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Text 
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the 

law, tested him with this question: 36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37 Jesus 

replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 

This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 41 While the Pharisees were gathered 

together, Jesus asked them, 42 "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?" "The son of 

David," they replied. 43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 

'Lord'? For he says, 44 "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under 

your feet."' 45 If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?" 46 No one could say a word in reply, 

and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

 

Introduction 
 Jesus spent the last week of his earthly life in Jerusalem.  There he encountered 

great opposition which resulted, finally, in his being crucified.  There was one string of 

three cleverly devised questions brought to Jesus with the intent of showing him up.  

We’ve been looking at that the last couple weeks.  We dealt with the first question two 

weeks ago – some Pharisees together with some Herodians go to Jesus and ask a political 

question about taxes.  Then last week some Sadducees went with their theological 

question about the resurrection.  Today the Pharisees double back and send their best 

expert with a debated ethical question. 

So political, theological, ethical.  They are trying everything they can to trip up 

Jesus and they’re doing it by keeping the issues out there somewhere; it’s academic.  But 

that makes perfect sense.  The very reason why they are opposing Jesus is because he is 

presenting himself as a Messiah that cannot be kept out there.  He is always getting in 

here – into the heart, poking around.  They want a Messiah that deals with the problems 

out there.  Jesus is coming and getting very personal.  And people don’t like that.  We 

like to keep stuff out there. 

Are there some ways that you have made Jesus into an idea, a theory, a leader of a 

cause you can get behind.  Does Christianity for you sometimes become academic, 

external?  Maybe it’s become very politicized, especially in this election season that is a 

danger for many Christians.  Maybe it is a matter for theological debate and rumination, a 

danger for many of you who are theological students.  Or maybe you’ve reduced it in 

your mind to the ethical; it’s about what I can and can’t do, what I should do and what 

I’m doing or not doing.  And again, ethics is a great way to keep the real Jesus at bay.  It 
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also drives many people away: those who think they’re doing a pretty good job stick 

around, those who can’t ever measure up bolt.  But ethics is not the essence of what 

Christianity is about; Christ is. 

So let’s not come to this text in a detached manner, like a first-century Pharisee or 

Herodian or Sadducee.  Let’s listen to Jesus, understand him rightly, and let him get into 

and deal with the real stuff in our lives and hearts.  In short, what we are to see today is 

just this: you need a bigger Savior than you think.  And Jesus is the biggest Savior 

there can be. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Law 

 The Pharisees were fixated on the Law.  What is right?  What is wrong?  What 

can I do?  What can’t I do?  And these questions aren’t bad.  After all, God had spoken 

on such things.  Much of the Bible is taken up with those questions.  What is expected of 

me?  How am I supposed to live?  These are not irrelevant questions.  There is right and 

wrong.  God has a will, standard.  He has spoken about how people should act in certain 

situations and relationships.  The Law (the first 5 books of the OT) spelled it out.  The 

Writings showed how Israel lived (or failed to live) in accordance with God’s revealed 

will.  And the Prophets called God’s people back to God’s Law, his commands.  

Wrestling with ethical issues is important. 

And Jesus has tried to dispel any doubts that he was somehow here to subvert all 

such notions of right or wrong raised, a suspicion that was raised by the types of people 

he attracted.  Remember what he said back in Matthew 5:17?  “Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 

them.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 

least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished” (5:17-18).  Jesus strictly upheld all of the Law. 

But there were many laws in the OT (613 by one count) and among those who 

took them seriously there was great debate about how to catalogue them.  Were some 

lighter and some heavier?  Some said they were all the same.  Some teachers of the Law 

said the greatest commandment was to honor your parents.  Others had different 

nominations for greatest commandment.  Could the whole law be summed up and stated 

during the time you could stand on one leg?  That was a question put forward to one 

Rabbi around that time.  It was a raging debate and it seemed another possible way to get 

Jesus to misspeak and alienate large crowds. 

