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Text 
When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 "As you know, the Passover is 

two days away-- and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified." 3 Then the chief priests and the 

elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they 

plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. 5 "But not during the Feast," they said, "or there may 

be a riot among the people." 6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the 

Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his 

head as he was reclining at the table. 8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this 

waste?" they asked. 9 "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." 

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing 

to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12 When she poured 

this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is 

preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her." 14 Then one of the 

Twelve-- the one called Judas Iscariot-- went to the chief priests 15 and asked, "What are you willing to 

give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. 16 From then on Judas 

watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

 

Introduction 
 How do you not get bored with me as a preacher?  Let’s face it, anybody can get 

boring, especially someone like me who’s already a little boring to begin with!  Maybe 

some of you are relatively new to Immanuel and perhaps my ‘style’ is still intriguing to 

you… or maybe it’s not!  But some of you have been coming for awhile and if you 

haven’t felt tired of my worn out phrases or limited vocabulary or predictable delivery yet 

you will at times.  I will try not to fall into a rut, but really what will keep you from 

growing bored with the preaching at your church is not the preacher reinventing himself 

or improving in his ‘craft’.  It is you maturing to the point that you can increasingly listen 

to the preacher and not hear him, but hear the Word of God.  Don’t listen to me.  Listen 

for God’s voice through me (even despite me), because the Bible will never get boring.  

God is not lacking in personality. 

 If you’re not a Christian and you think the Bible is boring, is it possible that it’s 

not really the Bible but what you’ve been lead to believe the Bible is saying?  Have you 

really give the Bible a fair hearing? 

And if you are a believer, you know what I’m talking about, right?  A passage that 

you’ve read 100 times always rewards another closer look.  It’s an inexhaustible treasure.  

Me: I can be cliché.  But as I preach, get serious about looking intently at the text with 

me.  What I’ve been doing is meditating all week on a passage of Scripture.  It never fails 
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to excite me.  What you need to do is join with me in that meditation as I take out a gem 

from the treasure box and hold it up for you to look at from several different angles.  My 

meditation is not exhaustive.  It is simply a start and a guide, a catalyst, a means.  

Hopefully it sparks in you an interest and you too begin to peer at and examine God’s 

truth and in that process encounter the living God. 

You will not be disappointed when you pay careful attention to God’s Word.  If 

you’re not listening to the sermons that way, no matter how ‘good’ I am at 

communicating or holding people’s attention, you will eventually be disappointed.  So 

don’t come on Sundays wondering what Nathan is going to say, but anticipate what God 

is going to say to you through a sustained engagement with his revealed Word. 

So there’s a little tip on listening to sermons before we actually get into the 

sermon.  By the way, this means that if a sermon is not in some way an exposition of the 

Bible it’s not a sermon, it’s just a talk.  Talks can be okay in their right place, but not 

here.  Who really cares what some person has to say?  But God has spoken! 

So let’s dig in to what he has to say.  Matthew 26:1-16.  And as we do, in short, 

what we’re going to see today is just this: Jesus is the one thing worth everything. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Prediction & Plot 

 So here we come.  70 sermons in Matthew so far and we are finally getting close 

to the climax of the story.  The climax, the main point of this account of Jesus is not his 

teaching.  Christianity is not, first and foremost, about following the teachings of Christ.  

It’s about something Christ did, accomplished in time and space for us and our salvation.  

Several times throughout Matthew we’re given an extended section of Jesus’ teaching 

and when that comes to a close there is a refrain like “when Jesus had finished these 

sayings…” (7:28; cf. 11:1; 13:53: 19:1).  Well here in v. 1 we have that formula again, 

with the addition of the word ‘all’.  “When Jesus had finished saying all these things…” 

(v. 1a).  That means the teaching is over, but the real stuff is just beginning, the real stuff 

that makes Jesus utterly unique, not just a famous, provocative teacher but a Savior.  This 

is the real stuff of what makes Jesus Jesus. 

