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Text 
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly 

glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 

gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 

and you came to visit me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 

or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40 "The 

King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 

for me.' 41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and 

you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 44 "They also will answer, 

'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 

not help you?' 45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, 

you did not do for me.' 46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 

 

Introduction 
 We come in our journey on Sunday mornings through the book of Matthew to the 

end of chapter 25 and the end of Jesus’ teaching.  After this parable it’s all an account of 

the events surrounding Jesus’ death. 

 Technically this is not a parable, but rather a straightforward description of what 

will happen at the return of Christ utilizing the metaphor of sheep and goats.  Jesus is 

talking very clearly about the final judgment, the theme of the past few weeks.  Last week 

we looked at the Parable of the Talents and not coming to the end of our lives and having 

wasted them.  The week before was the Parable of the Ten Virgins and not being caught 

by surprise at Christ’s return.  The week before that was the tricky chapter 24 and the 

intertwining of the future destruction of Jerusalem (which happened in 70 A.D.) and the 

future destruction of this world (which we still await at the return of Christ).  Do you 

think Jesus is coming back and we should be ready?  That seems to be the belabored 

point, and if it’s true it’s a point worth belaboring. 

 Does anyone remember what we looked at in chapter 23?  That was when Jesus 

showed the Pharisees – the people who really thought they were keeping the law – that 
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they were law breakers.  And before that at the end of chapter 22 do you remember what 

was there?  Jesus’ teaching that the Law can be summed up with love God with all 

you’ve got and love your neighbor as yourself, but we can’t perfectly do this that’s why 

we need a Savior with a capital S. 

 Well, in a sense, the Parable of the Talents (last week) was talking about loving 

God, using whatever opportunities and abilities you’ve been given to bring glory to him.  

This next passage we’re looking at today is talking about loving your neighbor, living a 

life that is marked by tangible expressions of care for others.  The point is that when you 

have genuinely encountered the grace of God at the core of your being, and only then (!), 

you will find at the end of your life that there will be some record of some level of 

actually loving God and loving others.  That’s what this is saying. 

 This section (vv. 31-46) is sober and sometimes perplexing.  It describes a final 

judgment that involves an evaluation of whether you fed the hungry and clothed the 

naked and took care of the sick and visited the prisoner.  And so you might be caused to 

wonder: does this teach that you really are saved by what you do?  And another question 

you may have as you read this is: is this a proof-text for a form of what’s been called the 

‘social gospel’ – the idea that what Jesus really was about and wanted his followers to be 

about was addressing social injustices.  Those are big and important questions that if we 

take this passage seriously we must grapple with. 

 We will explore all of these questions and more, but let me just tell you up front 

what we’re going to see and then we’ll unpack that.  In short, what we’re going to find 

taught in this text today is just this: how you are related to Jesus’ people indicates how 

you are related to Jesus… and that determines your final destiny.  But we’ve got 

some work to do so… 

 

…let’s pray… 
 

Overview of Text 

 First off, let’s do a quick flyover of this passage with a few comments to get the 

big picture.  Verse 31 – “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.”  This is a description that draws on 

a lot of OT language, especially Daniel.  But it’s describing something pretty literally that 

is going to happen.  Jesus is coming again.  God the Son came in the first century and 

took on human flesh, living among us.  He came “into the world [not] to condemn the 

world, but to save the world” (Jn. 3:17).  Or as I heard one person put it: He did not come 

to earth to crack the whip but to receive the whip,
1
 as we will see in the weeks ahead in 

Matthew.  So he came in lowliness, in humility, to make a way for salvation. 

 And Jesus accomplished just that through his death and resurrection.  He then 

ascended into heaven, sent his Spirit upon his followers to enable them to preach the 

gospel of the kingdom in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then once that 

has happened he said the end will come (cf. 24:14).  And in the end, when he comes 

again, it will not be meek and lowly, as a baby, suffering, rejected, but in power and 

awesome glory.  Look at the description again – “When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory” (v. 31). 

 And “all the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 

one from another” (v. 32a).  Every person that has ever lived from every part of the earth 
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will be brought before Jesus.  You won’t be able to escape it.  And there will be a 

separation.  There is a great antithesis in this world.  Don’t be fooled by smooth talkers 

that always seem to muddle things and talk about the relativity of truth.  A is A and if you 

have A it is not non-A.  There really are such things as absolutes.  And there really are 

two destinies that await everyone and there will be a distinction that is made. 

