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Text 
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that 

vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly 

from demon-possession." 23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, 

"Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us." 24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

Israel." 25 The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said. 26 He replied, "It is not right 

to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs." 27 "Yes, Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28 Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your 

request is granted." And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 

 

Introduction 
In preparation for this sermon I listened to someone preach on this text. And in his 

message he made mention of a book he had recently read.  The book was called 

something like The 10 most difficult passages in the Bible to preach on, or something like 

that.  Anyway this passage was one of those passages in the book.  After he said that I 

was like oh... great... thanks Nathan. Dish the tough one off on the green guy.  Originally 

I was supposed to preach on this text and the feeding of the 4,000. But we decided that 

Nathan will take that next week.  So he wasn't completely ruthless in sermon text 

assignment.  Actually as tuff as it was to study a passage like this I found it immensely 

helpful to be challenged and stretched in the way this sermon required me to be.  In this 

passage we observe Jesus doing things that we never think Jesus would do.... like 

ignoring a request for his help and giving obscure reasons why he won't grant her request. 

It even seems like in this text that he calls this gentile woman a dog. I hope to address and 

explain the best I can all of these somewhat weird actions of Jesus.  

 However, as difficult as some of these things are to understand, I think what can 

be even more difficult when preaching on a text like this is to not come across too heavy 

handed in proclaiming that we must have great faith in God. After all Jesus does say in 

v28 that this woman's faith is great. We would want him to say that to us too. Some of 

you may hear a sermon like that and be encouraged because you see your faith as that 

great.  And it's not always bad to be encouraged.  But then others of you, probably a 

majority if we are honest,  would be discouraged by a sermon like that because you 

recognize that your faith is not that great.  And it's not always a bad thing to experience a 

little conviction.  And if the Lord allows we are going to talk about some qualities of 

great faith.  With all that said though what we find is that there is a tension that exists 

between these 2 types of ways we could come away from a sermon on this passage and I 
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found that this text isn't mostly about great faith.  What I found in my study of this 

passage is that what we need to hear lies at the center of this tension which is to see how 

great our God really is. 

 

There is only one point to this sermon so there won't be much to keep track of... ok here it 

is: 

 

MAIN POINT: Great faith is determined only by how great we know God to be. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Context 

 It's been a couple weeks since we have been in our current series through 

Matthew.  It was awesome to celebrate the Resurrection last sunday.  But now here we 

are back in Matthew's Gospel.  We left off in the first half of chapter 15 with Jesus 

rebuking the pharisees about traditions, laws and what defiles a person.  After doing that 

Matthew moves his Gospel along by changing the setting that Jesus and the disciples are 

in. With a new location comes a new story and a new interaction with a completely 

different person. 

 

v. 21 

 First of all it is important to note that Jesus and his disciples have passed into 

gentile territory (v 21 "district of Tyre and Sidon").  In the other synoptic Gospels Jesus 

had a ministry among great crowds within Jewish territory.  Some people from the 

Gentile regions would come to him for help and to hear him teach, but by in large he 

would be mostly unknown in a place like Tyre.  This underscores the fact that Jesus in vv 

21-28 was outside of his "target mission" territory ie. "the house of Israel". We know 

from Matt 14:34 Jesus had just been in Gennesaret which is on the coast of the Sea of 

Galilee.  He then goes up to the Mediterranean Coast to Tyre which is about 40 miles 

away from Galilee.  There are some unspecified theories that Jesus may have known of 

some Jewish believers up in that region which could be a reason why he made the trip, 

but really we just don't know why he went up there.  It does appear to be somewhat odd 

because we find him back by the Sea of Galilee in verse 29.  Though we don't know why 

Jesus went to Tyre he must of had his reasons. The opening of this text says that "Jesus 

withdrew" so it's also possible that the reason why he makes this 80 mile round trip is so 

that he can get away from ministry for awhile to be with his Father.  This is often how the 

word "withdrew" is used in the gospels.   At any rate the fact that he is out of Jewish 

territory is significant because this has much to do with why he responds the way he does 

initially to the woman from Canna. 

