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Text 
When Moses finished setting up the tabernacle, he anointed it and consecrated it and all its furnishings. He 

also anointed and consecrated the altar and all its utensils. 2 Then the leaders of Israel, the heads of 

families who were the tribal leaders in charge of those who were counted, made offerings. 3 They brought 

as their gifts before the LORD six covered carts and twelve oxen-- an ox from each leader and a cart from 

every two. These they presented before the tabernacle. 4 The LORD said to Moses, 5 "Accept these from 

them, that they may be used in the work at the Tent of Meeting. Give them to the Levites as each man's 

work requires." 6 So Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave two carts and 

four oxen to the Gershonites, as their work required, 8 and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the 

Merarites, as their work required. They were all under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 9 

But Moses did not give any to the Kohathites, because they were to carry on their shoulders the holy things, 

for which they were responsible. 10 When the altar was anointed, the leaders brought their offerings for its 

dedication and presented them before the altar. 11 For the LORD had said to Moses, "Each day one leader 

is to bring his offering for the dedication of the altar." 12 The one who brought his offering on the first day 

was Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah. 13 His offering was one silver plate weighing a 

hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the 

sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 14 one gold dish weighing 

ten shekels, filled with incense; 15 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt 

offering; 16 one male goat for a sin offering; 17 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male 

lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the offering of Nahshon son of 

Amminadab. 18 On the second day Nethanel son of Zuar, the leader of Issachar, brought his offering. 19 

The offering he brought was one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 

sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour 

mixed with oil as a grain offering; 20 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 21 one young 

bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 22 one male goat for a sin offering; 23 

and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship 

offering. This was the offering of Nethanel son of Zuar. 24 On the third day, Eliab son of Helon, the leader 

of the people of Zebulun, brought his offering. 25 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 

thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary 

shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 26 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, 

filled with incense; 27 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 28 one 

male goat for a sin offering; 29 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to 

be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the offering of Eliab son of Helon. 30 On the fourth day 

Elizur son of Shedeur, the leader of the people of Reuben, brought his offering. 31 His offering was one 

silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, 

both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 32 one 

gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 33 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year 

old, for a burnt offering; 34 one male goat for a sin offering; 35 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats 

and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the offering of Elizur son 

of Shedeur. 36 On the fifth day Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, the leader of the people of Simeon, brought 
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his offering. 37 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 

sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour 

mixed with oil as a grain offering; 38 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 39 one young 

bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 40 one male goat for a sin offering; 41 

and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship 

offering. This was the offering of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 42 On the sixth day Eliasaph son of Deuel, 

the leader of the people of Gad, brought his offering. 43 His offering was one silver plate weighing a 

hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the 

sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 44 one gold dish weighing 

ten shekels, filled with incense; 45 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt 

offering; 46 one male goat for a sin offering; 47 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male 

lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the offering of Eliasaph son of Deuel. 

48 On the seventh day Elishama son of Ammihud, the leader of the people of Ephraim, brought his offering. 

49 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl 

weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil 

as a grain offering; 50 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 51 one young bull, one ram 

and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 52 one male goat for a sin offering; 53 and two oxen, 

five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 

the offering of Elishama son of Ammihud. 54 On the eighth day Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, the leader of the 

people of Manasseh, brought his offering. 55 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 

thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary 

shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 56 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, 

filled with incense; 57 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 58 one 

male goat for a sin offering; 59 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to 

be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the offering of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 60 On the ninth 

day Abidan son of Gideoni, the leader of the people of Benjamin, brought his offering. 61 His offering was 

one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy 

shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 

offering; 62 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 63 one young bull, one ram and one 

male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 64 one male goat for a sin offering; 65 and two oxen, five rams, 

five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the 

offering of Abidan son of Gideoni. 66 On the tenth day Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, the leader of the 

people of Dan, brought his offering. 67 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty 

shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, 

each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 68 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled 

with incense; 69 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 70 one male 

goat for a sin offering; 71 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be 

sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the offering of Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 72 On the 

eleventh day Pagiel son of Ocran, the leader of the people of Asher, brought his offering. 73 His offering 

was one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 

seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 

offering; 74 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 75 one young bull, one ram and one 

male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 76 one male goat for a sin offering; 77 and two oxen, five rams, 

five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was the 

offering of Pagiel son of Ocran. 78 On the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan, the leader of the people of 

Naphtali, brought his offering. 79 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, 

and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled 

with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 80 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 

