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The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven 

18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 

2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless 
you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.4 Therefore, 
whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.5 And whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Causing to Stumble 

6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for 
them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.7 Woe to 
the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person 
through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into 
eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 

The Parable of the Wandering Sheep 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see 
the face of my Father in heaven. [11] [a] 

12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave 
the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell 
you, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same 
way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 18:11 Some manuscripts include here the words of Luke 19:10. 
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Introduction 
 
Welcome to Immanuel Baptist Church.  For anyone who is here visiting, our full-time 
pastor, Nathan, has just begun a Sabbatical for the summer.   Pastor Adam will be 
preaching a majority of the summer, as well as the other elders and guest preachers.  We 
will continue to preach through gospel of Matthew, which we have been preaching from 
for over the past year. 
 
Matthew 18 begins the fourth major discourse by Jesus in Matthew, and it is with His 
disciples.  It comes as a response to a question.  His disciples ask him,  “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  The same story is relayed in Mark 9:33-37.  Mark 
tells us, unlike Matthew, that this question came out of them arguing about who was the 
greatest amongst themselves. 
 
Whether or not you have heard all of the sermons here over the past couple of months on 
the previous two chapters, let me remind you of statements Jesus directed towards His 
disciples prior to this argument and ensuing question:   
 

o “You	  of	  little	  faith,	  why	  are	  you	  talking	  among	  yourselves	  about	  having	  no	  
bread?	  	  Do	  you	  still	  not	  understand?”	  

o “But	  what	  about	  you?	  	  Who	  do	  you	  say	  I	  am?”	  
o “Blessed	  are	  you,	  Simon	  son	  of	  Jonah,	  for	  this	  was	  not	  revealed	  to	  you	  by	  

man,	  but	  by	  my	  Father	  in	  heaven.	  	  And	  I	  tell	  you	  that	  you	  are	  Peter,	  and	  
on	  this	  rock	  I	  will	  build	  my	  church.”	  

o To	  Peter:	  “Get	  behind	  me,	  Satan!	  You	  are	  a	  stumbling	  block	  to	  me;	  you	  
do	  not	  have	  in	  mind	  the	  things	  of	  God,	  but	  the	  things	  of	  men.”	  

o “If	  anyone	  would	  come	  after	  me,	  he	  must	  deny	  himself	  and	  take	  up	  his	  
cross	  and	  follow	  me.	  	  For	  whoever	  wants	  to	  save	  his	  life	  will	  lose	  it,	  but	  
whoever	  loses	  his	  life	  for	  me	  will	  find	  it.	  	  What	  good	  will	  it	  be	  for	  a	  man	  if	  
he	  gains	  the	  whole	  world,	  yet	  forfeits	  his	  soul?”	  

o God	  the	  Father	  says	  this	  about	  Jesus	  during	  the	  Transfiguration:	  ‘	  This	  is	  
my	  Son,	  who	  I	  love;	  with	  him	  I	  am	  well	  pleased.	  	  Listen	  to	  him!”	  

o “To	  be	  sure,	  Elijah	  comes	  and	  will	  restore	  all	  things.	  	  But	  I	  tell	  you,	  Elijah	  
has	  already	  come,	  and	  they	  did	  not	  recognize	  him,	  but	  have	  done	  to	  him	  
everything	  they	  wished.	  	  In	  the	  same	  way	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  is	  going	  to	  
suffer	  at	  their	  hands.”	  

o When	  the	  disciples	  could	  not	  drive	  out	  a	  demon:	  “O	  unbelieving	  and	  
perverse	  generation,	  how	  long	  shall	  I	  stay	  with	  you?	  	  How	  long	  shall	  I	  put	  
up	  with	  you?”	  

o “Because	  you	  have	  so	  little	  faith.”	  
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o “The	  Son	  of	  Man	  is	  going	  to	  be	  betrayed	  into	  the	  hands	  of	  men.	  	  They	  will	  
kill	  him,	  and	  on	  the	  third	  day	  he	  will	  be	  raised	  to	  life.”	  