 This is not the first time Tyre and Sidon have appeared in this gospel.  In Matt 

11:20-24 Jesus pronounces Woe's over Korazin and Bethsaida, 2 Jewish cities.  He says 

he has performed "mighty works" in both of these places.  He then compares these 2 

Jewish cities to Tyre and Sidon, 2 gentile cities.  He says if he had performed these 

"mighty works" in Tyre and Sidon that he has performed in Korazin and Bethsaida they 

would have repented long ago. This would have been particularly pointed for Jews from 

both Korazin and Bethsaida because the OT prophets often made mention of Tyre and 
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Sidon as pagan cities guilty of Baal worship.  Jesus says because Tyre and Sidon would 

have repented if they had received what Korazin and Bethsaida did then it will be more 

bearable in the Day of Judgment for them than for Korazin and Bethsaida. So Jesus is 

basically saying that there is much potential faith in Tyre and Sidon.  It almost appears 

that back here in chapter 11 Jesus is anticipating his run in with this woman from Canna. 

She is a demonstration of the faith that is in Tyre and Sidon that he is talking about in 

Matthew 11. 

 

v. 22 

 In verse 22 we are some what suddenly introduced to a woman from Canna.  She 

kind of explodes on to the scene crying for mercy from the Jesus for her demon posed 

daughter.  She is crying out to him in a desperate plea for him to use his power to heal. 

 

vv. 23-24 

 In v23 first Jesus sort of gives her the "silent treatment".  She even calls him the 

name "Son of David" which indicates that she has  some idea of who Jesus is.  She knows 

he is the Messiah.  But the first sentence of verse 23 says, "he did not answer her a word." 

Also in 23, the disciples ask Jesus to send her away. In the text they almost sound a little 

annoyed, and maybe they are, but most likely they are not asking Jesus to tell her to go 

away but are wanting him to grant her request so that she stops bothering them.   

kind of like "come on Jesus do for this woman what you have done for everyone else, so 

she'll stop bothering us and go away".  This interpretation of their comment in v23 fits the 

context of how Jesus answers them in v24 because he doesn't give a reason as to why he 

is not sending her away, but he does give a reason as to why he is not granting her 

request.  Understanding why initially Jesus doesn't grant her request is where this passage 

gets a little tricky.  It seems like upon a first reading of vv21-26 that Jesus is just being 

kind of mean or rude to this woman.  But really what he does in this exchange is give us 

insight into the reason for this stage of his incarnation.  So one must first understand what 

Jesus meant by the phrase, "lost sheep of Israel" to know why he did not initially grant 

this woman's request. 

 In order to understand what Jesus is saying in v24 we must first remember that he 

delighted to do his Father's will (Matt 11:27).  Second is that the Father has first sent 

Jesus to the Jews, and as we shall see even this gentile woman understood that.  So what 

does Jesus mean when he says, "I was sent only to the House of the Lost Sheep of 

Israel"? The initial simple answer is just that it was the will of God.  He wanted Jesus to 

go to the Jews first.  But this answer begs the question "why?"  Why was it is so 

important to the triune God that the Jews get "first dibs" on Jesus?  Why does God want 

Jesus to focus his ministry exclusively in Jewish territory?  Answering these questions 

will help us understand why Jesus would say what he said and also will show us how 

great of faith this Canaanite woman had.  This idea for the Jew first then for the gentile is 

all over the New Testament.  Paul in Romans 1:16 says, "For I am not ashamed of the 

Gospel, for it is the power of God for the salvation to everyone who believes to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek" (or gentile). So this idea is not exclusive to the gospels.  But 

our concern for now is not how this concept is played out in the rest of scripture but 

rather how does this affect Jesus' ministry?  To get the best understanding we can here we 

must look more intently at Jesus' words to his disciples in verse 24.  Bear in mind again 
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that in v 24 Jesus is responding to the disciples insisting Jesus to give to the woman what 

she wants then sending her away from v 23.  So he says to them first "I was sent..." The 

fact that Jesus says he was "sent" indicates that God the Father had a specific role for 

