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Text 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other 

side of the Jordan. 
2 
Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 

3 
Some Pharisees came to him 

to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 4 “Haven’t 

you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For 

this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 

separate.” 
7 
“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce 

and send her away?” 
8 
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts 

were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 

except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 
10 

The disciples said to him, 

“If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.” 
11 

Jesus replied, “Not 

everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who 

were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those 

who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should 

accept it.” 

 

Introduction 
 I suppose it’s a bit ironic that I am the one who is preaching this text to you since 

I am 25 and unmarried.  I come with no experience on marriage, no success stories of a 

marriage that has made it through some super tough years.  So I apologize for my 

inadequacies in that sense. Yet I am also thankful that what we’re here for today is not to 

hear about me and my experience but today we get to hear Jesus’ words.  In Paul’s letter 

to Timothy he gives him a very simple instruction.  He tells him to “Preach the word.” So 

that’s what we’re going to do today and I hope we can all sit under the word and let Jesus 

instruct us in our lives.  

 Talking about divorce is a little out of fashion these days.  It’s not exactly 

everyone’s favorite subject.  You’re probably not going to see a ten week series on 

divorce being advertised at a big church.  That’s not going to draw much of a crowd.  Yet 

why is that?  Well, an obvious reason is that divorce just isn’t a fun subject.  It’s a messy 

subject.  For starters there is an insane amount of debate over the topic just within the 

Christian church.  The biblical texts on divorce are difficult to wrestle through and there 

are a number of views on the subject.  It’s a really tough issue.  Yet, probably more 

pertinent is the fact that it’s a topic that hits so close to home for a lot of us.  Many of us 

are children of divorced parents and grandparents.  Maybe you’ve been divorced or are 

on the verge of divorce or your sister or brother or best friend has been divorced.  
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Divorce is all around us and so it’s very personal to us.  Whenever we talk about it 

(especially if we take any sort of dogmatic position) we are going to step on some toes.  

And I’m sure we’ll do that a bit today, so let’s be gracious with one another as we think 

through these things.   

Yet I think an interesting thing that we’re going to see in today’s text is that Jesus 

doesn’t really want to talk about divorce as much as he wants to talk about marriage. He 

wants to show us what marriage really is, which he shows will in turn shape our 

understanding of divorce.  So I hope we can really see Jesus’ picture of marriage today 

and that that will direct our understanding of divorce and how we even approach the 

topic.   

 And yet there is something even broader than marriage and divorce that Jesus 

wants to talk to us about and that is how to live life in and for the kingdom of God.  

Lately as I’ve been talking with people about preaching this text, I’ve caught myself only 

talking about divorce.  (some of you are saying “Yeah, we know…”).  I mean that is 

where the big debates around this text are and that’s probably the first issue that catches 

our eye.  Yet the more I have looked at this passage and the teaching of Jesus throughout 

Matthew the more I have seen that what Jesus is communicating to us is what life is to 

look like in the kingdom of God and here he shows us how our marriages and our 

singleness are to be shaped and held together with an eye to the kingdom.  

 Christ is continually referring to this “kingdom” throughout Matthew.  But what 

do we mean by the kingdom of God?  When we say the “Kingdom of God” (or as 

Matthew calls it, the Kingdom of Heaven) we are referring to Christ’s rule and his reign 

and all the blessings that his kingdom brings.  We know that the kingdom of heaven is 

already in existence.  It has already been brought in with the coming of Christ and yet we 

don’t fully see it now.  What we see all around us now is the kingdom of this world and 

so our natural tendency is to do things how we see the world doing them.  But Christ in 

the Gospels is continually giving us a picture of what the kingdom really is, what it looks 

like and how we are to live in it, and even what it brings for us.  And so today we’ll see 

what Jesus has to say about marriage and singleness in his kingdom.   

 But we need to keep in mind that how we handle our marriages and singleness or 

whether we’ve been divorced or not is not our entryway into the kingdom of God.  Christ 

brought in the kingdom and our entrance into it is a gift from him.  He doesn’t count our 

successes in marriage nor our devotion as single people as a way of righteousness before 

him.  We have all fallen short and all been bound in our sin and only he can save us from 

that.  And so the same goes for those who are divorcees or have been part of failed 

marriages.  You stand no worse off as an individual before Christ.  His grace is 

abounding and ready for you.  And so I hope we don’t hear anything less than God’s 

grace for us all today but I also hope that we would listen to his instructions for us. 

