonement for 

the Levites. 13 Have the Levites stand in front of Aaron and his sons and then present them as a wave 

offering to the LORD. 14 In this way you are to set the Levites apart from the other Israelites, and the 

Levites will be mine. 15 "After you have purified the Levites and presented them as a wave offering, they 

are to come to do their work at the Tent of Meeting. 16 They are the Israelites who are to be given wholly 

to me. I have taken them as my own in place of the firstborn, the first male offspring from every Israelite 

woman. 17 Every firstborn male in Israel, whether man or animal, is mine. When I struck down all the 

firstborn in Egypt, I set them apart for myself. 18 And I have taken the Levites in place of all the firstborn 

sons in Israel. 19 Of all the Israelites, I have given the Levites as gifts to Aaron and his sons to do the work 

at the Tent of Meeting on behalf of the Israelites and to make atonement for them so that no plague will 

strike the Israelites when they go near the sanctuary." 20 Moses, Aaron and the whole Israelite community 

did with the Levites just as the LORD commanded Moses. 21 The Levites purified themselves and washed 

their clothes. Then Aaron presented them as a wave offering before the LORD and made atonement for 

them to purify them. 22 After that, the Levites came to do their work at the Tent of Meeting under the 

supervision of Aaron and his sons. They did with the Levites just as the LORD commanded Moses. 23 The 

LORD said to Moses, 24 "This applies to the Levites: Men twenty-five years old or more shall come to take 

part in the work at the Tent of Meeting, 25 but at the age of fifty, they must retire from their regular service 

and work no longer. 26 They may assist their brothers in performing their duties at the Tent of Meeting, but 

they themselves must not do the work. This, then, is how you are to assign the responsibilities of the 

Levites." 

 

Introduction 
Christianity maintains that God has revealed himself to us.  That’s a huge 

assertion.  God has revealed himself to us!  So it’s not really about us searching for God; 

God has made himself known to us, he’s spoken clearly.  The radio program Fresh Air 
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re-ran an interview this last week that Terry Gross did with author Stephen King last 

year.  And there’s a lot of talk in it about God. 

By the way, I find it fascinating that at almost any time I can turn on NPR and 

within a few minutes hear something that has to do with God.  Try it.  The Bible says this 

is because everyone knows he’s there, but we’re trying to suppress that truth (cf. Rom. 

1:18); we’re trying to plug our ears and ignore him and pretend he’s not there or doesn’t 

care.  But in insisting he’s not there, we talk about him all the time.  Isn’t that interesting? 

But anyway, there’s a point in the interview where God comes up and Terry 

Gross (the interviewer) says, “If there is a God, right?”  And Stephen King says, “What 

do you think, Terry?  Is there, or is there not?”  “Oh, I’m not even – I’m not going 

there….  It’s my show.  I don’t have to go there.”  And they laugh together about this and 

go on talking.
1
  And my point is that people talk as if God is this mysterious and 

unknowable entity – maybe out there, maybe not – and we have to figure out and 

determine whether he is, like a cave of lost treasure that may or may not be hidden on the 

floor of the ocean, we just haven’t discovered it yet. 

But here’s the thing: God has gone public.  He hasn’t remained silent.  Most 

importantly he’s entered into our world in the person of Jesus Christ who claimed to be 

God and did a lot of miracles; he lived a perfect life, died just as he predicted he would, 

and then came back to life three days later for all to see.  And God has written a book!  It 

discloses who he is and what he’s done throughout history and what his plans are for the 

future and how you can know him now.  He has not left us completely in the dark. 

This is one of the repeated themes of the book of Numbers.  Over and over again 

we see this phrase – “The LORD said to Moses…”  We see it three times in the chapter 

before us today – Numbers 8.  The LORD said!  God has spoken.  Last week we saw how 

chapter 7 ended with Moses entering the Tent of Meeting to speak with the LORD and 

how he heard the voice speaking to him from between the two cherubim above the 

atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony (7:89).  God spoke to Moses.  He spoke to 

the prophets.  And “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” (Heb. 1:2).  And 

it’s all recorded for us masterfully right here – in this collection of 66 books with many 

human authors but remarkably unified because it has one ultimate author – God himself. 

So we cannot ignore this book and then act as if God has been playing a big trick 

on us, playing hide and seek.  He’s spoken here.  So let’s give him our attention and hear 

what he has to say.  Today, as we look at Numbers 8, in short what we’re going to see is 

just this: God shines his light on us so that we can be a light to others. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Lamps 

 So this chapter is much shorter than ch. 7.  But it still seems a bit repetitive.  It 

feels like nothing much new is here, but as always with the Bible – start digging around a 

little more and you see wonderful things.  It’s easy to see how this chapter is divided into 

two sections: lamps and Levites.  So let’s look at these two sections making sure we 

understand what was going there at that time, and then let’s step back and see what this is 

saying to us today. 

