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Text 
When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 15 "Lord, have mercy on my 

son," he said. "He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16 I 

brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him." 17 "O unbelieving and perverse generation," 

Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to 

me." 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. 19 

Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we drive it out?" 20 He replied, 

"Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 

say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." 21  22 

When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the 

hands of men. 23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life." And the disciples were 

filled with grief. 

 

Introduction 
 In Matthew chapter 4 we see Jesus’ initial call to some of his disciples.  Included 

there are Peter, his brother Andrew, and James and John.  Jesus says, “Come, follow 

me… and I will make you fishers of men” (4:19).  So an invitation to be with Jesus, to 

know him, to be associated with him (“Come, follow me”), followed by a vague 

description of a subsequent task they would be called to (“and I will make you fishers of 

men.”).  Then in Matthew chapter 10 we see Jesus officially call twelve of his followers 

to be apostles and he “gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every 

disease and sickness” (10:1).  He sent them on a specific task – “Go… to the lost sheep of 

Israel.  As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’  Heal the sick, 

raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons” (10:6-8).  So Jesus’ 

Twelve had a clear calling.  They were called to (1) be with Jesus and (2) to be sent out to 

do things like drive out demons.  That’s a basic paradigm for all disciples of Jesus: (1) a 

call to be his, (2) a call to do particular tasks for him. 

 Here’s what it has looked like for me.  When I was seven years old, in the events 

surrounding the death of my infant sister, through the Holy Spirit and the word of the 

gospel Jesus called me to himself.  It was very obvious.  He introduced himself to me as a 

Savior and Lord.  Because of what I instinctively knew of God from conscience and had 

picked up in church I was petrified of dying like my sister had.  I had a deep sense of 

guilt and the simple message of Jesus’ love in dying for my sins and giving me 

forgiveness and eternal life in Heaven was sweet relief to my seven-year-old-soul, 

irresistibly good news.  Now my understanding was very shallow at that time and my 
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relationship with the Lord very undeveloped, but it was there.  Jesus had called me to be 

his.  I had met him.  I knew where I was going in the grand scheme of things.  I began a 

journey of life with him, a life of following him.  That is the first and most basic calling 

of Christ.  I wonder: have you experienced that? 

 But then when I was fifteen years old I was at a church youth conference for a 

week in New Mexico and it was there that I first sensed an inward call to be a preacher.  

The thought had never crossed my mind before.  I remember the 8
th

 grade guidance 

counselor asking us what we wanted to be when we grew up and writing it on a card and 

placing it in our file.  I had said ‘Computer Graphics’.  I had no idea what that meant.  It 

was what my friend wanted to be and it sounded cool, but I didn’t really think too much 

about that kind of stuff at the time.  But after that week in New Mexico I came back 

home with this inescapable sense that God had called me to be a preacher.  So I told the 

pastor at my small town church and he promptly organized a ‘Youth Sunday’ where I 

could preach.  I worked long and hard on a 5 minute sermon entitled “Get All Excited!” 

and went into this massive, wooden pulpit with my knees literally knocking.  I don’t 

know how I got through it.  It was miserable and I thought perhaps I had gotten this all 

wrong, so I argued with God like Moses did with his call at the burning bush. 

 But for some reason I did it again about a year later.  This time I preached on the 

story of the Prodigal Son.  I was nervous beforehand, but something strange happened.  

Once I got up there and started to preach it was like I got on a slip-n-slide and twenty 

minutes later I was giving an altar call and people were coming forward.  The Holy Spirit 

took over.  And since then I have never looked back and never second guessed it; not 

once. 