These verses show Jesus both revealing His true identity and purpose with His disciples 
and rebuking them for not getting the point of his teachings and ministry.  After these 
revelations and rebukes, they would surely understand why he was here and what he was 
all about, right?  They had seen Him perform great miracles, heard His profound 
teachings, listened to Him disclose to them that He was the Son of God and that he would 
have to suffer and die, and witnessed Him speaking with divine authority.  This should be 
enough, we would think.  Pride fully, we think, “Well, it would have been enough for 
me.” 
 
After all of this, their walk to Capernaum should have been filled with great joy because 
they were thankful that they were friends of the long-time promised Messiah, yet solemn 
because He would have to suffer and die.  Instead, they begin arguing.  Maybe it sounded 
something like this:  
 
 “I am a better speaker than you, so I will help Him make Himself known to the people” 
 “I am his brother, so I will be his second in command” 
“Let’s not forget that he actually changed my name to mean “rock” and said that the 
Church would be built on me.”   
 “Let’s not forget that I am his brother too.”   
“Hey—only three of us got to see Him with Moses and Elijah the other day on the 
mountain.  He is going to give us more authority.” 
 
Maybe it sounded like this, but more possibly they got into small groups to say negative 
things about the others behind their backs, trying to make the others look bad so they 
looked more important or more obedient.  Or, they may have been arguing about 
superficial stuff because no one had the guts to say what they all wanted to know.   
Whatever the conversation was like, we know that it led to them asking Jesus about who 
was the greatest in His kingdom.  New Testament scholar,  R.T. France helps clarify 
exactly what they are getting at by saying, “Usage so far in this gospel indicates that ‘the 
kingdom of heaven’ here refers to the new values which Jesus is inculcating, and the 
communal life of those who embrace them, so that in effect the question mean ‘Who is 
my top disciple?’” 
 
 Does Jesus respond to them angrily and out of frustration?  No, he tries a different and 
more radical approach.  He brings a child before them and says,” Unless you change and 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, 
whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Starting here and continuing through verse 14, we will see this point:  Being a child of 
God means my status comes from Him and frees me to love and care for the other 
children.   
Or another way to look at it: Being a disciple of Christ means my status comes from 
Him and frees me to love and care for the other disciples. 
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Point #1 
 
Now, back to the question that was asked; wasn’t Jesus exasperated with His disciples?   
They have seen amazing works by Him, and had insider explanation on many of His 
teachings.  He has shared most intimately with them, as closest friends do, about His 
identity.  What is their problem? 
 
Between being a youth leader, camp counselor, teacher, and dad, one thing I have learned 
about kids of all ages is that you have to tell them the same thing over and over and over 
and over and over again. It gets frustrating, but then someone, possibly your wife, tells 
you something they tell you they told you thirty-two times before, and you realize you 
aren’t really any different.   So, this applies to adults too, or at least men.  Just because 
we are listening, doesn’t really mean that we care enough for it to change our behavior, or 
more importantly our hearts.  
 
The disciples are still jockeying for position in this movement that they still 
misunderstand.  They have made sacrifices to follow Jesus - now they wonder what is in 
it for them.  Their question here betrays their sinful hearts.  So Jesus goes right into 
addressing their heart rather than answering their question.  Jesus knows the power of 
object lessons so he actually brings a child before them.  The disciples are probably 
looking at each other dumbfounded, wondering if Jesus even heard their question.   
In our society, children are given much more significance than they were in Jesus’ time.  
Many agencies and movements look out for the needs of children and make sure they are 
not neglected.  Children today have rights, but that was not so much the case in Jesus’ 
time.  NT scholar Leon Morris points out that “In modern Western societies children are 
often seen as very important, but in first-century Judaism they were not.  In the affairs of 
men children were unimportant.  They could not fight, they could not lead, they had not 
had time to acquire worldly wisdom, they could not pile up riches, they counted for very 
little.”  It is important to understand this view of children because it accentuates the point 
Jesus is making. 
 