Christ in his incarnation.  He was not free to do what he wanted whenever or wherever he 

wanted.  Jesus was sent to do the will of the Father.  And as I pointed out before Jesus 

delights to do the will of the One who sent him.  Second we must understand the meaning 

of the phrase -the house of the lost sheep of Israel- First of all this specifies the people 

that God sent Jesus to.  The word "house" here is best understood to mean nation.  So he 

is sent to the Nation of Israel.  So what does "lost sheep of Israel" mean?  This could 

mean all of the house of Israel who are regarded as lost. Or it could mean he was sent to 

those from the house of Israel who are lost. The former is most likely the correct 

understanding. Jesus is not contrasting lost Jews from 'found' Jews but rather He is 

contrasting lost Jews in general with lost gentiles.  His target ministry was to Jews not 

gentiles.  Also the fact that Jesus called Israel "sheep" underscores this.  The word 

"sheep" in the Bible generally means those who need a guide. These sheep are "lost" or 

spiritually astray and alienated from God.  What we can conclude from all of this is that 

Jesus' sole purpose of his incarnation was to be sent to the nation of Israel. That is, the 

ancient people of God.  This reality also teases out a bit what it means for Jesus to have 2 

natures: he was fully God but fully man.  He is fully God in the sense that he was able to 

do amazing miracles and healings but only generally speaking where he was physically 

present.  Now granted we do see Jesus throughout the gospels healing people from afar 

but only after interacting with someone who needs his help.  In fact that is the assumption 

of the conclusion of the text before us.  God's desire was for Jesus to be physically 

present mainly in the nation of Israel.  That doesn't mean that he never "withdrew" to 

Gentile territory to take rest from the riggers of ministry as we see him doing here.  

However Jesus never strays far from Israel.  We never find him going to the place that 

Paul went like Athens or Rome.  Because the Father wanted him in Israel ministering to 

the Jews. 

 That is about as much as we can understand of this from the text explicitly but I 

think we can gain even more insight to what is going on here by briefly looking at how 

the story of the Bible unfolds.  Jesus did all things with a fixation to the cross.  He was 

always, in a sense, anticipating his ministry of Atonement that the cross was meant to 

deliver.  So it is important for us to keep in mind that the glorious things the cross did, 

like tearing the curtain to the holy of holies, and the cross being the very thing that breaks 

down enmity between Jew and Gentile like in Eph 2, hasn't happened yet. 

So in a basic sense the ministry of Jesus both before and after the cross works like 

this: Jesus was sent by God to His ancient people so that they can be given a chance to 

either accept him as their messiah or to reject him.  It had to happen this way in order for 

Jesus to fulfill all the prophecies made about him in the Old Testament.  Though there are 

periods of acceptance during his ministry, overall what leads to the cross is their rejection 

of him.  Now Jesus was Crucified by both Jews and Gentiles, condemned to die by Jews 

but hung on a Roman/gentile cross.  The culmination of Christ's death and resurrection 

resulted in a massive missionary effort led by Paul to the gentiles.  Paul says in Romans 

11 that his hope is that the gospel being accepted by Gentiles in his ministry will 

ultimately result in provoking the Jews to jealousy so much so that some day they will 

soften their heart to Jesus who is their true Messiah.  When Jesus is talking with this 
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gentile woman here in Matt 15 he already knows this full plan of salvation and knows 

that the plan calls for him to minister to Jews first before any ministry is broken out to 

Gentiles.  Explicit ministry to Gentiles at this point was understood to be a post-cross 

event.  However what's interesting is that if we keep reading beyond our passage today in 

vv29-39 we find that most likely these miracles of Jesus' healings and feeding of the 

