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Text 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, 

the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 

compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, 

"This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages 

and buy themselves some food." 16 Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them something 

to eat." 17 "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered. 18 "Bring them here to 

me," he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish 

and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the 

disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 

basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 

 

Introduction 
 Love makes some people nervous.  The word has too long been held captive by 

those who have confused it with a confused notion of tolerance, making love a mushy, 

spineless sort of creature that, to be honest, we’re a little grossed out by.  In a similar 

vein, loving others has also been identified by some as the essence of Christianity, which 

actually has many harmful effects on people.  To be told simply that all you need is love 

is really the most damning news anyone could ever hear. 

Love (that is our love for others) is not the essence of Christianity.  Yes, I’m fully 

aware that Jesus taught we should love others, including our enemies (5:44).  Jesus said 

that love is the summary of the Law (22:40), but the essence of Christianity is Gospel, not 

Law.  It’s not about our doing, but Christ’s doing on our behalf.  That’s the essence of 

Christianity.  And to say that “love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 10:9) does not do 

anything to soften God’s law but actually makes it even more demanding.  But 

Christianity is about Good News: in Jesus we get relief from the oppression of impossible 

demands.  Only Jesus can and has loved perfectly and as a result of his love we can be 

graciously, freely enfolded into the life of the One who is love (1Jn. 4:16). 

So yes, Christianity is about love, but not principally about our ‘crazy love’ for 

God or people, but about God’s ‘crazy love’ for sinners like you and me.  So let’s reclaim 

the word for that usage and not be afraid to explore the rich contours of this inexhaustible 

love.  It’s not an amorphous feeling, but has taken on real flesh and blood in the 

Incarnation of Christ and then had that flesh pierced and that blood shed in the 

Atonement of Christ in order to purchase us for God forever.  “Herein is love, not that we 
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loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1Jn. 

4:10; KJV). 

Now there’s an old hymn by Samuel Crossman that goes back to the 1600s and it 

begins like this: 

 

My song is love unknown, 

My Saviour’s love to me; 

Love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be. 

 

So there is a sense in which Christ’s love transforms us.  “Love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be.”  His love for us is never based on our level of transformation; 

our transformation is a by-product of his love for us.  It is an inevitable by-product.  Jesus 

frees us from the demands of the law as a means of finding life and just goes ahead and 

gives us life gratis, on the house, unearned.  And with this new life comes opportunity 

and energy and desire and power to begin to walk in love.  God’s lavish, unprovoked, 

unlimited, love for us in Christ, turns us outward in love for God and for our neighbor.  It 

changes us. 

 So with this proper framework clearly in our minds, we don’t have to be nervous 

about love or hesitant to talk about “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6) or 

uneasy about the NT’s many assertions that the Christian life is to be marked by love (i.e. 

1Jn. 4:11), that faith in Christ and love of others goes hand in hand (i.e. Col. 1:4), that 

“everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God” (1Jn. 4:7), that if you have 

not love, you have nothing (1Cor. 13).  It’s all over the Bible, but we don’t have to be 

nervous about it, if it’s put in its proper biblical perspective.  In Christ we can be freed 

from self-love, cured of what Augustine called incurvatus in se (Latin for being curved 

inward on oneself) and instead be turned right-side out to find joy in living for others. 

 So while not the essence of Christianity, living a life of increasing love is the 

effect of Christianity (cf. 2Thess. 1:3).  This is what experiencing the love of Christ will 

do to us; the love that persists even when we fail to love; the love that neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from (Rom. 

8:38-39).  Have you experienced that love?  It’s amazing. 

And what it does is it makes us willing to enter into the lives and hurts of other 

people.  It makes us willing to sacrifice to help others.  It causes us to put the needs of 

others above our own.  It makes us open our lives up to others.  It makes us willing to 

take on the complications of relationships at the expense of our immediate comfort.  It 

makes us gladly give ourselves away.  It makes us get off the couch and serve.  It makes 

us care.  It makes us act.  It makes us more and more Christ-like.  Not because we have 

to, but because we get to; and because we’ve experienced it ourselves. 

So I say all of that by way of introduction to the famous ‘Feeding of the Five 

Thousand’ because I believe this story is not just a really cool miracle that Jesus did, but 

(at least in the way Matthew tells it) it is about the lifestyle of love that characterized 

Jesus and is to characterize Jesus’ disciples.  And if you are one, I want you to start 

thinking about the shape of your life.  Is it obviously bent outwards?  Is your life about 

giving to others?  Are you, as a result of your encounter with the radical love of Jesus, 
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living a life that is deeply involved in the lives of other people?  Or are you pretty 

detached, well insulated, guarding your time and energy pretty tightly, have a pretty high 

quota of ‘me time’?  With that stage set, let’s look at the famous story of ‘The feeding of 

the Five Thousand’, and in short what we’re going to see is just this: Jesus calls and 

enables his followers to love beyond their means. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Jesus’ Compassion 
 “When Jesus heard what had happened…” (v. 13a).  Heard what?  Well, since vv. 

