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Text 
This is the account of the family of Aaron and Moses at the time the LORD talked with Moses on Mount 

Sinai. 2 The names of the sons of Aaron were Nadab the firstborn and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 3 Those 

were the names of Aaron's sons, the anointed priests, who were ordained to serve as priests. 4 Nadab and 

Abihu, however, fell dead before the LORD when they made an offering with unauthorized fire before him 

in the Desert of Sinai. They had no sons; so only Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests during the lifetime 

of their father Aaron. 5 The LORD said to Moses, 6 "Bring the tribe of Levi and present them to Aaron the 

priest to assist him. 7 They are to perform duties for him and for the whole community at the Tent of 

Meeting by doing the work of the tabernacle. 8 They are to take care of all the furnishings of the Tent of 

Meeting, fulfilling the obligations of the Israelites by doing the work of the tabernacle. 9 Give the Levites to 

Aaron and his sons; they are the Israelites who are to be given wholly to him. 10 Appoint Aaron and his 

sons to serve as priests; anyone else who approaches the sanctuary must be put to death." 11 The LORD 

also said to Moses, 12 "I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of the first male 

offspring of every Israelite woman. The Levites are mine, 13 for all the firstborn are mine. When I struck 

down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal. 

They are to be mine. I am the LORD." 14 The LORD said to Moses in the Desert of Sinai, 15 "Count the 

Levites by their families and clans. Count every male a month old or more." 16 So Moses counted them, as 

he was commanded by the word of the LORD. 17 These were the names of the sons of Levi: Gershon, 

Kohath and Merari. 18 These were the names of the Gershonite clans: Libni and Shimei. 19 The Kohathite 

clans: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 20 The Merarite clans: Mahli and Mushi. These were the Levite 

clans, according to their families. 21 To Gershon belonged the clans of the Libnites and Shimeites; these 

were the Gershonite clans. 22 The number of all the males a month old or more who were counted was 

7,500. 23 The Gershonite clans were to camp on the west, behind the tabernacle. 24 The leader of the 

families of the Gershonites was Eliasaph son of Lael. 25 At the Tent of Meeting the Gershonites were 

responsible for the care of the tabernacle and tent, its coverings, the curtain at the entrance to the Tent of 

Meeting, 26 the curtains of the courtyard, the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard surrounding the 

tabernacle and altar, and the ropes-- and everything related to their use. 27 To Kohath belonged the clans 

of the Amramites, Izharites, Hebronites and Uzzielites; these were the Kohathite clans. 28 The number of 

all the males a month old or more was 8,600. The Kohathites were responsible for the care of the 

sanctuary. 29 The Kohathite clans were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle. 30 The leader of the 

families of the Kohathite clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 31 They were responsible for the care of the 

ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, the articles of the sanctuary used in ministering, the curtain, and 

everything related to their use. 32 The chief leader of the Levites was Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest. He 

was appointed over those who were responsible for the care of the sanctuary. 33 To Merari belonged the 

clans of the Mahlites and the Mushites; these were the Merarite clans. 34 The number of all the males a 

month old or more who were counted was 6,200. 35 The leader of the families of the Merarite clans was 

Zuriel son of Abihail; they were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle. 36 The Merarites were 

appointed to take care of the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, posts, bases, all its equipment, and 

everything related to their use, 37 as well as the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent 

pegs and ropes. 38 Moses and Aaron and his sons were to camp to the east of the tabernacle, toward the 
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sunrise, in front of the Tent of Meeting. They were responsible for the care of the sanctuary on behalf of the 

Israelites. Anyone else who approached the sanctuary was to be put to death. 39 The total number of 

Levites counted at the LORD's command by Moses and Aaron according to their clans, including every 

male a month old or more, was 22,000. 40 The LORD said to Moses, "Count all the firstborn Israelite 

males who are a month old or more and make a list of their names. 41 Take the Levites for me in place of 

all the firstborn of the Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the firstborn of the livestock 

of the Israelites. I am the LORD." 42 So Moses counted all the firstborn of the Israelites, as the LORD 

commanded him. 43 The total number of firstborn males a month old or more, listed by name, was 22,273. 

