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Text 
Matthew 24:1 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his 

attention to its buildings. 2 "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here 

will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of 

your coming and of the end of the age?" 4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For 

many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 

7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in 

various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 9 "Then you will be handed over to be 

persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will 

turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and 

deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he 

who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 15 "So when you see standing in the holy 

place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-- let the reader 

understand-- 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the roof of his 

house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19 How 

dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not 

take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the 

beginning of the world until now-- and never to be equaled again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, 

no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone 

says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and false 

prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible. 

25 See, I have told you ahead of time. 26 "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go 

out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is 

visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the 

vultures will gather. 29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 30 "At 

that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They 

will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 

his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the 

heavens to the other. 32 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its 

leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it 

is near, right at the door. 34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these 

things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

 
Introduction 
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 This is a notoriously difficult passage to interpret.  It is the last major chunk of 
Jesus’ teaching in Matthew’s Gospel.  You’ll often see it called the ‘Olivet Discourse’ 
because it takes place on the Mount of Olives.  Jesus has just been pronouncing judgment 
in the Temple courts in the form of woes on the Pharisees and teachers of the law in ch. 
23.  That ended with a sobering prediction – “Look, your house is left to you desolate.  
For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord’” (23:38-39).  That introduces two future events which will be the topic 
of discussion in ch. 24: (1) the destruction of the Temple and (2) the Second Coming of 
Christ. 
 Verse 1 of ch. 24 states that “Jesus left the temple.”  That is a symbolic gesture.  
He is done with it.  It is done.  It is corrupt and awaiting judgment and it has served its 
purpose, it will be obsolete in a couple days.  But how can this be?  It was such an 
important part of the life of Israel.  It was such an impressive edifice.  Herod had put tons 
of work into this building and it was massive, the prized landmark of the people of God.  
So Jesus’ disciples are walking with him and scratching their heads (as they often were).  
They came up to him while he was hiking up the slope that is just east of the Temple 
Mount “to call his attention to its buildings.”  Look at that Jesus, I mean, isn’t that 

marvelous!?  And it was a site to see – towering columns, massive stones (Josephus says 
one of the blocks was 20 meters long!), the pure gold overlaying substantial parts of it 
glinting in the afternoon sun.  It took up the area of 25 footballs fields.  It was the largest 
structure on the face of the earth at the time. 
 And Jesus says, “Do you see all these things?...  I tell you the truth, not one stone 
here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down” (v. 2).  I remember riding 
the ‘L’ in from Evanston with a friend and seeing the skyline of the city and marveling at 
it and I’ll never forget what he said to me – “Yeah, and it’s all going to melt someday” 
(cf. 2Pe. 3:12).  The Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD.  Jesus’ words came 
true.  (By the way, the stones that we see as the Western Wall were today are merely the 
substructure to the Temple, not the building itself; that’s how huge it was)  So the 
destruction of the temple has happened as predicted, but the destruction of all things and 
the Second Coming of Christ hasn’t. 
 And these two events are what Jesus is talking about here.  He’s answering a two-
part question from his disciples – “Tell us… when will this happen, and what will be the 
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (v. 3).  (1) When will the Temple be 
destroyed and (2) when will the Second Coming be to wrap up this age and bring in the 
age to come?  Now what makes this passage notoriously difficult is trying to figure out 
when Jesus is answering which question.  Or are they really the same question?1  As best 
as I can figure out, these questions are referring to two distinct events and yet Jesus 
intertwines his answers to these two questions together – one moment he may be 
referring to the impending destruction of the Temple and the next he may be referring to 
the final curtain dropping on history as we know it – because they are both part of the 
same cloth. 

But again, this is a confusing chapter.  I’m not going to try to present an academic 
paper on the text and the various interpretations.  My hope as we go through it is that no 
one gets confused, but that the main point is gotten and it’s just this: things will not 

always be this way. 
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Now that can mean a couple different things.  If your life is pretty comfortable 
now, if you get a sense of stability by looking at the monuments of our civilization, if you 
have never really seen firsthand grotesque human suffering and you think life like this 
will just go on as it is forever; then you need to realize that things will not always be 

this way.  The peace and prosperity of late twentieth century America is an anomaly in 
world history.  We were given a wake-up call on September 11.  And the Pax Americana 
is showing signs of internal collapse.  Tragedy of some sort is guaranteed to come in your 
lifetime, perhaps even on a wide scale.  And this is to show you that you live in a sinful, 
fallen world so that you will repent of your own contribution to it, put your hope entirely 
in Christ, and nothing even worse may come upon you in the world to come (cf. Lk. 
13:5). 