3-12 about the beheading of John the Baptist are a flashback, v. 13 is probably referring 

to vv. 1-2.  In other words, when Jesus heard that he had come onto Herod’s radar screen 

and Herod perceived him to be John the Baptist back from the dead, Jesus “withdrew by 

boat privately to a solitary place” (v. 13b).  The same thing happened back in 12:15 when 

the Pharisees started plotting to kill Jesus.  He pulled back; he withdrew.  Now part of the 

explanation of this is that Jesus wanted to let the tensions cool so as to delay his 

impending death until the right time.  So he tries to fly under the radar for awhile. 

 But another part of this is no doubt a legitimate desire to get away for awhile.  

Even Jesus, in his humanity, needed a break.  He would from time to time seek to escape 

the craziness – the pressures, the confusion, the elation followed so quickly by the 

rejection and loss and sadness that attended his ministry.  “Jesus often withdrew to lonely 

places and prayed” (Lk. 5:16).  Listen: it’s not wrong to rest.  We shouldn’t feel guilty 

about taking vacations or saying no to certain good opportunities in order to find time to 

rejuvenate… so that we will be able to continue to serve and give.  A day off every week.  

Turning off the phone.  Periodic retreats.  Sabbaticals.  These are good and necessary. 

Let me say up front: if you can’t stop serving people from time to time, then that’s 

a sign that perhaps you’re really serving yourself more than you’d like to believe.  You 

need to be needed.  You’re addicted to the feeling of helping people, which is really 

selfish. 

 It’s not wrong to seek a quiet night in, so that you can recover and regroup in 

order to continue ministering.  Jesus did that.  He needed time alone, time off.  But he 

didn’t let that cool him off to loving others, you see.  Taking a break wasn’t an excuse to 

pull quietly and permanently back from people and their problems.  Jesus didn’t model a 

life of constant disengagement, trying to keep life as simple and stress-free as possible.  

Jesus modeled a life of helping others in need, even when he felt tired.  His MO was 

giving and giving and giving, even when it infringed on his personal space and time. 

 Have you ever had a quiet night in disrupted by an urgent need?  A friend calls 

and needs to talk.  The doorbell rings and a neighbor needs a jump start.  A kid gets sick 

and your quiet night in is cleaning up puke and not sleeping at all.  Well, that’s what 

happens to Jesus here.  “Hearing of this [move of Jesus and his disciples to a solitary 

place], the crowds followed him on foot from the towns.  When Jesus landed and saw a 

large crowd, [he lost it and yelled at them, “Can you leave me alone?!  Don’t you realize 

how much I’ve been doing for you already!?”  No…] he had compassion on them and 

healed their sick” (vv. 13c-14).  Aren’t you glad Jesus never snaps? 

 These statements about Jesus’ compassion that come several places in the Gospels 

are so reassuring, aren’t they?  Jesus had compassion on people.  He genuinely cared 
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about people’s needs.  He kept giving and giving and giving.  It’s amazing.  He never 

gets frustrated.  He never gets fed up.  He always is stirred to compassionate action by the 

requests of those in need.  “The first lesson is stated clearly,” says one person: “Jesus 

cares about people, especially those who are poor or suffering.”
1
  Now we will never in 

this life be fully like that.  We will always need to be recipients of Jesus’ mercy.  Always.  

And he is always full of mercy, never depleted. 

 

Jesus Asks His Disciples to Participate 

 But the next lesson we see is that Jesus does invite his disciples to join in this kind 

of ministry.  He calls them into this life of compassion.  Jesus is healing and helping 

people right and left from this flash crowd that showed up in the stix to meet him.  “As 

evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a remote place, and it’s 

already getting late.  Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy 

themselves some food’” (v. 15).  The disciples recognize a legitimate problem here.  

There’s not provision for food.  They hadn’t planned for the logistics of a first century 

Woodstock.  All these people will need to eat!  The disciples are thinking practically. 

 “Jesus replied, ‘They do not need to go away.  [We don’t have to outsource this.]  

You give them something to eat” (v. 16).  The you is emphatic.  You yourselves give 

them something to eat.  “Me?  Us?” you can hear the disciples exclaim.  Yeah, Jesus 

wants them to be part of the solution to the problem, to participate in meeting the need.  

He’s drawing them in, involving them in his ministry of compassion to meet the needs of 

people.  Keep in mind that miracles in the Gospels are not just cool things Jesus does 

with his magic power.  They are acted out parables.  This is an object lesson for the 

disciples.  The lesson is: they are to be involved in the ministry of Jesus to help people. 

