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Text 

36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,a 
but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son 
of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing 
about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will 
be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and 
the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the 
other left.  

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 
43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 
not expect him.  

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the 
servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for 
that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell you the truth, he 
will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that servant is wicked and 
says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ 49 and he then begins to beat his 
fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will 
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51 He will 
cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.  
25     “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 
wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise, 
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in 
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’  
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 

wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’  

                                                
a Some manuscripts do not have nor the Son. 
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9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’  

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins 
who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  

11 “Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’  
12 “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’  
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”1  

 
The Son of God is coming, church. As surely as he has come he will come again. Are you 
ready? Jesus told us about his return in the passage before this one. He said that soon, 
"the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 
mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and 
great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the	  heavens	  to	  the	  other"	  (Mt.	  24.30-‐
31,	  NIV).	  
	  
Introduction 
He's coming. And last week, Nathan talked about how his coming will be preceded by 
things just like the delivery of a baby is preceded by labor pains. Listen to what Jesus 
says beginning at verse 32. He says, "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as 
its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, 
when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door."(NIV). So let 
there be no doubt about it: The Lord Jesus Christ will return soon. But, Jesus explains in 
today's passage that no one knows when. And the point in him saying that is just this: We 
don't know the time when he'll return, so we must be ready all the time. Since we don't 
know the time, be ready all the time.  
 
But what does it mean to be ready for his return? The text before us will shed light on 
that. But before we go to the Word of God, let's go to the God of the Word in prayer. 
 
Prayer 
Our Father, enlighten the eyes of our hearts with the Word that you have chosen for us 
today. Incline our hearts to your testimonies and not to selfish gain. Open our eyes that 
we might see the wonderful things we have here in your Word. And satisfy us this 
morning with your steadfast love, that we might rejoice and be glad all of our days. Unite 
our hearts to fear your name. Teach us what it means to be ready for Christ's return. And 
make us ready in his name. Amen. 
 

                                                
1The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Mt 24:36-
25:13). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
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Overview 
Here's an overview of today's passage: First, we see in verses 36-41 that even as no one 
knew when the flood would come in Noah's day, so now no one knows when Christ will 
return (except God). Second, in light of that first point, Jesus charges us to be ready. Be 
as ready as a man who knows that his house will be broken into sometime soon. We see 
that in verses 42-44. Third, He then shows what this readiness looks like in his church, 
among her leaders in chapter 24, verses 45-51 and then among everyone in chapter 25, 
verses 1-13. And in verse 13 he circles back to the same theme he began today's section 
with, saying, "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour." To 
"keep watch" is parallel with his charge to "be ready." So the main point is: Since we 
don't know the time, be ready all the time. 
 
We don't know the time... 
Let's go back to the beginning now and look at this with a little more depth. We're in the 
middle of what people call Jesus' "Olivet Discourse." So in verse 36, Jesus says, “No one 
knows about that day or hour." He's referring back to what he just said about the return 
of the Son of Man. Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple, in the beginning of 
chapter 24, using it as a foretaste of the judgment that will come at his return. His 
disciples asked him in verse 3 when that would be. So here in verse 36 he's finally getting 
around to answering that. 
 
"[W]hen?" They asked. "No one knows," he answered. "[N]ot even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will 
be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered 
the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came 
and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 
Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will 
be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left." 
 
So the substance of this paragraph is that even as no one knew when the flood would 
come in Noah's day, so now no one knows when Christ will return (except God). And 
Jesus' emphasis here is on "no one." So if you hear someone give a date for his return, 
you can be sure they are wrong. "No one knows about that day or hour." So not just 
the predictors of particular dates but even those who speculate about so-called probable 
times for his return are only speculating. Even if they claim a divine revelation to this 
effect, you can know it is not true because God will not contradict what he has said in his 
Son. 
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No one knows when Jesus is returning. And to underline this point he says something 
baffling. God the Son said that even he did not know when God the Father planned for 
him to return. I don't think it's inappropriate to pause here and consider how that could 
be. The Bible is the message of one God who exists as three equal-but-distinct-and-united 
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They are the one and only living, omnipotent, 
omnipresent, omniscient God. The word omniscient means all-knowing. But how could 
one of the persons of this triune God, Jesus, be all-knowing since he said in verse 36 that 
he, the Son of God, did not know the day or hour of his return?  
 