So, “hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  

One of them, and expert in the law, tested [by the way, testing is not a positive thing] him 

with this question: ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’” (vv. 34-

36).  They were trying to bring Jesus into this ethical debate, hoping again to get 

something on him, maybe even confirm him as someone who disregards the Law. 

Jesus’ reply is perhaps not entirely novel or unheard of in that time, but is 

nonetheless a brilliant summary of the Law, one that comes very naturally from the OT 

itself.  He quotes from the Torah, first from Deut. 6:5 and then from Leviticus 19:18.  

Deuteronomy 6:5 is part of what Jews call the Shema – “Shema Israel…”  “Hear, O 

Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your 
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heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Dt. 6:4-5).  It was recited by 

faithful Jews like the Pharisees twice daily.  It was posted on the doorframes of houses.  

It was a central verse.  And Jesus says “this is the first and greatest commandment” (v. 

38). 

And then he adds, “And the second is like it [it goes with it]: ‘Love you neighbor 

as yourself’” (v. 39).  That is pulled out of a list of laws found in Leviticus.  It’s Leviticus 

19:18.  It makes logical sense that these two go together.  It’s about love.  Love is other-

directed.  God is the greatest other.  And people are made in God’s image.  And as it says 

later in the NT in 1 John 4:20, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a 

liar.  For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, 

whom he has not seen.” 

Jesus then says, “All the Law and the Prophets [that is the whole OT] hang on 

these two commandments” (v. 40).  God’s revealed will is like a massive suspension 

bridge and the two great vertical suspenders that all the 613 suspension cables hang from 

are (1) Love God, and (2) Love your neighbor.  Everything can be put in these two 

categories.  And really, this is just a further distillation of another way of summarizing 

the Law – the Ten Commandments.  The Ten Commandments are a summary of the 

whole Law.  And if you look at the Ten Commandments the first four deal with worship 

of God (you shall have no other gods, no images, don’t take his name in vain, rest on the 

Sabbath); they operate vertically.  The last six are oriented horizontally; they deal with 

how we are to treat others (honor parents, don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t 

steal, don’t give false testimony, don’t covet).  The Ten Commandments are organized 

nicely into these two topics: Love of God and love of neighbor. 

So this answer from Jesus makes a lot of sense.  It’s clear from the Law itself (cf. 

Dt. 10:12-13).  The Prophets repeatedly call for this kind of heart religion.  Micah 6:8 – 

“He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  Love God and love 

your neighbor, this is the essence of the Law.  And other NT books repeat this idea that 

“love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:10; cf. Gal. 5:14, Jas. 2:8).  One modern 

scholar puts it this way, “The entire biblical revelation demands heart religion marked by 

total allegiance to God, loving him and loving one’s neighbor.”
1
 

In Mark’s Gospel when we see another account of this same event we’re told that 

the expert in the Law then also agreed with Jesus.  “Well said, teacher…  You are right” 

(Mk. 12:32).  So the Pharisees can’t really find a big difference here between them and 

him on the issue of the Law.  Jesus upholds it and handles it rightly.  It is a brilliant 

answer, a succinct statement of what is required and expected of us. 

So let’s flesh it out a bit more.  What does it mean to love God?  The Shema 

elaborates: “love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength” (Dt. 6:5).  That’s a way of saying, “With everything you have.”  It’s not a 

merely external going through the motions, doing a bare minimum.  It means making 

God’s glory be what your life is all about.  Your everything.  You don’t have a career box 

and a family box and a hobbies box and a God box.  It means you want your career and 

your family and your hobbies and all your time and energy to be ultimately about 

knowing God and making him known. 