Thus this teaching is not just for married people and it’s not just for single people.  

This teaching is for the people of God who have been called out of darkness and into his 

kingdom. 

In particular I think the main thing we will see in today’s text is that whether in our 

marriage or in our singleness Jesus is calling us to live lives that are wholly defined 

by the kingdom of God.  

 

Let’s Pray.  
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Setting 

 So where are we at in Matthew?  Lately Matthew has been teaching us quite a bit 

about relationships.  A couple weeks ago we discussed relationships within the church 

and the idea of church discipline and last week we looked at how Christians are to be 

people filled with radical forgiveness.  We can look back out how Jesus started his 

parable on forgiveness that we looked at last week and we see that he starts by saying: 

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like…” and then goes on to tell the parable.  Jesus 

wants to talk about this already present yet not fully consummated kingdom.  He is 

saying: “this is what those who have been redeemed by God’s radical grace look like; this 

is how they act.”  And so today we continue with a similar theme of relationships and I 

think that it’s no coincidence that Matthew places Jesus’ teaching on marriage and 

divorce right after his teaching about the intense, unceasing forgiveness that defines the 

people of God.  Let’s keep that in mind as we look through today’s text.   

This first little paragraph (vv.1-2) sets the stage for the coming conversation.  

Here we see Jesus leaving Galilee for the last time and actually beginning his travels 

toward his death in Jerusalem.  Jesus has been explaining this plan to his disciples, that he 

has to be given over to death, but as we’ve seen they still aren’t quite getting it (Mt 

16:21; 17:22-23).  But now we see them actually beginning their trek back toward 

Jerusalem, a sort of final descent.  We read that Jesus is healing people along the way and 

when he does miracles and has large crowds following him he tends to have a run in with 

the Pharisees who have been wanting to trap him in his teaching.   

 

The Pharisee Debate on Divorce 

 And so we see the Pharisees questioning Jesus in order to test him.  They want to 

somehow catch him in his teaching.  It is so interesting that the Pharisees’ question 

begins by asking “Is it lawful?”  We see consistently throughout Matthew that the 

Pharisees are heavily concerned with keeping the law.  That’s what they do. They’re 

continually asking Jesus these types of questions about the law. They want to debate the 

minute details. So it’s no surprise here that their concern is with “lawfulness.”   

In fact when we look at the background of this text we see that what the Pharisees 

are really asking here in this question comes from an actual debate that was going on 

among the two competing schools of thought within the Pharisees.  There was the School 

of Shammai and the School of Hillel.  Each of these schools had a different view on what 

the Old Testament law said about divorce.  Their debate was over the meaning of a 

passage in Deuteronomy 24 and here the Pharisees are trying to test Jesus by getting his 

understanding of the passage.  Let’s look at Deuteronomy 24 first and see what that says.  

When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes 

because he has found some indecency in her, [note that phrase, “some indecency.” 

This is the crucial element of their debate] and he writes her a certificate of divorce 

and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house, 

and if she goes and becomes another man’s wife, and the latter man hates her and writes 

her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if 

the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, then her former husband, who sent her 

away, may not take her again to be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an 

abomination before the Lord.  
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The debate between these two schools centered on the phrase “some indecency” in 24:1.  

The School of Shammai on the one hand defined “some indecency” as marital 

unfaithfulness and so an act of adultery was the only reason they allowed for divorce, 

while the more liberal School of Hillel went further and argued that a man could divorce 

his wife for any “matter of indecency.” They took that one phrase, “some indecency” to 

its fullest extent and it became known as the “Any Cause” divorce. With the term “Any 

Cause” they meant literally anything.  There are cases of men divorcing their wives for 

something as insignificant as bad cooking.  This idea of divorce for “Any Cause” had 

actually become the dominant understanding of divorce by Jesus’ day and what we see 

here in Matthew is the Pharisees referring directly to this debate.  The ESV gives us a 

better rendering of their question and says: “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any 

cause?”  In essence the Pharisees are putting this exact debate before Jesus and asking his 

opinion on it.  

 This helps us get a sense of where the Pharisees are coming from.  Yet even 

before looking at Jesus’ response we can see that the Pharisees are a little off in their 

reading of Deuteronomy 24.  When we read this text it is clear that it is not written as a 

prescription of what constitutes a lawful divorce.  Notice all the “ifs” in the passage.  It’s 

written in a situational style (Like “if this happens, then do this”).  It’s written to deal 

with the ramifications of broken marriages, not as a list of reasons for why someone can 

end a marriage.  The Pharisees are trying to squeeze out of this text any possible way that 

they can have a “lawful” means for divorce but it’s obvious that this isn’t what the text is 

designed for and we’ll see how Jesus addresses this in just a minute. 