The answer can be found in his incarnation. The word "incarnation" refers to the fact that 
God the Son became a fully human guy named Jesus 2,000 years ago, without thereby 
ceasing to be God. And he was so fully human that just like you and me there were some 
things he could not do, like know the future. Now, I am treading on holy ground right 
now by examining our incarnate God so closely. And I rely on his forgiveness as I try to 
show him to you. So you should know that the statement I just made, that there were 
things Jesus could not do, like know the future, demands a lot of qualification. But I 
intentionally put it that way to get your attention and to stress the real humanity of Jesus. 
 
Okay, so hopefully this will paint a more complete portrait of our incarnate Lord. When 
God the Son became the man Christ Jesus, he took upon himself all of the attributes of 
our limited and weak flesh like our lack of knowledge of the future. Never before in the 
history of the universe or in the life of God himself had he ever been so bound to our 
humanity as to participate in our limitations like this. And yet somehow--and this mystery 
is profound, we can't exhaustively comprehend how is works because we are not God--
but somehow he was able to take on our limited knowledge without ceasing to be the 
omniscient God we worship. Jesus somehow could both know everything with respect to 
his full divinity and yet chose not to know everything all the time during his humiliation 
so that he could be human exactly like you and me, yet without sin. And so somehow at 
this time in his humiliation he could truly say that he did not know when the hour of his 
return would be. 
 
And even more light is shed on this mystery when you consider the reality of the 
incarnation together with the Son's relationship with his Father. He did not give up his 
deity. He did not merely surrender his attributes as God. But he did submit to his Father. 
When Jesus says he doesn't know when he's coming back, we would do well to note that 
he was voluntarily surrendering to his Father his rights to exercise fully his omniscience 
during his humiliation. So only when the Father determined it did Jesus know and do 
things that only God could know and do. That's what made Satan's temptations of Jesus 
in the desert, in Matthew chapter 4 to be true temptations. Satan was trying to get Jesus to 
submit to his will and to use his divine power to transform the stones into bread 
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illegitimately. But Jesus was gladly submitting to the will of his Father. And the Father 
had not allowed him to use his infinite power to this end. So Jesus did not. And so we can 
now see that the Father had not allowed him to use his infinite knowledge with respect to 
his return. So Jesus knew not. 
 
And did you know that it's actually good news for us that God became a man who did not 
know everything all the time--without thereby ceasing to be God? It's good news because 
that means he became a perfect substitute for those of us who do not know everything! 
He really did take the place of the likes of us on the cross! 
 
So let's get back to what Jesus is saying. Nobody but God the Father knows when Jesus 
will return. And it's just like how nobody knew when the flood would come in Noah's 
day. I remember the night before I got married opening the Bible to verse 38, "For in the 
days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what 
would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at 
the coming of the Son of Man." I remember reading that thinking, “Wow, Jesus could 
return before or even during my wedding day.” How would you like it if that happened to 
you? You who are preparing for marriage, what if that does happen? Would you be 
disappointed if the day of the Lord came before "your day"? Why? Do you look forward 
to marriage more than you do to the reality that marriage is just a pale reflection of? 
 
