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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'If a man or woman wants to make a 

special vow, a vow of separation to the LORD as a Nazirite, 3 he must abstain from wine and other 

fermented drink and must not drink vinegar made from wine or from other fermented drink. He must not 

drink grape juice or eat grapes or raisins. 4 As long as he is a Nazirite, he must not eat anything that 

comes from the grapevine, not even the seeds or skins. 5 "'During the entire period of his vow of separation 

no razor may be used on his head. He must be holy until the period of his separation to the LORD is over; 

he must let the hair of his head grow long. 6 Throughout the period of his separation to the LORD he must 

not go near a dead body. 7 Even if his own father or mother or brother or sister dies, he must not make 

himself ceremonially unclean on account of them, because the symbol of his separation to God is on his 

head. 8 Throughout the period of his separation he is consecrated to the LORD. 9 "'If someone dies 

suddenly in his presence, thus defiling the hair he has dedicated, he must shave his head on the day of his 

cleansing-- the seventh day. 10 Then on the eighth day he must bring two doves or two young pigeons to the 

priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 11 The priest is to offer one as a sin offering and the other as 

a burnt offering to make atonement for him because he sinned by being in the presence of the dead body. 

That same day he is to consecrate his head. 12 He must dedicate himself to the LORD for the period of his 

separation and must bring a year-old male lamb as a guilt offering. The previous days do not count, 

because he became defiled during his separation. 13 "'Now this is the law for the Nazirite when the period 

of his separation is over. He is to be brought to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 14 There he is to 

present his offerings to the LORD: a year-old male lamb without defect for a burnt offering, a year-old ewe 

lamb without defect for a sin offering, a ram without defect for a fellowship offering, 15 together with their 

grain offerings and drink offerings, and a basket of bread made without yeast-- cakes made of fine flour 

mixed with oil, and wafers spread with oil. 16 "'The priest is to present them before the LORD and make 

the sin offering and the burnt offering. 17 He is to present the basket of unleavened bread and is to 

sacrifice the ram as a fellowship offering to the LORD, together with its grain offering and drink offering. 

18 "'Then at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the Nazirite must shave off the hair that he dedicated. He 

is to take the hair and put it in the fire that is under the sacrifice of the fellowship offering. 19 "'After the 

Nazirite has shaved off the hair of his dedication, the priest is to place in his hands a boiled shoulder of the 

ram, and a cake and a wafer from the basket, both made without yeast. 20 The priest shall then wave them 

before the LORD as a wave offering; they are holy and belong to the priest, together with the breast that 

was waved and the thigh that was presented. After that, the Nazirite may drink wine. 21 "'This is the law of 

the Nazirite who vows his offering to the LORD in accordance with his separation, in addition to whatever 

else he can afford. He must fulfill the vow he has made, according to the law of the Nazirite.'" 22 The 

LORD said to Moses, 23 "Tell Aaron and his sons, 'This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: 

24 "'"The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace."' 27 "So they will put my name on the 

Israelites, and I will bless them." 

 

Introduction 
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 “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never hurt me.”  Ever 

heard that?  It’s just not true, is it?  Words have great power.  We all know this.  Some of 

you remember an exact phrase that was spoken to you when you were in 3
rd

 grade and it 

replays over and over in your mind and in many ways has altered the trajectory of your 

entire life.  Sharp words from a parent or a spouse or a friend or a boss or a teacher can 

lodge deep in your soul like a bullet and maybe stay there and if you move a certain way 

they hurt or they get infected or at least leave a scar.  On the flipside, as Proverbs 16:24 

says, “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”  

Common sense and contemporary psychology knows this. 

And those who know the Bible and the God of the Bible know especially that 

words have weight.  The Bible attests to the power of people’s words, but even more it 

tells us that it was by words that God created the world.  Psalm 33:6 – “By the word of 

the LORD were the heavens made.”  It is through the word of the gospel that anyone 

becomes a Christian.  It’s the Word of God that creates life – physical and spiritual.  

James 1:18 – “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth” (cf. 1Pe. 1:23).  God’s 

Word has the power to create the very things of which it speaks.  It is insanely powerful. 

And therefore we yearn for God’s Word, we hunger for it – “How sweet are your 

words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth” (Ps. 119:103).  We desperately want 

to hear a word from the Lord, a good word, a blessing.  We long to hear God’s words of 

blessing, pronouncing upon us that we are in, we are okay, we are loved, we are his, 

everything is going to be alright. 

