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Text 
"Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to 

them, 18 “We are going up to Jerusalem,b and the Son of Manc will be delivered over to 

the chief priests and the teachers of the law.d They will condemn him to death 19 and will 

hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and floggede and crucified.f On the third 

dayg he will be raised to life!”h (Matthew 20:17-19, NIV) 

 

Introduction 

 

Jesus shares his knowing, his dying, and his rising with us. 

 

Let’s pray. Our Father in heaven, in the name of your Son Jesus I ask you to pour out 

your Holy Spirit on us, and let us know the cross of Christ the way he knows it, even if it 

means we share in his sufferings, so that we might participate also in his restored 

resurrection life. And even before our bodies are raised, let us know his resurrection 

power in our sufferings for this dying world so that through us the word of his cross 

might be fully known. Amen. 

 

Jesus shares his knowing 

 

Jesus is going to die, and he knows it. He knows all about the great suffering that he's 

about to undergo, and he makes it known to his disciples. But not only does Jesus know 

where he's going—he still keeps on going there, with his face set like flint toward the 

cross in Jerusalem! Matthew mentions this one way or another three times! First time: 

Verse 17: "Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem." Second time: Verse 17: "On the 

way [where? On the way to the cross in Jerusalem], he took the Twelve aside and said 

to them." Third time: Verse 18:“We are going up to Jerusalem." 

 

So he knows exactly where he's going and what's going to happen when he gets there. He 

says, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to 

the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and 

will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the 
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third day he will be raised to life!" Jesus knows what's going to happen to him in 

Jerusalem, but he goes on nonetheless.  

 

So we might ask: If Jesus knows the awful suffering he's about to endure in Jerusalem, 

then why does he keep going that way? I’m going to ask why a few times so we can go 

deeper and deeper into Christ’s reasoning for going to his cross. I mean, this is not 

natural. If you know that you’ll die if you go somewhere, you don’t go there! You go 

anywhere but there! So if Jesus knows he’s gonna die, why doesn’t he turn around and 

head to Samaria or Egypt? Why does he continue to go? I mean, Mark’s account tells us 

that his followers were freaked out that he kept going (cf. Mk. 10.32-34). Why, then, is 

he dead set on going to his execution?  

 

The answer is that he’s blood earnest about going to die because of you and me. Look at 

the steadfast love of your God here. Steadfast love. Nothing can stop him. He is going to 

stretch out his arms and die to show God’s love for you. And he did it. He accomplished 

this salvation 2,000 years ago breathing his last in the place of sinners who cherish him 

on a hill in Jerusalem, on a Roman cross, the rough-hewn accursed tree that suspended 

him between heaven and earth and plunged him into our infinitely godless torment, until 

our infinitely great debt with God was paid in full. 

 

Brothers and sisters, he did this. Why? For us. But why did he do it for us? Because he 

wanted to. Now, one could come to the conclusion by a shallow reading of the passive 

verbs here that Jesus was a merely passive recipient of what happened to him. Verse 18: 

“the Son of Man will be betrayed.” Verse 19: He will “be mocked and flogged and 

crucified.” The action is not done by Jesus. It’s done by the Jewish religious leaders and 

the Roman authorities who “condemn” and kill him. But the whole fact that Jesus knows 

this is going to happen and yet goes there still testifies to the fact that he’s no mere 

victim. He is that: The only truly innocent victim. But he is 10,000 times more! He is 

intentionally walking into this suffering and death for us! He is on a mission, as Phil will 

show us next week in verse 28, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

 

So he did this for us willingly. But why? If we dig deeper into Scripture, our shovel will 

strike the ultimate answer. The great bedrock upon which his willingness to die for us 

rests, is that he did this all, not because of anything in us, but because of his relationship 

with God, his Father. The apostle John recounts Jesus saying, “I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep… I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 

down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

And then listen to this. He continues saying, “For this reason the Father loves me, 

because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay 

it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 

up again. This charge I have received from my Father” (Jn. 10.11-18, ESV). 
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So Jesus knows where he’s going and yet keeps going, and we’ve taken a step back to 

admire the big picture about why that is. But the point is that he knows where he’s going. 