Loving God with your whole heart means enjoying him.  It entails opening up 

your emotional life to him.  We all have an emotional life.  Some guys that seem 
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emotionally handicapped usually have no problem pumping their fist when their team 

scores a touchdown.  Or guys who are otherwise stoics, beam with affection at their baby 

grandkids.  Women usually don’t have as much trouble with this, but if they do there is 

still something that gets their emotions going.  Loving God means directing those feelings 

towards him.  Pumping your fist when you see a breathtaking view of nature that he 

created.  Beaming with joy and delight when you hear someone’s testimony of becoming 

a Christian.  Goosebumps, tearing up at certain thoughts of God’s character.  Singing 

loudly his praise.  Making use of music in personal and public worship is one way we can 

love God with our whole heart.  I heard one pastor say recently that he can always tell 

when someone gets genuinely converted – he starts singing in the service on Sundays! 

Loving God with all our soul involves praying constantly through the day, 

continual conversation.  Prayers of adoration and prayers of dependence, looking to him 

for help.  It means offering up your life entirely to him – take me wherever you want me.  

I’m all yours.  I hold back no part of me. 

Loving God with all your strength entails using your time, talents, and energies 

for his service.  Every moment you say, “With this energy you have provided I want to 

live to show the world that you are everything.”  It means doing what he says!  “If you 

love me, you will obey what I command” (Jn. 14:15).  It implies a striving after, running 

towards, mustering up every ounce of power at your disposal to pursue God. 

These are all really just synonyms piled on top of each other to stress the 

completeness, the all-encompassing nature of the love that we are to have for God.  But 

it’s interesting that Jesus here actually drops off the word ‘strength’ and adds the term 

‘mind’.  We are to love God with our minds too.  He made us the only rational creatures 

for a reason.  There is a whole sermon there, but what that means is thinking, reflecting, 

meditating, reading.  We don’t just shut off our minds all the time and seek to be 

entertained with ‘mindless’ media.  We pursue understanding, insight into new truths 

about who God is and what he’s done.  We give over all our mental faculties to more 

clearly perceiving and articulating God’s glory. 

Loving God is not sentimental, pure emotion, it involves the mind, the heart, and 

the will; the intellect, the emotions, and the actions.  Loving God with all your heart, 

soul, strength, and mind means that God is what your life is all about and you don’t 

resent that at all but it is a happy thing for you. 

Now, some of this stuff can sound a bit intangible or conceptual.  That’s why love 

of neighbor is thrown in there.  We actually love God by loving our neighbors, and 

neighbors are just all the other people we share planet earth with, especially the ones we 

see and encounter in our daily lives.  We aren’t meant to live on top of a pole in a 

monkish meditation all day.  We are meant to get out into the world and get involved 

with other people.  By citing love as the organizing principle of the law, Jesus focuses all 

religious duty outside of us. 

So what does it mean to love your neighbor as yourself?  Nobody has to be told to 

care for themselves; it’s instinctual.  But we must be commanded to love others.  And 

that means giving them the same, if not higher consideration than you give yourself.  It 

means not focusing exclusively on your career, your reputation, your financial security, 

your preferences, your convenience.  Rather love involves putting yourself in someone 

else’s shoes.  It’s the Golden Rule – doing the things for other people that you would like 

them to do for you. 
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Love looks like willingly getting up in the middle of the night to change a baby 

that has puked all over her crib.  It looks like caring for a dying parent even though you 

have living to do.  It looks like going into a social gathering seeking who you can bless, 

not seeking to impress.  It looks like truly focusing on other people in conversations and 

listening.  It looks like praying for other people in a disciplined way and following up 

with people after they’ve shared.  It looks like risking your reputation to share the gospel 

with someone you know. 

“Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.   

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres” (1Cor. 13:4-7). 

Love is sacrificial.  “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 

life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers” (1Jn. 3:16).  So we love 

by relinquishing our rights and wishes for the good of others.  We give up certain dreams, 

endure certain inconveniences to serve. 

Love is long-suffering.  It’s prolonged, over time.  It sticks things out.  I 

remember a girl in my friend group freshman year of college right before Fall Break 

saying to me, “Nathan, I love you.”  It wasn’t romantic.  We were just really excited 

about experiencing this thing called Christian community (I went to a Christian college).  

