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Text 
Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: "'I will 

strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of 

you into Galilee." 33 Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will." 34 "I tell you the 

truth," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." 35 But 

Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the other disciples said the 

same. 36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here 

while I go over there and pray." 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he 

began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the 

point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the 

ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as 

you will." 40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch 

with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. 41 "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The 

spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 42 He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not 

possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done." 43 When he came back, he 

again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more 

and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, 

"Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 

of sinners. 46 Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 

Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and 

the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; 

arrest him." 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. 50 Jesus replied, 

"Friend, do what you came for." Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With 

that, one of Jesus' companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, 

cutting off his ear. 52 "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword 

will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal 

more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 

happen in this way?" 55 At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come 

out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not 

arrest me. 56 But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the 

disciples deserted him and fled. 57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, 

where the teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right 

up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome. 59 The 

chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put 

him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came 

forward 61 and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three 

days.'" 62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to 

him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 "Yes, it 

is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 
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right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes 

and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the 

blasphemy. 66 What do you think?" "He is worthy of death," they answered. 67 Then they spit in his face 

and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, "Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?" 69 

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of 

Galilee," she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. 71 

Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was 

with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" 73 After a little 

while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives 

you away." 74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster 

crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 

Introduction 
 Imagine a scenario with me.  The State Department has just issued a strong 

warning to all U.S. citizens not to travel to a particular country.  But you are an 

adventurous, independent type person and you are planning a trip to go see the world.  

And this country has always intrigued you.  You want to see it and so you go anyway.  

But while you’re there a terrorist group abducts you, puts a bag over your head, and takes 

you to a place where all kinds of unspeakable things happen.  And they make a movie 

with you with a knife to your throat and put it on the internet.  Got the picture? 

 But for some reason President Obama is particularly moved to compassion by 

your plight and he sends Navy SEAL Team 6 in at night at great danger to rescue you and 

bring you back home.  It’s successful!  You’re rescued from sure death as a result of your 

own stubborn decision! 

Now, there’s more, President Obama not only invites you to the White House, he 

tells you that he wants you to come to the Oval Office once a week, on the same day 

every week, to listen to him address you.  He wants to bring you in on what he’s thinking, 

unveil to you pieces of his plan for defeating the terrorists.  A weekly briefing; classified 

information; for you!  What would you do? 

 Now (I feel like I always have to say this), all analogies are incomplete and 

imperfect.  But this is kind of like what Sundays are.  The King of the Universe summons 

all of his redeemed subjects to come hear him address them.  He opens up his heart to 

them and reveals to them his “secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that 

God destined for our glory before time began” (1Cor. 2:7).  Now that’s pretty cool, isn’t 

it?  That’s not something to treat lightly or blow off.  It’s nothing short of amazing. 

 And what God wants to speak with you about this morning is particularly 

thrilling.  It’s not an inspirational pep talk that will boost your self-esteem and send you 

out ready to conquer the world.  Quite the opposite.  But it’s better than that.  It’s unlike 

anything you can hear anywhere else.  More riveting than a TED talk.  More useful than a 

motivational message at McDonald’s University.  More significant than a State of the 

Union address.  It’s humbling, but it’s truly and uniquely good news. 

 We’re looking at a pretty large chunk of Matthew’s Gospel today.  Let me just 

give you the big picture.  We’re looking at this large of a section because it is bracketed 

by Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial in vv. 31 to 35 on the front end and Peter’s denial in 

vv. 69 to 75.  And woven all through it is Peter and the other’s disciples repeatedly 

showing their sin and weakness and imperfection.  Meanwhile, Jesus is the model of 

perfection.  So Jesus is completely innocent, obedient to the Father, prayerful, not angry 
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or impulsive.  Peter (representative of the disciples… and Christians today) is cocky, 

unsympathetic, undisciplined, violent, cowardly, lying, and disloyal.  What’s the point?  

It’s just this: let’s stop kidding ourselves; we’re a mess. 

 This is good news.  We don’t have to pretend, put on a good show, hide things 

and wear ourselves out keeping up or trying to carve out an image.  This isn’t an elite 

group.  There’s no need to appear confident.  Christianity is for losers.  The number one 

apostle and first leader of the Christian church was a complete screw up.  Should we 

expect to be any different?  The whole point of the Gospels is not that Jesus was a great 

leader who inspired his followers to be all they could be.  No.  They were screw-ups.  