44 The LORD also said to Moses, 45 "Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and the 

livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. The Levites are to be mine. I am the LORD. 46 To redeem 

the 273 firstborn Israelites who exceed the number of the Levites, 47 collect five shekels for each one, 

according to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. 48 Give the money for the redemption of 

the additional Israelites to Aaron and his sons." 49 So Moses collected the redemption money from those 

who exceeded the number redeemed by the Levites. 50 From the firstborn of the Israelites he collected 

silver weighing 1,365 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel. 51 Moses gave the redemption money to 

Aaron and his sons, as he was commanded by the word of the LORD. 

 

Introduction 
 So we’re going through the book of Numbers.  This is our third Sunday in and 

we’re at ch. 3.  Numbers tells us the story of the Israelites after they had been rescued 

from Egypt, given the Law at Mt. Sinai, and built the Tabernacle.  And they’re now 

preparing to go in to the Promised Land – the land of Canaan. 

 So far everything is going pretty smoothly.  The LORD is giving commands and 

the people are obeying.  Chapter 1 was about a census that was taken to number all the 

people in their tribes and clans and families so that they would be an organized force 

ready to march in and take the Promised Land.  We saw there that God requires 

organized obedience. 

 Chapter 2 was about the placement of each of the tribes as they camped and the 

order they were to march in when they took up camp and set out.  From the detail that the 

Tabernacle was to be in the center of the camp we saw that God is supposed to be the 

center of our lives.  And from the detail that Judah emerges as the preeminent tribe we 

traced out that line and saw how it pointed to Jesus and realized that the only way to live 

a God-centered life is to look a little more closely and see Christ there at the center too – 

the Lion and the Lamb.  Christ alone can captivate our sinful hearts. 

 Chapter 3 signals the start of a new unit in the book of Numbers – “this is the 

account of…” acts like a section heading in the first five books of the Bible.  Now we’re 

going to deal specifically with the Levites.  They’ve gotten a mention or two here and 

there so far, but only to briefly explain their absence from the regular life of the Israelites.  

The Levites were the descendants of the third son of Jacob; his name was Levi.  Levi had 

three sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.  Interestingly enough, it wasn’t the firstborn – 

Gershon – that was the most prominent of the sons of Levi, but the second born – 

Kohath.  It’s a familiar pattern; God doesn’t work according to the world’s ways of 

favoring the powerful and privileged.  It was from Kohath that Moses and Aaron came.  

We’ll see more about all this as we go through this chapter. 

 The main point being that the Levites were given distinct roles.  They weren’t 

numbered in the census of ch. 1 because they were not to be in the army.  However, they 

weren’t wimps; they could still wield a sword.  They still had a crucial role to play.  

Today we see that they were to guard the Tabernacle. 
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Guard it?  Why?  Was there concern that some teenagers would come and steal 

the gold from inside?  No, they weren’t like security guards at a construction site making 

sure nobody sneaks in at night and steals the copper.  They were a little more like guards 

at a lion exhibit at the zoo making sure nobody gets too close and falls in and dies.  In 

short what we’re going to see from Numbers 3 today is just this: God can kill you. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Nadab and Abihu 
 So God’s tent wasn’t just any old tent.  It was in the center of everything, and it 

was holy, set apart.  It was elaborate and exquisite.  It represented the very presence of 

God.  It had a cordoned off courtyard with a bunch of bronze stuff.  And inside that there 

was a Holy Place with a bunch of gold stuff.  Only priests could go into to keep it filled 

with incense and burning lamps and bread.  And then inside that there was a Most Holy 

Place that only the high priest could go into and only once a year and only with blood.  It 

housed the Ark of the Covenant and the cherubim.  It was an earthly replica of a heavenly 

throne room.  This stuff all dripped with holiness and sobriety.  It all said that God was to 

be taken seriously… because God can kill you. 

 Verses 2-4 of chapter 3 recount a story that was first told in the book of Leviticus 

which we went through over a year ago, but it would have been fresh in the people’s 

memory when Numbers 3 happened; it all happened within one month’s time.  Revisiting 

this story at the beginning of this chapter sets the serious tone for this next section.  It’s 

the story of Nadab and Abihu – two men that God killed.  It comes in the form of some 

genealogical information.  We read: “The names of the sons of Aaron were Nadab the 

firstborn and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.  Those were the names of Aaron’s sons, the 

anointed priests, who were ordained to serve as priests.  Nadab and Abihu, however, fell 

dead before the LORD when they made an offering with unauthorized fire before him in 

the Desert of Sinai.  They had no sons; so only Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests 

during the lifetime of their father Aaron.”  This is telling us that “not only were Nadab 

and Abihu terminated, but they left no sons to carry on their lineage.”
1
  They were 

completely and totally wiped out. 

