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Text 
The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first day of the second month 

of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He said: 2 "Take a census of the whole Israelite 

community by their clans and families, listing every man by name, one by one. 3 You and Aaron are to 

number by their divisions all the men in Israel twenty years old or more who are able to serve in the army. 

4 One man from each tribe, each the head of his family, is to help you. 5 These are the names of the men 

who are to assist you: from Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur; 6 from Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai; 7 

from Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab; 8 from Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar; 9 from Zebulun, Eliab 

son of Helon; 10 from the sons of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud; from Manasseh, 

Gamaliel son of Pedahzur; 11 from Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni; 12 from Dan, Ahiezer son of 

Ammishaddai; 13 from Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran; 14 from Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel; 15 from Naphtali, 

Ahira son of Enan." 16 These were the men appointed from the community, the leaders of their ancestral 

tribes. They were the heads of the clans of Israel. 17 Moses and Aaron took these men whose names had 

been given, 18 and they called the whole community together on the first day of the second month. The 

people indicated their ancestry by their clans and families, and the men twenty years old or more were 

listed by name, one by one, 19 as the LORD commanded Moses. And so he counted them in the Desert of 

Sinai: 20 From the descendants of Reuben the firstborn son of Israel: All the men twenty years old or more 

who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, one by one, according to the records of their clans 

and families. 21 The number from the tribe of Reuben was 46,500. 22 From the descendants of Simeon: All 

the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were counted and listed by name, one 

by one, according to the records of their clans and families. 23 The number from the tribe of Simeon was 

59,300. 24 From the descendants of Gad: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in 

the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 25 The number from the 

tribe of Gad was 45,650. 26 From the descendants of Judah: All the men twenty years old or more who 

were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 27 

The number from the tribe of Judah was 74,600. 28 From the descendants of Issachar: All the men twenty 

years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their 

clans and families. 29 The number from the tribe of Issachar was 54,400. 30 From the descendants of 

Zebulun: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, 

according to the records of their clans and families. 31 The number from the tribe of Zebulun was 57,400. 

32 From the sons of Joseph: From the descendants of Ephraim: All the men twenty years old or more who 

were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 33 

The number from the tribe of Ephraim was 40,500. 34 From the descendants of Manasseh: All the men 

twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records 

of their clans and families. 35 The number from the tribe of Manasseh was 32,200. 36 From the 

descendants of Benjamin: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were 

listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 37 The number from the tribe of 

Benjamin was 35,400. 38 From the descendants of Dan: All the men twenty years old or more who were 

able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 39 The 

number from the tribe of Dan was 62,700. 40 From the descendants of Asher: All the men twenty years old 
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or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans 

and families. 41 The number from the tribe of Asher was 41,500. 42 From the descendants of Naphtali: All 

the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 

records of their clans and families. 43 The number from the tribe of Naphtali was 53,400. 44 These were 

the men counted by Moses and Aaron and the twelve leaders of Israel, each one representing his family. 45 

All the Israelites twenty years old or more who were able to serve in Israel's army were counted according 

to their families. 46 The total number was 603,550. 47 The families of the tribe of Levi, however, were not 

counted along with the others. 48 The LORD had said to Moses: 49 "You must not count the tribe of Levi or 

include them in the census of the other Israelites. 50 Instead, appoint the Levites to be in charge of the 

tabernacle of the Testimony-- over all its furnishings and everything belonging to it. They are to carry the 

tabernacle and all its furnishings; they are to take care of it and encamp around it. 51 Whenever the 

tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to take it down, and whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the 

Levites shall do it. Anyone else who goes near it shall be put to death. 52 The Israelites are to set up their 

tents by divisions, each man in his own camp under his own standard. 53 The Levites, however, are to set 

up their tents around the tabernacle of the Testimony so that wrath will not fall on the Israelite community. 

The Levites are to be responsible for the care of the tabernacle of the Testimony." 54 The Israelites did all 

this just as the LORD commanded Moses. 

 
Introduction 
 So last week we finished up going through the NT book of Hebrews and today we 
begin into the OT book of Numbers.  Numbers is number 4 in a 5 volume work called the 
Pentateuch.  We’ve preached through the first 3 volumes already. 