And that’s why Jesus died – for them… for us. 

 That’s Christianity.  And that’s the point that comes out so beautifully in this 

passage today.  Herman Ridderbos puts it this way: “The juxtaposition of these two 

stories [Peter’s failure and Jesus’ faithfulness] forms powerful proof that no one other 

than Jesus, not even Peter, could do the work of the Lord’s Suffering Servant….  Jesus 

alone could be faithful; and he won the victory.”
1
  Or another person has put it: “The 

disciples’ disobedience provides a foil that illumines the contrasting obedience of Jesus.”
2
  

Jesus is contrasted with his disciples to show that he’s in a totally different category.  

We’re sinful; he’s perfect.  And he was perfect for us.  And he died for us. 

This is the message of Christianity.  It’s not – “Get yourself together.”  It’s not 

tips for being a better you.  It’s a message of grace.  It’s a divine rescue.  It’s good news.  

It’s breathtaking.  And it’s freeing.  So let’s listen attentively, carefully to this text and in 

short what it says to us is just this: let’s stop kidding ourselves; we’re a mess. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Peter’s Pride 
 So this is a wonderfully constructed narrative and we’re just going to follow it, 

highlighting how it showcases the disciples’ foolishness while maintaining Jesus’ 

impeccability.  First off is Peter’s pride.  They’ve just finished dinner, which as we saw 

last week was a Passover meal that Jesus took and turned into the institution of the Lord’s 

Table.  It’s night and Jesus and the disciples are on or going to the Mt. of Olives just east 

of the Temple Mount. 

So Peter has just come from holy communion, but the significance of it all is 

completely lost on him.  He’s not totally changed.  One of the most holy moments – 

eating the Last Supper with the Lord… and then Peter exhibits such a pompous display of 

arrogance.  Has that ever been your experience?  Leave a powerful church service or a 

moment of deep poignancy almost before you can blink you’re being a jerk? 

 “Jesus told them, ‘This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is 

written: “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”  But 

after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee’” (v. 31).  Jesus is predicting many 

things here.  (1) He’s going to be struck (i.e. die), (2) his disciples are going to abandon 

him and scurry for their own safety, (3) he’s going rise again and be reunited with his 

disciples in Galilee.  Peter in this section is not just an exception, he is representative of 

all the disciples.  They are all going to jet on Jesus, run away in fear.  None of them are 

going to be examples of courage under fire, loyalty, trust in God.  But that’s okay.  Jesus 

knows that. 
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 Peter, as we have seen all throughout Matthew, is the spokesman, the ring-leader, 

the alpha.  So he speaks up right away.  “Peter replied, ‘Even if all fall away on account 

of you, I never will’” (v. 33).  Wow, pretty sure of himself isn’t he?  Pretty confident.  “‘I 

tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘this very night, before the rooster crows, you will 

disown me three times’” (v. 34).  Jesus is realistic.  Jesus knows what Peter’s really made 

of, and it’s not steel, or gold, it’s dust.  “But Peter declared, ‘Even if I have to die with 

you, I will never disown you.’  And all the other disciples said the same” (v. 35). 

 What do you think you’re made of?  Have you ever read a story of someone’s fall 

and felt indignant – “What was he thinking?  How could he ever do that?”  Do you think 

that there are some things that you would just never do, incapable of doing?  You’ve no 

doubt heard Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a 

fall.”  But do you believe it applies to you? 

 Let me ask you parents of kids, before you had children did you ever make any 

rash declarations?  Did you ever look at how other people parented and say, “I will never 

do that?”  Maybe it was, “I’ll never feed them junk food and so they’ll never get a taste 

for it;” or, “I’ll never put them in front of the TV for a long time just to get peace and 

quiet.”  Maybe you thought you’d never lose it with your kids and you’d always 

discipline them with calmness and kindness and read a Scripture verse and pray.  But 

truth be told, here you are now and you often correct your kids’ behavior out of a desire 

for your own comfort (daddy’s watching TV) or out of embarrassment at what their 

acting out says about you or out of a desire simply for control, to be the one in charge 

who’s will is never thwarted.  Or you don’t discipline consistently because you want 

them to like you.  Come on, admit it.  You’re a mess of a parent.  And if you don’t have 

kids, just wait. 