 As I said, Leviticus ch. 10 tells this story.  These two newly installed priests did 

not take God seriously.  They thought they could improvise, spice up God’s worship by 

tweaking what God had commanded, worshipping him in their own way, with a twist.  

They did not listen and submit and remain content with what God had revealed.  They 

needed something fresh and thought they were so smart and had an even better idea.  “So 

fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before 

the LORD” (Lev. 10:2).  That’s who we’re talking about when we talk about God. 

God can kill you if you don’t worship him as he deserves; that is, as he has 

determined… and he’s been known to do it.  Recounting the story of Nadab and Abihu 

here at the beginning of the chapter “serves to set the tone for chapters 3-4, which 

repeatedly allude to the mortal danger men face in dealing with God.”
2
 

 

The Command to Put to Death! 

 Nadab and Abihu’s divine execution certainly impressed on their younger 

brothers – Eleazar and Ithamar – that the LORD was not to be messed with.  Starting in v. 
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5 we see that you have the Levites and then among the Levites there is Aaron and his two 

remaining sons.  The family of Aaron was supposed to be the priests.  And the rest of the 

tribe of Levi was given to the priests to “assist” them, to “perform duties for [Aaron]” 

concerning the care of the tabernacle.  But only the priests could operate within the 

tabernacle.  Now look at the end of v. 10 – “Anyone else who approaches the sanctuary 

must be put to death.”  Are you beginning to see a theme in this chapter?  It has a deadly 

seriousness. 

 Then skip ahead and look at v. 38.  “Moses and Aaron and his sons were to camp 

to the east of the tabernacle, toward the sunrise, in front of the Tent of Meeting.”  

Remember how Judah was the most important of the twelve tribes and thus camped in the 

first position on the east side?  Well the priests are the most important of all the Levites 

and they camp on the east side too, right up next to the doorway of the tabernacle, 

guarding it.  “They were responsible for the care of the sanctuary on behalf of the 

Israelites.  Anyone else who approached the sanctuary was to be put to death.” 

If you got too close, you were killed, presumably as an act of formal punishment 

by the priests themselves or the Levites in general.  There’s a scene from the book of 

Exodus right after the Golden Calf episode when the people of Israel bowed down to an 

image they had made and pretended they were worshipping the LORD and what does the 

LORD do?  Just let it slide?  No. 

 

[Moses] stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the 

LORD, come to me.”  And all the Levites rallied to him.  Then he said to 

them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a 

sword to his side.  Go back and forth through the camp from one end to 

the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’”  The Levites 

did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people 

died.  Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today…” 

(Ex. 32:26-29). 

 

The story of Nadab and Abihu tells us that if the levitical priests did not treat God 

exactly as he deserved to be treated they would be struck dead.  And vv. 10 and 38 tell us 

that if anyone else disrespected the LORD he was to be put to death.  This ain’t no joke.  

Certain dictators of countries and chiefs of gangs have acted like this throughout history – 

disrespect me and die… and it’s evil.  But why?  Why is it evil for a Hitler or Pol Pot or 

the Godfather?  Because they are acting like they are God!  No human can set himself up 

as the supreme authority and kill anyone who crosses him.  Only God has the right to act 

like this.  Because he is the only supreme authority.  There is no evil in him at all.  He is 

pure holiness.  Therefore to not give him the glory that he is due deserves the greatest 

punishment. 

God created life.  He sustains life.  He is the only one who has the inherent right 

to take life.  God can kill you.  He can.  He has the capability and he has the moral right.  

I beg to differ!  That’s unjust!  I appeal to a higher authority.  But there is no higher 

authority.  He is the ultimate.  He is the definition of just.  You are not even remotely on 

an equal footing with him as if you can take him to court, the two of you before the 

judge.  He is the Judge! 
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The Redemption of the Firstborn 
 There’s another aspect of this chapter that strikes the same note.  13 months prior 

to this the Israelites were all dramatically evacuated from Egypt.  If you remember that 

story you remember that the LORD brought 10 plagues on the Egyptians until they 

finally cried uncle and relinquished God’s people.  The 10
th

 and final plague was the 

death of the firstborn.  God said, “I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 

firstborn – both men and animals” (Ex. 12:12).  It was God’s righteous display of his 

judgment and power.  It was not wicked.  It was punishment for the wickedness of 

humanity for setting itself up in defiance and rebellion against God.  And the interesting 

detail is that the Israelites were not naturally exempt from this judgment.  The angel of 

death was going to pass through their neighborhood too and strike down all the firstborns.  