Anyway, by bringing up marriage Jesus is basically making the point that the suddenness 
of his return will be such that it will interrupt our plans and daily activities. How much 
hope have you placed in your plans? One day soon, all agendas and itineraries will be 
interrupted. And all schemes will be frustrated and brought to nothing. Will you be 
frustrated? Or will you be ready? We don't know what's going to happen tomorrow. So 
we ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." (James 4.14-16, 
NIV) 
 
 
Jesus then describes what's going to happen when he returns. Verse 40, "Two men will 
be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 
with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left." There's currently a popular 
interpretation of what's going on here, that the people who are taken from each pair are 
being raptured, or taken up by the Lord's secret return before he unloads his wrath on 
those left behind and then returns in glory. So a popular series of novels describes the 
havoc and hysteria of things like cars that are suddenly coasting along roads without 
drivers. But that situation might only occur in the realm of the imaginative. To "be 
taken," as the text has it here, could also be a reference to being taken in judgment, swept 
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away, as it were, by the flood of God's wrath. So in these two verses it's possible that to 
be left behind would be the preferable situation. 
 
But either way, the one thing that we will soon find out was not a product of men's 
imaginations will be the return of King Jesus. It will be a historical reality, more real and 
life-changing than marriage or 9/11. 
 
We don't know when this is going to happen, but we do know that it is. But, of course, 
some people think this is hogwash because it's been thousands of years now, and still he 
has not returned. I remember once, while working on an assembly line for an eyeglasses 
manufacturer reading my Bible in the break room. One of my coworkers came into the 
break room, saw what I was doing, and said something like, "Still reading the Bible, huh? 
Wasn't Jesus supposed to return by now? Eh, it's just a bunch of baloney, Adam. The 
world keeps going on day by day as it always has." And I was stunned when he said that, 
not because he had really shaken my faith, but because the Bible said he would say that, 
almost verbatim! 2 Peter 3 says, "scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, 
following their own sinful desires. They will say, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? 
For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the 
beginning of creation.’ For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed 
long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 
and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for 
fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly." (2 Peter 3:3-7 
ESV)  
 
...So be ready 
We don't know when he's coming. But we do know that he is. So be ready, Jesus charges 
us in verses 42-44. Be like a man who knows that his house will soon be broken into. 
“Therefore keep watch," he says, "because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let 
his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him." 
 
I once knew of a homeowner like the one Jesus describes. For most of my childhood I 
lived with my parents in Round Lake Beach. I think you might call it one of Chicago's 
Northern suburbs or exurbs in Lake County. One night my mom and I heard "Bang! 
Bang! Bang!" outside. We thought it sounded like gunshots, and sure enough, it was. One 
of our neighbors across the street on our block had shot some intruders. Some days 
afterward we read in the newspaper what had happened. Our neighbor was an old man 
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who I think lived alone. Once a week he would go play Bingo with some friends. But he 
began to notice a trend. Often when he would return from Bingo, there would be a 
message on his answering machine of just someone hanging up the phone. And he rightly 
suspected that someone was trying to figure out when he was away from his home so 
they could break in and steal his stuff. So he decided to do a little sting operation. On a 
night when he would normally go to Bingo, he stayed home. The phone rang at the usual 
time but he pretended not to be home and let the machine get it. Soon thereafter, while he 
sat in his chair with a loaded gun, someone began pounding on his door to break it down. 
When they finally broke down his door they were met with a big surprise. One was shot 
and killed, and the other fled the scene bleeding as he went. 
 
Like Jesus says, "If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken 
into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 
you do not expect him." Jesus compares himself to a thief that we need to be ready for. 
Now that doesn't mean he's coming to take what doesn't belong to him. Parables are not 
meant to have their every detail over-interpreted. They are meant to serve one main point. 
If a homeowner should be ready for a thief the time of whose arrival he knows, then how 
much more should we prepare ourselves for the arrival of our Lord, the time of whose 
arrival we do not know? 
 
After Jesus' resurrection, the apostles remembered this way he likened himself to a thief 
we should be ready for and used it in their letters. Just listen to this excerpt of Paul's first 
letter to the Thessalonians: "Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you 
have no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is 
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, 
for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the 
day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but 
let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 
us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage 
one another and build one another up, just as you are doing." (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
ESV) 
 
So we've looked at the fact that no one but God knows when Jesus will return. And Jesus 
says that our lack of knowledge of this timing should compel us to be ready for his return 
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all the time. He then shows us what that readiness looks like, beginning with the leaders 
of his church. 
 
