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Text 
After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter 

and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay the temple tax?" 25 "Yes, he does," he replied. When Peter came into 

the house, Jesus was the first to speak. "What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of 

the earth collect duty and taxes-- from their own sons or from others?" 26 "From others," Peter answered. 

"Then the sons are exempt," Jesus said to him. 27 "But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and 

throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. 

Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours." 

 

Introduction 
 In a recent ebook by secular psychologists Philip Zimbardo and Nikita Duncan 

based off of a popular TED talk and entitled The Demise of Guys we’re told that “an 

addiction to video games and online porn have created a generation of shy, socially 

awkward, emotionally removed, and risk-adverse young men who are unable (and 

unwilling) to navigate the complexities and risks inherent to real-life relationships, 

school, and employment.”  Other people have called this the Peter-Pan syndrome, boys 

that just don’t want to grow up.  And I’m often harder on guys, but this is an issue among 

females too.  There is a dearth of stable, wise, godly, strong, respectable, worthy-of-

emulation women in our culture as well. 

 In a word you could call it immaturity.  There is a widespread lack of maturity.  

And it’s not just and issue in the world at large but there are evidences of immaturity in 

the church too.  Spiritual immaturity.  Now that’s not a new phenomenon.  It’s been 

around for awhile.  In fact, in the letter to the Hebrews in the NT there is this plea for 

them to stop drinking milk and start to eat meat – “let us leave the elementary teachings 

about Christ and go on to maturity” (Heb. 6:1).  So stunted growth is not unusual, but the 

Bible calls believers to “become mature,” “no longer be infants,” “in all things grow up 

into him who is the Head, that is, Christ” (Eph. 4:13-15).  We need to grow up.  This 

church is already a young church by median age, but many of you are spiritually 

immature and I want us to explore that issue together today as we look at this text. 

 Now your definition of maturity may be way off, and that could be part of why 

you don’t want to grow up.  Perhaps you think that a mature Christian has stopped having 

fun and conformed to a system of rules and regulations.  Maybe you equate in your head 

mature Christianity with stuffy religious observance, doing what you’re supposed to, 

staid and square.  And I want to say that actually in most cases that is the lowest level of 

maturity – simply conforming to external standards and feeling better than others is 
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childish at best.  If that’s your experience of Christianity (following the rules) I want to 

challenge you to move beyond that. 

 Most people, as they grow up in the gospel and discover the wild grace of Jesus, 

will typically have a season that often get’s labeled as rebellion.  It’s seen in a kind 

carelessness and casting off restraints and traditional mores.  It can be moderate to severe.  

It doesn’t conform, but seeks to experience freedom.  And I actually think that in many 

cases this stage can be a step in the right direction and generally be a good thing, a step 

farther along in the process of Christian maturity. 

 But it’s not Christian maturity.  It’s still immature.  It must be a stage, not the 

arrival point.  We shouldn’t get stuck there too long.  And I fear many of us, many young 

Christians living in the city are hovering around here somewhere – growing up and 

moving out of the suburban, middle-class spirituality that borders on religion and 

beginning to then experience the grace of the gospel and start to tinker with irreligion.  

Oh how cool it would be to see a community that is growing up into true Christian 

maturity and living that out in the city.  May God do that here! 

 So what is maturity?  Well it is many things, but a big aspect of it involves 

becoming less reactive.  The conservatives are often reacting to the liberals and defining 

themselves over and against them.  The avant-garde are almost always reacting to the 

old-guard and defining themselves over and against them.  Each is running from 

something.  Maturity is running to something, or more accurately Someone.  First of all 

Jesus, finding your identity in him, not in being a good kid or some lifestyle considered 

deviant by some, but in Christ alone.  And then secure in Christ, maturity means pursuing 

others, not scoffing at them (looking down) or idolizing them (unhealthily looking up), 

but serving them.  It’s not reactive, but proactive in love.  A mature person has grown out 

of a straight-jacket practice of Christianity that focuses on rules and also out of a loosey-

goosey practice of Christianity that flaunts the rules (for both are quite selfish and 

brattish) and into a place of self-less love because he or she has attained “to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). 