From the beginning to the end of the whole Bible this is the picture of God that we get – 

God can kill you. 

But it’s not the only picture.  There’s also the picture of redemption through 

substitution.  For those Israelites living on that last night in Egypt God gave them 

instructions about slaughtering a lamb and smearing its blood on their doorposts.  And 

the homes with the blood over the doors would be passed over, spared of God’s 

judgment.  The lamb died instead of them.  And that reality was to be perpetually 

remembered in the Passover celebration every year on the anniversary of this event. 

But God also set up another way to memorialize this powerful truth.  “In 

remembrance of their salvation the first-born Israelites had to be consecrated to the 

LORD (Exod. 11:4 – 13:15).”
3
  Not just people, but animals.  So the first creature to open 

a womb belonged to God as a reminder that he had mercifully spared the firstborn of the 

Israelites in the Exodus.  If the animal was of the variety that could be sacrificed it would 

be.  In certain circumstances it could be redeemed with money instead.  The firstborn 

sons were not to be sacrificed, of course.  They were to be redeemed, usually by offering 

another animal in his place (cf. Ex. 13:2, 13; 34:19-20).  Substitution runs deep. 

Well here in Numbers chapter 3 we find out specifically that the whole tribe of 

Levi would cover, would count for, would be consecrated in the place of all the firstborn 

of Israel.  Starting at v. 11 – “The LORD also said to Moses, ‘I have taken the Levites 

from among the Israelites in place of the first male offspring of every Israelite woman.  

The Levites are mine, for all the firstborn are mine.  When I struck down all the firstborn 

in Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal.  They are 

to be mine.  I am the LORD” (vv. 11-13). 

So to remember that the firstborn deserved to die, but God spared them, the 

firstborn were to be set apart.  Now God is saying that he will take the whole tribe of Levi 

for all the firstborn of Israel as an even trade, they will substitute for the firstborn, and be 

set apart to serve the LORD with all things regarding the tabernacle. 

What follows in the rest of this chapter is a census of all the Levites and then a 

counting of all the firstborn.   “The purpose of the census in Numbers 3,” explains OT 

scholar Gordon Wenham, “was to check that the number of Levites tallied with the 

number of first-born children among the other tribes.”
4
  That explains why this census 

counts every male over one month old.  The one in ch. 1 only counted those over 20 years 

old because it was a military census. 

So in vv. 17-20 we get an overview of all the Levite clans. 
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And then vv. 21-26 gives the figures for the Gershonite clans – 7,500.  It tells 

where they were to camp in this inner Levite zone – they were to camp on the west, the 

back-side of the Tabernacle.  It tells who their leader was – Eliasaph.  And it tells briefly 

what their specific job was – we’ll get into that stuff more next week. 

In vv. 27-32 we get the same stuff for the Kohathites – 8,600, Elizaphan was the 

leader, and they camped on the south. 

And vv. 33-37 goes through the Mararites – there were 6,200 of them, their leader 

was a guy named Zuriel, they camped on the north, and they had charge of certain 

specific things with regard to the tabernacle. 

Moses and the priests, as we already mentioned camped on the east (v. 38).  And 

in v. 39 we see the total number of the Levite males one month or older was 22,000.  

Now, if you were keeping track in your head you should have noticed that the numbers 

actually add up to 22,300.  Woops!  Somewhere a number has gotten off.  Most likely it’s 

in the tally of the Kohathites in v. 28.  Instead of 8,600 it was probably originally 8,300.  

“In the consonantal Hebrew text the word ‘three’ is šlš, while ‘six’ is šš.  Thus, the ‘extra’ 

three hundred is accounted for by the loss of one Hebrew consonant.  This solution is 

simplest and is probably correct,” writes Hebrew scholar Timothy Ashley.
5
 

And I want you to see that the precision of the number is actually important.  

