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Text 
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters-- one 

for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, 

and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched 

them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid." 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 9 As they 

were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the 

Son of Man has been raised from the dead." 10 The disciples asked him, "Why then do the teachers of the 

law say that Elijah must come first?" 11 Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all 

things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him 

everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands." 13 Then the 

disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

 

Introduction 
 Last weekend The Avengers opened in theaters and set box office records.  Did 

anybody see it?  Why did so many people go to see this movie?  In case you don’t know, 

it’s a story about superheroes.  This superhero motif is interesting, isn’t it?  One blog I 

read put it this way: 

 

The plot line is nothing new: a big threat to human life is looming, 

and a superhero or team of superheroes rises to meet the challenge and 

save the day.  To say it another way, a proverbial hell is looming and 

people cannot save themselves from this terrible fate.  So, a humble savior 

comes to make a great sacrifice so that evil can be defeated, people can be 

liberated, and a new kingdom can dawn in which people can live 

peaceably. 

What is curious is that the superhero is usually part human and part 

something otherworldly.  In that way, the hero is like us but 

simultaneously unlike us.  Or, the hero is like us, but better.  They have 

emotional frailty, moments of grief and sadness.  But, they somehow 

overcome all odds to do good and vanquish evil selflessly and tirelessly 

for the good of others.  They also have superhuman powers, insights, and 
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abilities.  Sometimes they even die, or seemingly die, only to return to life 

as if they were invincible. 

Some superheroes can walk on water.  Some can read people’s 

thoughts.  Some can walk through walls.  Some can bring the dead to life.  

Some live lonely lives without a spouse or children.  Some are poor and 

misunderstood.  Some are lonely and not really known by even those 

closest to them.  Some have a secret identity.  Some have an archenemy.
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Can you see where I’m going with this?  As the writer of this blog said, “Maybe everyone 

who bought a ticket to The Avengers deep down really wants to meet Jesus?”  Jesus, in 

many ways, is the archetypal Super Hero come to save us, but the thing is that he’s not 

escapist fantasy.  He’s a figure of history.  He is what we dream of and more… and he’s 

real. 

 In today’s section of the Gospel of Matthew we get to see a moment where Jesus 

takes three of his closest disciples off to a high mountain and there before their eyes he 

unveils something of his true identity and power.  It’s called the Transfiguration – a word 

that would make a great title for a comic book, wouldn’t it?  Jesus is suddenly seen 

resplendent with glory and past figures of ancient lore come to visit him.  It’s a scene that 

you can almost picture because of computer graphics and the special effects in movies 

today.  But again, this isn’t just another myth.  This is the one instance of myth become 

fact.  This isn’t just a bad, primitive version of this superhero genre, like Adam West’s 

Batman is to the new The Dark Knight Rises that’s coming out this July.  Rather all these 

contemporary stories are really just pathetic knock offs and cheap imitations of the 

original Jesus story. 

 So let’s look at this next section of Matthew’s Gospel together today.  Jesus has 

just taken his team to Caesarea Philippi where Peter (rightly) confesses that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God.  Then, as we saw last week, he (wrongly) believes that 

this will mean immediate glory and triumph and Jesus corrects him.  Jesus must suffer 

and die and then be raised from the dead.  That suffering and dying part didn’t make any 

sense to the disciples at the time.  Now so as to prevent his inner circle from becoming 

totally defeated, disillusioned, and demoralized he gives them a peek behind the scenes to 

see something of his pre-incarnate glory and a preview of his resurrected and ascended 

majesty.  In short, what we’re going to see today is just this: It may not always look this 

way, but Jesus is the supreme and sovereign ruler of history. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Preparation 
 Last week I didn’t address v. 28 of ch. 16.  I said to come back next week and I 

would have an answer for you as to what it meant.  There Jesus states to his disciples, “I 

tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son 

of Man coming in his kingdom.”  It’s a bit enigmatic and hard to know exactly what 

Jesus was saying and how/when/if this was fulfilled.  There are several options out there.  

But after looking at it a bit more I feel pretty certain that Jesus was referring there to what 

we read about here. 
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 Jesus is clear that just some who were standing there would experience this.  

Today we see that Jesus took with him just three – Peter, James and John – to witness the 

Transfiguration. 