 In short, what we’re going to see together today from these four verses in 

Matthew, is just this: the Son sets us free to serve. 

 

Let’s pray…We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so 

that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 

 

 

Scenario 

 First off, let’s try to understand the scenario presented to us here.  Just to set the 

scene: Jesus has been up north with his disciples on a strategic retreat.  In conjunction 

with this the movement of this book has shifted.  We’ve turned a corner.  No longer is it 

about a wide scale, well-received ministry in Galilee.  Now we’re on a sober trek to 

Jerusalem and the cross with a lot of teaching of the disciples along the way.  Jesus has 

been seeking to set his disciples straight on his identity, even giving three of them a sneak 

peak into his cosmic glory on the Mount of Transfiguration.  But the disciples are dense.  

Last week he came down from the mountain to find the other disciples coming up short in 

their attempt to cast out a demon because of their lack of faith.  Jesus restates that this 



3 

messianic project is going to take the cross… he is going to die for his disciples because 

it was obvious that otherwise they were hopeless. 

 Well today on his way down south we see Jesus stop back by Capernaum, his 

home base of operations during his Galilean ministry, for what appears to be his last stop 

there before setting out for Jerusalem.  Today we’re looking at just a short snippet 

relating a relatively brief encounter with the collectors of the temple tax, but as one Bible 

scholar has put it, “this apparently rather trivial exchange in fact has significant 

implications for the reader’s understanding of the status and mission of Jesus.”
1
 

 “After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-

drachma tax came to Peter and asked, ‘Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?’” (v. 

24).  Why did they come to Peter?  Perhaps the disciples were staying at Peter’s house.  

Whether that was the case or not it was obvious that Peter is the ringleader.  So he’s 

approached. 

Now who are these people?  I picture in my mind the people standing on the 

median at an intersection with buckets collecting donations for the March of Dimes.  

They are not religious elite from Jerusalem.  And they’re not wealthy and despised tax-

collectors for the Romans (like Matthew was); they’re not that kind of tax collector.  

Rather they are good, faithful Jews, locals from the community who volunteered to 

collect this tax. 

And now what is the tax?  It was more of an annual donation for the upkeep of the 

Temple in Jerusalem that became a widely accepted and practiced custom for Jews by 

this time.  The idea came from the passage in Exodus 30:11-16 where the Lord 

commanded Moses to take a census and collect a half shekel from everyone for the 

building and maintenance of the Tabernacle in the dessert, the predecessor of the Temple.  

Over time this tradition developed of collecting two drachmas (which equals half a 

shekel) annually for all men over the age of nineteen.  However, the two-drachma coin 

was seldom minted at this time, so what normally happened was that two men went 

together and dropped a four-drachma coin in the coffer (hence, as we’ll see in a bit, Peter 

and Jesus go in together). 

Now this was most widely practiced among the conservative ordinary Jews of the 

day who took pride in the Temple and were religiously observant.  The progressive 

Sadducees didn’t generally do this, kind of like those today who object to donating to the 

Salvation Army bell-ringers during the ‘holiday season’.  The radical, libertarian, 

separatist groups like the Essenes who formed the Dead Sea community only gave to this 

collection once in their lifetime at age twenty and then not again after that.  So there 

wasn’t 100% participation every year, thus the question – “Does your Rabbi give 

annually to the temple fund?”  There is also some evidence from the literature of the day 

that suggests that those who live off of the donations of others (like Jesus did) were 

exempt from this.  The priests, for example, weren’t asked to pay into the pot. 