Look starting at v. 40 – “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Count all the firstborn Israelite 

males who are a month old or more and make a list of their names.  Take the Levites for 

me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites in place 

of all the firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites.  I am the LORD.’  So Moses counted 

all the firstborn of the Israelites, as the LORD commanded him.  The total number of 

firstborn males a month old or more, listed by name, was 22,273” (vv. 40-43).  That’s a 

difference of 273.  So the last part of the chapter tells of how the LORD set a redemption 

price of 5 shekels of silver for each of the 273 firstborn who exceeded the number of 

Levites. 

So do you see a little more clearly what is going on in this chapter?  It’s peppered 

with reminders that God is holy and God can kill you – Nadab and Abihu, v. 10 – 

“anyone who approaches the sanctuary must be put to death,” v. 38 – “anyone else who 

approached the sanctuary was to be put to death,” v. 13 – “when I struck down all the 

firstborn in Egypt.”  But it’s also a picture of God’s meticulous plan of redemption by 

substitution.  He wanted his people to always remember that he provides salvation, a way 

of out death. 

 

Jesus 
 It’s not hard to see what this has to say to us today.  This is all more fully fleshed 

out for us in Jesus.  God has not changed in the NT.  It’s not as if the God of the OT is all 

about blood and death and judgment and the God of the NT is all about love and life and 

forgiveness.  What stands at the heart of the NT?  A bloody death under the judgment of 

God – that’s the cross.  And there’s also a whole lot of God striking people down for their 

sin (i.e. Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5; King Herod, Acts 12; the people taking 

communion unworthily in 1Cor. 11; the book of Revelation).  Our God is still a 

consuming fire (Heb. 12:29). 

 The lie that God will not punish sin has been around since the Garden of Eden 

when the Serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die” (Gen. 3:4).  This is very 
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much with us today.  It tickles our ears.  It makes us deny God’s wrath towards sinners.  

“Although [we] know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve 

death, [we] not only continue to do [what we want, but twist things so that somehow we 

make them out to be a virtue]” (Rom. 1:32).  “The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in 

love and forgiving sin and rebellion.  Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished” 

(14:18). 

 And death is not really the main issue here; it’s not the worst thing.  Because 

death is not the end.  You have a soul that can never die.  And if you die under God’s 

wrath, that’s only the beginning.  There’s death, and then there’s death after death.  

There’s eternal death.  There’s the second death (cf. Rev. 21:8).  Physical death as a 

result of God’s judgment is just a glimpse, just the tip of the iceberg of the real issue.  

God’s eternal, heavenly holiness cannot allow a sinner in his presence, so what is the 

alternative?  God’s eternal, unending judgement – hell.  Jesus said, “Do not be afraid of 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt. 10:28).  Be afraid!  This ain’t no joke.  God can 

kill you… both now and forevermore. 

 We’d rather not think this way.  We don’t like this.  We want to massage it out of 

the message.  We want to get rid of God’s wrath, and so we deny its existence.  But there 

is a better way out!  An unbelievable solution.  Jesus bore the wrath deserved by us in our 

place.  Redemption by substitution!  The sound of redemption is not the sound of a 

Johnsonville brat being grilled (have you heard those commercials?!).  It’s Jesus being 

consumed by the white hot wrath of God in our place so that we can go free! 

 I once was talking with someone and he was sharing about a kid in his extended 

family who was about 7 or 8 and he was going around all the time saying something like, 

“I’m scared that God is going to pour out his wrath on me.”  And there was sense that this 

was kind of funny, kind of annoying and he didn’t know how to handle it.  What would 

you say to this kid?  Stop being so dramatic.  No, of course God’s not going to do that.  

God loves you.  God is kind.  You don’t have to worry.  That’s not how it works.  But I 

think the kid is on to something.  Maybe there’s other things going on too (i.e. trying to 

get attention), but there is a sense that God is over him and against him.  It’s what the 

Bible says, we are “by nature objects of wrath” (Eph. 2:3).  I asked him if he shared with 

him that he could believe in Jesus, that Jesus took the full brunt of the wrath of God for 

him so he wouldn’t have to experience it?  He said, “No.  I should have.” 

 We so easily forget this, don’t we?  Part of us wants to forget it – the dire 

dilemma we’re in apart from Christ.  But it’s a central message that runs throughout the 

Bible.  It’s at the heart of the glory of the gospel.  1 Peter 3:18 – “For Christ died for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”  You have no other 

hope of coming near to God otherwise; you will only be consumed. 