Genesis is the first.  It’s about how God created the world, how humanity rebelled 
against him, and how he initiated a plan of redemption, promising to one man – Abraham 
– to make him into a great nation in a good land that would be a blessing to all the 
peoples of the earth.  By the end of Genesis, after four generations Abraham’s family is 
70 people and they went down to live in Egypt to wait out a famine. 

Exodus is the next book.  It picks up the story 400 years after the end of Genesis.  
Abraham’s descendants had multiplied greatly in Egypt and they were now a threat to the 
Egyptians so the Egyptians oppressed them.  The Israelites (as the descendants of 
Abraham were called) cried out to God for deliverance and he sent them Moses to rescue 
them.  The people dramatically escaped Egypt and began a journey back to the good land 
that God had promised to their ancestor Abraham.  They stopped along the way at Mt. 
Sinai and set up camp and there God made a covenant with them.  He gave them his Law 
to obey.  And he gave them instructions for building an elaborate Tabernacle for 
worshipping him at.  The book of Exodus ended with the Tabernacle being completed 
and the glory of the Lord descending on it. 

Leviticus, the next and third book, begins with the Lord speaking to Moses from 
the Tabernacle, all set up at the foot of Mt. Sinai.  He gives the Israelites instructions for 
how to worship him at the Tabernacle and more details about what their redeemed lives 
were supposed to look like. 

Numbers picks up with the Israelites still camped out at Mt. Sinai.  It’s been 13 
months since they left Egypt.  They’ve received the Law.  They put the finishing touches 
on the Tabernacle one month ago.  Now they are all ready to go take the Promised Land. 

Here’s what’s ahead in this book.  The first part of Numbers is about getting ready 
and heading out from Sinai.  Shortly thereafter they arrive at a place called Kadesh and 
from there they send out a team of spies to check out the land that will be theirs.  But 
something tragic happens.  Most of the spies feel that it would be impossible for them to 
take the land and so they propose going back to Egypt!  God is not happy about such a 



3 

lack of faith and so he sentences that whole generation to wander about in the desert for 
40 years until they die off. 

The title ‘Numbers’ comes from the Greek translation of the OT and they gave it 
that name, understandably, because this book has a lot of numbers and data in it.  But the 
most common Hebrew title for the book is ‘In the Wilderness’.  And that about sums it 
up.  It covers the 40 years of wilderness wandering for the Israelites – after Egypt, before 
the Promised Land. 

The end of Numbers is about what happened after the 40 years were up and that 
generation had died in the wilderness.  The nation is encamped just on the edge of the 
Promised Land, ready to invade.  Chapters 22-36 “relate… what happened to Israel as 
they waited to cross the Jordan opposite the city of Jericho.”1 

So that brings you up to speed on the Pentateuch and gives you a general 
overview of the book of Numbers.  There will be some pretty cool stories in here, but 
there will also be some parts that could appear boring.  It’s important to keep the big 
picture in mind so that you don’t think this is just dry and unimportant.  Like a baseball 
fan immersed in the story of America’s pastime who doesn’t find the stats boring or a 
financial planner who doesn’t find the business section of the newspaper with all the 
stock prices to be irrelevant, so a Christian who’s obsessed with the plan of God to bring 
salvation to the world will not be put off that there are some chapters of the Bible that are 
primarily names and numbers. 

Today’s chapter is one of those.  We’ll be looking at all of chapter 1 in Numbers 
today.  It gives us the details of a census that was taken to assess and organize the nation 
of Israel as an army ready to go take the Promised Land.  Census information can make 
your eyes glaze over… unless you’re invested somehow. 

I’m working on a project for my Urban Ministries class that is looking at the 
demographics of the UIC Area – our church’s land we’re called to.  Did you know that 
74,567 people live here?  Did you know that there are 7,000 more men than women in the 
UIC Area?  Within a 1 mile radius of where we’re sitting the median age is 29.8 (the 
median age for the state of Illinois is 42.2).  The average household income is $61,037 
per year.  And yet in the UIC Area over 30% of the people live below the poverty line.  In 
Pilsen 43.1% of the residents were born outside the U.S.  In Little Italy the density is 
18,740 people per square mile (the overall Chicago density level is 11,919 people per 
square mile).  It’s interesting stuff, isn’t it?  Because this is our home. 