After Jesus has called this child to stand in front of them, he says in verse 3, “I tell you 
the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, who humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.”  Jesus is telling his disciples that they need to change.  The status, 
power, and control they seem to desire are not traits that God values in His kingdom.  
And worse, they actually could prevent them from being part of His kingdom.   
In his commentary on Matthew, James Boice says:  “Jesus changed the nature of the 
question.  The disciples had been asking about the greatness in the kingdom they believed 
Jesus would establish.  They assumed the greatness was all they had to worry about.  
They assumed they would be in the kingdom.  But instead of answering them only on that 
level, Jesus explains that unless they possessed a nature that was entirely different from 
what they were betraying by their question, they would not even enter the kingdom.  
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Forget about who was going to be the most important, Jesus, said.  What they needed to 
worry about was being there at all!” 
 
There are lots of characteristics children embody that could be seen as important for 
Jesus’ disciples, such as innocence, purity, or faith.  Here, however, Jesus is specific in 
saying that the characteristic that matters is humility.  This child in front of the disciples 
was powerless, and dependent on others.  This humility is not a state of mind that the 
child can conjure up, but a reality of his or her reliance on others.  And he’s not talking 
about the child’s “humility” in the sense of having a humble heart. The truth is that 
children, even by the age of two, have rebellious hearts that do not want to humbly listen 
and obey authority, but they are incapable of being independent, so they must rely on 
their parents.   The disciples, on the other hand, want to know who is the greatest in this 
movement, so the least dependent on anyone else.   Jesus is getting at the truth that this is 
not a movement as much as it is a family, and their status should be seen more from this 
perspective.   
 
When we look at the word “change” that Jesus uses here, it might appear as if this 
mindset is something we can create.  However, if we think about dependent, humble 
children, we realize that they need help from others, such as their parents, to change their 
situation.  Jesus talks about changing in a similar way another place in the gospels.  In 
John 3, Jesus tells Nicodemus that “no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born 
again.”  We see here another allusion to being a child.  Being born is a passive thing that 
none of us did on our own.  We actually did nothing.  Jesus tells Nicodemus that this 
“being born again” is the work of the Spirit.  Jesus’ disciples must realize that they have 
no status of their own.   His disciples are given status by their Creator, the Father.  They 
are given status because Jesus made a way for them to be children of the Father.  The 
Holy Spirit convicts them of sin so that those Jesus calls to be his disciples will see that 
are completely dependent on the grace of God. 
 
Therefore, Jesus is telling his disciples they are free from proving themselves and making 
a name for themselves.  In the same way that they can see this humility in the child 
before them, others will be able to see their humility of heart when they realize their 
dependence.  What might this humility look like? We have all seen examples of this, and 
you know it when you see it, even though it is sometimes hard to describe.  
 
In recent years, I have come across an example of humility that’s been really powerful to 
me.  There was an article in the Washington Post over ten years ago describing the 
difference in the farewell tours of two NBA greats who were retiring the same year:  
Michael Jordan and David Robinson.  The article described the difference between the 
humble stepping down from the limelight of David Robinson and the egotistical fanfare 
surrounding Jordan, as well as how this influenced their respective teammates.  
Ironically, they were both selected into the NBA Hall of Fame at the same time three 
years ago.  Their acceptance speeches affirm the sentiments of the article written years 
earlier.  
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Voddie Baucham, pastor, theologian, and writer, summarizes the difference better than I 
could:  