There may have been a few minor bumps along the road and the call has 

developed along the way, but here I am – I’ve been doing this at Immanuel for eight 

years this July and I absolutely love what I get to do.  It’s not too hard for me to see what 

my purpose in life is: preach the Bible, pastor the people God brings, plant other 

churches, persuade people to settle down in the city and pursue their callings here with us 

long-term, and then die and be promoted to glory.  It’s pretty simple.  It’s not easy; if you 

ever think that being a pastor is a walk in the park, read Charles Spurgeon’s piece in 

Lectures to My Students entitled “The Minister’s Fainting Fits” and you’ll get an idea of 

the pressures and the suffering involved.  It’s difficult.  But I can understand if you think 

it’s more easy to see the purpose of being a pastor than of being a plumber (I’m not 

saying it is more purposeful, but I can understand why you might think that).  And I’ll 

admit that I have been on a fast-track in my calling which is perhaps unusual. 

 Not everyone, I realize, has that same experience.  I remember one of my best 

friends in college being very jealous and maybe a bit irritated when we first met during 

orientation and I told him with great assurance – “I’m going to be a pastor.”  “How can 

he be so confident?” he thought.  I recognize that most people agonize over this question 

of calling, changing majors a few times in college, struggling to get a job after college 

and then once you do you enter into the mundane duties of most vocations and wonder, 

“Is this it?  Is this what I was made for?  What’s the point of my life?  Is this what God 

has called me to?”  I recognize there is a lot of angst and uncertainty over this topic of 

calling, even for people who have experienced the essential call to be a Christian and 

know where they’re going when they die, but can’t really see what they are left on this 
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earth to do in the meantime?  It’s not clear.  So before we can even get to the topic of our 

text today – a disciple’s failure – we must first deal with a disciple’s feeling of futility. 

Perhaps your life feels futile.  You’re not sure what specifically God has called 

you to.  So let me just give you a few encouragements: 

(1) Discern your passions.  Ryan and I were at a Church Planting mini-conference 

together this week and heard the speaker talk about the freedom of a burden.  

Allow God to place one or two particular burdens on your life and then just 

run with that.  Don’t allow yourself to get overwhelmed by everything good.  

He told about how in seminary there was chapel several times a week and one 

day it may be someone from Crown Financial Ministries talking about 

stewardship and how there are 2,350 verses in the Bible about money and if 

your heart is not about financial stewardship then your heart is not aligned 

with God’s heart.  Then the next time chapel is about frontier missions and 

you hear about how there are 7,055 unreached people groups in the world and 

if your heart is not about reaching the unreached then your heart is not aligned 

with God’s heart.  And then the next chapel is run by a local Rescue Mission 

going through all the verses in the Bible about the widows and orphans and 

saying that if your heart is not all about the poor and oppressed then your 

heart is not in line with God’s heart.  And by that point we don’t know what to 

do, so we often do nothing, paralyzed by too many options.  And the speaker 

said that there’s no way that our heart can be as big as God’s heart, so we need 

accept that and then figure out what God has placed on our heart and just do 

that, focus there.  We assume too often the mentality of a golfer, thinking that 

we have to pull out a driver and then a wedge and then a putter to get the ball 

in the hole, but instead we should think like football players and just play our 

position (a center may play his whole career and never score a point, but still 

have been a good player).  So first of all, be free to pursue the particular 

passion God has placed on you.  If you’re completely clueless as to what that 

is, talk about it with some others at church. 

(2) Recognize your position.  So many people feel so far from their calling from 

the Lord when all along it’s right under their noses.  Look around you and see 

that God has already given you a calling as a mom, a dad, a child, a husband, 

a wife, an employee, a citizen and don’t overlook that.  And then ask why has 

God determined that you would live in Chicago?  He has called you here to 

learn the city, to love the city, to labor for the good of the city, not use it or 

hide in it.  And why has God orchestrated things so that you have a heart for 

hospitality and would have taken four years of French in high school and there 

are three Haitian families that live in your apartment building?  Stuff like that.  

There are opportunities right in front of you where your passions can find 

expression.  Connect your passions with your current positions.  The 

opportunities are there. 