On the other hand, if your life is full of heartache and struggle now, one hardship 
after another to the point that you are about to give up hope, then you also need to realize 
that things will not always be this way.  There’s a danger that suffering may not wake 
you up but beat you down and cause you to cool off or give up the faith in exchange for a 
quick fix false promise from someone else or just a brand of nihilism.  But Jesus said, “In 
this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33).  
And he is coming back again to put an end to all suffering.  Don’t give up. 

This text is sobering and encouraging.  It reorients us out of our insulated little 
worlds and calls us to “set [our] hope fully on the grace to be given [us] when Jesus 
Christ is revealed” (1Pe. 1:13). 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Stand Firm 

 Maybe you’ve heard of the book for pregnant women called What to Expect When 

You’re Expecting.  I had that in mind as I chose the title for this sermon.  You see the 
Bible describes the world as being in a sense pregnant.  Something new is coming forth.  
And this old creation will die in childbirth.  But what is coming will be glorious.  For 
example, Romans 8:19-23: 
 

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom 
of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies. 

 
There is a groaning that accompanies life in this world.  We have to be honest 

about this.  We have done a great disservice to many people when we present Christianity 
as – If you come to Christ, your life will be fulfilled and happy.  Christians get cancer at 
the same rate as non-Christians do.  And then there’s an added extra suffering that comes 
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with being a Christian.  Rarely do you hear told to people that if you come to Christ his 
sufferings will overflow into your life (2Cor. 1:5).  But that’s the case. 

The point is that this world, this present evil age, is like a mother in labor.  Paul 
uses it in Romans 8; Jesus uses that metaphor in v. 8 – “All these are the beginning of the 
birth pains.”  There’s an early stage when the contractions are farther apart and then 
there’s a progression leading up to the delivery.  They are the same contractions, just 
moving along in intensity toward a goal. 

Allow me to mix my metaphors a bit.  History is not cyclical but it does snowball.  
You see this in biblical history: patterns build on each other as time moves on.  You have 
slavery and then an exodus from Egypt and then later you have a similar exile and then 
return from Babylon and then finally you have the deliverance of Jesus rescuing his 
people from spiritual bondage and exile.  It’s moving somewhere climactic, but it’s 
remixing old themes. 

Let me use another metaphor.  We’ve got birth pains, snowballs, or maybe the 
picture of Russian dolls will help.  The events of human history, especially what Jesus is 
outlining in ch. 24 is like a small Russian doll that gets swallowed up by a bigger one that 
looks similar that gets enveloped by yet another larger one and so on.  That is like 
history.  And then in the end when you get to the last doll it is transformed and comes to 
life like Pinocchio (but not like Pinnochio).  Are you with me? 

So you can have an abomination that causes desolation that is talking about 
Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 B.C. who set up an altar to Zeus in the Jerusalem Temple 
and sacrificed a pig.2  And you can have an ‘abomination that causes desolation’ that 
refers to the Roman General Titus who destroys the Temple in 70 A.D.  And you can 
have an ‘abomination that causes desolation’ that references the final Antichrist that 
“oppose[s] and… exalt[s] himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so 
that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (2Thess. 2:4).  
The contraction are progressing, history is snowballing, the Russian dolls are stacking up. 

And here Jesus is speaking about the wrath of God being revealed, his judgment 
on this world.  And the first point is that it is a process wracked with pain, confusion, and 
hard things.  It calls for endurance… endurance and hope that all this is headed for 
something better; things will not always be this way. 

The first trial that Jesus mentions during this period – the period between his first 
and second comings – is that there will be deceivers.  “Watch out,” he says, “that no one 
deceives you.  For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many” (v. 5).  This definitely still happens.  There’s currently a rather large 
movement called the World Evangelical Alliance whose leader, David Jang, is claimed in 
some way to be the ‘second coming Christ’.  And thousands follow him.3  But this 
impulse isn’t just seen in religious nuts, but in the gullibility of ordinary people to fall for 
all kinds of messianic hopes, whether they be placed on a political leader or just a 
consumer product that will save the day.  When things get bad we grasp for any and 
everything that we believe just might bring relief.  Watch out that you don’t get duped 
into putting your hope in anyone or anything else besides Jesus. 