What this means is that if you’re a Christian, Jesus has called you into ministry.  

You shouldn’t just think that’s the job of others.  Someone has problems?  Refer them, 

send them away to someone that can help.  Jesus is saying, “No, you give them 

something.”  Someone near you hurting?  Someone in your church needing financial 

assistance?  A boy down the street that keeps coming to your house that needs a father 

figure?  A newly married couple that seems to look up to you is having issues?  A family 

member has a drug addiction?  A friend shares a deep struggle with you, several times 

hinting for help?  A family you did fun things with is now mourning the death of a child 

or a parent or a spouse?  You, Jesus is saying, you get involved.  You do something. 

“Are you kidding?!  That’s ludicrous.  I’m not trained.  I’m busy, over-extended 

already.  I don’t have anything to offer.  I’ve got just the right amount of stuff on my 

plate right now that I can handle.  I can’t do that.  Someone else could do it better.  That 

will only complicate things.  Too messy.  Impossible.”  That’s exactly how Jesus’ 

disciples felt when Jesus asked them to meet the food needs of those around them.  Are 

you kidding?!  “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish” (v. 17).   

 We want to feel capable, don’t we?  We want to do only what we know is 

realistically in our power.  And then in the end we feel pretty good about ourselves.  We 

don’t want to be asked to do something way beyond us.  And most of the problems that 

people have are pretty complex, way beyond you.  Loving someone, really loving 

someone, being intimately wrapped up in the real life stuff of ministry is messy.  There 

aren’t neat, easy solutions.  It’s completely out of your league and so we want to avoid 

that.  But listen: we shouldn’t avoid the sense of being overwhelmed at all costs.  Jesus 
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intentionally puts his disciples in a situation where they feel entirely overwhelmed, 

utterly incompetent, entirely under-resourced.  “All we have is five loaves of bread and 

two fish.  There’s absolutely no way we can feed five thousand people!  We have nothing 

to give!” 

 “Yes, you’re right.  Great,” says Jesus.  “Bring them here to me” (v. 18).  Jesus 

wants us to come to a place where we come to the end of our own strength and come to 

him.  John 15:5 – “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in 

him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  It’s true.  On our own 

we are utterly incapable.  But with Jesus, miracles happen.  If you live your whole life 

protecting yourself from getting too bogged down in other people’s mess and trying to 

maintain a sense of being in control, you will miss out on so much.  The life of love is the 

most fulfilling way to live, but make no mistake it is not simple or easy.  The Apostle 

Paul is a great example.  Listen to his description of his ministry from 2 Corinthians 1 – 

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the 

province of Asia.  We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that 

we despaired even of life.  Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death.  But this 

happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead” (2Cor. 

1:8-9).  Is there anything too hard for the Lord (Gen. 18:14)? 

 

Jesus Multiplies His Disciples’ Feeble Efforts 

“And [Jesus] directed the people to sit down on the grass.  Taking the five loaves 

and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves” (v. 19a).  

This is just typical Jewish pre-meal ceremony.  “Then he gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the people” (v. 19b).  The disciples are giving them something 

to eat.  But it’s not in their own strength.  It’s not out of some wealth or overwhelming 

capacity that they have.  They have nothing to give and yet Jesus made it possible for 

them to give.  He fed people through them.  Jesus calls and enables his followers to 

love beyond their means. 

 Now the feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle (other than the 

resurrection) that appears in all four Gospels.  Evidently it made quite a huge impression 

on the disciples, which is evidence that this event was nothing short of a miracle.  It 

wasn’t, as some have tried to maintain, a magnificent job of coaxing everyone to share 

their packed lunches.  John’s Gospel tells us that the five loaves and two fish belonged to 

a boy in the crowd.  But it wasn’t that Jesus used the example of one poor little boy’s 

generosity to crack open the fists of others who were hoarding.  As Craig Keener (who 

has a new book out just last year with Baker Academic entitled Miracles: The Credibility 

of the New Testament Accounts which is supposed to be a helpful defense of historicity of 

miracles) remarks in his commentary on Matthew, “The gospel writers give no 

encouragement to naturalistic attempts to ‘explain’ it by Jesus’ persuading those in the 

crowd who had brought food to share it.  Whatever exactly the disciples are supposed to 

have learned… it was not at the level of psychological manipulation!”
2
 

 This is a genuine miracle, along the lines of the miracles of Elijah with the widow 

of Zarepheth and the flour and oil that didn’t run out (1Kngs 17:7-24) and Elisha and the 

jar of oil that kept pouring (2Kngs 4:1-7) and the time he fed 100 with not enough bread 

(2Kngs 4:42ff).  But remember: Jesus’ miracles were acted out parables.  And he did 

them only when needed, not as a spectacular show to dazzle people with his power.  Here 
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the people have a need.  Jesus invites his disciples in on the process of showing 

compassion and meeting the need.  But the disciples can’t do it with the limited resources 

at their disposal so Jesus miraculous multiplies the bread and fish, having his disciples 

distribute it to everyone. 