 

Jesus Initial Response  
 First we have to look at Jesus’ initial response.  I love the way Jesus handles 

questions like this.  Instead of going directly to the law that they are referring to (though 

he will get there once they press him on it a little further), he rather goes back to the 

beginning.  We see that the Pharisees want to ask about divorce but Jesus wants to talk 

about the meaning of marriage and in his understanding marriage doesn’t include a back 

door for divorce that the Pharisees may be looking for.   

First, Jesus hits them with an incriminating rhetorical question: “Have you not 

read?!” You’re the men of the law.  You’re the biblicists.  Don’t you know how God 

designed marriage?  In the beginning God “created them male and female, and said 

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 

shall become one flesh.”  He quotes directly from Genesis where the author summarizes 

the creation of man and woman who serve as a sort of archetype for the union of husband 

and wife.  But then he takes it further and adds “So they are no longer two but one flesh.” 

And his conclusion from God’s design is: “What therefore God has joined together, let 

not man separate.”   

The Pharisees come to ask if Jesus is on board with divorce for “any cause.”  His 

response is a negative.  He rebukes this idea entirely by showing that God’s plan for 

marriage is that man and woman would become one flesh.  And “one flesh,” according to 

Jesus, isn’t to be separated.   

There are really two elements to this idea of a husband and wife joining together 

as one flesh. The first is that you are no longer flying solo in this life.  The union of two 



5 

into one means that a married couple will put down their individualism and be united in 

their service to God and to one another. Your plans and hopes and dreams for yourself 

are now being melded with another’s and you are no longer walking your own path.  The 

other side of this concept of one flesh is the sexual union that marriage brings as a mark 

of the intimacy of the marriage covenant. 

So back to the general question, is it ok to get divorced?  Jesus seems to say that’s 

the wrong question.  The Pharisees want to press him to know what is “lawful” yet he 

takes a huge step back and directs their thoughts to God’s original plan and will.  While 

they are concerned with finding any legitimate cause for divorce, Jesus takes them back 

to the beginning and shows them that divorce was never part of God’s plan for marriage.  

Yet his words are not just to present the ideal, but he actually commands that we don’t 

separate this union of two into one flesh.   

 

The Purpose of Deuteronomy 24 
 The Pharisees come back at Jesus with the natural follow up question: “Why then 

did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?”  They 

want to know the purpose of Deuteronomy 24.  Again I love Jesus’ responses.  First, 

notice the difference in wording between the Pharisees and Jesus.  The Pharisees say that 

Moses commanded that they give a certificate of divorce but Jesus who knows the 

Scriptures, points out that this isn’t a command.  Remember what we saw in 

Deuteronomy 24. Moses isn’t commanding them to give a certificate of divorce.  He gave 

a set of instructions for how to deal with the ramifications of divorce.  Jesus says that 

Moses allowed you to divorce your wives; it wasn’t a command.   

And why did he allow it?  Jesus says: Because of your hardness of heart!  It was 

because of our wickedness as sinful human beings that God through Moses had to 

establish laws governing the process of divorce.  But this wasn’t the way it was in the 

beginning.  God designed things one way but Moses had to give Israel these concessions 

because he knew that his people would further pervert things even beyond divorce. 

 

The Exception Clause 
 So that is Jesus’ response.  It’s pretty straightforward.  But now we have to take a 

couple minutes to look at the stickier part of this passage.  This is the part that stirs a huge 

debate.  If you look at verse 9 you’ll see that it’s really similar to what we have recorded 

in Mark and Luke.  Mark says: “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 

adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 

adultery.” Matthew is similar in wording but he includes this little exception clause that 

the others don’t.  There are a couple of worthy explanations that we’ll explore but first 

let’s see what Jesus is saying with the exception clause set aside for a moment.   