 We all are inclined to have an overinflated estimation of ourselves.  Whatever 

we’re not doing or whatever situation we don’t find ourselves in at the moment we think 

that if we were doing that or we were in that scenario, we would do things better than 

others.  Listen: you are not God’s gift to the world.  “He Himself knows our frame; He is 

mindful that we are but dust” (Ps. 103:14; NASB).  God knows what we’re really made 

of.  And that’s why he sent Jesus. 

 

Peter’s Prayerlessness 

 “Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 

them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’  He took Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee along with him [the inner circle, the three who he took with him to the Mt. of 

Transfiguration and other places (Lk. 8:51)], and he began to be sorrowful and troubled” 

(v. 37).  Think about what Jesus is feeling right now.  He knows what is coming.  Not just 

the physical pain of scourging and crucifixion and not just the relational pain of 

loneliness and abandonment, but the profound pain of becoming sin and bearing the 

infinite punishment of the Father.  It’s impossible to get our minds fully around this, but 

try.  Try to understand what Jesus was going through. 

 “Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 

death” (v. 38a).  Socrates went to his death serene.  Many Christian martyrs since Christ 

have faced death bravely.  So is Jesus less than them?  No.  He’s more.  His emotions are 

completely in tune with reality.  And the reality he is facing was unthinkable.  I crossed 

traffic this week and cut it kind of close with a car and I immediately imagined what it 
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would have been like for my body to be caught and dragged behind this car.  My body 

reacted with a shudder of mini-shock, feeling what this might be like.  And then I 

couldn’t bear the thought anymore and shut it down, it was just a wild imagination.  But 

Jesus stood here facing the horrors of hell and it wasn’t just a nightmare.  It was reality.  

It’s no wonder we read elsewhere that he sweat drops of blood, that there was an intense 

psycho-somatic experience. 

 And all he asked Peter, James, and John is that they stay with him and pray – 

“Stay here and keep watch with me” (v. 38b).  Have you always prayed for people when 

they’ve shared a heavy request and asked you to pray for them? 

 “Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, 

if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will’” (v. 

39).  I wish we could take a lot of time and dig into the implications of Jesus’ prayer, but 

for the sake of getting the bigger picture we can’t.  Suffice it to say that Jesus is the 

perfect pray-er.  He follows his own teaching in the Lord’s Prayer, addressing God as 

Father, he prays for God’s will to be done. 

 Jesus goes to the Father with his grief.  He is honest, yet submissive and trusting.  

Remember, this is late at night.  It’s been a full week.  It’s bed time.  When you’re tired 

and under stress, what comes out of you?  Do you pray?  Do you pray in faith?  Do you 

know the feeling of physical effects of dread?  Sweaty palms, stomach pains, you can’t 

sleep?  How do we usually handle that?  It swells to panic.  We go try to watch TV to 

numb it.  For Jesus he took it to prayer, a level of emotional turmoil we could never 

experience, and he shows how it’s possible to overcome this emotional turmoil through 

prayer.  For me, I get worked up and I try to pray but it doesn’t always result in bringing 

my emotions under control.  I crash and I’m wrecked for a few days trying to catch up.  

Jesus wrestled with God and came out with not a joyless resignation to how things are, 

but an experience of peace that trusts the Father’s heart.  The perfect pray-er. 

 But look at Peter and James and John.  “Then he returned to his disciples and 

found them sleeping.  ‘Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?’ he asked 

Peter.  ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing but 

the flesh is weak’” (vv. 40-41).  That verse is not an excuse to go sin, but an explanation 

that you will sin.  But notice: they were sleeping on Jesus.  What great friends they were.  

Are you a great friend?  I remember at a youth retreat one time in high school my best 

friend was weeping and crying because he was afraid that his girlfriend was pregnant.  I 

remember consoling him and saying something like, “I’ll always be here for you.  I’ll do 

anything it takes.”  I haven’t talked to him since graduation.  And that’s not the only time 

something like this has happened.  But Jesus is the perfect friend, the one who truly lays 

down his life for his friends (Jn. 15:13).  And that’s what he’s doing here. 

 “He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this 

cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done’” (v. 42).  The cup is the 

cup of God’s wrath.  There was no other way for people to be saved.  Did you get that?  