 Remember that starting in ch. 7 we’ve jumped back in time about a month to 

before the census that was begun in ch. 1.  The instructions God gave for building the 
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Tabernacle in Exodus have been followed to a tee and now the Tabernacle has been set 

up and dedicated and the priests have been ordained and (as we saw last week) the twelve 

tribes have demonstrated their support of the whole thing, bringing equal and elaborate 

gifts to the Tabernacle. 

 So we’ve just gone through the leaders of each of the twelve tribes, but remember 

that these twelve tribes listed in ch. 7 are not exactly the twelve sons of Israel.  Israel had 

twelve sons, one of them was named Levi.  But Levi was set aside for a special task and 

so one of the sons of Israel – Joseph – became two tribes, based on his two sons – 

Ephraim and Manasseh.  So we still have twelve tribes.  And then there’s an extra tribe 

set aside for the work of the Tabernacle.  The Levites would not fight in the army and 

they would not get their own land allotment.  They lived off of the offerings made at the 

Tabernacle. 

 And the leader of the tribe of Levi was, in a sense, Aaron.  Aaron and his sons 

were appointed to be the priests.  And so after the account of the leaders of the other 

tribes brining their contributions, now in the first part of ch. 8 Aaron gets addressed with 

one of his responsibilities.  “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to Aaron and say to him, 

“When you set up the seven lamps, they are to light the area in front of the lampstand”’” 

(vv. 1-2).  So Aaron was supposed to be in charge of the lampstand in the Holy Place of 

the Tabernacle.  Remember: Tabernacle is the whole area surrounded by a kind of 

privacy fence with an opening on the east opening up into a courtyard with a bronze altar 

and a few other things; then further in there was a fully enclosed tent that had two parts: a 

Holy Place and the Most Holy Place or Holy of Holies.  And they were separated from 

each other by a veil.  The Most Holy Place had the ark and the atonement cover and the 

cherubim.  The Holy Place is where the lampstand was supposed to be. 

 From other places that describe this area we get this picture: “As one enters the 

Holy Place, the golden lampstand would be on the left side and the table of the bread of 

the Presence on the right side, with the altar of incense straight ahead.  Beyond that altar 

was the veil leading into the Most Holy Place with the ark, the [atonement cover], and the 

cherubim.”
2
  So God tells Moses to tell Aaron to make sure the lampstand is oriented so 

that it lights up the area in front of it.  And then we read – “Aaron did so; he set up the 

lamps so that they faced forward on the lampstand, just as the LORD commanded 

Moses” (v. 3).  “Once again, the importance of an exacting obedience to God’s word is 

underlined.”
3
  Notice the word “exactly” in v. 3.  I’m not entirely sure how this works 

with actual flames of fire, but the picture I’m getting is something like what Megan does 

with stage lighting, getting everything to focus in just the right spot. 

 Verse 4 tells us a little bit more about the lampstand itself.  It says, “This is how 

the lampstand was made: It was made of hammered gold – from its base to its blossoms.  

The lampstand was made exactly like the pattern the LORD had shown Moses [back in 

Exodus 25:31-40].”  So it’s a menorah, a candelabra made to look kind of like a tree, 

with seven lamps on it (seven being the Hebrew number of perfection).  And it was made 

of pure gold, top to bottom.  Other items were acacia wood with gold plating.  This was 

pure gold.  Morning and evening Aaron tended to this lampstand with seven lamps, 

keeping it continually burning (Lev. 24:2-4). 

 So obviously this lampstand had a basic function of illuminating a dark place.  

Think about how dark this tent would have been inside.  It wasn’t a breathable camping 

tent we have nowadays.  It was made with thick hides.  No outside light.  The priests 
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would have been groping I the dark without this.  But it wasn’t just functional.  There 

was symbolic meaning to it.  More than we can fully explore today.  But get this: the 

words used here in v. 2 describing how the seven lamps are to light up the area in front of 

it are the same words used in 6:25 in the Aaronic blessing.  Remember what that said?  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you…”  Same 

words.  Same concept.  The pure gold lampstand, one scholar writes, “might be said to 

symbolize God’s perfect presence and life illuminating his sanctuary.”
4
 

 Now what do we make of the detail these verses are taking pains to point out – 

that this light was to be cast forward across the room?  Listen to what another OT scholar 

says… Gordon Wenham… he makes it so clear: 

 

The meaning of this action becomes apparent when the design of the holy 

place is taken into account.  If the light beamed forwards it would have 

fallen on the table of shewbread, where twelve loaves of bread, 

symbolizing the twelve tribes of Israel, were heaped up (Lev. 24:5-9).  