 Jesus tells his audience that anyone who divorces his wife and marries another is 

committing the act of adultery. Adultery, as you know is the act of sexual relations 

between a married person and someone other than their spouse.  You might be saying, 

“Wait a minute. I thought you said this person got divorced and then remarried. How is 

that to be considered adultery?”  This is exactly what Jesus is saying.  For a man or a 

woman to leave their spouse and be joined to a new one, even if it is legally sanctioned 

by the state and all the paperwork is done correctly, is to commit adultery.  The logic 

behind this is that because in almost every case the divorce of your original spouse is 
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illegitimate.  There were no legitimate reasons to end that first marriage.  And if you have 

an illegitimate divorce, Jesus says, to go and be united with another person (even if it is 

done legally) is to commit adultery.  Mark and Luke further clarify that this goes for a 

wife divorcing her husband and marrying another and for anyone marrying a divorced 

person.  This is a pretty radical view of marriage.   

 Now let’s look at the exception clause included here in Matthew.  There are two 

issues that need to be explained here.  The first is why Matthew includes this clause while 

Mark and Luke don’t and the second is the meaning of the term porneia which is 

translated here by the NIV as “sexual immorality.”  To explain these we can basically 

look at the two main views toward divorce in the Bible and Jesus’ teaching here. 

The first view is the more common evangelical view.  It teaches that Jesus is here 

referring to a legitimate cause for divorce, an exception to what seems to be a hard line 

stance everywhere else.  Many would then see that this teaching along with Paul’s words 

in 1 Cor. 7 leave only two legitimate causes for divorce: adultery and the abandonment of 

an unbelieving partner. The best arguments in favor of this hold to the idea that Jesus is 

here specifically responding to the debate we discussed earlier among the Pharisees.  In 

this case he is essentially saying no to the divorce for “Any Cause” that some Pharisees 

were propagating (and that most of Jesus’ audience probably held to) and is rather siding 

with the idea that divorce is only legitimate (based on Deut. 24) on the grounds of sexual 

immorality.  The reason that Matthew includes this and Mark doesn’t is because Matthew 

is believed to be written at a later date and by that time the debate and terminology would 

have been less familiar to Matthew’s audience whereas when Mark wrote, people would 

already have been assuming this one exception because it was such a given within the 

Judaism of their day.  Most in this camp then take the word porneia to mean “adultery.”  

Thus Jesus is siding with the “only adultery” side of the Pharisees’ debate and is saying 

in essence that if someone gets divorced on the basis of anything except for their spouse 

committing adultery, and goes and remarries another person then they are committing 

adultery.   

The second view argues that Matthew inserted this exception here to correlate 

with his statements in chapter 1 about Joseph.  In Matthew chapter 1 we see Joseph 

described as a “just man” who was ready to divorce Mary quietly so as not to put her to 

shame.  Matthew is the only one to include this statement about Joseph seeking to divorce 

Mary as he is also the only one to include the exception clause.  This view then argues 

that the term porneia (which has a wide range of meanings) here refers to fornication, 

that is sex before marriage.  Jesus would then be referring to the betrothal period which 

Joseph and Mary were in when he would have divorced her and Matthew includes it 

(whereas the others don’t) in order to synchronize his statements.  Jesus is then not really 

giving an exception to his policy of no legitimate grounds for divorce within marriage.  

He is rather referring to a betrothal period breakup.   

Both of these views have legitimate biblical warrant and a number of great 

scholars and Christian teachers hold to each.  It is incredibly difficult to discern which is 

exactly correct.  Yet I think it’s important for us to really consider how Jesus takes on this 

conversation and topic.  A few things can be noted.   

First, we should note as we have been saying that regardless of which way we 

take verse 9, Jesus is still not endorsing divorce.  In fact, I would go so far to say that 

Jesus is against divorce in every case.  His response to the Pharisees is that “What God 
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has joined together, let not man separate.”  Jesus is showing us that life in the kingdom 

involves a radical faithfulness of one spouse to another.  He throws the divorce for “any 

cause” idea out the window and speaks of the union of two into one.  This has radical 

implications for how we approach marriage and divorce.  Jesus doesn’t really see divorce 

as an option because he holds the union of the two into one as an unbreakable covenant.  

I think if Jesus were to come and counsel us in our marriage problems, he would 

point us to his own faithfulness to us in spite of our constant betrayal of him.  Christ’s 

relationship to us is the best example for our marriages.  The church is the bride of Christ.  

In Eph. 5 Paul gives us this beautiful and lofty image of a husband and wife but he 

doesn’t leave it at the husband and wife, horizontal level.  He shows how this mystery of 

union between a husband and wife is like the union between Christ and the Church. 