Well the story of Israel is our story, if you’re a Christian.  And that makes 
chapters full of census data a little less annoying. 

Plus we get some other clues in here about why this is important.  It’s not just raw 
data.  Dig around a little more and you’ll see all kinds of stuff.  Like, for example, v. 1 – 
“The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first day 
of the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt.  He said…”  
We could spend our whole time just reflecting on this fact – the LORD speaks!  He has 
said something!  Our God is a God who speaks.  This idea occurs over 150 times in the 
book of Numbers.  He reveals himself.  He’s not far off and leaving us to guess and grope 
for knowledge of him.  He has communicated.  And he is not an idiot, he knows how to 
make himself clear and his meaning makes sense.  This is a beautiful thing.  The Bible, 
including Numbers chapter 1, is God’s revelation of himself to us.  So we should listen. 
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Then look at the last verse of the chapter, v. 54 – “The Israelites did all this just as 
the LORD commanded Moses.”  Those are the bookends of this chapter.  Verse 1 – the 
LORD speaks.  Verse 54 – the people obey.  We are supposed to heed God’s Word, and 
what it demands of us we should do.  Even if what he calls us to seems boring or tedious 
or mundane!  The middle of this chapter gives us the specifics of what the Israelites were 
supposed to do, and it wasn’t that glamorous or heroic, a lot of paperwork.  It involved 
some boring details and revealed a penchant for protocol and procedure.  And as we look 
at it, in short, what we’re going to see is just this: God requires organized obedience. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Text 

 So here’s what the LORD said to Moses: “Take a census of the whole Israelite 
community by their clans and families” (v. 2a).  This was the official census of the people 
who came out of Egypt.  In ch. 26 we find another census taken 40 years later after all 
these people died off.  “Take a census… listing every man by name, one by one” (v. 2b).  
That’s a pretty tedious job.  It would require organization and great attention to detail.  
Why just the men?  Well, what is the point of this census?  Verse 3 – “You and Aaron are 
to number by their divisions all the men in Israel twenty years old or more who are able 
to serve in the army.”  So this is about organizing the fighting men for battle.  It’s to get 
the troops ready for the invasion. 
 Moses and Aaron would need help, kind of like the people who worked for the 
recent U.S. Census in 2010.  God told Moses to enlist the aid of a family head of each of 
the twelve tribes.  Verses 5-15 give us the names of those men.  Remember that Joseph 
became two tribes and Levi was considered a special tribe, set apart for the care of the 
Tabernacle, as we’ll see in just a moment. 

Well that very day, “Moses and Aaron took these men whose names had been 
given, and they called the whole community together…  The people indicated their 
ancestry by their clans and families, and the men twenty years old or more were listed by 
name, one by one, as the LORD commanded Moses.  And so he counted them in the 
Desert of Sinai” (vv. 17-19).  You can picture all the people lined up, waiting in lines to 
be registered.  It would have been quite an organizational undertaking, but also a bit, 
well, boring; kind of like Aakash’s graduation ceremony yesterday (no offense Aakash). 
 Starting in v. 20 we get the results.  Each tribe is listed by name, then we see the 
specification that it was just those fit for the army who were counted, then the tribe’s 
name is given again, followed by the total number.  Verse 46 adds all twelve categories 
up for a grand tally of 603,550.  In. v. 47 we’re told that “the families of the tribe of Levi, 
however, were not counted along with the others.”  “The LORD had said to Moses: ‘You 
must not count the tribe of Levi or include them in the census of the other Israelites.  
Instead, appoint the Levites to be in charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony – over all 
its furnishings and everything belonging to it.  They are to carry the tabernacle and all its 
furnishings; they are to take care of it and encamp around it.  Whenever the tabernacle is 
to move, the Levites are to take it down, and whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the 
Levites shall do it” (vv. 48-51a).  So the Levites had exemption from the army, but not 
from the Lord’s service.  They had their own particular role to play that involved the 
Tabernacle. 
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 So if you recognize that this figure of 603,550 doesn’t include women, children, 
or the Levites, rough estimates have the total population of everyone at around 2 million 
people!  From what we think we know of archeology and other indications and inferences 
from the text elsewhere, that seems like too big of a number.  One possible solution 
revolves around the translation of the word ‘thousand’; perhaps it actually means ‘clan’ 
or ‘military unit’.  If so, that could bring the total number down around what we might 
more naturally expect for this time and place.  But that would mess with the math in v. 
46.  It really seems like the text wants us to believe that there were actually 603,550 men 
fit to fight and until further light is shed on the matter it couldn’t hurt to assume and 
accept that. 
 The larger point remains: the descendants of Abraham had grown significantly.  
God had kept his promise to make them into a great nation.  He had delivered them out of 
Egypt and was leading them into the Promised Land and they needed to be counted and 
organized into military units before that could happen. 
 The last part of the chapter talks about how these units were to be organized in the 
camp.  “The Israelites are to set up their tents by divisions, each man in his own camp 
under his own standard.  The Levites, however, are to set up their tents around the 
tabernacle of the Testimony so that wrath will not fall on the Israelite community” (vv. 
52-53a).  In v. 51 it said that anyone who goes near the tabernacle who is not a Levite 
“shall be put to death.”  It’s a picture we see all through this story and in the NT too – 
that God is holy and must not be messed with.  He has set up particular protocol to 
underscore this reality.  He is not to be taken lightly or treated sloppily. 
 