Then the phrase “Son of Man coming in his kingdom” is very reminiscent of 

Daniel 7 where Daniel has a vision of “one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 

heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was 

given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every 

language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 

away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed” (Dn. 7:13-14).  Today we see 

a setting similar that, complete with a cloud and the Father bestowing honor on the Son. 

And then the time reference in v. 1 – “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, 

James and John…”  These kinds of exact temporal markers are a bit unusual in Matthew.  

It seems that Matthew is including a precise time marker here primarily to indicate that 

the Transfiguration happened just a few short days after Peter’s confession and Jesus’ 

prediction of his death and the prediction that some standing there would see the kingdom 

before they died.  Together with the fact that there is no intervening narrative it seems 

pretty clear that these two passages must be read together.  The Transfiguration is the 

fulfillment of the promise in v. 28.  Even though we start a new chapter, we are not 

starting an altogether new section. 

Now, the Transfiguration is not the full realization of Jesus’ glory and kingdom, 

but a glimpse, a proleptic peek into it.  We are as of yet still waiting to see the full 

disclosure of Jesus’ glory and his coming in his kingdom, but there have been glimpses.  

This one was given for the benefit of Peter, James, and John and then written down later 

for us.  It doesn’t seem like the Transfiguration took place to confirm or bolster Jesus in 

his march to the cross.  It does show that the Father approves of his course of action 

(dying), but the ones who need this reassurance at this stage are the disciples.  This is for 

them (and by extrapolation us).  Consider how this whole episode is narrated with the 

disciples in mind: 

 

Jesus “took them with him” and “led them up” (rather than he went and 

they followed); he was changed “before them”; Moses and Elijah 

“appeared to them”; …the cloud “overshadowed them,” and the voice 

which came from it addressed them directly, speaking of Jesus in the third 

person and calling on them to listen to him; we hear of their reaction, of 

Jesus’ reassurance to them, and of what they could see when they opened 

their eyes.  It is clear that Jesus took them up the mountain in order for 

them to have this experience.
2
 

 

 This was for them, but why did they need to see this?  They needed to see this 

because although they had so far been seeing large crowds and mighty miracles and 

popular reception which got their messianic hopes up, they were going to start seeing 

many things that would seem to indicate something to the contrary – rejection, rebuke, 

failure, hard teachings, and eventually Jesus’ crucifixion.  Maybe you’re a Christian and 

you’ve put your faith in Jesus, but right now all you seem to be seeing is a world full of 

disappointments – people falling away from the faith, sinful ruts in your life that you 

can’t seem to get out of, the world messed up and seemingly getting worse.  On the 
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surface things do not appear to be going well.  You need to see Jesus today as the 

supreme and sovereign ruler of history.  And that’s what this is.  Let’s look at it. 

 

Event 

 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James.” 

(v. 1a).  We see these three as an inner circle of disciples on several other occasions in 

Jesus’ life (eg. Mk. 14:33; Lk. 8:51).  “And [he] led them up a high mountain by 

themselves” (v. 1b).  As James Boice points out, “Many important things happen on 

mountains in the Bible.”
3
  Have you ever noticed that?  Another possible significance to 

the time marker “after six days” is to draw us back to Exodus 24 when Moses is atop Mt. 

Sinai and “for six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord 

called to Moses from within the cloud.  To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like 

a consuming fire on top of the mountain” (Ex. 24:16-17).  There were some spectacular 

theophanies on that mountain, dazzling displays of God’s glory to Moses and the people.  

And in Ex. 34 Moses’ exposure to God’s glory on the mountain made his face glow with 

radiance. 

 So we have that backdrop in mind because of the six days and the high mountain 

and then we read in v. 2 that “there [Jesus] was transfigured before them.  His face shone 

like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.”  I like the way Mark describes 

it – “His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach 

them” (Mk. 9:3).  The Greek word rendered ‘transfigure’ is the word we get 

‘metamorphosis’ from.  But Jesus wasn’t changed like a caterpillar into a butterfly.  He 

was still recognizable as himself, it’s just that he was seen more clearly for who he really 

was.  It would be like watching a show on a 1950s black and white tube television and 

then suddenly seeing it on a 52 inch High Definition flat-screen plasma TV.  Something 

like that.  Like Gandalf the Grey vs. Gandalf the White. 