4,000 are still happening in Gentile territory.  The gospel of Mark's account of this same 

story gives a more explicit description of Jesus' geographical location. One could find 

that in Mark 7.  That being true then, Jesus goes from this run-in with the Canaanite 

woman where he basically tells her that he was not sent to gentiles to then healing and 

feeding thousands of gentiles.  One conclusion we can draw from this is that the gospel 

writers want to be clear that though there was priority for Jesus on ministering to the Jews 

he still took time to meet the needs of Gentiles.  I think we can also draw from this a 

balanced way in which salvation history has played itself out. As I belabor one more 

point for clarification, picture in your mind a balancing scale like the one lady justice is 

always depicted as holding.  Only picture this if picturing things is helpful for you, if it is 

not helpful for you to think of things in pictures then don't think of this.  In a pre-cross 

ministry which is where the ministry of Jesus exists, we find Jesus predominantly 

ministering to the Jews and yet at the same time, as in the case with Matt 15:21-39, we 

still see him making time for Gentiles.  Likewise yet flipped in the post-cross ministry of 

the church (ie the body of Christ) we see the New Testament following Paul's ministry to 

the gentiles; like in the book of Acts and all of his epistles.  Yet at the same time we 

know that there are some Jewish Christians because we know that there is a church in 

Jerusalem that Paul is always looking for a collection of money for; we see him make 

requests for that in many of his letters.  Furthermore the book of James is addressed to 

Jewish believers in the diaspora or Jews outside of Israel.  So predominately ministry to 

the Gentiles and yet still some to the Jews.  The same as but flipped in the ministry of 

Jesus.  Then if we go back to the cross we find that both Jews and Gentiles are guilty of 

the murder of Jesus.  As I said above Jews condemned Jesus to die but he was hung on a 

Roman Cross mocked by both Jews and Romans.  Do you see now how all of this is 

equal? It's just the plan of salvation history for Jesus to go to the Jews first.  They are the 

people of God and Jesus was always the Messiah that they had been hoping for from their 

Old Testament scriptures.  But they had to reject him first so that he could die for ALL 

sinners that are of his fold.   What is so amazing though if we go back to this Gentile 

woman in our passage today we will see that she understood much of this and it is that 

fact that makes her faith so amazing.   

 

v. 25 

 When we look at this verse in comparison to verse 22 it's apparent up until this 

direct encounter with the Lord that before she may have been at somewhat of a distance 

crying out after him.  We can't be 100% sure of this because Mark's account tells the 

story a little bit differently.  In verse 22 she seemed more surprised that Jesus was there in 

her area and then also desperate for him to do something.  Also in 22 she begs for his 

mercy and calls him "Lord" and "Son of David", indicating already that she has some 

idea who he is.  It is also interesting if we go back a bit and compare 15:22,25 with 

14:30-31. This is where Peter is sinking in the water and he cries out for the Lord to save 

him.  Then after saving him Jesus asks him why he doubted.  This gentile woman who is 
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not even close to being a disciple of the Lord has a very similar request as Peter's when 

he was sinking and yet her's is asked  with so much more faith.  Peter cried out to the 

Lord because he stopped believing but this woman cried out to Him because she does 

believe.  It's like Peter was saying, "are you really God? help me if you are!?" And this 

woman was saying, "I know you're God and I know you can help me". What is even 

cooler though is that if we don't allow ourselves to get too hung up on the differences of 

faith in Peter and the Canaanite woman, we can instead take note of Jesus' gracious 

response to them both.  Even though this woman had great faith and even though Peter 

seemed to be lacking the kind of faith she has, Jesus grants both of them their requests 

(14:31 and 15:28).  This just further underscores the point of a sermon we heard a few 

weeks ago- that it is not the quality of faith that matters but the object of it. 

Continuing on though, we want to look at this woman's faith because of the fact 

that in verse 28 Jesus makes much of it, "O Woman great is your faith!"  Notice still here 

in verse 25 how it says that she knelt before him.  Kneeling in the Bible is almost always 

seen as a posture of humility and reverence.  I have been at prayer meetings with some of 

you where this kind of posture is taken.  I have always admired that in those of you who 

are willing to kneel before God as we pray to him in community with humble reverence.  

It's an outward display of who we are and who God is.  To be honest I don't do this, 

maybe I'm still too insecure or I'm too afraid I'll have plumbers crack or something.  But 

the point being that she showed reverence for Him because she knew who he was.  She 

wasn't kneeling just because Jesus was a man with great power but she was kneeling 

because she was making a request before God.  After she kneels, her prayer is simple, she 

already knows that he knows what she needs so all she says is "Lord help me".  A cry for 

help from a desperate parent of a young girl to the only one that really could help her.  