81 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 82 one male goat for a sin 

offering; 83 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a 

fellowship offering. This was the offering of Ahira son of Enan. 84 These were the offerings of the Israelite 

leaders for the dedication of the altar when it was anointed: twelve silver plates, twelve silver sprinkling 

bowls and twelve gold dishes. 85 Each silver plate weighed a hundred and thirty shekels, and each 

sprinkling bowl seventy shekels. Altogether, the silver dishes weighed two thousand four hundred shekels, 

according to the sanctuary shekel. 86 The twelve gold dishes filled with incense weighed ten shekels each, 

according to the sanctuary shekel. Altogether, the gold dishes weighed a hundred and twenty shekels. 87 
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The total number of animals for the burnt offering came to twelve young bulls, twelve rams and twelve male 

lambs a year old, together with their grain offering. Twelve male goats were used for the sin offering. 88 

The total number of animals for the sacrifice of the fellowship offering came to twenty-four oxen, sixty 

rams, sixty male goats and sixty male lambs a year old. These were the offerings for the dedication of the 

altar after it was anointed. 89 When Moses entered the Tent of Meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard 

the voice speaking to him from between the two cherubim above the atonement cover on the ark of the 

Testimony. And he spoke with him. 

 

Introduction 
 One commentator likened reading Numbers 7 to listening to that song – “The 

Twelve Days of Christmas.”  Except, here we have twelve stanzas that are exactly the 

same!  Nothing new is added each time. 

Someone else has said, “This passage is one of the most repetitive and, 

consequently, one of the most ignored passages in the OT.”
1
  But our understanding of 

the inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible won’t allow us to ignore any part of it.  God put 

this in here – all 89 verses – for a reason.  And we want to be open to what it is. 

 We’ve been going through the book of Numbers since May 11
th

.  Before that we 

preached through Hebrews verse-by-verse.  Before that was Leviticus.  Before that was 

Matthew.  Before that was Exodus.  Before that was Ephesians.  Before that was Genesis. 

And so far in the story that Numbers is telling everything has been pretty smooth 

sailing.  The Lord has commanded and the people have obeyed.  Everything has been 

nice and orderly.  Last week we saw the blessing that the priests were to pronounce over 

the people.  It was a sweet time.  Jeremiah 2:2 describes these days as kind of like the 

honeymoon for God and his people.  That will all change soon in Numbers, but today we 

continue to see a picture of the way things should be – a God delighting in his people and 

his people unified in devotion and obedience around him. 

 Instead of being a boring chapter that we should just skim over, commentator 

Ronald Allen suggests that “this chapter has a stately charm, a leisurely pace, and a 

studied sense of magnificence as each tribe in its turn was able to make gifts to God that 

he received with pleasure.”
2
  Picture a stately, festive scene full of patient pageantry.  

There is no hurry.  God is inescapably present.  He has filled his Tabernacle with the 

cloud of his glory and each day a leader of one of the twelve tribes takes a turn parading 

before him with lavish gifts, over the course of twelve days.  God’s blessing is on his 

people. They are in glad and grateful submission to him.  It’s a picture of the way things 

should be. 

 So we’re going to look at it today.  And as we do, in short what we’re going to see 

is just this: it’s a beautiful thing when everybody is all in. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Chronology 

First, let’s get re-situated to the chronology of the broader story we’re in and then 

figure out where ch. 7 fits into that.  So there’s what we call the patriarchs: Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob gets renamed Israel when he wrestled with God and he had 

twelve sons.  This era of the patriarchs is somewhere around 2,000 B.C.  Jacob and his 

twelve sons go to live in Egypt to wait out a famine and that turns into about 400 years, 

during which time the nation Israel grows significantly and also the nation of Egypt feels 
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threatened by them and starts oppressing them.  So God raises up a man named Moses to 

deliver them. 

Moses confronts the evil empire of Egypt and it results in the LORD bringing 10 

plagues against them, the last one being the death of the firstborn where God’s judgment 

falls severely on Egypt, killing the firstborn in every house.  But all the Israelite houses 

are passed over because of the blood of a lamb on the doorposts.  At this Pharaoh, king of 

Egypt, lets the Israelites go and they leave in hurry and as they do they ask their 

neighbors for all kinds of stuff and they give it to them.  Well that becomes the first 

month of the Hebrew year and they left Egypt on the 14
th

 day of that month. 

The next big event is the Red Sea.  God leads the Israelites right up against an 

impassible body of water and then all of a sudden the Egyptians, who had changed their 

minds, were in hot pursuit.  What would they do?  Nothing.  They could do nothing, but 

God can do anything and so he causes the sea to part and the Israelites walk through it on 

dry land.  Then the Egyptians try to go through and the waters collapse back over them. 