Application 
 So that’s what’s going on in this chapter.  That’s what God said to do and the 
people meticulously carried it out and it now takes up a whole chapter in our Bibles.  
What does it mean for us?  Why is it here? 

We could draw out a few principles from it, like the importance of family 
(everyone was listed in his own family tree; we are so disconnected from our extended 
family these days) or the wisdom of shared leadership (Moses needed helpers; leaders 
need to delegate to teams).  But I think the biggest thing this has to say to us today is a 
challenge our thinking.  Gordon Wenham writes, “The pervasive influence of the 
romantic movement with its stress on spontaneity and individual freedom has made it yet 
more difficult for us to appreciate Numbers’ insistence on organization, ritual, and 
hierarchy.”2 
 This is really it, isn’t it?  We have a hard enough time with listening to God speak 
and obeying him.  That concept alone is hard to swallow.  But then add in that what he 
commands us is regularly rather quotidian and we get really put off.  [quotidian is a great 
word; it means: ordinary or everyday, especially when mundane]  God requires 

organized obedience?!  We definitely aren’t drawn to that kind of obedience.  There’s 
something weirdly appealing about having God tell us to do strange or random things OR 
heroic feats, but what if he called you most of your days to just enter data into a 
computer? 
 And what if God actually had in mind organized religion?  What if it was really 
important that your name be written down on a church membership list?  Nah!  That’s so 

dry and dead and boring.  What if the spiritual life included things like having a Bible 
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Reading Plan with boxes you checked every day that kept you plodding through Scripture 
year by year?  That doesn’t have to mean you can’t just sit down sometime and read 
through 1 Timothy if you’re feeling like it (organization doesn’t eliminate spontaneity; it 
gives it a place to happen; the ordered makes room for the extraordinary!).  But having a 
Bible Reading plan gets you to read things like… the book of Numbers.  It’s the same 
with prayer.  Do you have a prayer list with a bunch of names on it and a set schedule for 
praying through it?  Why not?  Having such a thing wouldn’t mean you could never pray 
for someone randomly on the spot as the Spirit brings her to mind; it just means you will 
pray for everyone regularly, because you won’t if you don’t have a list.  And what if the 
baseline beat of your life involved coming to church by 10:45 AM every Sunday.  And 
what if the service followed the same basic pattern every week?  Nah!  That’s ritualistic.  
We don’t like obedience, much less organized obedience. 
 What if a big part of loving other people was keeping a calendar and meal 
planning and sorting darks from whites and folding laundry and having a system for 
bringing out summer clothes and storing winter ones?  Do you believe that part of your 
obedience to God involves balancing your check book and keeping a budget?  Can you 
accept that your calling in life involves could involve going to a computer screen every 
day and crunching numbers?  The nitty, gritty of daily work that has a lot of repetition 
and a lot of paperwork and waiting in lines. 