I remember glowing with this newfound intimacy.  “Wow, this is what real, adult 

community looks like,” I thought.  But around Christmas break I had done something 

very immature and she got upset and we sort of stopped being friends and my clique 

changed and now I have no idea where she is anymore.  That was not real love.  Love is 

in it for the long-haul.  Like a marriage that lasts through thick and thin for 60 years.  In 

our society I think we may miss out on a lot of opportunities for love because we’re all 

pursuing our own personal fulfillment and moving around all the time.  Just something to 

think about… 

Love is forgiving.  “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 

may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Col. 3:13).  These are 

the most beautiful pictures of love.  Not when everything goes fairy-tale-ish and nobody 

every hurts your or disappoints you.  That is most people ideal picture of love.  But real 

love is when you get in past the superficial feelings of infatuation, which are often 

produced by some idol of community or some sense of self-importance that you were 

included, and you step on toes and see the yuck and you still stick together, work it out.  

That’s love. 

And love extends even to enemies, Jesus said (5:44).  The people that treat you 

the worst.  Richard Wurmbrand, who was himself imprisoned and tortured by 

Communists in Romania in the middle of the 20
th

 century, wrote: 

 

I have seen Christians in communist prisons with 50 pounds of chains on 

their feet, tortured with red-hot iron pokers, in whose throats spoonfuls of 

salt had been forced, being kept afterward without water, starving, 

whipped, suffering from cold, and praying with fervor for the communists.  

This is humanly inexplicable!  It is the love of Christ, which was shed into 

our hearts.
2
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That is what it means to love your neighbor! 

So an expert in the Law wanted to test Jesus about what the Law was all about.  

Jesus said, “Love God with everything you have and inextricably bound up with that is to 

love your neighbor as you would your very self.  That is what is required and expected of 

people.”  The Pharisee said, “Right!  Good answer.  The Law is binding and the Law is 

demanding.”  The Pharisees and Jesus agreed in principle on the Law.  The Pharisees got 

it, in theory… but the problem is that they didn’t get that they couldn’t do this!  They 

thought they were keeping the Law!  We’ll see Jesus take them to town on this next time 

in ch. 23. 

 Listen: none of us has or can love God and others this way.  We hear of moving 

stories like those Christians in the Communist prison (and I don’t doubt that they are 

true), but most of us most of the time have a hard time loving that person who said a 

careless word to us.  And we sulk and slink away from relationship.  Most of us most of 

the time are really put out by other people, especially when they have problems.  

Sometimes we are empathetic and pray and offer help, but even then a large part of why 

we love is so that others will think we are loving.  And a large part of us really wants 

those in our life to be doing well so that they will stop making life hard for us and start 

making us look good.  Do you know what I mean? 

Let’s face it: we are just naturally in love with ourselves.  Shirley MacLaine 

summed up the human sentiment well when she said in a Washington Post interview: 

 

The only sustaining love involvement is with yourself….  When you look 

back on your life and try to figure out where you’ve been and where you 

are going, when you look at your work, your love affairs, your marriages, 

your children, your pain, your happiness – when you examine all that 

closely, what you really find out is that the only person you really go to 

bed with is yourself.  The only person you really dress is yourself.  The 

only thing you have is working to the consummation of your own identity.  

And that’s what I’ve been trying to do all my life.
3
 

 

That’s really what we are all trying to do all our lives.  Look out for #1, carve out our 

own identity.  People are “lovers of themselves” (2Tim. 3:2).  And even Christians, who 

have a new life in them, who have the love of God poured out into their hearts by the 

Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), fail daily to love God and love others.  John Newton, the man 

who wrote the hymn Amazing Grace and whose life exhibited great changes subsequent 

to his conversion, once said about himself – “So much forgiven, so little, little love.  So 

many mercies, so few returns.  Such great privileges, and a life so sadly below them.”
4
  

This is the reality even for the greatest of saints. 