Next Jesus says, “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you 
are not alarmed.  Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom” (vv. 6-7a).  Our world will be one plagued 
by violence, and not just individual violence, but mass violence carried out by armies 
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clashing.  I heard a historian’s statistic one time that “of the past 3,400 years, humans 
have been entirely at peace for 268 of them.”4  World peace is a naïve dream.  War is the 
norm.  History is a bloody affair.  And let us not forget that the 20th century was the 
bloodiest one on record.  There are bound to be more until the Lord returns to end it once 
and for all.  So we should not be alarmed.  This is what we should expect. 

And natural disasters – “There will be famines and earthquakes in various places” 
(v. 7b).  It’s the continuation of the curse of God on the ground for human sin.  Think of 
the massive tsunamis we’ve seen in recent years.  Hurricane Katrina.  Again, we should 
not be shocked.  This is to be expected.  It’s not that there is a direct correlation between 
these natural disasters and God’s judgment, as some religious television personalities 
would have us think.  The whole world is equally sinful and God’s judgment is unfolding 
on it, building up for something that will be unimaginable. 

Then there’s religious persecution – it’s all to be expected, it’s not unusual.  Jesus 
warns his disciples – “You will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you 
will be hated by all nations because of me” (v. 9).  Christian martyrs have been a normal 
part of every century.  And again, more Christians were killed for their faith in the 20th 
century than any other century before that.  This is the reality.  This is the expectation 
Christ-followers are to have.  We get to sleep in on Sunday mornings, have a nice 
breakfast, get the family all dressed up for church and come and get together in a nice 
building with no real fear of repercussions but things will not always be this way.  In 
fact, they’re not already for many fellow believers around the world. 

And here’s where it gets real.  Verse 10 – “At that time many will turn away from 
the faith and will betray and hate each other.”  Jesus envisions a regular occurrence of 
apostasy in the church.  When things get tough, not everyone sticks it out.  Would you all 
be here if it was illegal? 

Jesus mentions deception again – “and many false prophets will appear and 
deceive many people” (v. 11).  False teachers will come in and fudge with the truth to try 
to make the faith more palatable, less offensive.  As American culture gets more and 
more hostile to the exclusive claims of Christ it’s no surprise that there are well-known 
‘evangelical’ leaders who may deny historic doctrines. 

“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold…” (v. 
12).  I find this description especially poignant.  This is the temptation in the face of all 
this.  Many will be “led astray from [a] sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (2Cor. 11:3).  
Isn’t this the pull – to cool off, for the world with its pleasures and pains to suck you in to 
a spiritual malaise?  How many people have you seen who were ‘on fire’ for the Lord in 
college end up so far from him by age 40.  It shouldn’t surprise us.  Jesus said it would 
happen.  “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and 
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1Tim. 4:1).  But it’s extremely 
discouraging. 

How does that disenchantment happen?  I don’t fully understand.  But part of it is 
that people weren’t prepared.  They weren’t taught that this is to be expected.  They 
weren’t told that “he who stands firm to the end will be saved” (v. 13).  They weren’t 
taking it seriously.  Verse 13 is really the main point of this first section.  As we live in 
the last days, things will be tough.  It will be like labor.  There will be deception and war 
and natural disasters and persecution just to name a few things.  And the ever present 
temptation will be to give up.  But we must stand firm in the faith, because in the end is 
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salvation – full, complete, and final salvation; no more sin within or without, no more 
sin-cursed world, no more suffering.  It’s coming.  It’s coming. 
 But one thing must happen before it comes.  “This gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (v. 
14).  I love this verse.  First off, it is a clear call to global missions.  Why do we give 
$18,000 per year as a church to International Missions?  Why all the talk and prayer 
about overseas missions work?  Because this is the task given to the church to do before 
Christ comes back.  And we still have work to do.  Of the world’s 16,448 people groups 
(what is meant by nations) 7,085 are left without a viable witness to the gospel.  We have 
the resources to get this done.  We just need the impetus.  And verses like this will do it. 
 But secondly, this is also a promise.  Even during this time of tribulation and 
wickedness, with so many reasons for despair, the gospel will be preached, the kingdom 
of God will expand, Jesus says.  And it has.  As much as I see to be discouraged by, I 
look at how things were when Jesus said these words and how they are today and I see a 
global faith.  As much as I see the church in the West in decline I see the church in the 
global south growing.  There were more people worshipping Jesus in China this morning 
than America.  This Christianity thing is not bunk.  Jesus predicted hardship, but he also 
predicted expansion.  And it has happened.  Just a little more to go.  Maybe some of you 
God is calling to go preach the gospel to an unreached people group.  Everyone else is to 
be concerned and pray and give. 
 