But more than even that, the point is that he shares his knowledge with his disciples. This 

is the third time he’s tried to make this clear to them. And a remarkable thing about the 

way he has been telling them is that he keeps adding more details to what’s going to 

happen to him. He starts with the basic stuff in chapter 16. Matthew says that after Peter 

confessed Jesus as the Christ that “From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that 

he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (16.21, ESV). In chapter 17 he hints 

at the fact that he will be betrayed or “be delivered into the hands of men, and they will 

kill him, and he will be raised on the third day” (17.22-23, ESV). And finally in chapter 

20 on the way to Jerusalem while many are making their annual pilgrimage to celebrate 

the Passover, he reveals even more—the sun peaks over the horizon with a little more 

light—that his suffering will be at the hands of both his own people and ours, and that it 

will mean excoriation (by both lip and whip) and execution on a cross for him. 

 

Jesus shares his dying 

 

Ah, but it will not mean that for him only. And that’s what bothers his followers. He’s not 

just sharing his knowledge of his cross with them. By implication it means that there may 

be such suffering involved for them too, because of their association with him. If they are 

connected to him, and the powers that be want him dead, then it doesn’t take much 

deduction to figure out that they also may soon find a heavy, splintery cross at their 

backs. His sufferings overflow onto those who are united to him by faith. That’s why 

when he shared about his impending death in chapter 17, Matthew says that his disciples 

“were greatly distressed” (ESV). And that distress, that fear of death, seems to be at the 

heart of why Peter rebuked Jesus for saying he was gonna die in chapter 16. But Peter 

entertained this fear, Jesus says, because he was “not setting [his] mind on the things of 

God, but on the things of man.” Peter heard Jesus mention that he was going to suffer and 

die. And not only did he simply have no category for a suffering Messiah, he just did not 

want to suffer with a suffering Messiah. He wanted to reign with him! So his rebuking 

Jesus was a sinful strategy of self-salvation. But Jesus turns us from that to self-denial, 

responding to his rebuke with, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life [in this world] will lose 

it [in the coming kingdom], but whoever loses his life [please forgive my explanatory 

notes: “whoever loses his life” temporally] for my sake will find it [eternally]” (16.24-25, 

ESV).  

 

Jesus shares not only his knowing, but his dying also. We die daily. We die to ourselves. 

And, my fellow comfortable Americans, believe it or not, with ever-increasing frequency 

in our world in our time, those who claim Christ as their own do often physically die for 

it. 

 

Jesus shares his rising 
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But the good news is that if you find yourself staring death in the face because of your 

union with Christ, you need not be afraid. You can sing and pray for your persecutors’ 

forgiveness and share with your hopeless executioners the good news of the death of 

death in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Because Jesus shares with us not only 

his knowing and his dying, but also his own rising from the grave! 

 

Now, the disciples did not understand what all this death and resurrection talk was about. 

They were more frightened than they were enlightened. Rather than pursuing childlike 

humility, they wanted still to be better than each other in the very next passage. Rather 

than dying to their own selfish desires, they still seem to want their idols of self to be 

great and to be served. I mean, Matthew did not write his gospel as it was happening. It 

wasn’t until after Jesus’ words came true and he rose from the dead and breathed out his 

Spirit upon his people that Matthew’s sails were filled, and he was driven along to write 

this gospel. This is the way the apostle John speaks. After the religious leaders had asked 

Jesus for a sign to prove his authority to demand reform in the temple, “Jesus answered 

them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘It has 

taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But 

[John explains] he was speaking about the temple of his body.” But, you see, John didn’t 

undersand that at first. So he explains, “When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 

that Jesus had spoken” (Jn. 2.18-22, ESV). 

 

Jesus shares his knowing 

 

You see redemption and revelation are two sides of the same coin. His crucifixion and 

resurrection reveal the glory of God to us. His blood speaks a better word. The Son 

makes himself known by his conduct. Redemption reveals God.  