There is no possibility of salvation apart from the substitutionary atonement of Jesus – 

the perfect One dying in the place of sinners as a sacrifice.  That’s how holy God is and 

that’s how serious our sin is.  And yet that’s the plan hatched between the Father and Son 

and the Spirit from eternity past.  Jesus isn’t a victim of child abuse here.  He’s enacting 

the plan he was part of making, a plan to reconcile sinners to the Godhead.  He’s fully 

human, so he feels the weight of it (that was necessary too), but he’s doing it willingly. 
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 And boy did we need it.  “When he came back, he again found them sleeping, 

because their eyes were heavy.  So he left them and went away once more and prayed the 

third time, saying the same thing” (vv. 43-44).  They weren’t good pray-ers.  Are you a 

good pray-er?  Have you ever fallen asleep in prayer?  Been distracted?  The three perfect 

prayers of Jesus here mirror the three denials of Peter coming up.  The whole scene is a 

contrast.  The two brothers who brashly said they could drink the cup Jesus was going to 

drink back in 20:22 can’t even stay awake to pray with Jesus the night before he drank it.  

They’re pretty messed up. 

 By the way, how do we know about these details if the disciples were at a 

distance and asleep?  Well people prayed out loud back then and evidently the three of 

them overheard enough bits to pass down this.  No doubt Jesus’ prayers were much more 

involved than what we have here.  But we get the gist. 

 

Peter’s Impulsiveness 

So we’ve seen Peter’s pride and Peter’s prayerlessness and now in the next scene 

we see Peter’s impulsiveness.  “Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are 

you still sleeping and resting?  Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed 

into the hands of sinners.  Rise, let us go!  Here comes my betrayer!”  Jesus is ready.  His 

hour has come, the hour for which he came into the world.  All around him are sinners, a 

traitor, and even his own closest disciples are derelict in their duties.  He is truly all alone 

in a class all by himself.  And he continues to impress while Peter and the disciples 

continue to show their true colors. 

Judas comes leading the temple police right to where Jesus was.  It was dark.  The 

city was settling into sleep.  Judas had arranged a signal – “The one I kiss is the man; 

arrest him” (v. 48).  Judas greets Jesus as ‘Rabbi’ again and kissed him.  “Jesus replied, 

‘Friend, do what you came for’” (v. 50a).  There’s no venom.  No bitterness.  No fighting 

back. 

“Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him.  With that, one of 

Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high 

priest, cutting off his ear” (vv. 50b-51).  I don’t know why Matthew doesn’t tell us, but 

John tells us – this was Peter!  Peter is a violent man, an angry man, quick to draw the 

sword.  Can you understand Peter’s reaction?  He’s not in tune with God’s way.  He has 

his own plan.  When things don’t go his way, he leaps into action to force things.  Do you 

force things?  Do you get into fights?  I haven’t for awhile.  I use more subtle forms of 

trying to get my way.  But I was reminded of an early childhood memory this week of 

having tilled my garden and planted it and had all the rows nice and neat just how I 

wanted them… and then my little brother walked through it and messed up some of the 

precisely arranged dirt.  I saw red and ran him down, caught up with him on the back 

porch and was on top of him thrashing his body against the concrete steps.  I might have 

killed him if my mom hadn’t stepped in.  I’ll be honest, that control and violence is still 

in me.  Peter had a plan; it wasn’t God’s plan; and when things started to go wrong he 

snapped. 

 Well, Jesus stepped in and put an end to the violence.  He said he could do away 

with his captors with a snap of his finger and the arrival of angels.  He is not the victim of 

circumstances, he is very much in control.  But this is how it has to happen for him to 

save his people.  Scripture must be fulfilled that says it must happen this way (v. 54).  



7 

Jesus clearly wasn’t there to lead a rebellion like most people thought of the Messiah.  He 

was there to die. 

 And then we get the detail that “all the disciples deserted him and fled” in v. 56.  

Jesus’ prediction came true.  These disciples who had said that they would die with him, 

flee in confusion and fear.  And Jesus is left to go with the authorities.  Oh how fickle we 

are. 

 

Peter’s Self-Protectiveness 

 The next scene at the complex of the high priest has much that we could talk 

about.  But I’m going to skip over much of it to draw out the big picture.  Jesus is on trial.  