Next, God leads them to Mt. Sinai.  They arrive there about three months after 

they left Egypt and they stay there for almost one year, that is until ch. 10 of Numbers.  

So the second half of Exodus, all of Leviticus, and the first 9 chapters of Numbers all 

take place in the roughly year long period when the Israelites were camped out at Mt. 

Sinai. 

During their stay at Mt. Sinai the Israelites receive the 10 Commandments and 

instructions for building the Tabernacle – the elaborate portable structure where God’s 

presence would dwell and where sacrifices would be made to him.  The end of the book 

of Exodus records the completion of the Tabernacle and the glory of the LORD filling it 

on the first day of the first month of the second year after the Israelites had left Egypt. 

Numbers 1:1 begins – “The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the 

Desert of Sinai on the first day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites 

came out of Egypt.”  So twelve and a half months after the Exodus, exactly one month 

after the completion of the Tabernacle.  And all that we’ve been reading about in 

Numbers up to this point comes at this stage. 

But now in 7:1 we’re going to go back in time, back one month to the completion 

of the Tabernacle.  Look at what it says, “When Moses finished setting up the 

tabernacle…”  So “the chronological note in 7:1 places this chapter one month prior to 

the census begun in 1:1.”
3
 

Why are we told about these details here in Numbers and not back in Exodus 40?  

Because the feel of this event fits the flow and purpose of the Numbers narrative better.  

Exodus 40 is summing up that story of God coming to dwell among his people even 

though they had sinned with the Golden Calf.  Numbers 1-7 is speaking of how the 

people were all ready to go.  It’s painting a picture of twelve tribes numbered and 

organized as a fighting force, centered around the tabernacle with its fully functioning 

priests and Levites, ready to march out and inhabit the Promised Land.  And so Moses, 

when he’s organizing his account of this eventful time, puts this story here, right after the 

Aaronic Blessing, because it fills out that picture even more.  It fits in with this depiction 

of a blessed time.  We’re to get the feeling of everything operating smoothly. 

 

Content 
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So that’s the chronology of ch. 7.  Now let’s look at the content.  What is the 

event being related in ch. 7?  And as we do we’ll see that another reason why this 

information comes here is that it makes more sense to the readers after the details of 

Numbers 1-4 have been given.  So, for example, when it speaks in v. 2 of “the leaders of 

Israel, the heads of families who were the tribal leaders in charge of those who were 

counted,” we know exactly who it’s talking about because these men were all listed in 

Numbers ch. 1 and mentioned again in ch. 2. 

But so Moses has just finished setting up the Tabernacle and anointing it and 

consecrating it and all its parts and then we’re told that the leaders of the twelve tribes 

started bringing gifts, housewarming presents for God in a sense.  And the first set of 

gifts was “six covered carts and twelve oxen – an ox from each leader and a cart from 

every two” (v. 3).  And God is pleased with this gesture.  “The LORD said to Moses, 

‘Accept these from them, that they may be used in the work at the Tent of Meeting.  Give 

them to the Levites as each man’s work requires’” (v. 4).  So this is to enable the work 

that needed to be done at the Tabernacle. 

Remember from chs. 3 and 4 that the Levites were divided into three clans – the 

Gershonites, the Kohathites, and the Merarites.  Well the Gershonites get two carts 

because they were going to need them to carry all the curtains and ropes.  And the 

Merarites get four carts because they would need more in order to carry all the frames 

and posts and stuff.  But the Kohathites didn’t get any cart.  Why?  Because remember 

that they were charged with transporting the most holy items and those had to be carried 

with poles on their shoulders.  When two guys named Uzzah and Ahio try to carry the ark 

on a cart in 2 Samuel 6, things do not go well with them.  It all fits together, doesn’t it? 

Then over the next twelve days, methodically, each tribe, represented by their 

tribal head, brings an offering for the dedication of the altar.  This happens in the order of 

the tribes found in ch. 2, not ch. 1.  In other words, in the order that they are going to 

march in, with Judah in first place.  So each tribe in order, one per day, approaches the 

newly set up tabernacle and with a sense of pageantry gives one silver plate and one 

silver sprinkling bowl, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; one 

gold dish filled with incense; one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for 

a burnt offering; one male goat for a sin offering; and two oxen, five rams, five male 

goats and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering (vv. 13-17). 

Notice: the gift from each tribe is exactly the same, identical.  One by one, over 

the span of twelve days, each tribe comes forward and presents these same offerings.  