 

vv. 26-27  

 After this humble request Jesus answers her and says, "it is not right to take 

children's bread and throw it to the dogs."  At the outset this sounds a bit harsh doesn't it?  

Here all this woman needs is her little daughter to be made well, something Jesus has 

been doing regularly throughout his public ministry. And what she gets instead is to be 

called a "dog".  First of all, as has been pointed already as we as a church have been 

making our way through Matthew's Gospel is that we are not always given emotional 

indicators to aid us in our interpretation or to help us extract tone of voice and so forth.  I 

personally think Jesus said this with a loving smile that is already indicating he is 

beginning to be astonished with her faith.  We also know that Jesus was compassionate. 

If you just look over quickly to verse 32 Jesus says "I have compassion for these 

people.." This is his consistent feeling toward people that come to him with their needs 

and to hear his teaching.   

 Again the point in Jesus saying this is to communicate to this woman, what we 

have already belabored above, that he was not sent to gentiles but to the Jews.  It's like he 

is saying just as it would be unjust to throw the children's food to the dogs it would not be 

right for him to minister to a people that the Father has not sent him to.  Again remember 

he must make himself known to the Jews first since he is the Messiah of their scriptures.  

Then once they have rejected him doors will open to the gentiles.  As we have already 

explored though after this even Jesus is willing to take a brief excursus from the original 

plan to feed 4,000 gentiles. 
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 The word for "dogs" used in both 26 and 27 all commentators I read agree that it 

should be understood has a household pet. They wouldn't be huddled around the master's 

table in v27 if they were not even allowed in the house.  My daughter loves going to my 

parent's house because they have a little dog named Chewie.  I'm sure all of you have 

observed that when it's meal time especially when there are small children in the house, if 

there is also a dog, that dog will be standing there, wagging his tail, right underneath the 

highchair of the toddler.  When Bridgette is at grandma and grandpa's she thinks it's the 

funniest thing to drop food down to Chewie and watch him scurry to get it! She just 

cracks up laughing but needless to say she doesn't eat as much as she should. This really 

is the image that should be conjured here from these 2 verses.  It's of a cute picture of all 

the kids sitting around the table eating and a little dog underneath the table wagging his 

tail waiting for the next morsel to drop. 

 But this is the picture that should be brought to mind when we read this. Jesus is 

not calling this woman nor gentiles ruthless street dogs.  His point is to draw out the 

priority of his ministry.  What's amazing in v27 is that the way in which this woman 

answers Jesus gives indication that she understands that he is not meant for her.  Look at 

verse 27 she says "Yes, Lord" first revealing that she is not in the least bit offended by 

what Jesus has said but instead moreover agrees with him! This Canaanite woman's 

answer shows that she has insight into the kingdom and knowledge of who Jesus was 

beyond most of the Jews that Jesus ministers to!  I think one could even argue that she 

has a better understanding of the Old Testament and who Jesus is in relation to it then His 

own disciples do at this point.  In hearing about Jesus probably from stories that had 

traveled up to Sidon she had faith that sought understanding and so she understood much 

of Jesus' purpose in his public ministry.  And yet even though she knew his purpose in 

ministry, that did not deter her from continuing to ask him for what she wants because 

she also knew that Jesus responds to great faith in who he is.  So it's like she was thinking 

to herself 'I know he is not sent to me but I know he is God and he can help me'.  So she 

agrees with him that she is not a part of his target people but she doesn't see that as a 

reason not to ask because she is not asking Jesus to redirect the purpose and point of his 

incarnation to the gentiles but is only looking for some crumbs that will surely be leftover 

from his ministry to the Jews.  Therefore what she is really saying is, "yes Lord, I am the 

dog that sits under the table, all I'm looking for is a crumb of your power to help me and 

only a crumb will be MORE than enough to heal my little girl".   

 

v. 28 

 At this point one can almost imagine Jesus' jaw hitting the floor.  It would all be 

for show of course probably for his disciples because he was already well aware of this 

woman's faith from the outset. v28 "O woman, great is your faith! be it done for you as 

you desire."  Every moment is a teachable moment for Jesus and it would make sense for 

him to demonstrate before his disciples what great faith looks like especially in a gentile.  