(3) Cultivate contentment.  The speaker I heard this week shared a saying, “If 

God has called you to be a farmer, don’t stoop so low as to be a king.”  Be 

okay to be who you are and don’t compare yourself to other people.  The body 

can’t all be eyes.  Football teams can’t be comprised of all quarterbacks.  

Christian contentment is indeed a rare jewel.  Cultivate it and you will find joy 
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and purpose returning.  Complain and gripe and you will find those things 

leaving you.  Don’t worry about why you got two talents when someone else 

got five.  Just seek to be faithful with what you have. 

 

At a base level, if you’re a Christian, remember that you have been called to 

pursue Christ with passion.  Keep getting to know him.  And you’ve been called to do 

that in the context of a local church – loving and being loved by specific brothers and 

sisters, serving and being served by them, giving to and receiving from them.  Throw 

yourself in.  Share yourself.  Submit yourself.  Keep doing that and other matters of 

particular callings will come into clearer focus.  And you will realize that you have more 

callings than you may be aware of.  Read the Bible and see what basic things God calls 

you to do.  You won’t find – be a marketing analyst for a cable television station, but you 

will find things like work with your hands so that you “may have something to share with 

those in need” (Eph. 4:28), “love the brotherhood of believers” (1Pe. 2:17), “God did not 

call us to be impure, but to live a holy life” (1Thess. 4:7) and these are things that can 

easily be applied to your current situation. 

That’s a long introduction, but I felt like I needed to digress for a bit.  If you’ve 

been personally called by Christ he also calls you to particular tasks and purposes. 

Now back to the original disciples of Jesus who had been called to him and called 

to a particular mission that involved casting out demons.  Today we see that they 

experience a failure in performing their calling.  What do we make of that?  How do we 

understand it when we encounter unfruitfulness in our life’s work?  Setbacks?  Lapses?  

What’s going on when we think we’re doing what we’re supposed to be doing, but 

nothing’s happening?  What if we fall flat on our face?  I think this is about that.  We 

may be going through the motions doing what we know we’re supposed to be doing and 

yet lose sight of why we’re doing it, even fail at doing it.  This section is about how to go 

about doing what we’ve been called to do.  And there’s practical encouragement in that.  

I want to help people know what the Lord has called them to and be effective for him in 

that. 

But really the major thing that we need to see here (and this is where we’re 

ultimately going) in short is just this: even though we are not always faithful in our 

callings, Jesus was to his!  Now that’s a perspective we need to hear. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Disciples’ Problem – Lack of Faith 

 So we’ve seen what the disciple’s specific calling was – to heal the sick and to 

cast out demons as a demonstration of the kingdom’s arrival.  Now it’s debatable whether 

that was a calling just given to the original apostles or those in the NT era or if it’s a 

calling given out to people today.  I’m not going to get into whether it is or isn’t.  Maybe 

so, maybe not.  But I will say that I’m fairly certain that for most of you God has not 

called you to take no money with you and travel around the Midwest healing people and 

casting demons out of them.  It’s more likely that he’s called you to “make it your 

ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands… 

so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 

dependent on anybody” (1Thess. 4:11-12).  So whatever your understanding of the use of 
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miraculous gifts today, we can all agree that this is what Jesus had called these twelve 

men to do then. 

 And today we read that they had a failure in doing what Christ had commissioned 

them to do, what presumably they had been doing!  “When Jesus came to the crowd, a 

man approached Jesus and knelt before him.  ‘Lord, have mercy on my son,’ he said.  ‘He 

has seizures and is suffering greatly.  He often falls into the fire or into the water.  I 

brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him’” (vv. 14-16).  We’re not sure 

entirely the motivation of the father.  Some have suggested that it was shame at having a 

child with epilepsy.  But I think there’s genuine parental love displayed here.  He’s got a 

son with a need.  He’s heard that Jesus and his disciples could heal and so he brings his 

son to them.  Jesus wasn’t available at the time so the nine disciples left behind try to do 

it, but they are unable.  The boy is presumably still thrashing about, foaming at the 

mouth, grinding his teeth, becoming rigid (cf. Mk. 9:18) after they tried to cure him. 