Well, in today’s text we find the words that the LORD told Moses to tell the 

priests to use to bless the people.  They are some of the most beautiful words in the Bible.  

To hear these words spoken over you was life-giving, calming, assuring.  Powerful 

words.  We long to live under them and experience the reality of which they speak.  

We’re going to get to them today… 

But first there’s a section in here about our words, our vows, in particular a 

special vow called a Nazirite vow.  It was a way that people could voluntarily pledge for 

a period to show their devotion to the LORD.  So first we’re going to examine that piece 

of legislation given to the Israelites and then try to fit it together with the blessing found 

at the end of the chapter. 

In short, what we’re going to hear today from God’s Word is just this: God gives 

his favor to all his children. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Nazirite Vows 

 Verses 1-21 of Numbers 6 describe the regulations for something called a Nazirite 

vow.  The Hebrew word nazir means something like ‘dedicated’ or ‘consecrated’.  So this 

is describing someone who is devoting himself to God.  It’s a special vow.  Now if you 

look at it, it’s not commanding people to do this; it’s simply regulating how it’s to be 

done.  The NIV has – “if a man or a woman wants to make a special vow…”  It’s totally 

voluntary.  And it’s assuming that there will arise in God’s people – both men and 

women – a desire to express radical devotion. 

You know what I’m talking about.  You’ve met them.  You may have been or be 

one of them.  And it’s a good thing.  Because God is really awesome and he will inspire 
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sold out, intense, on-fire-ness among his people.  Listen: if you don’t ever have any 

inclination to show your zealous love for the LORD by your lifestyle, you don’t know 

him.  And if you do know him, you will want, at different times, to do crazy things for 

God.  And I’m not going to dissuade you from that.  “The people that do know their God 

shall be strong, and do exploits” (Dan. 11:32; KJV).  But I hope today to give you a 

broad framework within which to continue to mature in that desire. 

One commentator explaining the Nazirite vow says, “This vow… does not 

describe a routine matter or even an expected act of devotion…  It is an act of unusual 

devotion to God, based perhaps on an intense desire to demonstrate to the Lord one’s 

utter separation to him.”
1
  So it was high commitment (we’ll see more of that as we go 

through it).  It wasn’t resolving to stretch and run 10 minutes on the treadmill three times 

a week… when you’re in town… and when you feel like it.  This was the Tough Mudder.  

And if you said you were going to do it, you had to do it.  God took takes vows very 

seriously.  “It is a trap for a man to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider 

his vows” (Prov. 20:25).  That’s why God is very specific here about what such a vow 

would mean. 

So let’s look at it a little more closely.  “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Speak to the 

Israelites and say to them: “If a man or woman wants to make a special vow, a vow of 

separation to the LORD as a Nazirite, he must abstain from wine and other fermented 

drink and must not drink vinegar made from wine or from other fermented drink.  He 

must not drink grape juice or eat grapes or raisins.  As long as he is a Nazirite, he must 

not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, not even the seeds or skins”’” (vv. 1-4).  

So here’s the first component of the Nazirite vow: a complete abstention from all alcohol 

and anything that came from the grapevine!  So essentially, a somewhat bland diet.  Toast 

without jelly.  Just having water to drink.  Trail mix without not only the M&Ms (because 

they hadn’t been invented yet), but also without the raisins.  It was a kind of fast. 

Let me pause and do a little aside on alcohol.  It’s been awhile since I’ve 

addressed the topic (you can check out my sermon on Ephesians 5:18 if you want to see 

more) and in our city alcohol is such a huge part of the social life.  How should Christians 

think about alcohol?  Is the Nazirite vow indicating that alcohol is bad in and of itself?  If 

so, then grape juice would be too, right?  No, when you fast, you fast from something 

good.  You can’t fast from sin.  You should always avoid sin.  When you fast, you give 

up something good for a time and for a spiritual purpose to focus on the Lord and express 

your dedication to him. 

Psalm 104:15 celebrates that God gives “wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil 

to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his heart.”  It’s a basic blessing of the good 

life.  In Deuteronomy 7:13 we read – “He will love you and bless you and increase your 

numbers.  He will bless the fruit of your womb, the crops of your land – your grain, new 

wine and oil – the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks in the land that he 

swore to your forefathers to give you.” [See also Dt. 14:26]  Alcohol is not evil.  It is a 

blessing from the Lord to be enjoyed as part of worship – “Whether you eat or drink of 

whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1Cor. 10:31). 