We all want to be LeBron James, but do you know how many free-throws 
someone like that has to practice and did you know that he sleeps 12 hours every day?  
Great artists have to sit themselves down every day between certain regular hours and 
just practice their craft over and over and over again, and maybe a great American novel 
will come out of it.  Those who don’t do this, by the way, usually commit suicide.  My 
point is that there is supposed to be a lot of routine and regular rhythm to life, focusing on 
details, keeping things in order, organized obedience. 
 1 Corinthians 14:40 says that “everything should be done in a fitting and orderly 
way.”  It’s specifically talking about a church service there, but the general principle 
applies to all of life because it says a few verses earlier – “God is not a God of disorder.”  
Is your personal life in order?  Or is everything random and haphazard, flying by the seat 
of your pants and trying to call that Spirit-led?  When the Spirit of God hovered over the 
primordial waters he brought order to them. 
 But this isn’t primarily to be applied personally.  It’s also saying that we are part 
of a whole.  We think so individually, but God wanted his people to think about heads of 
homes and families and clans and tribes.  And guess what?  When you’re part of 
something big and complex with interdependence and levels of webbed relationships like 
that, that means bureaucracy, red tape, hoops to jump through, reports to fill out, systems 
and structures that slow you down.  We like to think of achieving big things like 
conquering the Promised Land, but we rarely realize that that requires lots of little things 
as part of it, things that may seem insignificant.  Before this army could go into the 
Promised Land, they had to organize and get counted and get the camp in order.  God 
didn’t want them to go take the land everybody just running in and doing what they felt 
like. 
 The same is true today.  If anything of lasting good is going to happen in this 
world it’s going to take an organized force.  They’re called institutions.  Again, anti-
institutionalism is in vogue these days.  But Christian philosopher Jamie Smith says, “If 
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you’re really passionate about fostering the common good, then you should resist anti-
institutionalism.”  He says, “If you care about the welfare of your city and your neighbor, 
take ownership of the institutions around you.”3  Other sociologists have confirmed this: 
the only way to really change the world is through durable, concrete institutions. 
 So for example, if you really want to help this awful situation in Nigeria where 
these girls are kidnapped, it’s going to take a bunch of institutions working together, 
ultimately to try to strengthen the institution of government.  It’s going to take things like 
the International Justice Mission, and they need lawyers, and to be a lawyer you have to 
spend years in the library studying boring books of case law and procedural law...  Do 
you see? 
 And if we’re going to help with the systemic social problems of the UIC Area it’s 
really going to take people working in various institutions from city planning to policy 
making to job creation and many other things.  I was thinking about what makes Andrew 
Jackson – the CPS school here on Harrison where my kids go – such a great school, 
nationally recognized?  It takes investment in the institutional machinery.  It took a 
Principal – Dr. Mary Zeltmann – that was there for decades, establishing a culture.  It’s 
people like Ms. Meyers and Ms. Kempster working in the office just because they believe 
in the mission of the school.  It’s dedicated teachers like Ms. Otero, who is Lucy’s 1st 
grade teacher.  She was Miss Gordon’s kindergarten teacher twenty-some years ago and 
Miss Gordon was Lucy’s kindergarten teacher last year.  It’s parents like Jim Ryan who 
is just coming off of years of service on the Parent Council and the Local School Council.  
He was heavily involved as a way to, as he says, pay back his debt for getting into the 
school.  And have you ever been to a Local School Council meeting?  B-O-R-I-N-G!  
Agendas and minutes and reports and budgets.  But that’s what it takes. 
 And we don’t just care about the education and economy and social betterment of 
the UIC Area – we do care about that – but we care about something even more – the 
kingdom of God.  We want to see the gospel go forth here and disciples be made among 
these 74,567 people.  That’s going to take lasting institutions like local churches, filled 
with people who are interested in organized obedience.  Elders and deacons and 
membership meetings.  People serving in the Kid’s Corner and on Worship Teams and 
Deacons of Finance and Set-Up and Tear-Down crews and Prayer Teams, etc... 
 
Christ 

 Okay, so God has spoken.  We must obey.  And what he requires is organized 

obedience.  And what that means is a lot of seemingly boring details and procedures and 
lists and so on and so forth. 

Now maybe you’re beginning to realize that your natural mindset is anti-
institutional; there’s an element of arrogance in you that thinks you’re too important to be 
a cog in a machine or a number on a list.  You need to repent of this pride.  You’re trying 
to change the world all by yourself.  Or you’re disillusioned altogether and disengaged. 