There was a stark difference between the two acceptance speeches.  As I listened 
to the two speeches, all I could think of was the old commercial catchphrase, 
“Like Mike... If I could be like Mike.”  Unfortunately, in this instance, Mike was 
the last person anyone should aspire to be like.  This was definitely not a Michael 
Jordan highlight.  Jordan’s Speech was self-centered, indulgent, arrogant, and at 
times embarrassing.  In contrast, David Robinson rose to the occasion and made a 
brief, inspiring, encouraging speech that made his family, his team, and his 
friends proud. . . .  Here was a man who saw himself as the recipient of a great 
legacy, surrounded by great players and coaches, and grateful to have had 
personal success in the process. . . . . . . David Robinson ended his speech with a 
moving reference to the story of the ten lepers in Luke’s gospel.. . . [His] personal 
words to his three sons were about the most poignant, moving, inspiring words 
from a father I’ve heard in a long time.  Here was a man receiving the highest 
honor in sports, and he turned it into a father/son moment that his boys will never 
forget. . . . David Robinson is far from perfect.  I’m sure he has as many flaws, 
foibles and faults as the rest of us.  However, for seven minutes, he represented 
his team, his family, and his Lord very well.  And he showed us all how attractive 
humility and grace can be. 

You can watch both of their acceptance speeches in their entirety on Youtube if you are 
interested.  You could also search to find Voddie Baucham’s entire article regarding this.  
 
Point #2 
 
Moving on, when disciples are changed to be humble, they are able to care for each other 
like Jesus describes through the rest of this passage.  Jesus uses this phrase “little 
ones”, or “little child” four times in verses 5 -14, but I don’t think He is actually 
talking about children from this point on   While He is not excluding how we treat 
children, He is really talking about how we treat fellow children of God.  Since Jesus 
disciples are to be like humble like children, they are the “little ones.”  If the disciples 
he is addressing are truly his children, they will not continue to treat each other with 
contempt, but in the following ways he goes on to describe.    This heart of humility is the 
foundation for how Jesus’ disciples and the body of Christ are to live with each other.  
The remainder of this entire chapter describes different situations for how Jesus’ disciples 
are to treat each other.  
 
With the child still standing in front of the disciples, Jesus goes on to say in verse 5, “And 
whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.” Again, I don’t think 
that Jesus is just talking about being nice to kids here, but he is talking more broadly 
about the way we treat each other in the worldwide body of Christ.   When we welcome 
someone, we are taking the initiative to make them feel significant.  Think about a time 
when you may have felt all alone in a certain situation.  Think about how it made you feel 
when someone noticed you and came over and introduced themselves to you.  Jesus is 
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demonstrating that the act of welcoming gives significance to someone who has no 
significance on their own accord.  More importantly, he is saying that their value doesn’t 
just come from another disciple, but from Jesus because it is as if they are welcoming 
Him.   
 
While many people, including many unbelievers, are welcoming for many reasons, this 
welcoming spirit only makes total sense from really understanding the gospel.  Every 
member of Jesus’ kingdom has been clothed in Christ’s righteousness.  Paul describes 
this is Romans 5:17-20: 
 

 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, 
how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and 
the of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  
Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, 
so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life 
for all men.  For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many 
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will 
be made righteous. 
 

In the same way that God the Father sees us blameless because of Jesus, we are to relate 
to, care for, and forgive our brothers and sisters in Christ through these same eyes.  This 
truly strips the recipient of being welcomed of their own significance, and then constructs 
meaning and purpose grounded in being a child of God.  Seeing each other in this way is 
much more than friendliness.   Sadly, many people – even some of us – have been 
wounded by people in the church who are unwelcoming or hurtful.  This is a reflection of 
the fact that we all, like the disciples, don’t get it.  However, Jesus patiently beckons us to 
love, not just be friendly, out of our new found status as children of the King!  This will 
lead to a radical way of treating, protecting, and loving fellow disciples.   
 
If you’re here today, and you don’t believe in Jesus, and you’ve been hurt by people who 
call themselves Christians, I want you to know that Christ grieves with you.  If nothing 
else, this passage tells us that God hates it when his people treat others wrongly.  But the 
good news is, he has enough grace for all of our sinful hearts, and he calls you to repent 
and trust him for love and acceptance.  
 