But Peter, the patriotic Jew and impetuous man that he is, blurts out, “Yes, he 

does” (v. 25a).  “Of course he does… he’s Israel’s Messiah I’ll have you know!”  Peter 

told the guys at the door that Jesus would pay the temple tax.  Then we read that “when 

Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak” (v. 25b).  I like that detail.  Before 

Peter could report what had happened Jesus said, “Peter, let’s talk.”  Most likely Jesus 

had heard the conversation on the front porch and he gently takes Peter aside and wants 

to seize this moment for a teaching opportunity. 
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Sonship 
 What Jesus says next has massive implications for his identity.  He’s not subject 

to the institution of the Temple, he is the fulfillment of the Temple institution.  He is the 

true Temple of God – the dwelling place of God with Man, the place where atonement 

for sins will be made, the locus of worship… all of that, destroyed and then built again 

three days later.  He is the One greater than the Temple (cf. 12:6)! 

Jesus is not just like a politician candidating for governor of Alabama and being 

asked if he’s a member of a Baptist church.  Jesus is in an altogether different class.  

Jesus isn’t campaigning for Messiah, he is the rightful heir to the throne of God’s eternal 

kingdom and he’s showing up!  Peter still doesn’t quite get this, though he heard the 

voice from heaven days earlier saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased” (v. 5).  Peter should have gotten, and we’re supposed to get, that Jesus is God’s 

unique Son, his beloved Son, his only begotten Son. 

And as such Jesus stands above the Temple and is not required to submit to 

fundraisers to keep it going.  He is free from such things.  He doesn’t need the Temple or 

need to pay homage to the Temple, the Temple bows to him.  Jesus doesn’t have to 

participate in all these Jewish cultural customs, some of which were set up to point to 

him, some of which were just set up by Man.  Jesus uses an illustration – “‘What do you 

think, Simon?’ he asked.  ‘From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes – 

from their own sons or from others?’  ‘From others,’ Peter answered.  ‘Then the sons are 

exempt,’ Jesus said to him” (vv. 25c-26).  “The contrast is not between citizens and 

foreigners, but between those of the royal household and those outside.  Kings regularly 

tax[ed] their citizens, not their families.”
2
  The illustration may not make immediate 

sense in a democratic context like ours, but think in terms of Kingdoms.  Jesus is the 

Prince.  He doesn’t have to pay taxes!  Or think of it this way: who is required to submit a 

request to their Congressman in order to gain access to the White House – Sasha and 

Malia Obama or ordinary citizens taking a tour?  Jesus is the Son of God; he is exempt 

from those things.  He doesn’t really have to pay the temple tax. 

Now here’s the thing: Jesus includes Peter in with himself in this.  So in other 

words, through Jesus other people can gain that status with God of beloved son.  This is 

what it means to be a Christian – it is to be united to Christ by faith in such a way that 

you enjoy all the benefits of divine Sonship! 

So many people try to live the Christian life as if they are merely citizens instead 

of sons.  The White House is the people’s house, technically, but you have to jump 

through all these hoops to get in and even then you don’t get to see the family quarters.  

But in Christ, we’re family.  Yet, brothers and sisters, we often live like we’re not.  We 

pay our dues.  We seek to law-abiding citizens.  We conform.  But that’s it.  There’s no 

intimacy with God as Father.  We limit our rights and privileges.  While others maybe get 

fed up and move to Canada.  They don’t even want to do the American thing anymore. 

But to be a Christian is not to do the Christian thing.  It’s not about following 

certain rules and getting certain basic benefits – being a citizen.  It is about being a son.  

J.I. Packer says in the chapter called “Sons of God” in his classic book Knowing God that 

being a son of God is “the highest privilege that the gospel offers.”
3
  He says that “just as 

the knowledge of his unique Sonship controlled Jesus’ living of his own life on earth, so 

he insists that the knowledge of our adoptive sonship must control our lives too.”
4
 



5 

This is the thrust of the book of Galatians in the Bible.  It says, “You are all sons 

of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27).  To put your faith in Christ is to put on 

Christ, be clothed in him, kind of like Jacob was clothed in Esau’s clothing and received 

the blessing of Isaac his father, except God the Father is not blind and ignorant like Isaac; 

he actually encourages us to do this, it’s not shady.  “God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” 

(Jn. 3:16).  This is God’s plan. 