 

The other side of that coin is that revelation redeems people. Jesus’ words before his 

crucifixion are redemptive revelation. With the simple fact that today’s passage is the 

third time Jesus has mentioned—or better, prophesied of—his approaching death, we can 

infer something important, namely, that there is something about Jesus’ death and 

resurrection that is so valuable, so worthy that we need to hear it over and over. And we 

need Jesus to repeat this gospel not only for its surpassing worth, but also because of our 

fragility and forgetfulness. Someone once asked, “How do you keep a broken vessel full? 

You keep it under the faucet!” Stay under the faucet, my friends! You and I leak! Don’t 

settle for your memories of his grace. If you do, you will quickly run dry! Abide in his 

Word! Even when it seems like you just hear the same thing over and over. Water does 

sometimes taste boring. But you will die without it! And the great thing is that as you 

drink this water, God matures your appetite and refines your taste so that you begin to 

long for this sweet, life-giving gospel more and more, like a deer panting for flowing 

streams. 

 

But Jesus does not just tell us this gospel “over and over.” He shares it with more and 

more clarity, because with greater and greater light comes greater and greater heat. And 

he is out to win white-hot passion for his Father. The way Jesus repeats this 
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announcement by adding more and more details is the same way God speaks throughout 

the entire Bible. You see, this revelation isn’t just redemptive; it’s progressive. Like 

Jesus’ words about his cross, the Bible begins with promises and ends with their 

fulfillment in Christ. And these promises make progress in what they reveal. Jesus’ 

identity and work is a promise that begins like a little acorn and slowly grows until we 

find a massive oak of righteousness planted by streams of water, whose leaves are green 

and never wither and are for the healing of the nations.   

 

You see, Jesus did not begin in the book of Matthew to share about his humiliation and 

exaltation. It’s a Word that has been declared over and over since the dawn of time. It’s a 

Word that we find developing in the womb of the Old Testament until it’s finally born 

and made flesh in the New. Along with those who are united to him by faith, Jesus is the 

seed of the woman (in Genesis 3:15) whose heel is stricken by the serpent, even as this 

devil and those who are in league with him, find their heads crushed beneath his (and 

our) feet. Jesus is the true Joseph, whose own people leave him for dead in the pit, but 

who is raised to sit at the right hand of the Emperor of the universe, and whose suffering 

and rising accomplishes the salvation of many people.  

 

But he’s not only in the Law. He’s also in the Prophets. Jonah is cast into the sea, 

presumed dead, and sinks down to the roots of the mountains. But he is brought up by a 

huge fish praying a prayer that acknowledges God’s salvation. And God uses this 

salvation of Jonah for the salvation of Nineveh. And we even have Jesus telling us that 

what happened to Jonah was a sign of what would happen to him. But is Jonah the only 

one who was a sign? David and Isaiah don’t think so (cf. Ps. 71.7; Isa. 8.18). Jeremiah is 

also thrown into a muddy cistern, but God saves him from death. And we find in Daniel 

chapter 6, leaders plotting to destroy this holy prophet. They throw him into a pit, and 

he’s presumed dead. But God raises him and thus defeats his enemies.  

 

But Jesus is not just in the Law and the Prophets, he is also the righteous man in the 

Psalms, who, by his Spirit, prays through his people’s lips about their and his enemies. 

Maybe you’ve heard how the apostle Peter referred to Psalm 16 as telling of Jesus’ 

resurrection as David prays, “you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one 

see corruption” (v. 10, ESV). But have you looked to see Jesus’ vindicating resurrection 

in the Psalms that follow? In Psalm 17, we see him praying that God would justify him 

and save him from his enemies because of his impeccable righteousness. Who could 

rightly pray that but Jesus? And in Psalm 18 we again find that image of God’s holy one 

being saved from a watery grave. Just listen to it. He says, “The cords of death 

encompassed me; the torrents of destruction assailed me; the cords of Sheol entangled 

me; the snares of death confronted me. In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my 