 
 
Leaders, be faithful and wise servants, not wicked, presumptuous, and abusive. 24.45-51 
This section begins at verse 45, "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the 
master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at 
the proper time?" Listen up, leaders of God's church, especially you elders and deacons. 
Jesus is explaining what it means for you leaders of his church to be ready for his arrival. 
Look at verse 45. He is not calling you to be charismatic or charming, just to be a faithful 
steward of what he's entrusted to you, just to be a wise servant of God's household. Don't 
Lord it over those entrusted to your care. Serve them willingly and humbly, as those who 
will have to give an account. Be steward/servants who are faithful and wise, not wicked, 
presumptuous, and abusive like the servant Jesus mentions in verses 48-49. If you fail to 
make yourself ready like this, you will show that you were never really a part of God's 
household to begin with. "The master of that servant," Jesus says in verse 50, "will 
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He 
will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
 
Leading God's church is not something to trifle with. We should take it very seriously, so 
seriously that when we look at our faithfulness and wisdom, or the lack thereof, we get 
concerned and pray because this good stuff he demands in us, the readiness he requires is 
so small and fleeting. But thankfully God can give what he requires. So pray that he 
would make you ready. Church, your leaders need you to pray for them, that their faith 
would not fail. Leaders, if any of you lacks wisdom you should pray for it, and surround 
yourself with godly people because the companions of the wise become wise. Read 
biographies and stories of faithful and wise servants like Athanasius, Calvin, Corey 
Tenboom, and Johnny Erickson Tada.  
 
Listen to what one faithful servant leader said at the end of his life, "I am already being 
poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness, which The Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing." (2 Tim. 
4.6-8, NIV) How did the apostle Paul endure to the end as a faithful leader of God's 
church? He gives us a hint at the end of that passage. He says that The Lord awards 
faithful servants, that is, "all who have longed for his appearing." So being ready for 
Christ's second appearing has to do with longing for his appearing. It makes sense, 
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doesn't it? The best leaders of Christ's church love Christ and can't wait to see him when 
he returns. 
 
Church, be wise and ready virgins, not those who are unprepared for the Lord's arrival. 
25.1-13 
This longing for Christ's return is what makes us ready for his return. And that's true for 
everybody in the church, not just leaders. We long for his return like a wedding party that 
eagerly anticipates the arrival of a bridegroom, who is coming to finish what he started 
and marry his betrothed. We see this in verses 1-13 of chapter 25. 
 
 
"At that time," Jesus says, "the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise." All through today's passage Jesus has been comparing two different kinds of 
people. Some are ready for Christ's return, and some are not. And we'll see that continue 
in the next passage next Sunday, if The Lord wills. Here's the difference between these 
two groups. Jesus says in verse 3, "The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 
any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in their jars along with their lamps." 
The foolish have the appearance of being ready. They're in the right place, with the right 
people, but they only have externals. They have shiny lamps. They have the form of 
godliness, but they deny the power thereof. Only the wise are ready. They came prepared 
to light the bridegroom's path all the way to meet the woman he has chosen to spend the 
rest of his life with. 
 
Now don't get hung up on the fact that this parable compares us to a bunch of virgins as 
opposed to the bride of Christ. Remember that we're not meant to press the details of 
parables too hard. 
 
The distinction between the wise and the foolish virgins is a little hard to see until the 
bridegroom finally comes. Both groups fall asleep, because, he says, "The bridegroom 
was a long time in coming." I think Jesus is telling us in passing that it might take a 
while before he comes back. But when he comes, we will see who is really his. 
 
Verse 6 says, "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him!' Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones 
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 'No,' they 
replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell 
oil and buy some for yourselves.'" When Christ returns, children won't be made ready 
through their parents' faith. No one will be made ready through the faith of another. Only 
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those who have fitted their own feet with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace will be prepared. 
 