 “When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, ‘As you 

know, the Passover is two days away…’” (vv. 1-2a).  Passover was the annual 

commemoration for the Hebrew people of their divine rescue from Egypt under Moses.  

You can read about it in the OT in Exodus 12.  It was the defining moment for the nation.  

God brought judgment on the whole land but spared the Israelites who slaughtered a lamb 

and put its blood above their doorposts.  Judgment passed over those safe inside behind 

the blood of the lamb.  This backdrop will be huge for understanding the events about to 

take place.  So Passover was the reason that Jesus and his disciples had trekked down 

from Galilee to Jerusalem and the kickoff of the festival was roughly 48 hours away. 

But the ultimate reason that Jesus came to Jerusalem this year was not just to 

celebrate a past event, but to enact something new, something that the Passover was just a 

pointer to.  Jesus was coming to Jerusalem at Passover time for a very specific purpose.  

And that purpose was to die, in a very specific way.  “The Passover is two days away – 

and the Son of Man [Jesus’ favorite way of referring to himself] will be handed over to 

be crucified” (v. 2).  This is a deep irony, an irony that contains within it the key to 
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salvation.  The Son of Man is a reference to a passage in the OT – Daniel 7 – describing a 

highly exalted, divine figure.  Just a few verses earlier (as we saw last week) Jesus uses 

this term in his description of his Second Coming – “When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory” (25:31).  

But here the Son of Man is used in Jesus’ description of his impending death.  The lofty 

and glorious Son of Man will die a humiliating death.  If you understand this irony you 

understand the utter beauty of Christianity.  What we’re coming up to in Matthew is none 

other than “When Christ, the mighty Maker died, For man the creature’s sin.” 

Jesus has been saying that he was going to be killed all along – 16:21, 17:23, 

20:18-19.  He says it again here.  And even in these few short words we get a very 

specific prediction.  “He will be handed over” implies a betrayal.  “Crucified” indicates 

that it will be a death as a criminal, at the hands of the Romans (that was their preferred 

method of capital punishment).  And this is how it happens.  Jesus is not caught by 

surprise in Jerusalem.  His death isn’t a botched messianic attempt.  His death is precisely 

the crux of his messianic plan, planned in detail ahead of time.  Jesus is in complete 

control of things; purposeful, not caught up in forces beyond him. 

Then in v. 3 we are told the detail that “the chief priests and the elders of the 

people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they 

plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him.  ‘But not during the Feast,’ they said, 

‘or there may be a riot among the people’” (vv. 3-5).  The first thing I want us to notice is 

just how far this is from once upon a time in a land far far away – which is how many 

people today view the claims of Christianity.  We’re talking about historical events here.  

Caiaphas is a well attested historical figure who held the title High Priest for 18 years, 

during a time when many High Priests came and went quickly, meaning he was a very 

politically shrewd man who made it in good with the Romans.  The word ‘sly’ is a good 

one that describes the tricky nature of getting rid of a popular Galilean during a time 

when the city was flooded with pilgrims from the north.  So as we read this we must 

realize that this is describing extremely accurately historical events and historical forces. 

It’s also describing something that is relatable.  This is how power works, it 

corrupts and it controls.  We see it in modern day Syria with Assad killing thousands of 

his own people.  It’s not far-fetched. 

It’s also describing something spiritual.  This is how human beings are.  We are 

resistant to God, we seek to suppress him and box him out of our lives.  We have a great 

capacity for evil. 

But here’s the most important thing to notice: the prediction precedes the plot.  

Matthew puts Jesus’ prediction of his death before the leaders’ plot to kill him in order to 

underscore the fact that this is not just or even primarily their evil doing.  God is going to 

use this great evil for the greatest good.  It’s been his plan hatched before the creation of 

the world.  It makes me think of Acts 4:27 – “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met 

together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your 

holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  They did what your power and will had decided 

beforehand should happen.”  Jesus is going to die at the hands of sinful men, for sinful 

men.  Astounding! 