Jesus uses a simile to picture it – “as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left” (vv. 32b-33).  It would 

have been a helpful illustration for the people at the time because it was common practice 

among shepherds to graze their sheep and goats together during the day, but then to 

separate the species at night since goats were more sensitive to cold.  Even though you 

don’t live on a farm, you can still get the point.  At the end there will be a stark 

distinction made. 

 Verses 34 to 36 record Jesus’ words to the sheep, to those on his right (right being 

culturally understood as the place of prominence and blessing).  His words begin with the 

inviting word, “Come!”  They are welcomed into paradise.  And Jesus cites specific 

behavior of theirs saying they feed him when he was hungry, gave him something to 

drink when he was thirsty, invited him in when he was a stranger, clothed him when he 

was naked, nursed him when he was sick, and visited him when he was in prison. 

 In verses 37-39 these sheep, these ones on the right hand, these being welcomed 

into heaven ask when they did these things to Jesus and Jesus replies that when they did it 

to “one of the least of these brothers of [his], [they] did it for [him]” (v. 40). 

 Then verses 41 to 43 record Jesus’ words to the goats, to those on his left and his 

words begin with the horrific command, “Depart from me!”  So “Come” to the sheep, but 

“Go away” to the goats.  And Jesus cites the lack of the very same specific behavior in 

their lives. 

 These goats, these ones on the left hand, these being prevented from entering 

heaven ask when they failed to do these things to Jesus and Jesus replies that when they 

did not do these things to “the least of these” they were disregarding Jesus (v. 45). 

 And verse 46 sums it all up – “Then they [the group that failed to do those things] 

will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”  This is probably 

the most stark, sobering, clear description in all the Gospels of what’s eternally at stake.  

There is a real hell.  Real people will go there.  The mirror structure of this section makes 

it clear that this is not simply annihilation or ceasing to exist, but that just as the life is 

unending for the righteous, so the punishment is unending for those who fail the test. 

Hell is unfathomable.  The descriptions we get of it in Scripture are not extremely 

detailed and they use metaphors.  In v. 41 here hell is described as “eternal fire.”  In the 

Parable of the Talents just before this in v. 30 hell is described as “darkness.”  Literally 

speaking you can’t have fire and darkness.  That doesn’t mean that hell isn’t literal.  

These are metaphors but that doesn’t make it less severe but more; words and images 

can’t fully capture the horror.  I don’t want to dwell here too much, partly because 

psychologically it is impossible.  But we can’t ignore this.  Nobody can gloat over hell.  

If you don’t think you’re going there, you have to at least think that you deserve to.  And 

it should make you humble and compassionate, not proud and detached. 

Allow me to just point out one more thing before we move on.  We learn from 

this text that sins of omission are just as bad as sins of commission.  In other words, 

things you don’t do are just as damning as things you do do.  So hell not just for Hitlers, 
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but for people who may not have done some heinous crime, but just didn’t do certain 

things, who were wrapped up in themselves in insulated, safe, little lives, oblivious to 

needs around them. 

 

Does This Teach Salvation By Works? 

 Okay, so that’s the overall structure of this passage and the big picture of what’s 

at stake.  This calls for taking this seriously.  If Jesus is coming again in judgment and 

heaven and hell are on the line, what does this passage really say about how we will be 

judged?  What is this really calling us to?  And we need to go back and answer those 

questions I brought up in the beginning.  The first one is: Does this teach salvation by 

works?  We could read this and think, “Okay, I don’t want to go to hell so I better go out 

and start feeding the hungry and clothing the naked.”  Is that the right way to think about 

it? 

 Let’s look more closely at Jesus’ words to the sheep and the goats.  First off, who 

are these sheep?  “The King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 

my Father…” (v. 34).  These sheep are those who have been blessed, they have received 

the Father’s grace.  The word for “‘blessed’ here… denotes someone who enjoys God’s 

good favor; it is a more theologically loaded word than [the word used for ‘blessed’ in the 

beatitudes],” writes one NT scholar.
2
 

So we take that phrase – “you who are blessed by my Father” – and we add to it 

the next phrase – “take your inheritance” – and we’re starting to get a picture that’s 

doesn’t easily square with a notion of earning your way to heaven by your good deeds.  

Another NT scholar points out that “something that is inherited comes to one as a gift, 

not as the result of one’s own earnings.”
3
 

So “my Father’s blessed ones…” “inherit the kingdom…” and then the next 

phrase – “prepared for you since the creation of the world” (v. 34).  This is a very 

problematic phrase for reading this passage as if you do good then you gain entrance into 

the kingdom because Jesus is saying the kingdom is given to these people before they 

have a chance to do anything good or bad.  Leon Morris writes, “Some interpret the 

passage as though those on the King’s right merited their salvation by their good works, 

but here we have the kingdom prepared for them by God before ever they were born.  We 

should not miss the implication that they are God’s elect.”
4
 

 We must be so careful of and wary of anyone who tries to pit Jesus and the 

Gospels against Paul, as if Paul talks about election and grace and justification by faith, 

but Jesus doesn’t and talks about doing and giving and serving and living the kingdom.  