 For a moment Peter, James, and John have the veil pulled back and are given an 

exclusive behind the scenes look at Jesus’ true colors.  And they’re blinding.  Heaven and 

earth briefly touch at one juncture in time and space and they see Jesus is aglow with 

something of the glory that he had with Father before the world began and that he will 

have again after his death and resurrection.  “His face shone,” but this was of a different 

kind than Moses’ shining face.  Moses’ shine was a derivative of seeing God’s glory.  

Jesus’ shine was God’s glory. 

 This is seen more clearly in the detail that comes next.  “Just then there appeared 

before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus” (v. 3).  Moses is summoned back to 

gather round Jesus, the one whom he was looking forward to all his life.  Likewise Elijah 

is brought back to bow before Jesus and see that which he truly longed for in his earthly 

ministry.  One commentator explains the significance this way: “The presence of Moses 

and Elijah indicates that Jesus is incomparably greater than the prophets with whom some 

were comparing him.”
4
 “Jesus is the glorious Lord before whom all other heroes of the 

faith must bow.”
5
 

 Why Moses and Elijah?  Both Moses and Elijah had profound experiences of 

divine glory on mountains, both of them even on Mt. Sinai (cf. 1Kngs. 19:8ff).  Both of 

them had strange exits from this world.  We all know of Elijah being taken up in a chariot 

of fire.  Moses died full of strength on Mt. Nebo having seen the Promised Land from 

afar but nobody knew where his grave was.  Legends had crept up around his departure.  
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Perhaps that was behind the selection of these two towering figures to appear before 

Jesus.  Others have identified Moses with the Law and Elijah with the Prophets, 

symbolizing how the whole OT finds its fulfillment in Jesus.  Both men had messianic 

prophecies associated with them.  In Dt. 18:15-19 there was the promise of a future 

prophet like Moses who would come.  In Mal. 4:4-5 there was the prediction that Elijah 

was to come again before the great Day of the Lord.  Whatever of these connections was 

intended, you can see that there were plenty of reasons why these two might be present 

here.  They represented the long line of hopes of which Jesus was the culmination. 

 Then we read, “Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.  If you 

wish, I will put up three shelters – one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” (v. 4).  

The way Matthew tells it Peter’s words are just ignored.  The other Gospel writers 

explicitly put a negative spin on it.  Luke says that Peter “did not know what he was 

saying” (Lk. 9:33).  Have you ever been in situations like that where you just start talking 

out of nervousness.  You’re uncomfortable with silence and so you fill it with silliness.  I 

can relate.  There’s also a strong strand of a do-it-yourself builder attitude on display 

here.  What does Peter leap to in his awkwardness?  Peter can’t just sit back and take it all 

in in wonder.  He has to contribute somehow.  He has to say and do something.  He offers 

his services.  “Good thing I’m here!  I’ll build you huts.” 

 But the real issue with this unthinking utterance is that it reveals a 

misapprehension of the superior glory of Jesus.  D.A. Carson explains that “what Peter 

blurted out compromised Jesus’ uniqueness.”
6
  So Jesus is just one of the guys?  Part of 

the great Triumvirate of Hebrew history, right alongside Moses and Elijah?  “Wow, 

Jesus!  What a group!  We have such august guests.  Let me build them a shelter.  And 

I’ll give you one too.”  The disciples, especially Peter, are a never ending comedy in 

completely missing the point, are they not? 

 “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the 

cloud said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.  Listen to him!’” 

(v. 5).  Clouds like this in the Bible are not ordinary clouds.  They are evidences of the 

divine presence.  The voice from heaven boomed out with high praise for the man 

dressed in clothes “as bright as a flash of lightning” (Lk. 9:29).  The Father’s unique 

approval and love is declared for Jesus.  And then that arresting command – “Listen to 

him!” 

 We can so easily and so quickly minimize Jesus.  We can forget who he really is.  

And we lose sight of the supremacy of Jesus and think somehow that he should really 

listen to us.  Why aren’t you answering my prayers?  Or, Why aren’t you moving faster?  

Or, like Peter, we take him aside and say – This is how I think you should run your 

kingdom…  And we get frustrated and discouraged when things don’t go according to our 

agenda.  We need to see Jesus again for who he really is. 