Weaving between the two relationships as he writes, he says: 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 

word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle 

or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands 

should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no 

one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 

church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father 

and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery 

is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  
 A man leaving his father and mother and holding fast to his wife refers to Christ 

and the church?! Paul takes the same image of the union of a man and a woman into one 

flesh that Jesus uses to describe marriage and applies it to our relationship with Christ! If 

we have even the slightest grasp on our relationship to Christ, then this should blow our 

minds on what this says about the union of marriage.  Our union with Christ is our source 

of all the spiritual blessings:  

 Blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. We have been given 

“adoption as sons through Jesus Christ.” “In him we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses…” “In him we have obtained an inheritance…”  In him 

you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit…  This is how Paul describes our union 

with Christ.  Everything we have is found in this “profound mystery” which Paul 

describes in the same terms as the union of a husband and wife as one flesh.  I’m not 

suggesting that these are equivalent relationships (I don’t think Paul is either) but I find it 

incredible that the highest degree of connectedness and covenant imagery that Paul could 

use to describe our relationship with Christ was the covenant of marriage.  What does that 

do to your understanding of marriage? Do we approach the Bible looking for what 

reasons we can legitimately get divorced?  Do we approach our marriages with a bag of 

reasons for which we could possibly leave someday? Or do we sit under the teaching of 

Jesus and truly hear: “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate?” 
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The Shock of the Disciples and Jesus’ Teaching on Singleness 

 This is lofty stuff.  We can see that Jesus’ teaching on divorce and marriage is not 

easy.  It’s not only difficult to discern these passages but it’s difficult to accept them and 

even more difficult to go and live out what he calls for.   

I’m sort of thankful that we have the disciples reaction here because I think we 

can sympathize with it.  The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his 

wife, it is better not to marry.”  The disciples immediately see the difficulty of Jesus’ 

statements.  Their shock appears to show further that Jesus is going against the status quo 

teaching on divorce and remarriage and raising the bar.   

 It is interesting to note that Jesus doesn’t disagree with the disciples.  Even though 

it sounds like their reaction is a bit sarcastic or pessimistic, Jesus doesn’t correct their 

statement.  In fact their response is quite a bit out of place for their context.  Being 

celibate was not really a recognized option in mainstream Judaism at this time.  To be 

married and have children were duties that were absolutely expected for Jews.  But Jesus 

doesn’t come out and reject their response. Rather, Jesus takes the disciples words and 

turns them into a serious response about the life of celibacy.  

 Jesus uses the image of a eunuch, a pretty technical term, to talk metaphorically 

about the life of celibacy.  He mentions three eunuchs here and the first two are there to 

sort of set up the final “eunuch for the kingdom of heaven.”  We don’t need to get into 

the details of the first two eunuchs but we understand that the first one was born that way 

and the second was castrated by men.  Enough said.  Jesus’ point has to do with the third 

type of eunuch, one who has made him or herself a eunuch for the sake of the kingdom of 

heaven.  Let’s be clear that Jesus is not talking about physical castration or mutilation 

here.  Some monks and early church fathers have tried that.  It doesn’t work.  He is 

simply using a familiar image to talk about celibacy.  So what is Jesus’ point?  

 First we have to note how radical Jesus is being here.  As we said before, Jesus is 

going against the grain of most of Judaism. Marriage and family were an expected part of 

life.  That is how one passed on his legacy, not to mention all the material benefits to 

having children.  A family with children had workers to tend to the family business.  But 

here Jesus is offering a different way of life for the sake of the kingdom.  This says a lot 

about how valuable the kingdom is.  As Keener puts it, “A metaphor of such shame and 

sacrifice testifies to the value of the kingdom of God for which anyone would pay such a 

price.”
1
  Jesus is putting forward a new idea that some may be given the gift of 

renouncing marriage as a special call for the kingdom of heaven. 

So what does this mean?  Jesus talks about this lifestyle as both a gift and a 

choice.  First, it is a gift.  “Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom 

it is given.”  This means that to live a life of celibacy is not a punishment.  It is a gift 

from God that can be used for the kingdom of God.  As Paul says in 1 Corinthians: The 

unmarried woman or man is anxious about the things of the Lord.  Their focus can be 

wholly upon the kingdom of heaven, whereas the married person must be (and rightfully 

so) concerned with their spouse.  There is an aspect to singleness that allows one to be 

even freer to do the work of the Lord.   