No, Jesus talked about election and grace and inheriting the kingdom too. 

And Paul talked about a future judgment of works!  Here’s Paul in 2 Corinthians 

5:10 – “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”  That’s 

what Jesus is talking about here in Matthew 25 after he talks about blessing and 

inheritance and election.  So how do we understand this?  How do we harmonize these 

two ideas that are present even on Jesus’ lips in the same passage? 

The answer has to be the distinction between causation and evidence.  “This 

passage deals with the evidence on which people will be judged, not the cause of 

salvation or damnation.”
5
  It’s like if you’re driving through an intersection and you get 

clobbered by a Mack truck, the insurance adjustor will take a look at the damage on the 
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car and give you a check.  The twisted chassis and broken glass and concave door is 

evidence; the collision with a Mack truck was the cause.  But you can’t take a 

sledgehammer to your car and give yourself whiplash to try to get an insurance check.  

This parable isn’t telling us to go try to do all these things to get into heaven; God can see 

right through that.  This parable is causing us to ask the question: Has my life collided 

with Christ and my course been forever altered?  If you have met Jesus in the kind of 

powerful, impactful way that the grace of God does, then there will be signs. 

Listen to how Leon Morris puts it so clearly: 

 

We should not understand this in the sense that these good works have 

earned them their salvation; grace is as important throughout this Gospel 

as anywhere in the New Testament.  Jesus is not saying that these are 

people whose good lives have earned them salvation as their right.  He is 

saying that God has blessed them and brought them into his kingdom, and 

he proceeds to cite evidence that shows that they do in fact belong in that 

kingdom.  Their lives are evidence that God has been at work in them.
6
 

 

 Another detail of this parable that has always stood out to me is that these sheep 

don’t recall doing these things.  This was all news to them.  I heard Wayne Gordon, 

founding pastor of Lawndale Community Church, tell the story of when he was newly 

married and living in a run-down house in Lawndale with a young baby and winter was 

approaching and the boiler had given up the ghost.  A man who knew of him and his 

ministry had felt compelled to give him money and it just covered the boiler.  Coach 

Gordon was talking with that man decades later and recounted that story and the guy 

didn’t even remember it. 

That’s what we’re talking about here.  “True disciples will pass an examination 

not because they are trying to pass an examination but because they will love [Jesus’] 

brothers and sisters – and therefore Jesus,” says D.A. Carson.
7
  It’s just what you do.  

You’re not keeping track; you’re not keeping score; you’re not tallying up your good 

deeds; you’re not trying to amass enough good deeds to get in.  Jesus is just saying that 

this kind of stuff will naturally be present when there is a genuine relationship to Jesus as 

Savior. 

 

Does This Teach A Social Gospel? 

 Okay, so this passage clearly doesn’t teach salvation by works; it is consistent 

with salvation by grace alone through faith alone on the basis of Christ alone; it’s just that 

this faith that alone justifies will never be alone.  There will be something.  Now we have 

to delve deeper into what the something is.  I’ve framed this question this way: Does this 

teach a social gospel?  This section of Matthew 25 has been used repeatedly as a 

Scriptural proof for those who claim that Jesus’ primary call was for us to be consumed 

with the work of helping the poor, serving the helpless… Mother Theresa kind of stuff.  

Less radically, perhaps, is this a proof-text for homeless ministry? 

 So who are the hungry, the thirsty, the strangers, the naked, the sick, and the 

prisoners?  The key to interpreting this is found in v. 40.  Jesus said they are “the least of 

these brothers of mine.”  Jesus calls them brothers.  It’s sentimental to think of the 

common brotherhood of man, that we’re all God’s children, but that’s not normally how 
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the Bible talks.  When Jesus has been referring to his brothers in this Gospel of Matthew 

it has been a reference to his disciples.  Do you remember when Jesus’ biological mother 

and brothers came to intervene and bring Jesus home in chapter 12?  What was Jesus’ 

reply?  “‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’  Pointing to his disciples, he 

said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers’” (12:48-49).  He uses this language all over 

Matthew (i.e. 5:23, 18:15, 23:8, 28:10).  Jesus’ brothers are not just other human beings, 

but those who are related to him by faith. 