And Peter is also on trial.  Jesus again demonstrates perfect submission to God’s will and 

lack of bitterness at injustice.  Peter has an epic FAIL. 

 Jesus submits to the ruling authority, the Sanhedrin (a group of 71 Jewish 

leaders), even though they are not acting rightly.  “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 

did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 

shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth” (Is. 53:7).  Except to calmly tell the truth.  

He didn’t get sheepish in acknowledging the truth that he was the Christ, the Son of God, 

the Son of Man who would sit at the right hand of God.  He didn’t deny that; he didn’t 

deny the gospel.  This caused the Jewish leaders to conclude that “he is worthy of death” 

(v. 66). 

 “Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists [but Jesus didn’t 

retaliate].  Others slapped him and said, ‘Prophesy to us, Christ.  Who hit you?” (vv. 67-

68).  The funny thing is that “the mockers have denied that Jesus can prophesy.  

Immediately after their words Matthew records the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy that 

Peter would deny him three times before cockcrow.”
3
 

 Peter had followed Jesus at a distance and stayed outside with the guards and 

servants warming himself at a fire.  There’s some indication of remaining loyalty here.  

While all the others are hiding Peter is following to see what will happen.  But he is not 

strong.  Peter, the rock, crumbles in front of a little girl.  “A servant girl came to him.  

‘You also were with Jesus of Galilee,’ she said.  But he denied it before them all.  ‘I don’t 

know what you’re talking about,’ he said” (vv. 69-70).  What’s going on there?  In a 

word – self-protectiveness.  While Jesus is going to the cross for others, Peter is looking 

out for himself.  Jesus had to go to the cross for us, because we are so self-centered. 

 Self-protection is what’s under the surface.  On the surface, Peter is lying and 

cursing.  Do you ever lie or curse?  “Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl 

saw him and said to the people there, ‘This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.’  He 

denied it again, with an oath: ‘I don't know the man!’  After a little while, those standing 

there went up to Peter and said, ‘Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you 

away.’  Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, ‘I don't 

know the man!’” (vv. 71-74a).  Jesus gave true testimony before Caiaphas (v. 64).  Peter 

bore false witness.  And someone has pointed out the “irony of Jesus’ leading disciple 

failing to follow his master’s teaching about oaths (5:34, 37).”
4
  What a mess Peter is! 

 

Conclusion 

 So we’ve seen Peter’s pride, Peter’s prayerlessness, Peter’s impulsiveness, Peter’s 

self-protectiveness.  Peter, the model disciple, is a mess.  If you’re a Christian, you’re 
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Peter!  Let’s stop kidding ourselves; we’re a mess.  If you’re not a Christian, it 

shouldn’t bother you that we’re a mess.  The Bible isn’t saying that believers will be 

perfect people.  The message of the Bible is that we’re all a mess and we all need Jesus.  

And that’s what Jesus came to do, be perfect for you and then pay the penalty for all your 

sins and screw ups.  That’s the message you need to hear if you’re not a Christian.  And 

that’s the message you need to hear if you are a Christian. 

 One of the things I love about the Bible is what’s called the ‘authenticity criterion 

of embarrassment’.  The Bible takes great pains to tarnish the image of almost every 

solely human figure in it, even the so-called ‘heroes’ of the faith.  It’s interesting that 

Peter was the only disciple in the high priest’s courtyard that night.  So how do we know 

this happened?  “It would seem that Peter himself is the origin of the story.  He knew 

how badly he had fallen, and he confessed it before the church.”
5
  He told on himself.  

What creates that kind of safety?  The gospel!  Jesus succeeding in going to the cross to 

save failures.  The historical record has not been tampered with here, even though it’s 

embarrassing.  So we too can relax and stop falsifying the record to make ourselves look 

stellar. The writers of the NT were okay with embarrassing themselves.  Why?  Because 

they finally got the point – Jesus came to save them because they couldn’t save 

themselves.  There is no sin that you struggle with that you have to conceal from others 

here! 

 Now this doesn’t mean there is no progress in the life of believers, no hope of 

transformation.  I want to be careful here.  There is change.  There is a new life that is at 

work in the born again believer.  Peter himself talks in his second letter about “grow[ing] 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2Pe. 3:18).  Look at 

wimpy Peter here and then compare him with bold Peter testifying to Christ in front of 

great crowds of Jews, some of whom were the players in this scene, just fifty days later.  