Why couldn’t the author have just said that?  Why did he have to repeat the list twelve 

times?  Well, for one because repetition didn’t annoy the ancients as much as it does us 

and that’s not a knock on the ancients, it’s a knock on us; we’re so impatient.  This 

repetition draws out the account and shows us how celebratory this occasion was. 

But it also achieves something else.  Gordon Wenham adds, “It seems likely that a 

theological purpose underlies [the] wordiness: to emphasize as strongly as possible that 

every tribe had an equal stake in the worship of God, and that each was fully committed 

to the support of the tabernacle and its priesthood.”
4
  Everybody was all in!  Nobody 

said, “I’ll give a silver plate and bowl to the Tabernacle, but keep back the gold dish to 

use in this little tent I set up over here to worship God at.”  On like the 11
th

 and 12
th

 days 

the tribes of Asher and Naphtali didn’t look at it all think, “That’s probably enough 

already; we’ll just give a bull and goat.”  They were all all in. 
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Verses 84-88 give a detailed and meticulous compilation of all the gifts, adding 

everything up precisely and showing that these were costly, significant contributions 

giving the priests the items that they would need in their work and animals to be 

sacrificed at their new Tabernacle, some of which would have gone directly to the priests 

as their portion and some of which would have supplied a giant feast for the people of 

Israel.  What a picture of participation and pageantry and gaiety!  This is an example of a 

community that’s healthy. 

And then the capstone, the culmination of it all – God’s Word.  If you remember 

in Exodus 40 the cloud representing God’s presence was so thick in the Tabernacle that 

Moses could not go in.  Now after the twelve day festival Moses is able to enter the Holy 

of Holies.  In the original instructions for building the Tabernacle back in Exodus 25 the 

blueprint for the ark of the Testimony is given with its atonement cover and the two 

cherubim overshadowing it and it says, “There, above the cover between the two 

cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my 

commands for the Israelites” (Ex. 25:22).  God had spoken to Moses in other venues 

before this, but now is the first time that there is divine communication in the Tabernacle. 

Look at Numbers 7:89 – “When Moses entered the Tent of Meeting to speak with 

the LORD, he heard the voice speaking to him from between the two cherubim above the 

atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony.  And he spoke with him.”  This is the apex 

of it all – a redeemed people, oriented around the LORD, worshipping him, but not just 

as a power or a mysterious cloud, but as a relational being, a person who speaks, who 

reveals his will, who communicates truth, who gives verbal revelation so that they can 

know him. 

We realize from this that the Word of God is so crucial – God’s voice, his 

communication.  The 10 Commandments were God’s communication and they were 

enshrined and encased in the ark and from there an audible voice literally spoke out of 

thin air, understandable words to Moses, who wrote them down in the Pentateuch, which 

later prophets who spoke from God built upon, creating this treasured collection of holy 

writings that they called the Law and the Prophets, but we call the OT. 

Jesus came not to destroy this revelation, but to fulfill it.  The Word of God 

incarnate came in fulfillment of Scripture, quoting Scripture, explaining Scripture, and 

then he died for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures (1Cor. 15:3-4), and then he explained to his 

disciples “what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Lk. 24:27).  He 

“opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures” (Lk. 24:45), and explained 

that this final revelation of God must be proclaimed to all nations.  And the disciples 

began to do just that.  And they wrote down and preserved everything Jesus taught them 

and everything that we need to know to know God through Jesus and live for him – what 

we call the NT. 

And now we have in the OT and NT the complete revelation of God, the fullness 

of God’s Word, explaining all we need to know about how to be saved and how to live a 

life that pleases God.  God speaks.  We have his Word. 

 

Contemporary Application 

 So what does this section of God’s Word mean for us today?  We’ve figured out 

where it fits in the chronology.  We’ve gone over its content.  Now what’s the 
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contemporary application?  This particular scene from Numbers 7 shows us how 

beautiful it is when everybody is all in. 

 That’s the point.  Everybody is all in, equally.  It’s a beautiful thing.  There was 

no division – yeah, Judah went first and there were different roles in play, but everybody 

was still just as invested as everyone else.  There was no holding back.  It was joyful, 

glad, generous buy in from all twelve tribes.  We are supposed to look at this picture and 

then look at ourselves and ask, “Is that how we are?”  And, “Don’t we want that?” 

As you look at yourself and at this church would you say that every single person 

is equally invested, delighted to be a part of the whole?  Nobody feels like they’re alone 

bearing the brunt of the burden.  Maybe you’ve heard of the principle that’s discussed in 

church circles called the 20–80 rule.  It says that most of the time 20% of the people are 

doing 80% of the work.  That’s not healthy.  It’s not a beautiful thing.  It’s beautiful when 

100% of the people are all in together. 