 

Anointed 
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 Now in what follows we see two different people and their response to Jesus’ 

impending death.  Nobody fully understood its full significance at this time, but the 

woman described in vv. 6-13 comes as close as anyone.  Both she and Judas begin to see 

it coming and they respond in two totally different ways.  Let’s look first at the woman. 

 “While Jesus was in Bethany…” (v. 6a).  Notice that this story is not given a 

specific time stamp.  It doesn’t have to be read to have happened the same day Jesus 

made his prediction, which was two days before Passover.  In fact, the Gospel writers 

often arrange things topically that aren’t precisely chronological.  Here it seems that 

Matthew included this story because it went with the theme of Jesus’ impending death.  

But John tells the same story in John 12 and he puts a time stamp on it; he places it six 

days before the Passover.  So what that means is that this is telling about a meal that 

happened in Bethany, a suburb of Jerusalem, the day before his Triumphal Entry. 

 In fact, this story is found in three of the four Gospels: here in Matthew 26, in 

John 12, and also in Mark 14.  There’s a similar story of an anointing of Jesus by a 

woman found in Luke but the differences are significant.  That story is describing 

another, earlier event that happened up in Galilee.  But we can learn a lot by comparing 

the three accounts we have of this event. 

 Matthew tells us that it was in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper.  

Now he couldn’t have been a leper still for lepers did not host dinner parties.  He had to 

have been cured of leprosy and the best assumption is that Jesus had healed him earlier 

and now this man was part of the proto-Jesus community – a group of people who had 

had their lives touched profoundly by Jesus. 

 And after that detail Matthew tells us that “a woman came to him with an 

alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was 

reclining at the table” (v. 7).  An unnamed woman broke open probably her greatest 

treasure to anoint Jesus, the Christ.  Mark tells us that this was worth about a year’s wage.  

Think about what you make in a year.  Who would you have over for dinner and break 

out a bottle of wine for that cost that much money?  What does it mean?  At the very least 

this shows a recognition of Jesus’ worth and a costly display of devotion. 

 But John gives us a lot more information.  First off, he tells us that this woman is 

named Mary.  Mary of Mary and Martha.  Mary, the sister of Lazarus.  They lived in 

Bethany.  They were very close to Jesus.  I’ve benefited greatly by doing some detective 

work this week on who this woman, Mary, was.  She’s actually given a lot of play time in 

the Gospels, more than many of the twelve disciples.  She’s clearly an important figure.  

What was she like?  Why is she so notable?  Let’s look into it more deeply.  Turn in your 

Bible’s to John 12. 

 It’s there that we see the woman named very specifically as Mary.  And there we 

read that she anointed, not just Jesus’ head, but also his feet and dried them with her hair.  

This was a very intimate display of affection.  Head to toe.  Intriguing.  Who was this 

Mary?  Was she some kind of kook?  Who does this?  Notice in v. 2 the detail that 

“Martha served.”  Martha is Mary’s sister and she is busy setting and clearing the table, 

preparing the food.  Where’s Mary?  At Jesus feet.  Have we seen this before?  Yes we 

have.  Turn to Luke 10, starting at v. 38. 

 This is one of my favorite scenes from the Gospels.  Jesus and his disciples, 

earlier in his ministry, are staying at the house of Mary and Martha.  Where is Mary?  She 

“sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said” (Lk. 10:39).  Mary is right there with the 
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disciples and she’s spellbound at the teaching of Jesus, captivated.  Meanwhile, Martha is 

bouncing around a bit stressed out, “distracted by all the preparations that had to be 

made.  She came to [Jesus] and asked, ‘Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to 

do the work by myself?  Tell her to help me!’” (Lk. 10:40).  You can kind of hear a bit of 

sibling bickering here.  But the lesson is profound.  You can be busy working for Jesus, 

doing, doing, doing, worn out, stressed out, and missing out on what Jesus really has for 

you – to sit at his feet and receive his words of life.  Jesus replies to Martha that Mary 

had “chosen what is better.”  “Only one thing is needed” (Lk. 10:42) and that is to be 

entranced with Jesus and not engrossed in your own work, ostensibly done for Jesus, but 

work that produces in you a bitterness towards those who aren’t doing as much as you. 