 Jesus is, it’s safe to say, disappointed.  “‘O unbelieving and perverse generation,’ 

Jesus replied, ‘how long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring 

the boy here to me’” (v. 17).  It seems that his frustration is mainly directed here towards 

his disciples who are still so faithless.  They should have by now been able to do this.  He 

had modeled it for them, given them the authority to do it.  They should have figured this 

out by now. 

 “Jesus,” without any trouble, “rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and 

he was healed from that moment” (v. 18).  There was not an issue of failure for him.  

Right? 

But “then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, ‘Why couldn’t we 

drive it out?’” (v. 19).  “What happened, Lord?  We did all the right stuff.  We put our 

hands on him.  We said ‘in Jesus’ name’.  Why didn’t it work?”  The we is emphatic.  

They were bewildered.  They of all people should have been able to do this. 

“He replied, ‘Because you have so little faith” (v. 20a).  That’s a term we find 

several times in Matthew, always to describe the disciples.  It essentially means poor 

faith.  A lack or lapse of faith.  They weren’t acting in faith.  They were acting, here, in 

presumption, pride, faith in themselves and, though ostensibly doing the Lord’s work, 

incognizant of the Lord.  The amount of faith is irrelevant, as the next saying about faith 

the size of mustard seed will show us.  One person has said, “It is not necessary to have 

great faith; even a small faith is enough, as long as it is faith in the great God.”
1
  It’s that 

the disciples weren’t doing this in faith.  In Mark’s account of this event the disciples 

asked Jesus what went wrong and he told them, “This kind can come out only by prayer” 

(Mk. 9:29).  Little faith is the same thing as lack of prayer. 

I read it put this way, “The disciples apparently had taken for granted the power 

given to them or had come to believe that it was inherent in them.  Lack of prayer 

indicated they had forgotten that their power over the demonic spirits was from Jesus.”
2
  

It reminds me a bit of the story in Acts 19:13-17 of the Seven Sons of Sceva who tried to 

get in on the exorcism action, treating Jesus’ name like a magic incantation and one time 

“the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all.  He gave 

them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding” (Acts 19:16).  

Jesus doesn’t give us magic power.  He doesn’t give us jobs to do and then expect us to 

go off on our own and do them.  His desire is for us do the things he’s called us to do 

“with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
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Christ” (1Pe. 4:11).  He wants us to “abide in him,” recognizing that “apart from [him 

we] can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5).  That’s the life of faith. 

 Now what about you?  Have you ever been faithless like this in your duties?  Do 

you know what this is like?  You don’t pray through your day at the beginning of the day.  

You just get up and charge right into it.  How arrogant?  It ignores Jesus.  We often think 

we are too busy to pray, whereas the right approach is – “I have so much to do today that 

I must pray!”  We can so easily try to do what God has called us to do without God.  And 

what that means is we’re doing it for our own glory, which is demeaning to God, or we 

don’t think he can help which is also demeaning.  Our faith relationship is hurt and he 

ends up becoming very small in our eyes instead of very present and powerful.  And the 

most loving thing God can do to us is cause us to fall on our faces in failure from time to 

time to humble us and rebuke us and snap us back into faith.  Do you ever find yourself 

going about doing what you’re supposed to do with little to no thought about the Lord? 

 Why isn’t there intimacy in my marriage?  I’m doing good husbandly stuff – I 

provide for her, I take out the trash, I plan a date night…  But do you actually pray for her 

and ask God to be the center of your relationship and unite you in him or are you just 

narcissistically trying to be a ‘good husband’?  Lord, you called me to be a teacher.  I’m 

sacrificing and working my tail off for little pay, giving to these kids, but I’m just getting 

frustrated, almost burnt out, nothing seems to be happening, is it worth it?  But do you 

pray for your students by name every day?  Do you go through your day cultivating 

dependence on the Lord or are you secretly hoping someone will make a movie about 

you like Hillary Swank in Freedom Writers? 