In verse 6, Jesus goes on to describe the consequence for not welcoming “the little ones.”  
Jesus has been talking about one’s heart in life and death matters up to this point, but now 
he becomes even more specific about the realities of sin and judgment.    He says, “But if 
anyone causes one of these little ones who believes in me to sin, it would be better for 
him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and be drowned in the depths of the 
sea.”   
 
This is a serious matter that will call for drastic measures.  That is why the consequence 
is so great.  A quick drowning would be better for the offender. Jesus is being very vivid 
here as he talks about a millstone being tied around the neck.  Drowning by hanging a 
large rock around the neck was a common form of capital punishment in many ancient 
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cultures.  It seems that it was used most commonly for criminals who murdered their 
father or some male leader, as well as for criminals who did something that jeopardized 
public safety during times of plagues or famine.  This punishment was for very serious 
offenses.   
 
The millstone looked something like this. A millstone like this was used by the entire 
community to grind grain.  These giant stones were turned around and around to smash 
whatever was being ground. This is obviously not a millstone that could be turned by one 
person, although there were those types of millstones.  Jesus is describing the millstone 
that required many people or donkeys to turn it.  These were normally between 200 and 
250 lbs.  Because it weighed more than most people, it would drag them quickly to the 
bottom of the sea.   Jesus’ point here is that there is no place for rejection, mistreatment, 
or causing one to stumble into sin in the body of Christ.  
 
Jesus continues to warn by saying, “Woe to the world because of the things that cause 
people to sin!   Such things must come, but woe to the man through who they come.”  
Jesus’ use here of the word “woe” beckons the disciples to listen up and pay attention.  
This is serious.  The world is condemned because it is fallen.  Jesus is describing evil in a 
cosmic sense.  Until the coming of the new heavens and new earth, evil and temptation 
will be part of reality, but he also calls his disciples to recognize their responsibility.  
So I think it’s fitting that we examine ourselves and consider how we may lead others 
into sin: our friends, our spouses, our relatives, our children.  Maybe we should think 
carefully about Jesus’ words here and ask ourselves the more basic question, “Do I take 
sin as seriously as Jesus does?” 
 
In verses 8-9, Jesus turns from rebuking those who lead fellow disciples to sin to the 
responsibility of protecting yourself from sin.  He says, “If your hand or your foot causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.  It is better for you to enter life maimed or 
crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire.  And if your 
eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away.  It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.”   
These words by Jesus are nearly the exact words Matthew records in 5:29-30 during the 
Sermon on the Mount.  In that passage, Jesus is specifically addressing adultery and lust.  
Because of the context here on humility, it seems like Jesus is talking more about the 
pride that divides the body of Christ. All of our sins arise because we don’t want to 
humble ourselves before God and rely on Him.  We want to be satisfied by acceptance, 
power, and legalism.  This divides, instead of reconciles.  This leads to arguing over who 
is the greatest rather than pointing each other to Jesus.  The truth is that we are not 
beyond this any more than Jesus’ original disciples were – we just may be better at hiding 
it. 
 
Because we have been given purpose and significance by Jesus, we should do whatever it 
takes to make sure that we get rid of temptation and sin.  Not only was self-mutilation 
greatly rejected in Jewish culture, but cutting off your hand or gouging out your eye also 
diminishes your productivity and worth in the community.  This just continues the motif 
started when Jesus first brought the child in front of them, for these acts would cause 
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humiliation.  Jesus is saying that is what is needed to be part of His kingdom requires 
radical change and action.   
 
The consequence of not doing these things, we see in this passage, is to be thrown into 
“the fire of hell.”  Our worth must not be received from the praise of men, but from the 
loving grace and mercy of our Creator and Redeemer.  We have been purchased with a 
price.  We need to stop taking that so lightly.  These are serious life and death matters!  It 
is better to have no worth in the eyes of the world, and find our worth in Jesus.  We must 
cut off those parts of our life that prevent us from becoming as humble as a child or we 
are in danger of hell.  Maybe for you that is not working as much at your job to get the 
approval of your boss.  Maybe it is not obsessing over your grades.  Maybe it is not trying 
so hard to fit in that what you look like and wear consumes you.  Maybe it is stop trying 
to prove to your friends, your spouse, or your kids that you are good enough on your own 
accord and you deserve their respect.   
 