This underscores the fact that God is much more interested in faith than ethnicity.  God is 

not prejudice. This woman's daughter was healed immediately.  Jesus did not have to go 

to her house and see the girl.  What she needed was done for her right away. 

 

Conclusion 
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So what makes the faith of this gentile woman so great?  She had reverence and 

humility that bore out in her faith, persistence, and knowledge.  We will circle back and 

look at some of these characteristics of faith that we see in the Canaanite woman.  But 

before we do that we must recognize that this woman did not just have great faith but was 

putting her faith in God who is great!  So Jesus may say in v28 "great is your faith" to her 

but that is not faith she has mustered up in herself.  It is a demonstration of full reliance 

upon the greatness and goodness of God.  The Bible most clearly defines faith like this: 

Heb 11:1 "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen."  I love that first line, the assurance of things hoped for.  It's knowing that God has 

done things in the past and that He has made some real promises and has actually atoned 

for sin.  In the cross we see how great of a God we have.  That he was willing to die for 

his people.  I was in a bible study this week where we talked about this and I thought I 

would mention it here to.  This really is how great our God is because of the cross.  Do 

you realize that it would not be enough for people if God physically manifested himself 

to us in his glory assuming he did so without killing us? That we are so lost and so 

hardened that not even that would be enough to evoke true faith in us.  After the Exodus, 

the Nation of Israel wandered around the dessert for 40 years.  They were led by God and 

a physical depiction of him as a pillar of smoke by day and pillar of fire by night.  The 

people knew that those pillars were God.  The people knew that Moses was speaking with 

God when he ascended Sinai.  All of these Theophanies (or places where God physically 

appeared) and what do the people end up doing they don't believe in God and what God 

has said and instead craft idols.  And also they say things like we should go back to Egypt 

it was better there.  They are with God in the wilderness and he's providing for their 

every need!  Therefore, God knew it's not enough for Him to appear before us, that just 

won't do the trick we are too hardhearted.  He had to physically come down- and then 

take action to remove our sin from us by dying for us.  He died the death we should have 

died and rose from death so that we will rise with him.  Belief in a God who does that is 

what it means to have assurance of things hoped for.   Now that Christ has come died and 

risen again that means there is real hope!  Furthermore it is not things seen that give us 

convictions but things unseen (Heb 11:1).  We know from Israel that seeing God 

physically isn't enough, so the only thing that is enough is that we murdered Jesus and his 

death atoned for our sin.  His resurrection defeats death.  Believing that is true is way 

more than seeing God face to face.  The Canaanite woman had assurance of things hoped 

for.  She knew who Jesus was.  And she had conviction of things not seen.  Even though 

he hadn't helped her yet she knew that he could and all she needed was a crumb from the 

table.  God had promised a saviour the Son of David and she knew that Christ was it. So 

the qualities this Canaanite woman expressed in her faith were great because she knew 

Jesus was an even greater God.  She may not have known the whole plan yet (ie the cross 

resurrection...) but she knew enough to have great faith in him. 

The first quality I want to draw your attention to about this woman's faith is that 

she was: Praying to Jesus in Faith.  In the fact that she was praying to him in faith we can 

see her persistence in her petitioning him.  Look at the progression of the passage from 

v23-27.  First Jesus basically ignores her, then he says he was only sent to Israel, 

followed by telling her that he should not through bread to the dogs.  She is  seemed to be 

denied 3 times by Jesus and yet she doesn't give up.  The reason why she is so 

persistent... the reason why she doesn't give up is not that she only just loved her daughter 
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so much (though she certainly does love her), and its not really that her faith is so great in 

of it self.  It is because she new who Jesus was and that he could help her. She knew this 

even though he was not sent to the Gentiles.  Do you know who the Lord really is and 

does that move you to be more persistent in your prayers? I struggle in this area.  So often 

it is so easy to forget the God really is great.  I forget that he is the one that changes 

things... not me.   Its hard to pray in faith and be persistent isn't it.  Yet another area 

where Christianity goes against our American "gota have it now" mind set. Also it is hard 

to truly believe that you are praying God's reveled will for something and then at the 

same time have to pray for that over and over again.  Our temptation is to say God I know 

you want this... so just do it.  But we often forget that the struggle maybe part of the 

answer. God may want us to wrestle with him over it.  That could be the very thing that 

causes us to grow. 