Flee 

It seems that starting in v. 15 Jesus begins talking about the destruction of the 
Temple.  The main point here is that it will be a horrific time.  But God will sustain his 
elect.  Jesus is predicting that God will bring judgment on the Jewish people for their sin 
and rejection of Jesus.  The Temple will be leveled.  And it will be a dreadful time, great 
distress.  Horrific for pregnant women and nursing mothers.  The Roman response to the 
Jewish revolt in AD 70 was crushing. 

Jesus is telling his followers who are alive at that time and still in Judea to be 
aware and to “flee to the mountains” (v. 16) without delay.  Eusebius tells us that this is 
what happened.  Large numbers of Christians fled Jerusalem and lived in the foothills of 
Pella.5  The destruction of the Temple in AD 70 was an epochal event, in some ways 
unique, but in other ways just part of the snowballing history and a pattern for future 
times of grave uncertainty and destruction.  I’ve often wondered what our response as a 
church should be if a doomsday scenario unfolded in Chicago.  Should we all stay and 
serve people and witness to the gospel in the aftermath.  Or should we flee to Iowa?  I 
don’t know.  One thing I hope happens is that we don’t all act like individuals and 
disperse each man for himself.  We’re a community… with a mission to this city and we 
should make those kinds of decisions together and look after each other. 

What I also hope doesn’t happen is mass panic.  Jesus is talking about moving 
with haste and shrewdness, but he also is trying to allay utter fear.  He says that the 
Christians around at the fall of Jerusalem and those facing similar experiences today can 
pray (v. 20).  That God will hear and be merciful.  This isn’t a time to forget God and 
look out for yourself, it’s a time to trust God.  And Jesus says that “for the sake of the 
elect those days will be shortened” (v. 22).  God’s people, those who have genuinely been 
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given faith, will be preserved.  God will not allow them to have more trials than they can 
handle. 

This is the main point to take away from this section.  Things may get really bad.  
You may feel at times like you just can’t go on, there appears to be no way out.  God will 
not give you more than you, with his presence, can handle.  He will sustain you.  He 
loves you.  And he doesn’t allow anything to happen to you that he will not carry you 
through and even use to strengthen and refine you.  Whatever suffering you are going 
through or might go through, it will not overwhelm you.  For the sake of the elect he will 
cut it short.  You may feel like you’re just hanging on by the last filament of faith, but he 
will preserve you. 
 