But there is a way to drink alcohol not to the glory of God.  Drunkenness is evil.  

The Bible clearly commands, “Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery” (Eph. 

5:18; ESV).  Drinking to excess is sin.  Moderation and self-control are virtues.  To be 
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mastered by alcohol, to be addicted to it is bad and is a danger that must be watched out 

for.  The Bible is very clear on that stuff. 

But there are also other things to think about when we think about our drinking 

habits – below the surface questions.  Am I drinking to escape?  Do I need this to be 

happy or to deal with stress?  Am I really, genuinely happy in the Lord.  So many people 

aren’t happy; they’re hopeless and they drink to numb the pain.  That reveals a big 

problem. 

Am I drinking to be cool?  That’s a big one that I’ve seen, especially in younger 

Christians who grew up in a culture that had an alcohol phobia.  The pendulum gets 

swung and they end up taking their cues for the good life from the world and seeking to 

mimic what the world says is cool and they covet acceptance from the world, and that’s 

not cool with God.  It’s idolatry. 

There are also questions about financial stewardship and if having a budget 

category for Binny’s Beverage Depot is the most wise way to spend your money. 

The last issue of Christianity Today had an interesting cover article on the topic of 

Christians and alcohol and it brought up a point that I hadn’t really thought about before.
2
  

If you’re the kind of Christian that likes to flaunt your freedom to drink and are 

constantly Instagraming pictures of the beers you’re having, you probably don’t have a 

lot of alcoholic friends, which may mean that you just hang out with people who are just 

like you – middle class twenty-somethings who grew up in Christian homes.  And that’s a 

heart problem too.  Because you’re not really loving your neighbors, including people 

who are different from you.  1 in 6 Americans have a drinking problem.  Are we really 

engaging the world in love (see Rom. 14)?  I can see ways that possibly having a drink 

can help you engage the world, but it’s also true in many settings that limiting our alcohol 

consumption can also be a way to engage the world.  And for a church that wants to be 

for all the people in the UIC Area, not just the hipsters who live at Simones but also those 

whose lives have been ruined by alcohol (and there are many; open your eyes), it’s going 

to call for wisdom and maturity. 

So that’s a little aside on alcohol.  Back to the Nazirite vow.  The first component 

of it was a fast from alcohol.  Not as a categorical disapproval of it, but as a recognition 

that it is good, but not ultimate.  You can give it up as a way of being set apart for God. 

One modern day application I thought of would be a vow that students may take at a 

Christian college for four years.  A residential learning community could decide to 

eliminate all alcohol within it for the purpose of focusing on academics and spiritual 

formation during that season.  And if you made a vow to abide by those standards, it’s 

important to keep it.  The application could be expanded to other things like church-wide 

fasts before Easter.  Giving an extra amount of your income for a campaign.  Give up an 

extra amount of your time for a season of service.  Go and sleep on a mud floor for a 

missions trip.  Is a memory foam mattress evil?  No, but you can give it up to go bring the 

gospel to unreached people. 

 The second component of the Nazirite vow we find in v. 5 and it involves hair.  A 

Nazirite was not supposed to cut his hair as an external display of this vow.  And the third 

component has to do with contact with the dead.  A Nazirite could have absolutely no 

contact with a dead body, not even for a close relative.  If she did by accident, let’s say a 

woman Nazirite is sitting with her husband and he dies right there of a heart attack she 
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has to reset her Nazirite clock back to zero and start over again and go through some 

sacrifices. 

So the Nazirite vow involved fruit of the vine, hair, and corpses.  Interestingly, we 

see that the priests were regulated in their alcohol consumption (only when they were on 

duty in the Tabernacle; Lev. 10:9).  They had specification for their hair (but it seemed a 

little more relaxed; Lev. 21:5).  And priests had to be extra careful not to become unclean 

from touching a dead body (but even for them an exception was made to care for a close 

relative).  So these three areas seem to be taking aspects of priestly holiness and 

intensifying them and expanding them to all the people.  Anyone, man or woman, from 

whatever tribe, could take on this vow of radical devotion… for a time. 