Light… represent[s] the life-giving presence and blessing of God (e.g. 

Exod. 13:21-22).  Thus Aaron had to arrange the lamps so that their light 

always illuminated the shewbread.  This arrangement portrayed visually 

God’s intention that his people should live continually in his presence and 

enjoy the blessing mediated by his priests.
5
 

 

So can you see how this section expresses symbolically what the Aaronic blessing 

expresses verbally?  God is shining on his people, smiling on them, giving favor.  It’s a 

great picture of what God does.  He gives light.  He doesn’t leave people to walk around 

in the dark.  He shines on his people. 

 

Levites 

 Okay, so that’s what we see here about the lamps.  Now the next section is about 

the Levites.  Aaron is a descendant of Levi and he and his sons are set apart as priests.  

The rest of the Levites, the other families, were given to the priests to assist them in the 

work of the Tabernacle.  They were helpers.  We’ve already seen this concept earlier in 

Numbers, but here we see “the ceremony in which they were dedicated to their role as 

guardians and movers of the tabernacle.”
6
 

 And the ceremony has a lot of similarities to the ordination of the priests to their 

roles in Leviticus 8.  It is people being set apart for service with many rituals, but there 

are also differences.  For example, “The priests were made holy, the Levites clean; the 

priests were anointed and washed, the Levites sprinkled; the priests were given new 

garments, the Levites washed theirs; blood was applied to the priests, it was waved over 

the Levites.”
7
  The Levites aren’t going to do the same things as Aaron and his sons, 

they’re different; but they do have a role to play in helping Aaron do his work, and for 

that they are officially set apart. 

 And what we see here has some perhaps foreign rituals at first glance, but it’s not 

too hard to get what’s going on if you try.  Sprinkling with water, shaving the body, 

washing clothes… they are obvious symbols of cleansing.  The wave offering is kind of a 

funny one.  Evidently there was a type of offering where you would take something like 

bread or a piece of meat and wave it in front of the LORD and something transacted in 
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that process.  But you know, we do similar stuff every day.  We wave our Ventra card at 

the front of the bus and then pass on.  It’s like God had an invisible, proto-barcode 

scanner of sorts and people would bring things and wave them in front of him and he 

accepted it as an offering.  It’s not the only kind of offering, but it was one kind, and we 

see it here; four times the Levites are said to be a wave offering before the LORD. 

 But what’s really going on?  What’s this all about?  Well, in this section there’s a 

common Hebrew literary device being employed that has a kind of symmetry to it and the 

item in the middle of it all is the main point, the main emphasis.  Well v. 17 is the center 

of this segment – “Every firstborn male in Israel, whether man or animal, is mine.  When 

I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set them apart for myself.”  What’s this 

referring to?  The Passover, when God’s judgment fell down on the firstborn of everyone 

living in Egypt one year prior to this, everyone, that is, except the firstborn of Israel who 

were redeemed by the death of a substitute.  A lamb was killed in their place and its 

blood smeared on the doorposts of their houses so that God’s judgment passed over those 

houses.  This is drawing attention again to this pivotal event. 

 Why?  Because substitution is such an important concept for the Bible.  Were the 

Israelites awesome, and that’s why God loved them?  Were they the good guys in the 

story and the Egyptians were the bad guys?  Absolutely not!  They’re both bad and 

undeserving of God’s favor.  They both deserved the plague of darkness, but God had 

mercy on the Israelites.  And the Israelites were just as liable to the punishment of the 

death of the firstborn as the Egyptians, but they were spared because a substitute took 

their place.  Next week we’ll see how they were to remember this every year with the 

Passover feast.  Today we see that there was another mechanism set up to recall salvation 

by substitution.  It was the consecration of the firstborn. 

 After the firstborn of Israel were spared, God said that all the firstborn, whether 

man or beast, belonged to God.  The beasts were sacrificed if they could be and redeemed 

if they weren’t of the sacrificing kind.  The firstborn baby boys were obviously not 

sacrificed, but they were redeemed.  And in ch. 3 we already saw what we see here – that 

God allowed the whole tribe of Levi to redeem all the firstborn of Israel.  God took the 

tribe of Levi as the firstborn and they were to serve in the tabernacle.  Aaron and his sons 

were priests, the rest of the Kohathites were to carry the most holy items, the Gershonites 

carried all the curtains and ropes, and the Merarites carried all the frames and pegs. 