 An application point that has been in my mind as I’ve been reflecting on this is 

the joint outreaches we’ve been doing with the Near West Vineyard and the Church of 

the Beloved on the first and third Saturdays of the month.  Since we moved to this 

location in August several people have noticed the obvious: there’s a lot of people that 

just hang out back behind here.  Some of these people already had a burden for this kind 

of ministry and here this is right in our back yard.  Because of the principle of ‘Moral 

Proximity’ it was clear that God was calling us to be involved somehow.  This was a call 

from God to love our neighbors.  No doubt about it.  And so we stepped out in faith, 

prayed it up with the Prayer Team, and started reaching out with food and the gospel and 

it’s been growing.  Right now we feed about 75 people and get to share the gospel and 

pray with people and build relationships.  But I realized that two weeks ago when we 

gathered to do this people just showed up and we got the grill out and set up shop and 

went to it, but we didn’t start off with prayer.  It just seems like an easy application of 

this text that if we want our hearts to be right and we expect people’s eyes to be opened 

to the beauty of Jesus and their lives to be changed then we need to start these times off 

with prayer.  What do we really think we can do against the strongholds that are 

represented out there?  So yesterday we prayed before we went out. 

 As a preacher I know God has called me to preach and I’ve seen him do some 

cool things through my preaching, but the temptation after you’ve preached 500 or so 

times is to begin to think you know how to do this and you get a little less nervous and 

you’ve found the right ways to phrase things and bringing together an outline is more 

second nature and you pray less in preparation.  But then you begin to wonder why it 

seems like the preaching of God’s Word is having less of an impact on people’s lives.  
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Little faith.  It’s so easy to get complacent, to rest on your laurels, get into a rut, to 

gradually forget God and stop living by faith.  How do you see this in your calling(s)? 

 God is not weak.  His Word is not impotent.  Christ’s name cannot lose its power.  

It’s that our faith is weak and he doesn’t work apart from faith.  It’s not magic or voodoo.  

With all the aspects of the Christian’s calling, we don’t just go through the motions and 

expect results.  God wants our hearts.  Faith is meant to be active in the process.  The 

Christian life can’t be set on autopilot.  We constantly need to need Jesus.  Jesus will 

show us that, often through failure. 

 But with faith amazing things can happen.  “I tell you the truth,” Jesus says, “if 

you have faith as small as a mustard seed [a tiny little seed], you can say to this mountain, 

‘Move from here to there’ and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for you” (v. 

20b).  Now there is no record that I know of in the history of the Christian church of 

anyone every commanding a mountain to move and it levitates and is directed 

somewhere else.  That’s because that’s not the point.  Moving mountains was a 

proverbial in those times, and in ours, of something seemingly impossible.  Seemingly 

insurmountable obstacles can be overcome if we walk by faith, in a relationship of trust.  

God can do cool things.  If I prepare and preach in dependence on God with a desire for 

his glory and an awareness of my emptiness but in obedience, spiritually dead people can 

come to life, and what is more impossible than that?  If you practice your vocation in 

humble faithfulness, prayerful, dependent on God, others’ lives can be changed, societies 

can be bettered, the gospel can be adorned!  Your life can leave an impact.  You can have 

a legacy.  It’s true. 

 Now this, does pose a pastoral problem, doesn’t it?  What happens if I preach 

faithfully, prayerfully and it seems nobody gets converted for my whole ministry, nobody 

gets helped, everyone here apostatizes?   Or we pray before every outreach and revival 

never breaks out?  Does that mean our faith wasn’t big enough?  We didn’t pray hard 

enough?  What if you pray for healing for your child who has cancer and she ends up 

dying?  Did you not have enough faith?  It’s a sensitive question, but one that must be 

asked.  Should faithful Christians expect unhindered success?  And if they don’t see it 

they need to pray more and have more faith?  Does “nothing will be impossible for you” 

imply the sky is the limit and the path is paved with rose petals?  All the talk in these 

sections about the cross and taking up our crosses tells us no.  So our definition of failure 

may need to be nuanced. 