 And then there’s that other qualifier – “least of these.”  The word is related to the 

word used several times in Matthew and translated as “little ones.”  “If anyone gives even 

a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple…” (10:42).  “If 

any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me…” 

(18:6).  The “little ones” is used to describe Jesus’ disciples, those who believe in him. 

 So put it together and you see that Jesus is talking about how you treat fellow 

Christians/disciples, the “little ones,” not many of whom were “wise by human standards; 

not many were influential; not many were of noble birth” (1Cor. 1:26).  In fact, it 

wouldn’t have been unusual for them at some point to be out sharing the gospel and have 

no bag or extra tunic (cf. 10:9ff), but be totally dependant on the hospitality and 

generosity of others (cf.  3Jn!).  Many of Jesus’ followers would have been thrown in 

prison for preaching the gospel.
8
  When you are welcoming and serving and loving them, 

you are welcoming and loving Jesus.  You are displaying evidence of how you are related 

to Jesus.  Remember what Jesus said to Saul on the road to Damascus?  “Saul, Saul, why 

to you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4).  True believers, the church is the body of Christ.  They 

are related, united, connected, incorporated into him in a real way. 

And they are thus related, united, connected to each other in a real way so that “if 

one part [of the body] suffers, every part suffers with it (1Cor. 12:26).  They “rejoice with 

those who rejoice [and] mourn with those who mourn” (Rom. 12:15).  They “carry each 

other’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2). 

 So as one person has put it, “Our Lord is not expressly speaking of benevolence to 

the poor and suffering in general, but of kindness to his poor and suffering ‘brethren’ for 

his sake.”
9
  This is most clearly a description of true believers as those who love the 

church!  Are you a Christia?  Are you a functioning member of the body?  John Calvin 

says, “Only the faithful are expressly commended to our pity here.”  Here.  “[But]”, he 

reminds us, “there is a common tie that binds all the children of Adam.”
10

  It’s not an 

excuse to neglect the poor and needy outside the body.  Other verses could be cited to 

require that.  But this is first and foremost a call to, as 1 Peter 2:17 says, “Love the 

brotherhood of believers.”  It squares very well with what we read in Galatians 6:10 – 

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers.”  And also what we see in the book of Acts – “There 

were no needy persons among them” (Acts 4:34). 

 We practice love first within the church and from there it should spill over to 

every neighbor.  But the first test of whether you really know Jesus, have met Jesus, have 

been touched by Jesus is whether you love Jesus’ people, whether you are in community 

with Christians.  The NT has SO much to say about this.  It talks about love, not just in a 

general hippy way or broadly as good deeds for the less fortunate, but in real, up-close-

and-personal relationships with fellow believers who are needy and often annoying and 

draining.  If you can go on humanitarian trips to Africa or serve weekly in the inner city, 
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but can’t settle down at a church and stick it out with people and care for fellow believers 

over the long haul who aren’t just like you, you should ask yourself whether you really 

know Jesus as Savior or not. 

 This is one of the primary points of the little letter of 1 John.  One of the best tests 

as to whether you’re a genuine Christian is whether you love other Christians.  1Jn. 2:9 – 

“Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.”  1Jn. 

3:14 – “We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers.”  

1Jn. 4:7-8 – “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone 

who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know 

God, because God is love.”  1Jn. 4:19-21 – “We love because he first loved us.  If anyone 

says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who does not love his 

brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  And he has given us 

this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”  Do you get the picture?  

If you’re not in a church, loving real brothers and sisters, you’re not saved. 

 One person has said that this passage is part of a plan to keep us from two 

dangers: “righteousness through works on the one hand and righteousness through 

intellectualized theology on the other.”
11

  Many people can claim to be Christians and get 

their theology all right, but it’s not translated into the real, everyday life of a local body 

of believers who step on your toes, who offend you and annoy you.  Oh, I’m a Christian!  

I have a personal relationship with Jesus.  But where’s the love?  This is what James is 

getting at when he says that “judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has 

not been merciful…  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has 

no deeds?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 

daily food.  If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but 

does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?” (James 2:13-16).  We must take 

those passages seriously. 

 Now that passage in James and this one in Matthew 25 are favorite passages for 

‘social gospel’ types, but it’s highly ironic that many who use these passages to motivate 

social justice often deride other Christians and they often aren’t involved in a local 

church and they usually dismiss the idea of hell and judgment (which is the overarching 

context of these passages) and thus don’t preach the gospel but just ‘do good’.  In other 

words, those who quote this passage the most pretty much entirely fail to get it. 

 

What Does This Say To Us? 