So do you see it?  The Levites substituted for the firstborns of the whole nation.  

Verses 9 and 10 make it clear.  The LORD says, “Bring the Levites to the front of the 

Tent of Meeting and assemble the whole Israelite community.  You are to bring the 

Levites before the LORD, and the Israelites are to lay their hands on them.”  The laying 

on of hands symbolized the transfer that was taking place.  The Israelites owed their 

firstborn.  In laying their hands on the Levites they are indicating that the Levites are 

going to take the place of their firstborn. 

 But there’s more substitution going on here than just that.  Notice that as soon as 

the Israelites lay hands on the Levites for them to substitute for them, the Levites turn 

around and then lay hands on two bulls.  Verse 12 – “After the Levites lay their hands on 

the heads of the bulls, use the one for a sin offering to the LORD and the other for a burnt 

offering, to make atonement for the Levites.”  So here the guilt of the Levites before the 

LORD is symbolically transferred over to these animals that die in their place to provide 

atonement.  The words used here and the other places the laying on of hands is talked 
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about in the OT indicate that they didn’t just lay hands on the substitute, they leaned on 

it.  Not just place but press, with all your weight.  It’s a powerful picture. 

 When I think about this laying on of hands transfer I often think about a scene 

from the movie The Green Mile.
8
  It’s based on a book by Stephen King, actually.  It’s 

about an innocent inmate on death row played by Michael Clarke Duncan and a 

sympathetic guard played by Tom Hanks.  And there’s a bunch of supernatural things 

going on.  Well Hanks’ character has a urinary tract infection and there’s this one scene – 

have you seen it? – where Duncan’s character grabs Hanks’ character through the jail 

bars and pulls him close and grabs his – ahem… crotch – and through the laying on of 

hands the sickness is transferred from Hanks into Duncan.  That’s a vivid image.  God 

says that can happen.  The sacrifice of animals pictured it.  There was a symbolic transfer 

from the Levites to the bulls and the bulls died in their place. 

 Do you see how this is shot through with substitution?  Atonement was needed 

“so that no plague will strike the Israelites when they go near the sanctuary” (v. 19).  God 

is holy.  If you’re going to be in God’s presence, in a right relationship with him, you 

won’t be able to stand on your own.  You need a substitute to bear the wrath of God in 

your place.  It’s all over this chapter and the OT, and as we’ll see in just a moment the 

NT as well.  It’s a major theme of the Bible. 

 Briefly look at the last four verses of this chapter, starting in v. 23.  Here God 

gives the age qualifications for the Levite’s times of service at the Tabernacle.  Since it 

required both spiritual maturity and physical capacity you had to be at least 25 years old 

and no more than 50.  If you remember, ch. 4 put the starting age at 30.  There are a few 

different options for reconciling this.  I lean toward the Rabbinic suggestion that there 

was a 5 year apprenticeship at the beginning.  Others suggest that there was a surplus of 

workers and so they reduced the workforce by extending the starting age to 30 (because 

remember that ch. 4 comes chronologically after ch. 8).  Another possibility is that after 

the death of Nadab and Abihu the age was increased to highlight the need for seriousness. 

 Those are three legitimate options.  I want to focus here on the statement that at 

50 the Levites had to retire from the heavy lifting but they could still stick around and 

assist the younger workers.  This gives us a neat picture of older generations mentoring 

the younger ones.  It’s a very biblical concept (i.e. Titus 2:4).  We need to get mentored 

by someone older and more experienced than us.  It’s best if they’re alive and present, but 

for a church like ours that’s relatively young we can at least seek out seasoned mentors 

by reading books, especially biographies. 

 Okay, so here in this section on Levites we have another powerful reminder of the 

principle of substitution.  And we also have a picture of ministry – a people set apart to 

serve, to make the whole symbolic enterprise happen. 

 

Life as a Christian 
 We’ve looked at lamps, and Levites, not let’s bring it home and see what this 

looks like in the lives of Christians today.  In the OT God is setting up structures and 

systems and pictures and concepts and background for the rest of the story.  Now that the 

book is complete, how do we put it altogether?  We would never read just the first four 

chapters of a Stephen King novel and stop there, if we had the rest of the book.  We read 

on and use the latter development to better understand what was going on at the 

beginning and the stuff at the beginning to better understand what’s happening at the end. 
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 So this concept of light…  What does it mean for us today to be in the light, to 

have God’s light shine on us, to know God’s favor and blessing and smile, to not be in 

the dark?  It means to know Jesus Christ.  If you don’t know Jesus you are in the dark.  