 
Verse 10, "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were rady went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door 
was shut." Chilling words. When Christ returns it will be too late to make yourself ready. 
Don't fool yourself into thinking that you can live without him and then turn to him at the 
last second. Today if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts, lest it be too late for 
you to trust in the free offer of grace today as it was too late for the foolish virgins. 
 
Verse 11 says, “Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for 
us!'” They have come to crash the party, not to celebrate the Savior. Their crying out to 
him is not the cry of faith, but the cry of demandingness. Like the wicked servant who 
lorded it over his fellow servant, they would even try to boss the master around. It's the 
cry of entitlement. I deserve to be let in because I have a shiny lamp. Look at all the 
righteous deeds I've done. In light of that, I deserve to have you open the door for me. 
But he says salvation is not by works lest any man should boast. It's by the grace you 
have scoffed at and ignored. All your righteous deeds are as filthy rags. So he replies, "I 
tell you  the truth, I don't know you."  
 
Jesus then comes to the moral of this section in verse 13, "Therefore keep watch. 
Because you do not know the day or the hour." Since we don't know the time when 
he'll return, we must be ready all the time.  
 
Application 
This readiness is not the same as what that one cult thinks it is, that we must be found 
going door-to-door when he returns, even though it would be a blessed thing to be found 
sharing the gospel when he comes. It has to do with longing expectantly for his return, 
because you love and trust him and can't wait to see him, because he loved you and gave 
himself for you to bring you to God through his death and resurrection. The apostle Peter 
nails it. He describes what it means to be prepared for his coming. He says, "Prepare your 
minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed" (1 Pet. 1.13, NIV). 
 
Is your hope set fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed? Or is 
your hope in something else? What are you waiting for? They that wait upon The Lord 
shall renew their strength. What are you hoping for? What is the one thing that you're 
telling yourself will either bring relief from difficulty or be what will finally make you 
happy or complete or significant or satisfied or secure? Whose promises really matter 
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most to you? God's? Really? Does the way you function, the way you operate, really bear 
that out? Or are you listening more to what wealth and comfort and sex and approval are 
telling you will really heal your deep aches and satisfy your deep longings? 
 
Having your hopes fully set on our returning Savior means coming to grips with the great 
evil and pain both in our world and in our hearts. It sometimes means turning off positive 
and encouraging K-Love and learning how to lament with the Psalmists. The wounds of 
our world will only be healed lightly by a comfortable, triumphalistic church. But a 
church that is in touch with reality, that knows that life will be hard until Christ returns, 
will not only be longing and ready for him to come back but will also be more prone to 
enter into pain and hardship out of love for others. 
 
Stir up the longing... 
But oh, when he returns, he will right every wrong. He will reverse the curse. When he 
returns, "No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground. He comes to 
make his blessings known far as the curse is found." He will bring relief to his people and 
to the world. The mountains will drip with new wine when he returns. "For you shall go 
out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break 
forth into	  singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make 
a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off" (Is. 55.12-13, ESV). 
And we will know beauty for ashes, and don a garment of praise instead of our heaviness, 
because The Lord, our great Savior has come to join us to himself forever and ever, with 
ever-increasing pleasure at his right hand.  
 
And the best way to make yourself ready and long for his second coming, is to cherish 
together with his church all that he accomplished in his first coming. God the Son came 
and lived the life for us that we should have lived and died the death for us that we should 
have died in order that we might share in his own blessed relationship with God the 
Father.  
 
Holy communion... 
We take	  time every Sunday to receive more of Christ by eating some bread that reminds 
us of his broken body, and by drinking the blood of grapes that reminds us of his blood 
spilled for the remission of our sins. Eating at this table centers us between Christ's first 
and second comings. Here we not only look at what he has done and trust in him afresh, 
but we also look forward to that day when he will return. This is a foretaste of the 
marriage feast we will enjoy together with him.	  
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Adam Smith on Sunday morning, October 28, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written 

to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 
proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 
 