Be Gathered 
 Now the language turns a corner and, I believe, begins to look to the final 
dénouement and conclusion.  Jesus warns his disciples not to believe anyone during the 
time of the Temple’s destruction that Jesus has come back.  “At that time if anyone says 
to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it.  For false Christs 
and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the 
elect – if that were possible [which it’s not].  See, I have told you ahead of time.  So if 
anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the desert,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the 
inner rooms,’ do not believe it.  For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even 
in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of man.  Wherever there is a carcass, there 
the vultures will gather” (vv. 23-28). 
 I love this description.  You won’t miss the Second Coming.  Nobody will.  You 
will know it immediately.  It won’t be like he touches down somewhere and it takes time 
for the news trucks to get there and you may be sleeping during it.  It will be like 
lightning that lights up the sky.  It will be undeniable and unavoidable, universal.  The 
cosmic conflagration language in v. 29 about the sun being darkened etc… is language 
that’s used metaphorically other times in the Bible to talk about major events of judgment 
(i.e. Is. 13:10), but this time it will be literal.  “The sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory” (v. 30). 
 The barrier between the heavenly realm and the physical will be shattered, 
something sci-fi has never thought of will actually take place.  Everyone will be 
confronted with the reality of Christ’s power and authority and reign.  And it will be an 
indescribably frightful event for anyone who has not put their faith in him.  The splendor 
of his coming will be unbearable for many, unspeakable horror as justice is meted out.  
Things will not always be this way, everything going on just as it has since the 
beginning of creation – summer, winter, springtime, harvest, eating, drinking, marrying, 
being given in marriage.  It will all cease someday.  As v. 35 says, “heaven and earth will 
pass away.”  Jesus will be revealed for every eye to see.  Are you ready for that? 
 You can be.  How can the second coming of Christ not be something that you fear 
but something you anticipate?  If you know that for you the Day of the Lord or Judgment 
Day has already happened.  How so?  Well, when Jesus died on the cross and the sun was 
darkened for three long hours and was forsaken by the Father and endured the greatest of 
physical and spiritual suffering and the earth shook and the rocks split in two the final 
judgment was coming down on Jesus in the middle of history.  Do you believe that was 
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God’s gavel of justice coming down on you?  That you have been condemned and 
experienced God’s full judgment in Christ on the cross?  And that “therefore, there is 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1)? 
 If you know that then you know that any hardship in this life is not saddistic 
punishment from a Judge but loving discipline from a Father.  And that when Christ 
comes again there will be no fear but it will be the fulfillment of all your dreams.  Jesus 
says, “He will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other” (v. 31).  That trumpet blast will 
sound the alarm for many, but for you, if you are hidden in Christ, it will be the most 
triumphant, beautiful, alluring fanfare.  “In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye… the last 
trumpet… will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed” 
(1Cor. 15:52).  “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the 
Lord forever” (1Thess. 4:16-17). 
 “Caught up.”  “Gathered together.”  It’s a great picture of comfort and acceptance 
and rest and reunion, of tenderness and compassion and delight.  “From the four winds, 
from one end of the heavens to the other.”  Christ’s church will not fail to span the whole 
earth!  “And we shall be with the Lord forever.”  It will be eternal bliss.  “Our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Rom. 
8:18).  It will all make sense.  It will all be worth it.  We will enjoy the Lord and his 
works in ways that the greatest poet of this age has no words for and has not even seen a 
glimpse.  All sin and suffering and evil will be gone.  “Nothing impure will ever enter it” 
(Rev. 21:27).  “That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to 
a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness” (2Pe. 3:12-13). 
 Are you barely holding on?  Disillusioned by the sin within and the mess without 
– false hopes, the carnage of war, natural disasters, persecution, betrayal, people leaving 
the church, false teaching, wickedness, catastrophes.  Things will not always be this 

way.  “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to 
you who are troubled…  This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 
in blazing fire with his powerful angels.  He will punish those who do not know God and 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 
on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all 
those who have believed.  This includes you, because you believed [the] testimony to [the 
gospel]” (1Thess. 1:6-10). 
 
The Lord’s Table 

 Let’s rehearse that gospel again as we gather to eat the Lord’s Table.  This meal is 
a reminder of the cruel suffering of Jesus – in his body broken and blood shed Judgment 
Day has already happened for you; you’re called out as a sinner and your sins are paid 
for.  But it is also a foretaste of the great banquet that awaits us when the resurrected and 
ascended Jesus comes again.  Full acceptance, communion, joy, sustenance… 
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Benediction 
Dear friends, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of 
lawless men and fall from your secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen.  – 2 
Peter 3:17-18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 21, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 
written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
 
End notes: 

                                                 
1 This would be part of what’s called the preterist position which says that what Jesus is talking about here 
was all fulfilled in 70 AD with the destruction of the temple.  There are different variations of this position, 
but in some form it can even be seen in people like R.C. Sproul and R.T. France. 
2 See 1Macc. 1:41-61. 
3 See Ted Olsen and Ken Smith, “The Second Coming Christ Controversy,” in Christianity Today 
(September 2012), 36-44. 
4 http://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/06/books/chapters/0713-1st-hedges.html?pagewanted=all&smid=pl-
share 
5 Eccl. Hist. 3.5.3. 