This is a key point.  The Nazirite vow was meant to be for a limited time.  It had 

an expiration.  You vowed to abstain from all alcohol, not cut your hair, and keep away 

from all death for a month or a season.  Not for all your life.  There’s only one very clear 

example of a lifetime Nazirite in the Bible and that is Samson (some say Samuel was or 

John the Baptist, but that’s not exactly clear).  But Samson isn’t really a role model for 

anyone and seems to be unique situation. 

This passage gives a lot of attention to how to end being a Nazirite.  Starting in v. 

13 we are given the instructions for “when the period of his separation is over.”  The 

Nazirite comes to the Tabernacle with lots of offerings.  One person has explained that 

“the offerings of the Nazirite at the completion of the period of the vow (v. 13) were 

extensive, expensive, and expressive of the spirit of total commitment to Yahweh during 

this period of special devotion.”
3
  We see in v. 20 that after all this “the Nazirite may 

drink wine.”  So wine drinking is expected to be part of normal life.  He’s supposed to 

shave off all of the hair that he grew during this period and put it on the fire on the altar.  

And then presumably the restriction on death is relaxed back to that of the general 

population.  He’s released from his vows to return to normal life. 

So the Nazirite vow involved significant costs (v. 21 indicates that he could even 

do more above and beyond if he wanted).  It was a way to show deep, heartfelt dedication 

and devotion to the LORD.  God accepted it.  It showcased his worthiness.  Even the 

Apostle Paul participated in this a couple times in the NT (cf. Acts 18:18, 21:21). 

BUT it was not to be permanent.  People were not supposed to be taking vows of 

lifelong abstinence.  That’s not what God wants.  And this detail provides us with a nice 

balance.  God doesn’t want people to be drinking only water, never getting a haircut, and 

keeping people at an arm’s length, worried all the time that they may make a wrong 

move.  Asceticism and harsh treatment of the body are not what the Christian life is 

supposed to be about (cf. Col. 2:23).  There are some people who say all the time – “We 

need more sacrifice and seriousness in the church!”  And others are screaming, “We need 

more beer and bacon!”  And the truth is that we need both!  The healthy, mature Christian 

knows both how to fast and feast, understands mourning and mirth, can endure self-

denial and celebrate.  And all from a baseline lifestyle of moderation.  A normal life with 

its basic rhythms of work and play. 

And so no holy orders, no lifelong vows of poverty or celibacy, no monks!  No 

separate class of Christians.  No constant fasting.  Why?  Because that so easily slips into 

trying to earn God’s favor.  And the Christian life is ultimately about enjoying God’s 

favor.  Enjoying God’s favor will inspire us to love God, and that may involve seasons of 

special set-apartness.  But those seasons must end so that we can constantly remember 
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that God does not favor us because of our greatness or dedication.  We can never be as 

devoted to God as he is to us.  And so we can relax and rest in that love. 

 

Aaronic Blessing 
 The last six verses of chapter 6 are here to show us that God gives his favor to all 

his children. You don’t have to impress him.  Special vows can’t be taken to get God’s 

blessing.  “God’s permanent purpose,” writes OT scholar Gordon Wenham, “is to bless 

all his people, not merely those who undertake the Nazirite vow.”
4
  We see this from 

what’s called the Aaronic Blessing or the Priestly Blessing. 

 Look at v. 22 – “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Tell Aaron and his sons, “This is how 

you are to bless the Israelites.”’”  So this is God’s idea; it comes of God’s initiative.  We 

don’t have to do anything to get God’s blessing, he freely gives it. 

 “Say to them…” and then we get a scripted blessing.  Scripted words like these 

can be very helpful.  There’s a place for extemporaneous speaking and spontaneous 

prayers, but there’s also something good to words that are carefully thought out and 

crafted and put together beautifully.  This is one example.  At Daniel & Sarah’s wedding 

in Seattle last weekend Daniel’s uncle got up to bless the new couple and said, “I can’t 

improve on these words…”  And he used the words of the Aaronic blessing to pronounce 

over them.  It was really neat. 

Here they are: “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you 

peace” (vv. 24-26).  Now we could dissect this a thousand ways.  The form is poetic.  

There are three lines.  Each line uses the name of the LORD – LORD, LORD, LORD 

(3x).  And each line has two parts – bless you and keep you; make his face shine upon 

you and be gracious to you; turn his face toward you and give you peace.  In the Hebrew 

each line gets progressively longer.  And we could make many more observations about 

the beauty of the form. 