 Do you get it?  Do we get it?  Do we understand that we are pathetic nobodys.  

Spiritually speaking we are starved, and Jesus said to us, “I am the bread of life.  He who 

comes to me will never go hungry” (Jn. 6:35).  We are parched and dehydrated, and Jesus 

said to us, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink” (Jn. 7:37).  We’ve been 

given an infinite feast!  We were strangers to God, and yet “when we were God’s 

enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son” (Rom. 5:10).  We were 

in filthy rags and he “he has clothed [us] with garments of salvation and arrayed [us] in 

[robes] of righteousness” (Is. 61:10).  We were spiritually sick and “surely he took up our 

infirmities and carried our sorrows” (Is. 53:4).  We were in the prison of sin but “have 

been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness” (Rom. 6:18).  Do you 

get that?  Do you believe that? 
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 If you do… if you have been shown compassion then you will show compassion.  

Those who have been forgiven much love much (cf. Lk. 7:47).  Those who have 

recognized their need and experienced grace have a soft spot in their hearts for people in 

need.  They can’t be calloused… for long.  They won’t be able to avoid commitment to 

the church, for love requires commitment.  They won’t be comfortable any more in an 

individualistic mindset.  They will recognize and seek to swim against the consumerism 

of our culture that has made its way into the Christian culture which says it’s all about me 

– my tastes, my comforts, my needs…  It makes people flaky and take an a la carte 

approach to spirituality. 

You need to be deeply involved in the life of a real, tangible expression of the 

body of Christ.  First because you so easily “fall into identity amnesia and begin to seek 

horizontally what [you] have already been given in Christ.”
12

  Church (in it’s formal and 

informal functions) is the Spirit’s appointed means of keeping the love of God in Christ 

ever before you.  You need to be in a community of flesh and bones people who know 

you intimately.  And you need to have immediate opportunities to sacrifice and care for 

others and serve a greater vision than just your own personal goals.  If you can’t love a 

group of misfits that is the local church, you can’t really talk about your great deeds of 

mercy for those on the outskirts of society. 

My deepest prayer is that as we who call ourselves Immanuel Baptist Church 

continually hear of the love of God in Christ that this would wreck us.  And that as an 

effect we would become more and more tangibly a community of love.  Love has to be 

tangible love.  It can’t just be theoretical.  It starts with being present.  It means offering 

your couch to someone, opening your wallet to someone, giving your time to someone.  It 

starts with prayer – are you praying regularly for other people in the church or just 

thinking about yourself all day?  But from prayer for people arises tangible care for 

people. 

Now it’s true that when the church is not currently in persecution mode, then the 

majority of the needs expressed and met in the body may be emotional, psychological, 

and spiritual instead of physical.  We may not be thrown into prison, but many may be 

thrown into depression.  Maybe we’re not getting malaria on the mission field, but we 

need relational healing.  Maybe we know where our next meal is coming from, but we’re 

still anxious about many things.  Love sacrifices your own emotional equilibrium to enter 

into the fray with others. 

But things can change very quickly.  It’s been interesting to watch from a distance 

the church on the east coast rise to the occasion of monster storm Sandy.  I’ve been 

seeing tweets and hearing stories about my brother-in-law’s church in New Jersey and the 

way they are banding together to help people with basic needs in the body.  And then 

from there they are also being noticed by the non-Christians outside the church and the 

love is spilling over. 

It starts here.  Here is where we learn of God’s love to us in Christ and here is 

where we learn to love others and as we are filled with love and it overflows out from us 

to encompass others.  We serve and love our community in word and deed.  And they 

look in at us and notice how we supernaturally love each other and they see something of 

Christ and are drawn to him.  If you’re not a Christian and you’re with us today I hope 

you too have heard the message clearly: How you are related to Jesus’ people indicates 

how you are related to Jesus… and that determines your final destiny.  Don’t stand 
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on the outside of Jesus and on the outside of his people.  I hope you can see something of 

the out of this world love we have for each other here and that you will come fully into 

this community. 

Oh man, there’s so much more that could be said, isn’t there?  For the already 

members of Immanuel how about this: instead of leaving you with an admonition to go 

do something to love a fellow brother or sister in the church, how about this: this week 

share with someone else in the church a need that you have.  And let’s just see if anything 

happens.  Will everyone turn a blind eye, say simply, “I’ll pray for you,” and brush you 

off?  Or will love manifest itself?  Maybe awkward, maybe fumbling and imperfect, but 

genuine love nonetheless.  Let’s see… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 

that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, 

we also ought to love one another” (1Jn. 4:9-11) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 11, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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