Packer says, “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, 

find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his 

Father.”
5
  As Fred Sanders has written – “There is something intoxicating in the insight 

that we are sons of God in God the Son.  It transposes our understanding of salvation into 

a higher key, transfigures our notions of what God has done for us in Christ and the Spirit 

into something we can hardly look at directly, and transforms our relationship with God 

into a conscious enjoyment of filial blessing.”
6
  Is that how you’re living?  Or do you live 

like a mere citizen?  Listen to how a well-known refrain in the nineteenth century put it: 

 

So near, so very near to God, 

I cannot nearer be; 

For in the person of His Son, 

I am as near as He. 

 

So dear, so very dear to God, 

More dear I cannot be; 

The love wherewith He loves the Son, 

Such is His love to me.
7
 

 

 What a blessing!  What intimacy.  But Galatians goes on to explain how Sonship 

also implies freedom.  Galatians has been called the Magna Carta of Christian freedom, 

and for good reason.  It is about “the freedom we have in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 2:4).  And 

that freedom is a result of Sonship.  “God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  Because you are 

sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, 

Father.’  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made 

you also an heir” (Gal. 4:4-7).  An heir doesn’t have to earn an inheritance.  Christians 

are freed, freed from working for their salvation, freed from all the pressures to conform, 

freed from all the threats of the law, freed from the need to fit in to get acceptance, freed 

in a thousand other ways.  They are irrevocably welcomed into God’s forever family and 

given the full rights of sons, heirs.  As heirs to the throne we don’t have to play the silly 

games to get God to like us.  He loves us.  There is immense freedom in this.  Are you 

walking in this or are you still kind of timid, trying to cross all your ‘t’s and dot all your 

‘i’s? 

 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1).  Or as Jesus says 

elsewhere – “if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (Jn. 8:36).  Stop living 

merely like a citizen.  And you don’t have to move to another country to find the liberty 
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you’re looking for.  Recognize your sonship in the Son.  Pursue him and in him you can 

enjoy the full rights of sons.  No more seeking your identity in conformity or non-

conformity.  You are in Christ.  No more trying hard to fit the bill and then getting fed up 

and swerving to the other extreme of licentiousness.  Get off that treadmill.  Rest in your 

status as dearly beloved child.  Take a breather.  Take off your shoes.  Kick your feet up.  

Open up the fridge and take whatever you want without asking.  By faith in Christ, 

entirely apart from your works, you are a dearly loved child of God!  Can you believe 

that?  It’s a breath of fresh air to the ‘good kids’ and it’s the thing you’re really looking 

for if you’re a ‘bad kid’. 

 

Service 

So that’s the first thing we see here.  Jesus didn’t have to pay this customary 

Temple tax to be a good Jew.  He was the Son of God.  And neither did Peter, because he 

was with Jesus and therefore a beneficiary of the full rights of sonship as well.  We need 

to appreciate better what it means to be a Christian – the freedom that is inherent in being 

a child of God.  Soak in that.  The Son sets you free.  Don’t settle for any other brand of 

freedom, faux freedom that’s just another form of slavery.  The Son sets you free. 

Now the second thing we see is that the Son sets you free to serve.  Is that 

contradictory?  No.  Galatians 5:13 puts it very clearly – “You, my brothers, were called 

to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one 

another in love.”  Peter, probably reminiscing about this very conversation, said 

something similar in 1 Peter 2:16 – “Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a 

cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.” 

“God has thrown open his heart and turned his inner [Trinitarian] life inside out to 

be our salvation”
8
 by sending the Son so we could be sons.  The more we experience this, 

the more we are turned inside out in love for God and others.  We don’t have to focus on 

self anymore, seeking to shore up our status as good, law-abiding citizens or protest the 

establishment and rebel against the system and march for our rights.  We have true 

freedom, and from that position we can use our freedom to give. 