But what if we can’t ever free ourselves from this?  Are we damned to hell? 
 
 
Point #3 
 
I think that the final part of this passage answers this question for us. Jesus ends this 
section in verses 10-14 describing more specifically what this care for the “little ones” 
looks like:  “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones.  For I tell you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.  What do you think?  
If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off?  And if he finds it, I 
tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did 
not wander off.  In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing than any of these 
little ones should be lost.” 
 
Before Jesus tells a parable here, he makes another command about how not to treat our 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are not to look down at them from a haughty 
position.  This reinforces again the opening point of having the humility of a child.  One 
of the main characteristics of humility is love for others.  This cannot happen if we have 
any inflated view of our position.  Unlike the past few verses, Jesus does not give a 
condemnation and judgment of this sin.  He instead is reminding of their spiritual status 
before God as their Father by talking about their angels seeing God’s face. 
 
The parable about the shepherd gives more imagery about what this protection and love 
for the children of God looks like.   A similar parable is told by Luke where Jesus is 
talking about sinners turning to God.  Here the sheep represent the “little ones.”  These 
disciples of God are all with the Great Shepherd, but then one disciple strays.  God will 
pursue His child who starts to stray.  Jesus seems to be saying that the God will never 
stop chasing after any “child” until he or she is back in the flock.  This leads to great 
rejoicing.    
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This passage is more pastoral in nature than evangelistic.  Because we are children of 
God, we should also chase after fellow brothers and sisters who are going astray.  We 
should also be humble enough to take rebuke from them when we are lost.  Be secure in 
your place as heirs of salvation so you no longer have to prove yourself within the church 
and in the world.  
 
This will lead me to be more concerned about the needs of my brothers and sisters than 
my own needs.  It is important that we realize that the exhortations and warnings given 
by Jesus about the protection and caring in the Christian community will help to avoid 
conflict and confrontations that are talked about in the next section of Jesus’ description 
of how we live and grow together in the family of God. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This parable and this entire teaching by Jesus should give us hope to answer the questions 
about our salvation and rescue from hell that we brought up earlier.  The point is that I 
am saved because of Him.  Jesus never gave up on his original disciples and he will never 
give up on us.  He will change our hearts to make them as humble as a child.  He will 
send his Spirit to cut off the parts of our lives that would prevent us from spending 
eternity with Him.  He will increase our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ so we 
can pursue them as the Chief Shepherd would.  The death and resurrection of Jesus, and 
the power of the Holy Spirit, change hearts.  Look at Jesus original disciples.  After Good 
Friday, Easter, and Pentecost, they seemed to finally get it.  We too can finally get it.  
This will lead to an authentic, loving Christian community that is a bright beacon of light 
into a dark world.  This is what God is sanctifying the church to be.  
 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 
Now, let us remember Jesus’ death and resurrection that show how far he would go to 
rescue the lost by sharing in the Lord’s Supper.   As Jesus taught us, we drink this wine 
and eat this cracker in remembrance of Him.  Our status is sealed as His brothers and 
sisters.  If you are a child of God, join us in this meal.  If you are not yet a child of God, 
we pray that you lay down your pride and humble yourself before Him.  He is pursuing 
you even now, but wait to eat this meal with us until you are His disciple.  The brass tray 
has wine and the silver tray has grape juice. 
 
Benediction 
 
Psalm 23 
 
  The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters,  
3     he refreshes my soul.  
He guides me along the right paths  
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    for his name’s sake.  
4 Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley,[a]  
I will fear no evil,  
    for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil;  
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
    forever. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Mike 
Avink on Sunday morning, June 3, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to be 

delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and proclaims the 
Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 
End notes: 