 Mary is a model picture of what the life of a Christian should look like.  She was 

at his feet, a posture of full submission.  She was at rest in Jesus’ presence.  She loved 

him.  She wasn’t easily worried or worked up.  This is the picture of a mature disciple – 

someone thoroughly lost in wonder at Jesus, not necessarily someone working 

themselves into a frenzy of service.  Now, wonder at Jesus will result in sacrificial 

service, but it will be done in a different attitude.  “Whoever believes will not be in haste” 

(Is. 28:16; ESV).  Are you in haste?   

So service for the Lord is to be done in a different attitude and it won’t be done at 

the expense of intimacy with the Lord.  How easy it is to get so busy, even doing the 

things we know for certain God has called us to do, and not pray, not linger over the 

Bible, not rest under God’s smile.  Have you ever gotten into a go mode when to take a 

few minutes in the morning to slow down and sit at the Lord’s feet and hear his words 

and express our devotion to him seems like… well… a waste of time?  Yeah…  An 

analogy that came to mind is of a marriage.  How easy it is in marriage to get caught up 

in the busyness of life.  Especially once you have kids your life can get crazy – constant 

cleaning up, making meals, baths, bed times, pick up from the bus stop…  And it’s easy 

for couples in the midst of the doing everything that needs to be done to slip into sort of 

just becoming, not lovers, but co-parents.  Anybody know what I mean?  And it’s so 

important in that relationship to have down time, cuddle time, talk time, *ahem* time.  

And you have to be intentional, because it can so easily get crowded out.  And it’s the 

same in a Christian’s life with the Lord.  The relationship, the intimacy, the fellowship, 

the communion suffers and gets squeezed out.  Mary, though, models someone who 

didn’t do that.  She maintained intimacy with the Lord. 

And that phrase shouldn’t sound too sappy.  Sure it can be abused, and often is.  I 

don’t read the junk that’s in most Christian bookstores that’s about dating Jesus or 

something like that and I don’t recommend it.  Remember, we’re dealing with stuff that is 

historical, real, objective facts, not existentialism and experiences that are content-less, 

non-rational, and incapable of being related in verbal propositions.  But we are talking 

about a real Person who is really there and has truly communicated and thus we are 

talking about a relationship.  There is objective union with Christ that results in 

subjective communion with him.  And Mary is an extremely helpful display of what that 

looks like. 

Let’s look at another occasion where we get insight into Mary.  Turn to John 11.  

Here a man named Lazarus is deathly ill.  We’re told that Mary is his sister and in v. 2 

that “this Mary…was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet 

with her hair.  The whole story is a massive window into the emotional life of our Lord.  
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He loved Lazarus (Jn. 11:3).  And, it’s obvious, his sisters too.  Well, for reasons that I’ll 

save for another sermon, Jesus stays back and lets Lazarus die and then he goes to 

Bethany. 

When he arrives Lazarus is already in the tomb four days and everyone is 

mourning.  Verse 20 – When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 

but Mary remained seated in the house” (ESV).  Again, she is not wound up and hyper, 

but has stilled and quieted her soul (cf. Ps. 131).  After an interchange, Martha went back 

and privately told Mary that the Teacher was here and asking for her specifically.  Then 

what does Mary do?  “She got up quickly and went to him” (v. 29).  She obeys right 

away with eagerness.  And when she finds him where does she go?  She fell at his feet (v. 

32).  This seems to be a favorite place of Mary’s – at Jesus’ feet.  She expresses her 

sorrow and questions, but the picture is one of intense affection – Mary for Jesus, but also 

Jesus for Mary.  Jesus is deeply moved. 