That’s what Jesus does here.  After establishing that he and his disciples are 

exempt from these kinds of things, Jesus says, “But so that we may not offend them, go 

to the lake and throw out your line.  Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you 

will find a four-drachma coin.  Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours” (v. 27).  

It’s an unusual miracle.  And we’re not explicitly told that it happened, just that Jesus 

directed Peter to do this.  Maybe there’s more background to this saying than we’re able 

to get.
9
  But taking it at face value Jesus doesn’t have the money in his pocket, but he 

makes a way for it to be paid in a way that seems to display his unique ownership of the 

whole world. 

But the larger point to focus on is the first phrase – “But so that we may not 

offend them…”  Jesus doesn’t have to pay the temple tax, but he will find a way to do so 

because he doesn’t want to put any unnecessary stumbling block in people’s path 

anything that distracts from his real message.  That word offend is the verb form of 

skandalon from which we get our English word ‘scandal’.  It’s used often in the NT to 

talk about an obstacle, a stumbling block, an offense that gets in the way (i.e. Rom. 

14:13, 1Cor. 1:23).  Jesus is saying that they should submit to this cultural tradition for 
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now.  It would not be helpful to snub it.  To do so would just get in the way of the main 

message. 

There are times when it is right to be offensive.  Earlier in 15:12 this same word is 

used to describe Jesus – he was offensive to the Pharisees – and he was okay with that 

there because the gospel of grace was at stake.  In 1 Corinthians 1:23 Paul says that 

Christ crucified is “a stumbling block to Jews,” a skandalon, and so it must be – the good 

news that Christ died to save us because we could not save ourselves will trip many 

people up because we don’t want to admit our inability, but we cannot fudge on that.  

Paul speaks in Galatians 5:11 positively about the “offense [the scandal] of the cross.”  

We cannot soften that. 

But the point here is that the cross must be our only offense.  Because we’re no 

longer working for our own, we should be seeking other’s salvation.  And in that pursuit 

we should desire to make no other offense than the offense of grace that irritates the 

innate desire to be our own saviors.  But that’s it.  All other possible offenses we should 

seek to eliminate, out of love, even by sacrifice, because we are serving people, because 

we are free to.  While Jesus was not afraid to offend people like the hard-line Pharisees, 

generally speaking “the Jesus of Matthew’s gospel is not one to stand on his personal 

dignity, nor to dig his heels in on matters of secondary importance,” says R.T. France.
10

  

Commenting on this particular example of the temple tax he says, “It is simply a matter 

of custom, where compliance, even if not necessary, will do no harm, and to flout it 

would serve no useful purpose.”
11

  J.P. Meier puts it this way – “If the sons are free from 

tax, they are not free from the claims of love, even love of enemies.”
12

 

Applying this then to the larger picture, France states, “A Christian community 

which sets up ‘stumbling blocks’ only when it is really necessary is likely to be more 

effective in mission.”
13

  If you’ve been set free and made a son, you are on a mission to 

tell of how wonderful this adopting God is!  And in that mission you will gladly give up 

your rights for others, be they weaker brothers or unbelievers.  Do you have to obey 

God’s law perfectly for God to accept you?  No, Jesus did that for you.  You’re free.  Do 

you have to conform to the Christian culture or the mores of other cultures?  No.  You’re 

free.  You’re free to obey God’s law, which is summarized in the principle of love.  And 

you’re free to serve others.  As J.C. Ryle has said, “There are occasions when it shows 

more grace in a Christian to submit than to resist.”
14

  This is Christian maturity. 