 I was walking around the neighborhood this week and was looking up at the cross 

at the very top of a tall steeple and I noticed something I had never noticed before.  

Tucked away behind the cross was a lightning rod.  I thought, “How appropriate!  That’s 

it!  That’s what it’s like!”  You know how a lightning rod works, right?  Lightning carries 

a massive amount of electrical current!  Someone told me recently that when lightning 

strikes a tree there’s a another boom from the sap in the tree boiling and exploding.  

Lightning generally goes for the tallest structure.  So a church with a steeple is a prime 

target and it can destroy the whole building.  But a lightning rod provides “a low-
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resistance path to ground that can be used to conduct the enormous electrical currents 

when lightning strikes occur.”
6
  So the electricity is diverted and absorbed and the 

building is spared. 

That’s kind of like what happens on the cross.  The cross is the lightning rod.  

Instead of God’s wrath falling on us and boiling our souls, it falls on Jesus on the cross 

and he absorbs the punishment in our place.  He dies the death we deserve so that we can 

be in his presence forever.  If you have never put your trust in Christ, do it now!  Be 

afraid, be very afraid of living your life apart from Christ.  His is so patient, he has been 

so kind to give you every moment of life you have had, but this very night your life may 

be demanded from you (cf. Lk. 12:20) and “it is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of 

the living God” (Heb. 10:31). 

 

Conclusion 
 Maybe you have heard this message before.  You’ve become a Christian, but 

you’re struggling with certain practical things (can we call them sins?).  You think you 

need something more practical than this message of redemption by substitution we find in 

Numbers 3.  But this is profoundly practical.  What is your problem?  Your problem is 

not ultimately that you need tips on how to have a better marriage and manage your 

finances and get along with your coworkers and stop being angry with your kids, etc…  

Your real problem is that your heart is not captivated and enthralled with Christ. 

 If we are truly in awe, amazed, flabbergasted, stunned, jolted by Jesus, seeing him 

as this Savior who has rescued us from the worst imaginable fate and brought us into the 

eternal presence of the greatest imaginable Treasure and Pleasure and King, then other 

things will fall into place.  And yet we are most of the time unfazed by Jesus, more 

interested by lesser things, struggle to see Jesus as really all that interesting.  It’s because 

we’ve removed the element that God can kill you, should kill you, now and forever 

because of your sin.  But he killed his Son instead. 

 It’s hard to remain unmoved and ambivalent when you’ve had a near death 

experience.  Have you ever had a near death experience?  Had lightning strike right in 

front of your face?  Stepped out into the street and didn’t see a car and just barely 

survived?  Your heart rate goes up.  You’re affected.  Well, you’re having one right now.  

If not for the blood bought mercy of Christ all of us would be consumed this instant.  God 

has called you to worship today and you’ve come and done all this stuff without really 

feeling it and really thinking about your Memorial Day plans and God has not struck you 

dead!  I have had the presumption to preach, to speak for God!  How can I possibly do 

that and not be taken out for all the sinful thoughts of my heart?  In a moment we’re 

going to take in our hand the bread and wine presenting to us the body and blood of 

Christ and the Bible says that if “anyone… eats and drinks without recognizing the body 

of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself” (1Cor. 11:30). 

God can kill you, but he hasn’t yet so that you can put your faith in Christ as 

your redemption, your substitute, who took your place in a one-for-one trade, right down 

to the precise amount of your sins and the judgment they deserved.  This understanding is 

what will keep you fixated on Christ in gratitude and wonder. 

I’m re-reading The Chronicles of Narnia right now with my girls and the 

description of Aslan the lion as the Christ-figure is just brilliant.  Who has not read the 
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books or watched the movies?  When the children are first learning about Aslan they find 

out he is a lion. 

 

“Ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man.  Is he – quite safe?  

I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.” 

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver, “if 

there’s anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, 

they’re either braver than most or else just silly.” 

“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy. 

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver.  “Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells 

you?  Who said anything about safe?  ’Course he isn’t safe.  But he’s 

good.  He’s the King, I tell you.”
7
 

 

And then when they meet him again in the next book there’s this description of the effect 

of his majesty – “they felt as glad as anyone can who feels afraid, and as afraid as anyone 

can who feels glad.”
8
  That’s what it feels like to know Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Passover Lamb who was slain for me! 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 
“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 

forevermore!  Amen” (Jude 24-25). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 25, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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