So this is the kind of person Mary was.  This was the kind of intimacy Mary had 

for and with Jesus.  And incidentally, someone like Mary leads a lot of people to the Lord 

– “Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what [Jesus] did, 

believed in him” (Jn. 11:45; ESV).  It’s contagious. 

Now let’s turn back to our passage in Matthew 26 and continue.  Matthew tells us 

how this woman poured out her perfume on Jesus.  Now the disciples, and John tells us 

that Judas was the spokesperson, but all of the disciples are outraged.  “When the 

disciples saw this, they were indignant.  ‘Why this waste?’ they asked.  ‘This perfume 

could have been sold at a high price and the money give to the poor’” (vv. 8-9).  What are 

the disciples like here?  They are a bit obtuse; the moment is lost on them.  Why?  They 

are still in hyper-active accomplish mode.  They are a bit like Martha.  There’s ministry 

that could be done with that money!  People to help, programs to fund!  This is wasteful!  

There’s no time for this; there’s stuff to do. 

But what does Jesus think?  “Aware of this, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you 

bothering this woman?  She has done a beautiful thing to me’” (v. 10).  What Mary has 

done here is held up as a beautiful thing.  This is the one thing necessary.  Even more 

important than ministry.  This is what it means to really know and enjoy Christ.  It is to 

know that your productivity does not come into play in the relationship.  I’m not sure 

exactly who said it, but I’ve seen the quote (usually in seminary brochures) that if the 

Lord gave me three years to serve him I would spend the first two in preparation.  But 

isn’t that a waste?  Isn’t it a waste to spend time in prayer, in study, when there are so 

many lost people going to hell? 

Watchman Nee, the 20
th

 century Chinese Christian leader who spent the last 

fifteen years of so of his life in prison, wrote the final chapter of his most famous book, 

The Normal Christian Life, on this story of the woman who broke the alabaster jar over 

Jesus.  He said: 

 

“Do you not see the need around?  Why don’t you do something?  

It is a waste of time, a waste of energy, a waste of money, a waste of 

everything, just sitting here and doing nothing!” 

But no, brethren, that is not the first thing with the Lord.  He wants 

you and me to be used, certainly.  God forbid that I should preach 

inactivity, or seek to justify a complacent attitude to the world’s need.  As 
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Jesus himself says here, “the gospel shall be preached throughout the 

whole world.”  But the question is one of emphasis…. 

What, then, is the secret?  Clearly it is this, that in approving 

Mary’s action at Bethany, the Lord Jesus was laying down one thing as a 

basis of all service: that you pour out all you have, your very self, unto 

him; and if that should be all he allows you to do, that is enough…. 

We could labor and be used to the full; but the Lord is not so 

concerned about our ceaseless occupation in work for him.  That is not his 

first object.  The service of the Lord is not to be measured by tangible 

results.  No, my friends, the Lord’s first concern is with our position at his 

feet and our anointing of his head….  Often enough the giving to him will 

be in tireless service, but he reserves to himself the right to suspend the 

service for a time, in order to discover to us whether it is that, or himself, 

that holds us.
1
 

 

Now some of you are complacent right now because you’re not experiencing the 

Lord’s worth; either you’ve never known it or you’ve forgotten.  And some of you are 

frazzled and indignant right now because again you have lost touch with the Lord you are 

serving.  This is generally my struggle.  It results in burn-out.  It makes me angry, 

prideful.  Most of all it results in a loss of communion with the Lord: prayer is dry and 

rote, the Bible is boring because it’s not really studied for an encounter with the radical 

grace of God, but seen as a list of chores or a text to use to write a sermon or a paper.  

Are we wasteful in our relationship with the Lord?  It’s a beautiful thing, Jesus says. 