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12).  Jesus is “the radiance of God’s glory” 

(Heb. 1:3).  To know Jesus is to know God.  Do you know Jesus?  Has he lit you up?  Is 

he the light of your life?  Is he your sun, moon, and stars? 

 A major, essential thing that entails is to know him as your substitute.  Christ is 

“the firstborn over all creation” (Col. 1:15) who died in your place – “God made him who 

had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” 

(2Cor. 5:21).  He is the final fulfillment of all these images of substitution we see in 

places like Numbers 8.  In the grand scheme of things, “it is impossible for the blood of 

bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4).  But God has said that you can lean all 

your weight on Jesus by faith and all your guilt can be legitimately transferred over to 

him and he can bear the punishment in your place. 

But you first have to acknowledge that you are a sinner in need of salvation, that 

apart from him your are lost and destined for the blackest darkness (cf. 2Pe. 2:17; Jd. 

1:13).  That is what keeps most people away from God, pretending like he hasn’t made 

himself clear.  John 1:4-5 says of Jesus – “In him was life, and that life was the light of 

men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”  John 

3:19-20 says, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness 

instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, 

and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” 

So what are you today?  Are you a weary traveler or a cock roach?
9
  A weary 

traveler sees the light at the end of the tunnel ahead and finds joy and hope in it and runs 

towards it.  Cockroaches, when the light is flipped on, scatter and hide and run away.  But 

there’s no need to hide when you have Jesus as your substitute.  The light doesn’t have to 

scare you, but can be a beautiful, beckoning ray.  Come to Jesus right now as your light 

and your salvation (cf. Ps. 27:1). 

What does Jesus bring us into?  The light.  How does he do this?  Substitution.  

He’s the real High Priest.  He’s the true Sacrifice.  Colossians 1:13-14 pulls it together 

well – “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into [the 

kingdom of light; Col. 1:12] the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  Now, what does this mean for our lives?  Like the 

Levites, we are given a role to play, jobs to do.  God shines his light on us so that we 

can be a light to others. 

 We’re not Jesus, but we can point people to Jesus.  And that’s what happens to us 

when we come to Jesus.  Our life takes on a new purpose.  1 Peter 2:9 talks about a kind 

of priesthood that we all participate in.  It says, “But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of 

him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  We have a role to play. 

 Jesus says in John 8:12 – “I am the light of the world.”  He also says to his 

disciples in Matthew 5:14 – “You are the light of the world.”  He goes on – “A city on a 

hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead 

they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let 

your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
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heaven” (Mt. 5:14b-16).  Do you shine and stand out from the world in the way you live.  

Or do you think that darkness is somehow cool?  Do you shine in the way you handle 

suffering?  In the way you think? 

Jesus says his followers are to be the light of the world.  Individually yes, but also 

you collectively.  In Revelation 1-3 the image of a lampstand is used to speak of 

churches.  We as a church, are to be a lighthouse in this neighborhood.  Not because 

we’re great people, but because we have Jesus.  Are we a city on a hill?  Are we shining 

brightly in our neighborhood?  I think one way to tell is: are we seeing wearing travelers 

come in and cockroaches scatter? 

I love the picture here of the people laying hands on the Levites and then the 

Levites laying hands on the bulls.  That’s a picture to me of ministry.  We bear the 

burdens of others and then roll them off onto Jesus.  We can in a sense bring people to 

Jesus.  Like John the Baptist we can testify to the Light (cf. Jn. 1:7-8).  That may mean 

we get our head cut off, but we can do it like Stephen with our faces shining because we 

see Jesus at the Father’s right hand, ready to receive us.  We look forward to the city with 

no “need [for] the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 

the Lamb is its lamp” (Rev. 21:23). 

 

The Lord’s Table 
How can we shine brighter?  Get to know Jesus better!  Let’s keep basking in his 

beams.  And as we do we will glow.  For me growing up there were those kids in high 

school whose parents took them to Florida for Spring Break.  I was pasty white back 

here.  They came back tanned and radiating an aura of happiness.  It was great advertising 

for Florida – the sunshine state.  I wanted to go there.  That’s what church should be like 

– a place to work on your tan, a place to invite people to so they can soak up some rays as 

well. 

 Jesus promises to be present in his Word and at his Table.  This is why every 

week we eat this meal together – bread and wine that picture his body and blood, his 

substitutionary death for us.  As we prepare to come to the table today, I want us to be 

meditating on 1 John 1:5-9: 

 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 

light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship 

with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If 

we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

Benediction 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace” (Num. 6:24-

26). 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 29, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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