Maybe you’re convicted that your personal life is all out of whack.  You’re not 
disciplined.  You’re disorganized, in debt, sleep schedule all over the place.  You’re a 
mess.  You try to pass off laziness as living ‘organically’.  You have no routines and no 
patience for the tedious and you’re realizing that may not be how God wants you to live. 

Or maybe you are feeling pretty awesome right now because you’re a highly 
productive, organized, books on the shelf in alphabetical order, love to shop at the 
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Container Store, count your calories, disciplined person.  But it’s organized disobedience, 
a rigid lovelessness and self-righteousness. 

What do all of you need to do?  You need to repent and look to Jesus.  Jesus was 
the only person who was perfectly obedient all the time for all the right motivations.  
These Israelites had their moments, but time and time again we see that they didn’t listen 
to the word of the LORD.  We likewise will never perfectly obey God.  I missed my 
Bible Reading the last two days.  The only way we can grow in this kind of obedience is 
to first rest in the fact that Christ exemplified it perfectly for us and come to know him 
more deeply. 

In Luke’s “orderly account” (Lk. 1:3) of Jesus’ life we get some interesting 
insights into the kind of person Jesus was.  In Luke 4 we read that “he went to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as 

was his custom.”  As was his custom!  Four very telling words!  Jesus had ordered his life 
around the pattern of Sabbath and every seventh day he was in the synagogue.  It was his 
custom.  His personal life was ordered, but that never got in the way of loving and 
serving people, as we see from his many Sabbath healings.  Perfect, personal organized 

obedience. 
We also see that Jesus was okay with interruptions (interruptions only make sense 

if there’s a routine or a plan).  But Jesus could go with the flow when he needed to, like 
when he was trying to get some time away and a mob of 5,000 people gathered around 
him and “he had compassion on them” (Mk. 6:34).  And he fed them.  But this 
miraculous ministry didn’t throw order out the window.  Luke tells us in Luke 9:14-17 – 
“He said to his disciples, ‘Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’  The 
disciples did so, and everybody sat down.  Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them.  Then he gave them to the disciples 
to set before the people.  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.”  Have you ever noticed how 
organized a scene that was? 

And what about the fact that he chose 12 men to be his apostles?  Have you ever 
thought about that?  Was that just a random choice?  No.  Jesus was being very 
intentional, setting up something bigger than one man.  Remember: Israel had 12 tribes.  
Jesus was reconstituting Israel, a new Israel, the institution of the Church, built on the 
foundation of the apostles.  This Church is his instrument for changing the world over 
millennia. 

Jesus was a man of perfectly organized obedience.  And all of his obedience was 
for us.  His life was building a perfect record to give to us free-spirited failures.  And it 
was his faithfulness in the little things over thirty some years that culminated in his 
biggest, most heroic act of obedience.  Israel doesn’t conquer the Promised Land without 
first being organizationally obedient with the census.  You don’t pull the big one off 
without years of little victories.  And Jesus’ faithful obedience finally made way for the 
greatest victory ever – the Cross, where he finished the detailed plan of redemption, 
taking all of my disobedience on himself and paying the full penalty for it, so that I could 
be in his kingdom.  I have taken God lightly and treated him sloppily.  I deserve to be 
killed and have his wrath fall on me.  But Jesus has absorbed all of God’s wrath toward 
me on the cross! 
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Romans 5:19 – “For just as through the disobedience of the one man [Adam] the 
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man [Jesus] the many 
will be made righteous.”  Jesus’ obedience even unto death is our only hope for 
righteousness.  Knowing that… knowing him frees me from the pressures to perform, the 
crippling guilt that I haven’t done enough, the compulsive desire to prove myself, but 
also from the apathy that doesn’t care, the arrogance that seeks to be a rogue maverick, 
the pride that thinks I’m too important for little things.  So now I now want to obey him, 
even in the organizational obedience, so that I can make his name known. 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 
Benediction 
Paul said to the church in Colossae – “Though I am absent from you in body, I am 
present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith 
in Christ is.”  May the same be said of us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 11, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 
proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 
End notes: 

                                                 
1 Gordon J. Wenham, Numbers: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale OT Commentaries (Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity, 2008[1981]), 16. 
2 Ibid., 9. 
3 James K.A. Smith, “We Believe In Institutions,” in Comment (Fall 2013), 3, 2. 