The Apostle Paul is a great example of this.  Do you remember towards the end of 

the book of Acts when Paul arrives in Jerusalem in ch. 21 he meets with James, the leader 

of the Jewish church there and James tells him that there are many Jewish believers in 

Jerusalem who have accepted the gospel, but their Jewish cultural identity is still very 

important to them and they still participate in the customs of the Temple.  They have 

heard second and third hand about the kind of freedom that Paul has been preaching 

around the Roman Empire and it makes them uneasy.  So James suggests that Paul 

sponsors four men in a Temple ritual to set the Jewish believers at ease.  And Paul did it.  

Though he knew he was not bound to, but still he went through all the procedures.  He 

bent over backwards to serve, even though this ended up leading to his arrest and 

imprisonments. 

Paul in different settings opted not to receive money for his gospel work, not 

because it would have been wrong of him or because he didn’t have the right to do so, but 

so as not to be a burden (i.e. 2Thess. 3:9).   Paul said in Romans 14 – “Make up your 
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mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way.  As one who is in 

the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself.  But if anyone 

regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean.  If your brother is distressed 

because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love” (Rom. 14:13-15). 

This is all over 1 Corinthians too.  Chapter 8 is about food sacrificed to idols.  We 

know that idols are nothing and that we are free to eat food sacrificed to them that is on 

sale in the market-place.  But love adds another dimension to things.  “Not everyone 

knows this” (1Cor. 8:7a).  Their consciences are weak.  Devouring food sacrificed to 

idols in front of them is not loving.  So Paul says in 1Cor. 8:9 – “Be careful… that the 

exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.”  He 

concludes, “If what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin [scandalizes him], I will never 

eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall [scandalize him]” (1Cor. 8:13). 

Chapter 9 is about the rights of an apostle.  Paul starts off with the rhetorical 

question – “Am I not free?” (1Cor. 9:1).  He has great freedom.  He has “the right to food 

and drink” (1Cor. 9:4).  He has “the right to take a believing wife along with” him (1Cor. 

9:5).  He has the right to not have to work for a living.  But v. 12 is so Christlike – “But 

we did not use [these rights].  On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder 

the gospel of Christ.”  That was Paul’s M.O. 

 

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to 

everyone, to win as many as possible.  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to 

win the Jews.  To those under the law I became like one under the law 

(though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  

To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though 

I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win 

those not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I 

have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might 

save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel. (1Cor. 9:19-23) 

 

 I’m deliberately refraining from giving specific examples here of what this looks 

like in our day and age with our Christian subculture in a multi-cultural city.  I’m just 

asserting the radical freedom of Sonship and calling you to a responsible use of that 

freedom in love.  And I want to ask you to pray specifically through the application of 

this to your life.  In what ways are you immature?  How are you not living as a Son of 

God in Christ?  And then within that freedom, how are you potentially using it to serve 

yourself instead of others?  What behaviors in your life represent an immature use of 

freedom? 

In 1 Corinthians chapter 10 Paul talks again of the responsible use of freedom.  

He asserts on the one hand the radical freedom we do have in Christ and how we should 

not let our “freedom be judged by another’s conscience” (1Cor. 10:29).  But then he 

closes with this admonition – “Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or 

the church of God – even as I try to please everybody in every way.  For I am not seeking 

my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.  Follow my example, as I 

follow the example of Christ” (1Cor. 10:32 – 11:1). 

 

The Lord’s Table 
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 And that is where we must come to again as we finish out this look at Sonship and 

service – to JESUS.  We must meditate on the radical way that Jesus served us.  How he 

gave up his freedoms and left the comforts of heaven to come all the way down to us and 

go all the way to the cross for us.  As he put it, “The Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mt. 20:28).  That is what 

we meditate on as we come to the Lord’s Table.  We confess our immaturities, our 

seeking to find our identity in anything other than Christ (either our compliance or our 

non-compliance), our failures to love, and we remember again that he gave up everything 

for us to be saved and adopted as sons and daughters of the Heavenly Father.  Bask in 

this love now.  Let Christ serve you…. 

 

Benediction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 27, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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