 

The Messiah 

 So the Pharisees were right about the Law, but they were wrong about 

themselves.  That’s how Conservatives usually are.  They are, generally, right about 

ethics.  But they don’t take it far enough into their heart.  They think they are keeping it.  

Liberals prioritize love over the law; Conservatives rightly will prioritize love within the 

law;
5
 both fail to realize that they fail to love! 
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 And what that meant for the Pharisees is that they woefully underestimated what 

kind of a Messiah they would need.  They thought it was all about lawkeeping and they 

thought they themselves were keeping it, so they thought they just needed a political 

figure, one like King David of old, to come and drive out all the lawless ones and set up a 

nice, happy, law-keeping people.  But they were not loving with every ounce of their 

being.  They themselves were condemned by the Law.  Therefore, they needed a bigger 

Savior than they thought.  And that’s what Jesus is getting at in vv. 41-46 when he 

turns the tables and asks a question of his own. 

 “While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, ‘What do you 

think about the Christ?  Whose son is he?’  “The son of David,’ they replied” (vv. 41-42).  

Again, this is right in a certain sense.  The OT was clear that there was a Promised One 

coming and that he would be of the line of David (see 2Sam. 7:13-14; Is. 11:1, 10; Jer. 

23:5).  And Jesus was “as to his human nature… a descendant of David” (Rom. 1:3; see 

1:6). 

But the Pharisees failed to see something more.  One of the clearest messianic 

Psalms is Psalm 110.  So Jesus directs the Pharisees back to this Psalm and asked them, 

“How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls [the Messiah] ‘Lord’?  For he 

says, “’The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under 

your feet.”’  If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” (vv. 43-45).  The 

first thing I want you to notice here, and this goes with last week’s sermon, but Jesus 

believed that the OT represented people “speaking by the Spirit.”  The inspiration of 

Scripture is Jesus’ idea! 

But now the main logic is that David is writing this Psalm and referring to 

someone else, the Messiah, and referring to him as his superior.  Generally an ancestor is 

superior to his descendants.  David says that the LORD (Yahweh) said to his Lord (which 

is a different word in the Hebrew that means Master or something like that), “Sit at my 

right hand…”  David is talking about someone far greater than he, someone on an 

entirely different plane.  Someone of cosmic proportions.  Someone not just sitting on a 

throne in Jerusalem, but a throne in Heaven.  “Jesus’ contemporaries seem to have 

thought of ‘the Son of David’ as a Messiah like David, one who would sit on David’s 

throne, make warlike conquests as David did, and in general be David all over again.”
6
  

They were expecting someone in David’s mold, but they needed someone far better, they 

needed a bigger Savior than they thought.  Jesus is trying to get them to recognize that 

he is that.  Jesus is not just there to rule over a people who keep the law.  He’s there to 

save a people who have no power to keep the law. 

Psalm 110 is the most quoted OT passage in all of the NT!  Psalm 110 is a 

powerful prediction of Jesus.  It speaks of a cosmic King who sits at the right hand of 

God.  And it speaks of a King who is also a Priest.  In the OT system a king couldn’t also 

be a priest.  But in Jesus we have a cosmic King who is also a priest in the order of 

Melchizedek.  He is the great High Priest who provided final and complete atonement for 

his people’s sins by offering up himself, his own blood to pay once and for all for the 

lawless acts of his people.  And then three days later he rose from the dead, crushing 

death and Satan, and ascended to the right hand of God.  That is where Jesus is today, 

reigning, by his Spirit expanding his Church, waiting till he comes again to judge and 

punish all law-breakers who have not fled to him. 
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Also recognize that part of his position at the right hand of the Father involves 

interceding for us (Rom. 8:34).  It’s a picture of honor and power and authority, but it’s 

also a picture of his grace.  It’s not the quality of our love that brings us into or keeps us 

in God’s favor.  It’s the crucified and risen Messiah sitting at God’s right hand with nail 

scarred hands saying, “She’s mine.”  “I died for his sins.”  “I rose for her justification.”  