God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his 

ears. Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations also of the mountains trembled 

and quaked, because he was angry. Smoke went up from his nostrils, and devouring fire 

from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him. He bowed the heavens and came 

down... He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many waters. [What a 

baptism, right?!] He rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who hated me, 

for they were too mighty for me. They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the 
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LORD was my support. He brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, because he 

delighted in me.” And then he continues with what only a sinless man like Jesus could 

say, “The LORD dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness 

of my hands he has rewarded me. For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not 

wickedly departed from my God. For all his rules were before me, and his statutes I did 

not put away from me. I was blameless before him, and I kept myself from my guilt. So 

the LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of 

my hands in his sight” (18.4-24, ESV). Yes, this is something that David prayed. But it’s 

only something he prayed because of his union with Christ, and because he was a 

prophet. This image of God’s holy one being brought up from a pit of destruction is all 

over the Psalms. Psalm 30, “I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up and 

have not let my foes rejoice over me. O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you 

have healed me. O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to 

life from among those who go down to the pit” (vv. 1-3, ESV). Psalm 40, “I waited 

patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit 

of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure” 

(vv. 1-2, ESV). And there are many other Psalms that speak this way. And this image of 

being raised from a pit or a prison or a watery grave or a den of lions is just one way the 

Bible promises what is fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

But I draw your attention to these 3 sections that make up the Old Testament of the Bible, 

because it’s what Jesus refers to after he is raised from the dead. He says in Luke 24, 

“‘These are my words that I spoke with you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, ‘Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending 

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high’” (vv. 44-49, ESV). You see, Jesus’ knowledge of his death and 

resurrection that he shares with us is redemptive, progressive, and Biblical.  

 

And the reason why it’s important to understand Jesus’ knowledge is that that’s what he 

shares with us. The way he does it does look very much like the way anyone in this world 

shares knowledge. It does involve the transfer of knowledge from one person to another. 

But there is much more than that involved.  

 

Let me try to explain this. The Bible says that the condition of people since we’ve turned 

our backs on God is that we are spiritually dead. We have severed ourselves from the 

Source of life. Jesus says, “Let the dead bury their own dead.” And Paul says we are dead 

in our trespasses. With that in mind, think about this: You cannot educate, let alone edify, 

a dead person. A dead person would have to be raised from the dead to hear and learn and 

live according to what he or she hears. And that’s what’s so amazing about Jesus. His 

word—the word of the Creator of the universe—creates new life in the dead he speaks to. 

And the new life his word creates is nothing less than a participation in Jesus’ own 

resurrection life. The Father sends his Spirit to unite us to his risen Son through faith in 
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his word. And united to him as his bride we share in everything that is his, including his 

own knowledge. “We have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16; cf. Phil. 2.5). We begin to 

see things from his perspective and to truly think his thoughts after him. Any other way 

of knowledge is damnable because it centers and terminates on self, our greatest idol that 

Jesus demands that we deny. The only way of knowledge that God blesses is the way that 

centers in God himself, in the second person of the Trinity who fully shared in what was 

ours so that we might fully share by grace in what is his by nature. 

 

Jesus shares his dying 

 

But Jesus doesn’t just share his knowing. He also shares his dying with us. Now, I don’t 

want to blur the aspect of Jesus’ death that makes it something done by him alone for us. 

His death alone atones for our sins. But the way that atoning death became effective for 

us is that God looked at Jesus’ dying and counted it as our own dying in him. Jesus took 

what we deserved, but since God considered us as “in him” when he took it, he can now 

look at us as those who have already spent an eternity paying the penalty for our sins. So 

the apostle Paul can exclaim, “Through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 

God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 

me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2.19-20, ESV). 

 

And believers who shared in Christ’s death historically reflect that existentially. We’ve 

already seen the reality that we sometimes get killed for our faith in Christ. But even 

before that we die to the law, we die to the world, we die to our selfish desires and 

passions. The Christian life is cruciform, because it is shaped by a suffering Savior. As 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” That’s 

just the way love works in this world. It’s really hard to love. Sara and I have sometimes 

said this year, “These kids will be the death of me!” But maybe that’s the point. Maybe 

repentance is meant to be a kind of Copernican revolution where you turn from having 

everything orbiting yourself, to centering your life on God and others no matter the cost. 