A Second quality I want point out is her reverence: She address' him as "LORD" 

and "Son of David" in verse 22.  She calls him Lord every time she addresses him. She 

knelt before him in v25. She never approached Jesus flippantly.  She had full recognition 

of who he was.  I feel like this is a lost quality in the church today.  Many of us forget 

that God is holy and other than us and therefore should be approached with esteem and 

awe. This doesn't mean that we should lack confidence and come before him shaking in 

fear.  But we should have full recognition that He is God on the throne of heaven.  He 

rules all and made all.  We should show respect for his position.  I think the Canaanite 

woman models this well for us.  We can have this type of reverence and yet at the same 

time in confidence approach the Throne of Grace not by our merits but upon the merits of 

Christ. 

The last 2 qualities that are notable is her humility and knowledge: Her 

knowledge is noteworthy not just because she knows who Jesus is but she also has 

understanding of the purposes of Jesus' incarnation.  She knew that she was a gentile 

"dog" that was undeserving of Jesus' ministry.  She also understood that his power 

extended beyond his target mission.  She knew that she could be a recipient of a crumb of 

his ability to heal.  Her knowledge also informed her of her position in Jesus' incarnation 

mission.  She was humbled by the fact that she was not a Jew and so was therefore not 

supposed to get anything yet.  But also keep in mind that she was from Tyre and Sidon 

which as I mentioned earlier had more faith than some Jewish regions that Jesus had 

ministry in. Remember that faith seeks understanding.  She had faith and that faith grew 

as she obviously learned more and more about who Jesus was.  Notice how she is not 

discouraged by the fact that he is not sent to her.  She never expresses any bitterness over 

that.  She accepts and yet continues to pray in faith.  This point can I think be applied 

more broadly to us.  That is as we grow in our knowledge of God and what His plan and 

purposes are we should at the same time grow in humility.  A deeper understanding of 

Theology should lead to a more vibrant worship of God who is more understood in study.  

We also shouldn't be so nieve to think that we don't need to know theology.  This 

Canaanite woman studied about Jesus and that is why he thought her faith was so 

amazing.  Our faith will never be established if we don't take time to really know who 

God is.  We shouldn't expect our faith to last through the most difficult storms of life if 

we have never bothered to study the Bible.  We should acknowledge here from our text 

that having demon possessed daughter is pretty intense storm to have to go through. The 

woman's faith wasn't shaken but instead she was moved to seek out Jesus.  That's what 
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faith continuing to seek understanding leads to.  When we hit a rough spot in life the only 

thing we know we can turn to is the Lord because we know from the bible from our 

understanding that he has made all kinds of promises and his character is steadfast and 

secure.  Again it is not that our faith needs to be great in and of itself but a steady growth 

of faith that is becoming ever more reliant on an Amazing God. 

 I leave you with a quote from Andrew Murray in his great little book Called 

"Abide in Christ" this is a book that I keep in regular rotation as one that read over and 

over again.  Murray writes: 

 

What I want you to take in is this-that believing this promise will not only 

give you comfort, but will be the means of your obtaining your desire. 

You know how Scripture teaches us that in all God's leading of His people 

faith has everywhere been the one condition of the manifestation of his 

power. Faith is the ceasing from all nature's efforts, and all other 

dependance; faith is confessing helplessness casting itself upon God's 

promise and claiming its fulfillment; faith is the putting ourselves quietly 

into God's hands for Him to do His work. What you and I need now is to 

take time until this truth stands out before us in all its spiritual brightness; 

It is God Almighty, God the Faithful and Gracious One, who has 

undertake to establish me in Christ Jesus. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Phil Ennis on Sunday morning, April 15, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 