 In for what?  What are we about?  What’s the purpose?  Well, what did the 

Israelites go in on here?  They supplied whatever was needed for the worship of God to 

happen at the Tabernacle so that the Word of God could go forth.  They furnished and 

funded the Tabernacle so that God could be worshipped and his Word could be heard. 

Today there is no physical Tabernacle.  We “are being built together to become a 

dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” (Eph. 2:22).  It’s the church, which is not a 

building but a community of people who are gathered together to worship God and listen 

to his Word.  The contemporary application is about the church, healthy churches.  And 

one aspect of healthy functioning is that everybody is all in so that the worship of God 

and the Word of God can go forward! 

 We learn from this passage that God’s people, by God’s grace, have the resources 

to accomplish God’s work.  Where did the Israelites get all this silver and gold?  God 

gave it to them from the Egyptians (Ex. 12:35-36) by turning their hearts towards them 

when they were leaving.  Where did they get all the stuff for the sacrifices?  God blessed 

their livestock and crops.  God didn’t need them.  He owns the whole world and the cattle 

on a thousand hills and anything that they had was given to them by God.  But God chose 

to use them.  It’s the same today. He’s given you gifts and the privilege of participation. 

God’s worship and Word going forward is not dependent on your generosity or 

participation.  But he gives you the opportunity.  If you are not part of it, he will raise up 

someone else somewhere else to make sure that it gets done.  He will get the worship he 

deserves and his Word will go forward to the ends of the earth.  The question, I think 

before us today is: will you be part of that?  Will this church be part of that?  I’m 

interested to see.  Will we hear this account and be stirred and motivated to come 

together, together, together, with everybody all equally in, to see the worship of God and 

the Word of God go forward in our neighborhood, and then in our city, our state, our 

country, around the world? 

And just to be clear.  The main application in mind here is not financial offerings, 

what you put in the offering basket.  We can’t be all equally in there.  We give financially 

based upon our means and everyone’s incomes are different.  We’re talking primarily 

about emotional investment.  Where is your heart at?  Your prayers.  Your desires.  Your 

decisions.  Your time.  You may not feel like it, but if you really think about it, we all 

have the same amount of time to give – 24 hours a day… and we’re to give all of it – 

everything about my life is conceived of as being is support of the mission.  Are we all on 
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the same page, going the same direction, equally invested in the same goals as a body?  

It’s a beautiful thing when that happens?  Do you want it?  Is that your heart? 

 

Conclusion 

 The reality is that it’s not always.  Our temptation is to do our own thing.  And it’s 

not pretty when everyone does their own thing, when everyone’s going in a thousand 

different directions.  It all dissipates and falls apart.  And so we must repent regularly.  

We must acknowledge that “we all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 

his own way.”  And then recognize that “the LORD has laid on [Jesus] the iniquity of us 

all” (Is. 53:6).  It’s the gospel.  And the gospel is the only thing that can change our 

hearts, our desires, that can light us ablaze with passion for God’s name and reverence for 

God’s Word. 

 This is ultimately what we’re about as a church, because it’s the fuel of our 

worship and the main thrust of God’s Word.  We’re a community centered on the gospel.  

We are gathered by the gospel around the gospel to hear it preached, to speak it into each 

other’s lives, to share it with those who haven’t heard, and to praise God for it. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

And so we celebrate it every week through the Lord’s Table.  Do not come to this 

table until you have first searched your heart based upon this text and seen where you are 

out of line with this picture, where you have been going your own way, less than all in, 

and repent of it.  And then come and receive God’s forgiveness and grace and let that 

motivate you to align your life more with this beautiful vision of everybody being all in. 

 One indication of desiring to be all in is to be a member of church.  So if you’re 

not a Christian, don’t come and eat this with us today, but please be thinking about what 

you’re all in for, if anything besides yourself, and ask is it worthwhile and fulfilling.  I 

pray that you will become part of God’s people by trusting in Christ. 

If you are a Christian – you’re trusting in Jesus as your only hope for a sinful soul 

like yours – but you’re not a member of a church I would caution you to not come and 

take and eat unless you’re set on fixing that.  If you’re a member of this church that may 

not necessarily mean much.  You may be floundering and you need to repent and beg the 

Lord to restore to you the joy of your salvation. 

If you’re a member of another church visiting with us today, you are welcome to 

eat with us and remember Christ’s once and for all final sacrifice that brings us into 

God’s people.  And I pray that you will be re-energized to go back and throw yourself all 

the way in to your home church. 

 

Benediction 
“Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  May the God 

who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as 

you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:4-6). 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 22, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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