 

The way of love is hard and unnatural in this world. That’s one reason why we need to 

continually hear the gospel of Christ together. Otherwise we’ll begin to trust in our own 

sufferings as if they were the one thing that defines us. Otherwise our sufferings can 

become like a false gospel. Beware of identifying yourself too much by the things you 

have suffered. If you do, you will never have a meaningful relationship because “No one 

understands what I have gone through.” Really? Can no one relate with you? Is this not a 

common temptation or trial? Does Christ not understand? Aren’t his sufferings alone 

unique? And isn’t it his suffering and not your own that ultimately defines you to the 

core? That’s why it’s so important to understand our sufferings in Christ as a 

participation in his sufferings. It takes our focus off of ourselves and places it onto him 

where it belongs. 
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Jesus shares his rising 

 

But thankfully we don’t just share in his dying. We also get to share in his rising. This 

resurrection power is what we need as we suffer in this world. And I say “we” need it, 

because we experience it best together in the church. Listen to how the apostle Paul talks 

about it in 2 Corinthians, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we 

may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 

ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 

through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. If we are afflicted, it is for your 

comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you 

experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for 

you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in 

our comfort” (vv. 3-7, ESV). 

 

It’s this resurrection comfort that the church enjoys now—as it looks back to Christ’s 

resurrection and looks forward to Christ’s return when we will be raised and fully 

restored—that enables us to take the gospel with us into suffering. If you are in Christ, 

you will suffer. Anyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will face 

persecution. But knowing that, keep on going to your cross. Why? Because Jesus’ Father 

is now your Father. And as you go, keep enjoying and proclaiming what you know about 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Die to your own plans and live on his mission.  

 

That’s what David Livingstone did. He left the comforts of England to be a missionary to 

Africa. He suffered so much, but listen to what he said about spending his life on Christ’s 

mission: 

 

For my own part, I have never ceased to rejoice that God has appointed me to 

such an office. People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of 

my life in Africa. . . . Is that a sacrifice which brings its own blest reward in 

healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright 

hope of a glorious destiny hereafter? Away with the word in such a view, and 

with such a thought! It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege. 

Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, with a foregoing of the 

common conveniences and charities of this life, may make us pause, and cause 

the spirit to waver, and the soul to sink; but let this only be for a moment. All 

these are nothing when compared with the glory which shall be revealed in and 

for us. I never made a sacrifice.
1
 

 

Somehow he found that Christ’s yoke was easy and his burden was light. So even if you 

suffer because of your union with Christ, it is slight and momentary and can even be 

considered “a privilege” because it is done in your Master’s service and actually achieves 

for you an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison. Even if you die on Christ’s 

mission, you will be raised and enter into the joy of your Master, his own unhindered 

fellowship that he enjoys with God the Father. So we can be free to “let goods and 

kindred go, this mortal life also. The body they may kill, [but] God’s truth abideth still.”  
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I want that for you and for myself and my family. And I want you to see that this is all 

just about knowing Jesus. May the apostle Paul’s words be ours also: 

 

Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the 

power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

(Phil. 3.8, ESV). 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

 

Let’s hear Jesus again remind us of what he did by eating the meal that depicts his death. 

The broken crackers remind us of his body broken for us and the blood of grapes remind 

us of his red blood spilled for us. You were crucified with him. If you don’t believe that, 

then don’t partake of this meal. You are welcome here and please continue to come and 

ask us any questions you want and let us know how we can serve you. But we want you 

to come to Jesus before you come to this table. 

 

If you do believe that Jesus died for your sins and arose for your justification, then please 

come and remember what he’s done afresh. The brass tray has wine and the chrome one 

has grape juice. And as we proclaim the Lord’s death through this meal, the worship team 

will lead us in some songs. 

 

Benediction 

May you never stop listening to Jesus tell you about his suffering and exaltation. And by 

his Spirit may you never stop telling others that same message, no matter the cost. 
 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Adam Smith on Sunday morning, August 12, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written 

to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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