What does it mean to get ‘wasted’, like at a party?  It means to drink to the point 

that you lose all inhibition, you totally let go, you hold nothing back.  But when you get 

‘wasted’ like this inevitably there are drawbacks, like waking up the next morning with a 

hangover or having made a fool of yourself.  And the despair that drives you to 

drunkenness comes right back.  What about when you waste your money on an impulse 

buy, what is that?  You get in your head that a new entertainment center or a new kitchen 

will really make you happy and so you go out and blow a lot of money on this thing and 

you know what?  After the initial thrill of newness wears off you realize that this thing 

can’t make you happy.  It wasn’t really worth it.  You were irresponsible and wasted your 

money and now you have buyer’s remorse. 

 But you see with Jesus that doesn’t happen.  You can truly let go and not be let 

down.  Jesus is the one thing worth everything.  You won’t regret anything you give in 

love and adoration to him.  Wasting yourself on Jesus is selling all you have to buy a 

field with a treasure in it.  It’s relinquishing all of your self to be used for him.  It’s giving 

all of yourself in pursuit of him.  It’s recognizing Jesus as worthy of everything and 

enjoying that.  It’s a beautiful thing. 

But let’s push in a little more.  Why?  What is it that inspired Mary’s love and 

devotion?  What will keep you enchanted with him?  Jesus says, “The poor you will 

always have with you…” which is probably an allusion to Dt. 15:11 and is not an excuse 

to not seek poverty alleviation.  It is rather a statement that there will always be 

opportunities for ministry; they never end.  It’s also I think right to assume from this that 

Jesus expected his followers to be living among poor people, with them; not insulated 

from them.  In fact, those with needs should be inside the community. 
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“But,” Jesus said, “you will not always have me” (v. 11).  What’s this?  This is a 

reference again to Jesus’ coming death.  Jesus explains, “When she poured this perfume 

on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial” (v. 12).  What does that mean?  James 

Boice says, “The only way to appreciate what she did is to recognize that she alone of all 

the followers of Jesus understood that he was about to give his life for us on the cross.”
2
  

She knew what was coming.  She knew that if Jesus said he was going to be crucified that 

meant he would be killed as a criminal and that meant there would not likely be a proper 

burial as so she symbolically anointed him for burial ahead of time.  She was not appalled 

or opposed to this.  Even though she no doubt didn’t understand all of it, she knew it was 

necessary for Jesus’ mission.  And this made her love him.  The radical cost of Jesus’ 

love for her – his coming death – produced the costly display of her love for him. 

 This is the key.  It’s always the key.  Apart from the amazing display of God’s 

self-sacrifice for sinners, the command to love God, to make his glory your chief end 

only further incites our sinful natures and makes us rebel.  It is all about God, all about 

his glory, wasting ourselves on him because he is worthy, but the greatest thing about 

God, the apex of his glory, the crown of his worth is that he is merciful, not just vaguely, 

but specifically in the cross.  And that’s the only motivation for such love. 

 Listen, if you’re not a Christian we’re not just telling you submit to Christ and 

make your life all about him.  We’re saying look at Christ and see what he’s done.  If you 

are – you’ve seen the logic of the cross and you’ve felt the love, you’ve been baptized 

and joined the church – but you’ve been playing it conservative with Jesus, you’ve grown 

complacent or burnt out, your relationship with him doesn’t often resemble Mary’s then 

you don’t just need to see Mary and compare yourself to her and feel bad and try harder.  

You need to see Jesus again.  When we’re reluctant to give or give up something for 

Jesus, that means we have lost sight of the cost he has paid for us.  What has he given up.  

I love Richard Sibbes’ advice from the year 1630 – “When we feel ourselves cold in 

affection and duty, the best way is to warm ourselves at this fire of his love and mercy in 

giving himself for us.”
3
  That’s what stirred Mary’s lavish affections for Jesus.  That’s the 

only thing that will stir ours. 

 Finally, Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached 

throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her” (v. 13).  

This gospel… what gospel?  The gospel that includes the death of Christ for sins.  It will 

be preached in all the world, a prophecy we are seeing unfold before our very eyes (cf. 