That’s what brings us to God, not our efforts at loving. 

Well, this put an end to all questions (v. 46).  They couldn’t trap Jesus.  They 

would have to get rid of him some other way.  And they would.  Because what’s the real 

issue here?  It’s not taxes or resurrection or interpretations of the Law, but submission.  

They refused to submit to Jesus’ assessment of them that they were lawbreakers and that 

they needed him to save them from their sin.  They couldn’t stomach that.  The Apostle 

Peter picks back up on Psalm 110 in his sermon on Pentecost in Acts 2 after Jesus had 

died and been raised and ascended into heaven; he quotes this part of Psalm 110 and 

concludes – “‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 

you crucified, both Lord and Christ.’  When the people heard this, they were [finally] cut 

to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’  Peter 

replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins’” (Acts 2:36-38).  That’s the point: repentance and faith in Christ 

for the forgiveness of sins.  He doesn’t tell them, “Resolve to love God better and love 

others more.” 

We need a Savior big enough to save us from the wrath of a holy God toward our 

infinite sin.  Because we have not loved the Lord our God with all our hearts and with all 

our souls and with all our minds.  We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.  

Therefore we have broken God’s law at the most fundamental level.  We are not 

righteous.  Some people think that Jesus’ words here about love makes things simpler, 

easier.  It’s not really about all these rules and regulations.  The essence of Christianity is 

loving God and others… as if that were easier!  One person has even said, “I finally 

realized that the gospel is not about rules; it’s about loving God and each other.  So what 

have you done this week to help out someone you know?”
7
 

That’s sadly the message that often gets passed off as Christianity, but it’s missing 

Jesus’ point here.  The Pharisees needed a bigger Savior than they thought.  We need 

a bigger Savior than we think.  We need someone greater than David.  “‘Just love God 

and people’ is not the gospel; it is precisely that holy demand of the law that we have 

grievously failed to keep,” writes one person.  Whereas many people offer “a false 

distinction between law and love, the biblical distinction is between law and gospel.  Our 

love toward God and neighbor is the essence of the law; God’s love toward us in Jesus 

Christ is the essence of the gospel.  ‘In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins’ (1 John 4:10).”
8
 

 

Conclusion 
 And actually, keeping the gospel the main thing in the end does help us begin to 

love God and others.  It’s funny how it works.  A genuine encounter with a Messiah of 

this magnitude, not just a debate about ethics or an appeal to love, but a vision of the 

crucified and resurrected God-Man seated at the right hand of the Father having provided 

purification for sins (Heb. 1:3) actually changes our behavior, makes us more law-

keeping, more loving.  Here’s one example: putting kids to bed… 
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The Lord’s Table 
Jesus said once about a certain man that “he who has been forgiven little loves 

little” (Lk. 7:47).  “Love begins with being totally honest about our sin.  [That man, a 

Pharisee,] did not love very much, because he had not been forgiven very much.  But the 

reason he had not been forgiven much was that he did not think he had very many sins to 

be forgiven.  The same is true for us: if we do not love, it is because we are not honest 

enough about our sin to take it to the cross.  The result is a self-righteousness that shrivels 

our souls.”
9
 

But there’s hope for Pharisees!  After all, the Apostle Paul was once one.  He 

recognized himself as the chief of sinners.  And he made the good news that Christ died 

for sinners the centerpiece of his life.  And he told us to examine ourselves, recognizing 

our sin, and then eat this bread and drink this cup, recognizing our sin-bearing Messiah, 

who has taken away all our sin and seated us with himself in the heavenly realms with 

God.  We must keep doing this until he comes again… 

 

Benediction 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Col. 3:12). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 30, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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