 But how does one deal with these verses?  And ones earlier in Matthew about 

how “everyone who asks receives” (7:8), or in John – “You may ask me for anything in 

my name, and I will do it” (Jn. 14:14), or in Philippians – “I can do everything through 

him who gives me strength” (Ph. 4:13)?  John Calvin is helpful here.  He says, “[Jesus] 

does not mean that God will give us whatever comes heedlessly into our minds or 

mouths.  In fact, since there is nothing more contradictory to faith than the foolish and 

unconsidered wishes of our flesh, it follows that where faith reigns there is no asking for 

anything indiscriminately.”
3
  So it’s not carte blanche for getting everything we want, a 

validation of name it and claim it, word of faith theology. 

 It is rather a promise that a life lived by faith, in obedience to God’s revealed will, 

will not be pointless.  When our desires and purposes are aligned with God’s will (cf. 

1Jn. 5:14) and aimed at God’s glory, then great things can happen.  Now sometimes 

God’s will involves suffering and hardships; there’s no guarantee like faithful parenting 
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in, Christian children out, or something like that, unfortunately.  Leon Morris points out 

how Jesus here just talks about God’s unlimited power but doesn’t address the disciple’s 

limited knowledge.  He says, “It is possible to misunderstand the will of God and to try to 

move a mountain that should not be moved.  In that case the believer will be 

disappointed.  Jesus is not dealing with such cases.  He is not trying to cover every 

eventuality.  He is saying that there are infinite resources open to the believer, and he is 

calling on those who follow him to exercise the faith they have.”
4
  So it comes back to 

discerning what Jesus has called us to do and doing it in an attitude of faith, trusting that 

he will accomplish his (often mysterious) purposes through you.  Being faithful to God’s 

calling on your life and executing it with faith. 

 

Jesus’ Solution – Death on the Cross 
 So that’s something to aspire to.  D.L. Moody is famous for saying, “The world 

has yet to see what God can do with a man fully consecrated to him.”  And then he 

added, “By God’s grace, may I be that man.”  But, brothers and sisters, the reality is that 

the world has still yet to see that man.  That man does not exist.  Well, I take that back.  

There has only been one such person fully and wholly yielded to God and his service.  

And that is Jesus Christ.  And what he accomplished is truly indescribable.  But every 

follower of Jesus Christ is a failure, without exception.  That’s why we cannot be saved 

by what we do, either before or after we come to Christ, or we are screwed.  But good 

news: the Bible says that we are saved by what Christ has done for us.  And recognizing 

that is the only way to increase our faith and empower us in our callings.  In these last 

two verses I want you to see that even though we are not always faithful in our 

callings, Jesus was to his! 
 We’ve seen how the disciples are rebuked for their ‘little faith’ but what I haven’t 

pointed out yet, but maybe you’ve picked up on your own, is the way this scene 

resembles the one in Exodus when Moses descends Mt. Sinai.  It just highlights for us 

more the pitifulness of the disciples.  Last week we drew the parallels between the Mount 

of Transfiguration and Mt. Sinai.  Today we see more of that.  If you remember Moses 

came down Mt. Sinai after receiving the Ten Commandments and in Exodus ch. 32 the 

Israelites who were left behind at the base of the mountain had constructed a Golden Calf 

and were worshipping through it.  Seeing this Moses broke the two stone tablets in 

disappointment and outrage at their idolatry.  It’s very similar here.  Jesus comes back 

down with Peter, James, and John and finds the nine other disciples unable to cast out a 

demon because they were trying to do so apart from faith, on their own, not recognizing 

God. 

Here’s the point: God’s people have always been fickle, faithless people; failures.  

There is no hope that they will be saved by their own merits.  It’s the story of the OT.  