 I read an illustration recently given by a woman named Barbara Boyd that I think 

puts things in perspective.  She said: 

 

If the distance between the Earth and the sun, which is 92 million miles, 

was the thickness of a piece of paper, the diameter of our galaxy would be 

a stack of papers 310 miles high.  And our galaxy is less than a speck of 

dust in the part of the universe that we can see.  And that part of the 

universe might just be a speck of dust compared to all the universe.  And if 
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Jesus is the Son of God who holds all this together with the power of his 

word, is this the kind of person you ask into your life to be your personal 

assistant?
7
 

 

Our vision has gotten so narrow, so self-consumed, so small that we miss the big picture.  

We get focused on the way things look and fail to see Jesus as the supreme and 

sovereign ruler of history that he is. 

What is the appropriate response to Jesus?  Hey, let me put up a tent for you and 

your friends?  The voice from the cloud helped Peter, James, and John finally get it.  

“When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified” (v. 6).  That is 

how we should respond to Jesus if we saw him for who he really is – humble worship, 

holy fear.  And yet that’s not all.  “But Jesus came and touched them.  ‘Get up,’ he said.  

‘Don’t be afraid’” (v. 7).  Jesus is glorious and gracious.  He is terrifying and tender.  He 

doesn’t just give us a face-plant inducing experience of God’s glory but he takes the 

danger out of it.  Because of Jesus we can have the Father as our Father and experience 

the love he has for his Son for ourselves.  We can get up and live without paralyzing fear.  

And that is part of Jesus’ superior glory.  This week I was tucking my older girls in for 

bed and singing “Amazing Grace.”  That line – “Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved” hit me again.  And I lay with them and prayed for this to be 

true in their lives and mine – that by God’s grace we would learn to fear God and at the 

same time have our fears relieved. 

And this gets us back to the cross.  For the cross is the only way that’s possible. 

And so we come back down off the mountain top.  “When they looked up, they 

saw no one except Jesus” (v. 8).  Back to normal. 

 

Debriefing 

 Now there’s a little bit of debriefing time.  “As they were coming down the 

mountain, Jesus instructed them, ‘Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of 

Man has been raised from the dead’” (v. 9).  He has just let them in on a bit of the behind 

the scenes glory, but it goes away because there’s still something very important that 

must be done.  The reason “he emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant” (Ph. 

2:7) in the first place.  And that is to die on the cross.  And after that he would be raised 

from the dead and Peter, James, and John could share what they saw.  Until then it 

wouldn’t be that helpful. 

 The disciples had tons of questions, no doubt.  One was triggered by the presence 

of Elijah on the mountain.  They asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say 

that Elijah must come first?” (v. 10).  Based on Malachi 4:4-5, rabbinic teaching had 

determined that before the Messiah and his messianic age there had to be a return of 

Elijah.  Jesus confirmed that interpretation.  “[He] replied, ‘To be sure, Elijah comes and 

will restore all things.  But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 

him, but have done to him everything they wished.  In the same way the Son of Man is 

going to suffer at their hands.’  Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them 

about John the Baptist” (vv. 11-13). 

 John the Baptist was the fulfillment of that Elijah prophecy.  His preaching of 

repentance prepared the way for the Christ.  Jesus is the Christ.  And yet, just as John’s 

restoration of all things was ironic and he met his end by execution, so would Jesus.  
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Jesus is the “chosen one in whom [the Father] delight[s]” (Is. 42:1), but he will be a 

Suffering Servant. 

 So, going back to 16:13 you have a high point with Peter’s confession of Jesus as 

the Messiah, but then you have Jesus’ prediction of his death.  Then we have a grand 

vision of Jesus shining in his glory with the Father’s approval, but then you have him in 

his normal self still talking about going to the cross and suffering.  Jesus gives them a 

glimpse of his indescribable majesty, but he won’t let them forget that he will still suffer 

and die at the hands of injustice. 

 

Conclusion 
 It creates a hard reality to reconcile, for them and for us.  On the one hand we 

have suffering, oppression, evil, injustice, sin, death, delayed dreams.  And at the same 

time you have the reality of a risen and reigning Lord Jesus, right?  Jesus went ahead and 

suffered and died, but then he rose from the dead and was “taken up in glory” (1Tim. 

3:16) and “has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and 

powers in submission to him” (1Pe. 3:22), but then we’re still left in this world of trials 

and tribulations.  Hebrews 2:8 puts this tension well – “In putting everything under him, 

God left nothing that is not subject to him.  Yet at present we do not see everything 

subject to him.” 