But what does the content mean?  What does it convey?  What does it say?  As 

someone has suggested, “This short and beautiful prayer is so familiar that its meaning 

may be easily taken for granted and not appreciated.”
5
  It’s inclusive of every individual 

in the community.  It is saying things and in the saying of them pronouncing them to be. 

• Bless – the opposite of curse.  Good, not bad. 

• Keep… close to himself.  It speaks of security, safety.  No one can snatch you 

out of his hands.  He’s got you. 

• Face shine upon you.  This one is really cool.  There’s something about a face.  

We speak of face-to-face interactions.  The face is the center of relationship.  

We have face recognition software, not elbow scanners.  It’s because you 

know someone through their face; it’s a window into the soul, the personality 

is expressed there.  And what’s a shining face?  A smiling face.  A face that 

expresses approval and delight.  Have you ever seen someone’s face light up?  

Isn’t it amazing to think of God’s face lighting up when he looks at you? 

• And be gracious to you.  Grace – not being treated as our sins deserve (see Ps. 

103:10).  A posture of giving, generously. 

• Turn his face toward you.  If you’ve ever interacted with a baby around the 

age of 6, 7, 8 months you have a sweet picture of what this means.  Elly wants 

to see my face.  She’s looking at my face.  And when I look at her and make a 
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face, her face lights up.  If I make a scary face, her face looks concerned.  And 

if I turn my face from her, even though she may be able to see my whole body 

and know that I’m still there, she bursts into tears.  When I turn my face 

toward her again she immediately calms down.  She wants my face.  The face 

represents relationship.  You see God’s presence is everywhere.  God is there; 

he’s in the room.  Everyone knows that.  But there’s a difference between the 

general presence of God and the face of God.  Not everyone knows his face. 

• And lastly, give you peace.  The word is that rich Hebrew word shalom.  

Shalom, according to one scholar, “is fundamentally not merely the absence of 

conflict, although that may be a part of it.  In essence, [shalom] means fullness 

of life and wholeness in all areas of life: material, familial, societal, and 

religious.”
6
  Wholeness.  Completeness.  Things the way they’re supposed to 

be.  Right with God, right with your environment, right with yourself, right 

with others.  Peace. 

 

Oh, this is good, the good life!  The blessing we all want and crave.  The blessing 

that God gives.  The priests were to bless the people regularly [for some examples see 

Lev. 9:22, 23; Dt. 21:5], because people can’t hear words like these enough.  We need to 

hear over and over again God’s blessing. 

This blessing provides a security, an intimacy, and an identity.  Verse 27 – “So 

they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”  God puts his name on 

them, they are called by his name.  They are his, like when a person adopts a child and 

gives the child his name.  The word ‘Israelites’ is literal ‘the sons of Israel’ and that gives 

us the wonderful picture of children.  The LORD is a Father that delights in his children.  

He will keep them (he’s not going to give them back).  He will bless them (he’s not an 

evil dad).  They don’t have to perform to make him love them.  He just loves them and 

wants the best for them.  You can disappoint a father, but never lose his favor.  Even 

when one child is struggling that only elicits more attention.  Discipline comes because 

he really loves you. 

We’re also reminded here in this phrase ‘sons of Israel’ of the man named Israel 

from whom the nation came.  Do you remember who Israel was?  Israel wasn’t his 

original name.  His original name was Jacob.  Jacob exemplifies so well this desperate 

longing for a blessing, the underlying insecurity that exists in all of us.  The name Jacob 

didn’t mean good things.  It described his character well.  He was a shady man, desperate 

for blessing and willing to go to any depth to get it, so he stole his father’s blessing by 

dressing up like his brother and playing a trick.  He wanted the blessing.  You want the 

blessing.  You want your dad to say he’s proud of you.  You want your spouse to say he 

loves you.  You want your children to appreciate you.  You want others to speak well of 

you.  Because you know deep down you’re a scoundrel, a needy nobody. 

But Jacob wasn’t fully satisfied with his father’s blessing.  He still lived on the 

run, searching.  Because what he was really desperate for was God’s blessing.  And then 

one night he met a shadowy mysterious figure and got into a wrestling match with him.  

And the match culminated in Jacob clinging to this person saying, “I will not let you go 

unless you bless me” (Gen. 32:26).  He wanted a blessing.  And it turned out that this was 

the angel of the LORD and he blessed Jacob, and that’s when he got the name Israel, 
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which means ‘wrestled with God’.  Jacob was profoundly changed in that moment, when 

he received God’s blessing. 