 At the same time this lifestyle is a choice.  Jesus describes this person as one who 

has made himself a eunuch for the kingdom of God.  To choose to live a life of singleness 

is not second best to marriage.  As Keller says, it’s not “Plan B for the Christian life.”
2
  In 

fact to take on this lifestyle is to bear testimony to the incredible hope that is offered to us 
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by Christ.  Christians who remained single in Jesus’ day made the statement “that our 

future is not guaranteed by the family, but by God.”
3
  In the same way, we today can 

make that same choice under the calling of God and state that, even under the pressures 

of society or family, our hope and future is secure in Christ and our union with him far 

surpasses any earthly relationships.   

 Yet Jesus and Paul both also make it clear that this gift is not for everyone.  Paul 

says that he wishes everyone were single as he is but he recognizes that each has his own 

gift from God.  He recommends to the unmarried and widows to remain single but also 

recognizes that “it is better to marry than to burn with passion.”  Jesus says that not 

everyone can accept this gift.  But what about you?  I mean that’s the inevitable question 

for those of us who are single.  I’m sure we have all wrestled with it at times and 

questioned whether this may be something that God is calling us to.  Maybe we’re afraid 

of it or really don’t want it.  And I think it’s something that we have to work out with 

God, to listen to him and to those around us.  But I want to challenge us who are 

unmarried to consider the goodness of our singleness and the ways that God can use us 

now and for all of us to really focus on our union with Christ as the ultimate marriage. 

 

Conclusion 

I don’t know about you guys but I have tended to view my singleness and my 

(hopeful) future marriage in such worldly terms at times.  Most non-Christians of our 

generation (and a lot of Christians as well) who want to remain single, don’t do it for the 

sake of any higher calling, but for selfish reasons.  Our generation is all about individual 

freedom and mobility.  We don’t want to be bound by anything, let alone the restrictions 

that marriage would put on us.  So for me, when I think about what I like about being 

single, it’s not typically focused on kingdom work.  I enjoy being free with my time and 

money and not worrying about the work that a marriage might bring.  But also when I 

think about a possible marriage in the future am I concentrating on how God can use my 

marriage both to sanctify me and as a tool for his kingdom?  I think I fall short of this. 

But when we see God come in and penetrate our world and establish this new 

kingdom with a new agenda and a new reason for living, how does that shape our 

decisions? How does that change our approach to marriage and singleness?  Am I living 

out my singleness to its full extent, taking advantage of the fact that I am not bound to a 

wife and family right now?  That I have an abundant amount of time to focus on sharing 

the Gospel and encouraging my brothers and sisters and serving them?   Or on the other 

side, are you considering what your marriage means for the kingdom of God?  What does 

it look like for you to serve one another and to serve others through your marriage?  Have 

you dwelt upon the beautiful image of an unbroken marriage and how that relates to 

Christ and the church?  Keller says: “Marriage was created to be a reflection on the 

human level of our ultimate love relationship and union with the Lord.  It is a sign and 

foretaste of the future kingdom of God.”
4
   

  We will inevitably fail in these things again and again.  But thankfully the 

kingdom of God does not rest on our shoulders.  We have a beautiful savior who has 

ushered in his kingdom and will come again to consummate it.  He has allowed us to be a 

part of his kingdom and only by his grace are we able to stand in it.  Christ died for 

ungodly, unfaithful spouses like you and I.  It wasn’t because we were lovely and 

desirable that he died for us but because of his own love he chose to take us and purify 
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us, to wash us with the water of “the word, so that he might present the church to himself 

in splendor, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish.” 

This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 
church.  In our relationship with Christ we have the most beautiful image of marriage 

possible.  In Christ we have a faithful spouse who will never leave us.  Though we have 

spit in his face a thousand times and walked away from him again and again, he is 

faithful to us.  He chose to forgive us knowing that we would be unfaithful to him.  Our 

earthly marriages will never compare to that between Christ and his church but in him we 

have the utmost of examples.  Let his unprecedented, radical faithfulness to us dig into 

our hearts so deep that it overflows into our relationships and becomes the source of our 

service to one another whether in marriage or singleness.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 

Church, may you relish in the fact that Christ’s kingdom has broken into this world and 

that Jesus, the perfect, faithful spouse has given himself up for you and cleansed you so 

that he might present you to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, so that you might be holy and without blemish.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Ryan 

Christie on Sunday morning, June 24, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to be 

delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and proclaims the 

Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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