24:14).  But why is it so important that this story got told right along with the gospel (and 

it has, right?  It’s included in Matthew, Mark, and John).  “Why?”  Watchman Nee 

answers, “Because he intends that the preaching of the Gospel should issue something 

along the very lines of the action of Mary here, namely, that people should come to him 

and waste themselves on him.  This is the result that he is seeking.”
4
  In other words, to 

give us a picture of what the preaching of the gospel will produce – people who know 

that Jesus is the one thing worth everything. 

 

Judas 
Really quickly, what about Judas?  In vv. 14-16 we’re told of how he became the 

informant in the chief priests’ and elders’ sly plan.  He went to them and asked, “What 

are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” (v. 15a).  They needed an insider 

that could tip them off to a time and place where they could arrest Jesus away from the 
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presence of the crowds.  “So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver coins.  From 

then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over” (vv. 15b-16).  Thirty pieces 

of silver was the value placed on a slave as recorded in Exodus 21:32. 

It seems that Judas saw where things were headed.  Jesus wasn’t acting like a 

revolutionary.  It looked like he might even die.  It’s mostly speculation to attribute 

motives to Judas’ betrayal and there are a lot of proposals.  But I think it’s safe to say that 

Judas seems to have seen Jesus’ death coming and found it disappointing and sold him 

for cheap.  Mary showed that she knew Jesus’ death was coming and found it amazing 

and it made her love him with extravagance. 

Judas didn’t see Jesus as the one thing worth everything.  He didn’t understand 

the cross and saw it as a complete waste.  And thus he lost interest and saw no need for 

Jesus.  And where did it lead Judas?  To hang himself.  It’s a sad picture of what happens 

when God is dead, man is cheap, and eventually all ends in despair.  This is the 

alternative to recognizing the worth of Christ displayed in his death.  It is not a beautiful 

thing; it is a loss of beauty, a loss of an ability to recognize beauty; it leads to ugliness.  If 

you haven’t found Christ to be the one thing worth everything then what really do you 

have to live for? 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Some of you may be where Judas was.  God is beckoning you towards something 

truly beautiful today.  Some of you may have had some Mary moments recently, but my 

guess is that most of us find ourselves with Martha.  But what did Jesus do with Martha 

when she had a chip on her shoulder that Mary wasn’t pulling her weight?  He engaged 

her – “Martha, Martha” (Lk. 10:41).  When she ran to him frantic because her brother had 

died what did he do?  Push her aside and say, “Where’s Mary?”  No.  He gently led her to 

himself as the answer to death. 

We find ourselves so often with the other eleven disciples, the ones in between 

Mary and Judas.  We get consumed with whether we’re living for Christ that we forget 

about living in Christ.  We struggle to rest in the gospel, find joy there, be turned to 

worship.  We often find other things more valuable than him.  Our communion with 

Christ is inconsistent.  We suffer from awe amnesia at the cross.  But does Jesus give up 

on the disciples?  No.  He continues to go to the cross for them.  And in the very next 

passage we see him giving them the Lord’s Table as a constant reminder of his costly 

love for them. 

Every week he calls us back to the cross.  He gives us his word and then he seals 

it with the bread and wine portraying to us the body that was broken and the blood that 

was shed for us.  He paid the ultimate price.  He gave up everything to purchase you for 

himself.  G.K. Chesterton said, “We are perishing for want of wonder, not for want of 

wonders.”  The greatest wonder is the cross of Christ.  Don’t scoff at it as something 

cheap.  Repent of your stinginess with God and trust that he will use this to reinstate the 

capacity for wonder in you.  And then spend this time singing to him and may this house 

be filled with the fragrance of our offering. 
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Benediction 
May you grow in wonder at the crucifixion of Christ and as a result may the life you live 

in the body, be lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved you and gave himself for you. 

(Gal. 2:20) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 18, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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