It’s the story of the NT.  Jesus’ disciples repeatedly show themselves to be goof ups, 

dense, pathetic.  Well what happened after the Golden Calf with Moses?  Moses kicked 

into Mediator gear, interceding for them, offering to be blotted out on their behalf.  God 

said no, not because it wasn’t a good idea, but because Moses was not the man for that 

kind of job.  Moses was a sinner too.  Moses was simply a type of Christ, a pointer, a 

foreshadowing.  Jesus is the ultimate Mediator. 

 If we are going to be welcomed as the children of a holy God and spared God’s 

holy wrath against us for our sin, we must have a Mediator.  Jesus is that.  He lived a life 
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of perfect obedience, perfect faith, earning the record of righteousness that God’s 

holiness requires and he gives it to his disciples.  This is referred to as his “active 

obedience.”  And then Jesus was obedient to death, he went all the way to the cross, 

taking upon himself all of his disciples’ record of sin, failures, and unbelief and bearing 

the punishment that God’s holiness requires in their place.  This is referred to as Christ’s 

“passive obedience.”  Jesus was completely faithful to his calling, for us. 

 In v. 22 we get another prediction from Jesus of what lies ahead for him – “When 

they came together in Galilee, he said to [his disciples], ‘The Son of Man is going to be 

betrayed into the hands of men.  They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised 

to life’” (vv. 22-23a).  It’s very similar to the prediction we saw in 16:21, except for the 

addition of the detail that he would be betrayed.  There have been hints all through 

Matthew that Jesus came to die (i.e. 9:15, 10:38, 12:40).  That was the mission on which 

he was sent, but this is the second of three formal predictions (cf. 20:18).  This one is also 

slightly different than the first one in 16:21 where Jesus said he must die and be raised to 

life.  Here he just says that he will die.  The emphasis is less on the necessity and more on 

the certainty.  He must die and rise again in order for anyone to be saved (we saw that a 

couple weeks ago).  And he will die and rise again so that people will indeed be saved 

(that’s what we see today).  Jesus will complete the task for which he was sent. 

 This talk of death made the disciples be “filled with grief” (v. 23b), because they 

still didn’t understand that it was for them.  They were really not paragons of faith and 

understanding, a select group of distinguished disciples perfectly suited to start a 

movement with.  They were failures, but they were the people Jesus had called to himself 

and he would gladly go all the way to the cross to secure their place with him for eternity.  

Even though they were not always faithful in their calling, Jesus was to his! 
 

Conclusion 
And it’s the same for us.  We have specific callings, things the Lord calls us to do 

with our lives that give us purpose, but we will bungle them up.  We just will.  Knowing 

that Jesus didn’t mess up in his calling, that his perfect active and passive obedience is 

ours will inspire and empower us to keep going.  2 Peter 1:8-9 tells us that we become 

“ineffective and unproductive in [our] knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” when we get 

“nearsighted and blind, and [forget] that [we have] been cleansed from [our] past sins.”  

Let us keep remembering and focusing on Jesus and all that he has done for us to secure 

our eternal salvation and in this we will be freed up and filled with joy to pursue with 

faith the particular things he has called each of us to do. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Spend some time in repentance before the Lord now.  Maybe you’ve been 

walking in idleness, wandering aimlessly.  Maybe you’ve been rejecting a call from God 

that is right under your nose because you want him to call you to something more 

glamorous.  Maybe you’ve been going through the motions in your calling without really 

depending on him.  Acknowledge all of this and then come to the Lord’s Table and 

remember again that Christ died for all these failures on your part.  He was faithful to the 

end for you… 

 If you’ve never answered Christ’s basic call to put your faith in him, don’t come 

to the Lord’s Table today, but do come to Christ.  Talk to me afterwards or the person 
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you came with and we would be glad to explain to you more about what it means to 

follow Christ… 

 

Benediction 
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 

gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you 

in every good deed and word” (2Thess. 2:16-17). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 20, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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