That’s the power of the gospel to change people.  But we learn from Galatians 2 that even 

after that Peter was still struggling with people-pleasing.  He stopped eating with certain 

Gentiles after some men came from the Jerusalem church and Paul had to oppose “him to 

his face, because he was clearly in the wrong” (Gal. 2:11).  Isn’t it so kind of God to 

include that detail in Scripture?  Otherwise we might think there is a point in this life that 

we can reach when we no longer need Jesus, but have arrived.  We never arrive.  We are 

always going to be a mess. 

 I think of some of my post-biblical heroes of the faith.  The Reformers: Luther, he 

said some horrible things about the Jews later in his life; Calvin was complicit in the 

burning of a guy named Servetus at the stake; Zwingli, like Peter, took up his sword for 

Jesus and died on the battle field for heaven’s sake.  This doesn’t nullify the message 

they preached.  In fact, it corroborates it.  Nobody can be saved by their own record!  

Jonathan Edwards owned a slave.  John Wesley’s marriage was a disaster.  Francis 

Schaeffer wasn’t a perfect parent.  Let’s stop kidding ourselves; we’re a mess! 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 But you know what?  That’s okay.  Not to excuse the sin, sin is dreadfully serious 

and demands punishment.  But Jesus came to take that punishment for us.  As one 

preacher has put it plainly – “It should comfort us to know that Christianity is for people 

exactly like these weak disciples.”
6
  Jesus hasn’t called us all together here today just to 

tell us, “You stink and you’re a lousy friend.”  He’s gathered us so that we could see 



9 

again how much he loves us.  In this passage we see that Jesus “showed his disciples the 

depth of his love: when not another human being stood with him, their Lord nevertheless 

continued in the Father’s plan to save them.”
7
 

 The last part of today’s passage; proud Peter has just been humbled: “Immediately 

a rooster crowed.  Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: ‘Before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times.’  And he went outside and wept bitterly” 

(vv. 74b-75).  Peter came to see what was really in him, that he wasn’t this great man.  

And he wept.  This is repentance.  It’s not despair.  2 Corinthians 7:10 says, “Godly 

sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow 

brings death.”  We know Peter had godly sorrow because of the rest of the Bible.  He 

didn’t end in despair like Judas.  He didn’t give up his faith.  Get this: Peter was with the 

other disciples the very next Sunday and got to meet with Jesus and eat with Jesus (Lk. 

24:34, 40-43). 

 That’s what Sundays are!  Not times to parade our own righteousness, to feel 

good about ourselves because we’re doing our duty or we’re different than the big, bad 

world out there.  But times to repent and remember how amazing Jesus is.  To experience 

his grace and eat with him at his Table.  Acknowledge that you’re messed up.  Stop 

pretending.  Stop trying to cover it up with deceit or good deeds.  Weep for your sin that 

denies a holy God and drives his Son to the cross.  But don’t wallow there.  Look to Jesus 

in wonder and worship.  It’s all about him. 

 I read something recently in a book directed to pastors that puts words well to 

what I often feel, but also demonstrates well godly sorrow and the point of all this and so 

I think you can all relate.  As I read be inserting your own shortcomings and sins.  The 

author writes about his ministry: 

 

I have dominated when I should have listened.  I have controlled what I 

should have given to others.  I have been defensive when I desperately 

needed rebuke.  I have resisted help when I should have been crying out 

for it.  I have been too full of my own opinion and too dismissive of the 

perspective of others.  I have paraded my stuff for the approval of others.  

I am sad as I reflect on my many years of ministry, but I am not 

depressed….  In love, he has worked to dent and deface my glory so that 

his glory would be my delight.  He has plundered my kingdom so that his 

kingdom would be my joy.  And he has crushed my crown under his feet 

so that I would quest to be a good ambassador and not crave to be a king.
8
 

 

So to answer the title of this sermon, “Why did Jesus die?”  Because we are 

profoundly and deeply messed up!  But praise him that he willingly and flawlessly went 

to the cross for us.  What a Savior! 

 

Benediction 
“What a wretched lot we are!  Who will rescue us from these bodies of death?  Thanks be 

to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 2, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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