In fact, he’s blown away, for he realizes who he’s been wrestling with.  And he 

says this: “I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared” (Gen. 32:30).  You see, in 

the Bible there is this recognition that no one can see God’s face and live (cf. Ex. 33:20).  

God is holy, holy, holy.  And we are sinful, sinful, sinful.  God’s “eyes are too pure to 

look on evil” (Hab. 1:3).  To be locked in a gaze with God would melt us. 

 

Christ 
So how do we experience the smile of God?  How can we be blessed by God and 

have his face shine upon us and not be destroyed?  How is that possible?  Jacob 

wondered.  As the Bible unfolds we get hints.  The priest’s blessing came after the 

sacrifices were made in the Tabernacle, for example.  All this points to Jesus, in millions 

of ways, most notably that he was the ultimate sacrifice, the pleasing aroma to God. 

We deserve God’s frown, his anger, and disapproval.  We deserve his 

abandonment.  We deserve curse, not blessing.  And Jesus became a curse for us (Gal. 

3:13).  He was forsaken by God.  In a few minutes we’re going to sing a song you’re 

probably familiar with and it has this line – “the Father turns his face away.”  We were 

talking about this recently in our Small Group.  What does it mean?  That God winced 

when Jesus was whipped and he couldn’t watch because it was so gruesome?  No.  It’s 

the anti-blessing, the opposite of what we see here in Numbers 6.  We can receive this 

blessing because the LORD cursed Jesus and forsook him; he darkened his face towards 

him and enacted justice; he turned his face away and poured out his wrath on Jesus on the 

cross.  Jesus bore the curse for us, and rose again so that we could experience only 

blessing. 

Do you believe that?  Do you repudiate any of your efforts to earn God’s favor 

and simply receive it as grace, through Christ?  Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we 

have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  That’s the only way.  If you are in Christ you have the full blessing of God.  He 

says of you – “You’re my beloved son with whom I’m well pleased” (cf. Mt. 3:17).  

There is no condemnation (cf. Rom. 8:1).  There is only favor, a great smile, and you can 

live in this smile of God.  God gives his favor to all his children, because of Christ. 

 

Conclusion 
 So Christians will want to do crazy things for God and express their devotion to 

him, but that can never increase or decrease God’s fundamental blessing.  God gives his 

favor to all his children.  You won’t earn more of God’s blessing by being super-

spiritual, sold-out, dedicated, doing great feats of fasting.  Those things can have their 

place.  They will be part of your life if you’ve truly seen the majesty and mercy of God in 

Christ, “the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2Cor. 4:6).  But no matter how Naziritish 

you are, you will still only be a sinner saved by grace. 

 Jonathan Edwards illustrates this.  Perhaps few people were ever so radical in 

their devotion to God.  Before he was 21 years old he wrote out 70 resolutions.  Things 

like: (19) Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do, if I expected it 

would not be above an hour, before I should hear the last trump[et]. Or  (38) Resolved, 
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never to speak anything that is ridiculous, sportive, or matter of laughter on the Lord’s 

Day.  That’s a radical dude, devoted to the Lord and set on holiness. 

But listen to what his biographer, Iain Murray, says about Edwards as he got 

older: 

 

Later, while he was far from repudiating the earnestness of those first-

days, he came to see more about himself than he had been aware of at the 

time he penned his resolutions.  He had pursued holiness, he subsequently 

reflected: “with far greater diligence and earnestness than ever I pursued 

anything in my life, but yet with too great a dependence on my own 

strength, which afterwards proved a great damage to me.  My experience 

had not then taught me as it has done since, my extreme feebleness and 

impotence, every manner of way; and the bottomless depths of secret 

corruption and deceit there was in my heart.
7
 

 

So Jonathan Edwards, towards the end of his life acknowledged that his heart had 

bottomless depths of corruption.  Why would God be pleased with him?  Because of his 

resolutions?  No, but because he was in his beloved Son by faith.  Robert Murray 

McCheyne said, “Live much in the smiles of God.  Bask in his beams.  Feel his all-seeing 

eye settled on you in love, and repose in his almighty arms.”  God gives his favor to all 

his children. So enjoy it. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all” (2Cor. 13:14). 
 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 15, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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