 So is this Jesus thing just a fantasy, a pipe dream, an escapist opiate?  Just like 

many people go to the theater with a box of popcorn and Coke to escape into another 

world of superheroes and saviors, do Christians come to church on Sundays to hear 

stories about a Jesus to get some relief from the real world, even if it’s not real?  After 

Jesus died and was resurrected, Peter went public with what he saw on that mountain.  In 

2 Peter 1:16-18 he writes – “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told 

you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of 

his majesty.  For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came 

to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 

well pleased.’  We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with 

him on the sacred mountain.”  Peter’s maintaining that this really happened and that this 

kind of glory was really Jesus’, even though at the time he was writing that there were 

severe persecutions and scoffers saying, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?  Ever 

since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation” (2Pe. 

3:4).  “It may not always look this way, but Jesus is the supreme and sovereign ruler 

of history,” Peter maintained. 

 So how do we see Jesus’ glory in the here and now?  God may give dreams and 

visions and ‘mountain-top experiences’ to his people from time to time, but that’s not his 

ordinary way.  Peter in the very next verse after asserting the veracity of his vision of 

Jesus’ glory says, “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you 

will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2Pe. 1:19).  We have the Bible!  Brothers and 

sisters: read your Bibles.  Oftentimes people will tell me they’re discouraged and 

overwhelmed with the suffering of this world and I ask them, “Have you been reading the 

Bible?”  “No.”  Well it makes sense; all they’ve been seeing is the surface.  We have 

sections like this one in Mattthew to read and be reminded of the behind the scenes 



8 

realities of who Jesus is and what’s really going on.  And the Spirit of God works in our 

souls through the Word of God to create and sustain faith. 

 There’s another place in the Bible that does this for us too.  Remember that the 

Apostle John was also present at the Transfiguration and saw Jesus in vivid detail.  That 

same Apostle John is the one who wrote the book of Revelation.  The book of Revelation, 

the last book of the Bible, recounts a similar but enlarged and expanded vision John saw 

while he was in exile on the island of Patmos after Peter and many of the disciples had 

been killed.  The book of Revelation is all about giving people a peek behind the scenes, 

into the heavenly realms, to see a blazing, glorious Jesus reigning, even though these 

people were suffering in enormous ways.  The Roman Empire was still ruling, that 

reincarnation of ancient, evil Babylon.  Emperors Nero and Domitian were slaughtering 

Christians by the droves.  In many ways it didn’t look like Jesus was reigning. 

 But on a Sunday John had an experience where he hears a loud voice: 

 

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me.  And when I 

turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was 

someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet 

and with a golden sash around his chest.  His head and hair were white 

like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  His feet 

were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of 

rushing waters.  In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth 

came a sharp double-edged sword.  His face was like the sun shining in all 

its brilliance.  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  Then he 

placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid.  I am the First and 

the Last.  I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever 

and ever!  And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” (Rev. 1:12-18) 

 

This is our Jesus!  Maybe headlines in the news this week made you feel 

threatened, like history is sliding out of control, like our side is losing, like things are 

hopeless.  Maybe personal issues have caused you to think it’s useless.  Your cross is 

getting too heavy to bear. 

Listen to Revelation ch. 5 John has a vision of “a scroll with writing on both sides 

and sealed with seven seals” (Rev. 5:1).  “The [scroll] is best understood as containing 

God’s plan of judgment and redemption, which has been set in motion by Christ’s death 

and resurrection but has yet to be completed.”
8
  This is the divine plan for human history 

– evil vanquished, righteousness restored.  “But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth could open the scroll or even look inside it” (Rev. 5:3).  But then Jesus appears, as a 

Lamb that has been slain and heaven erupts in joyous praise: 

 

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were 

slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe 

and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”  

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 

upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.  They encircled the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders.  In a loud voice they sang: 
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“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  Then I heard every 

creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 

that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” (Rev. 5:9-

13) 

 

Because he was slain, because Jesus went to the cross and suffered death, he is now 

exalted and is worthy to open the scroll, to execute God’s sovereign plan of salvation.  It 

may not always look this way to our eyes, but Jesus is the supreme and sovereign 

ruler of history.  So what if a culture is relegating Jesus to a place of irrelevance, he 

holds history and all peoples in his hands.  He is the blazing one who came as the 

culmination of a long program of redemption and will come again to wrap up history 

under his rule.  He is presently reigning until all his enemies are made his footstool. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May you “see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with 

glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 

death for everyone” (Heb. 2:9). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 13, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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