This is how ministry of any variety works.  Jesus multiplies our feeble efforts to 

love.  When we step out in faith and enter into the fray of relationships and issues and 

needs and then come up against our utter inability to fix the problems or to help people, 

then we are in the place where Jesus can do his miraculous work through us.  When we 

have nothing to give, Jesus enables us to give.  He works through us.  He takes our 

insufficient, imperfect, paltry acts of service and words of encouragement and attempts at 

insight and transforms them into genuine good. 

“They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 

broken pieces that were left over.  The number of those who ate was about five thousand 

men, besides women and children” (vv. 20-21).  There was abundance, more than enough 

to go around.  Each disciple had enough to give and still had some left over at the end of 

the day.  Have you ever experienced that feeling of being used by Christ to meet needs 

even when you thought you had nothing to give, and there was still some left over?  Isn’t 

it cool that Jesus calls and enables his followers to love way above their means? 

 

Application 
 For those of you who aren’t yet Christians, don’t think Jesus is calling you to do 

more good deeds, to spend yourself on philanthropic pursuits to become a good person.  

He wants to serve you.  He will show compassion on you if you admit your need, that 

you’re empty, that you’re a sinner, that you can’t save yourself, that you need his love 

and forgiveness. 

 For those of you who are Christians and know God’s love for you in Jesus, know 

that you’re needy and have experience his compassion, he is now calling you out into this 

incredibly stretching, but incredibly rewarding life of love, of showing compassion on 

others.  You’re still are bankrupt.  You are incompetent, inadequate, insufficient for the 

job.  You don’t have anything in yourself to give, but Jesus will equip you to give.  He 

calls and enables you to love beyond your means.  He will pour his love that never runs 

out into your heart so that you have enough to give.  He wants to use you as a channel of 

his love to others.  So get off the sideline.  Get out of the mode of complaining and 

moping and being self-absorbed.  Don’t do it for your salvation, but from your salvation. 

 Recognize that you have nothing – no power, no superior wisdom, no energy, no 

endless supply of resources.  Revel in your weakness, for when you are weak, then you 

are strong (2Cor. 12:10).  Realize that you still need to be ministered to by others through 

it all.  And remember that you are not Jesus.  You can’t do everything.  But you can do 

everything he calls you to and he calls you to do more than is humanly possible. 

 So how do I know what he is calling me to do?  First, look at Scripture.  And 

there what you cannot escape is that the first level of people that God has called you to 

love is your church.  The passages are too numerous to list.  Start looking them up 

yourself.  See all the times the NT talks about the call to love brothers and sisters in the 

body.  This is where this first gets practiced.  The church is a laboratory of love.  We are 

a body and if one part suffers we all suffer.  If there is a need within the church 

membership we are responsible to meet it.  We cannot turn a blind eye.  We are morally 
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bound to each other.  And even though Immanuel is only a church of 53 members at the 

present moment, that is more than enough to have some serious needs. 

 There’s a quote in this ministry trade book mostly for pastors that I read once and 

it has always stuck with me.  The authors describe a situation where a person in a church 

asks a pastor what they can do to get involved.  They’re kind of expecting to fill a role in 

some ministry program.  We here are intentionally program lite.  So what is there to do?  

“The opportunities for Christians to minister personally to others are limitless,” the book 

says. 

 

You could pause, and reply…, “See that guy sitting over there on his own?  

That’s Julie’s husband.  He’s on the fringe of things here; in fact, I’m not 

really sure whether he’s crossed the line yet and become a Christian.  How 

about I introduce you to him, and you arrange to have breakfast with him 

once [every couple weeks] and read the Bible together?  Or see that couple 

over there?  They are both fairly recently converted, and really in need of 

encouragement and mentoring.  Why don’t you and your wife have them 

over, get to know them, and read and pray together once a month?  And if 

you still have time, and want to contribute some more, start praying for the 

people in your street, and then invite them all to a barbeque at your place.  

That’s the first step towards talking with them about the gospel, or inviting 

them along to something.”
3
 

 

There are a lot of opportunities for love and ministry in and through this church.  Just 

open your eyes and ears to the needs around you. 

 And then there’s another key way that God is calling you to love people 

sacrificially and that is through what’s called your vocation.  Vocation is another word 

for calling.  Your posts in this world as employees and family members and citizens are 

callings from God to love others. 

So many people see a disconnect between following Christ and what they do 40, 

50, 60 hours a week in their jobs.  They don’t see it as a chance to love, not just their 

annoying coworkers or boss or customers, but also their neighbor through their service or 

product.  For those in the medical field, you have a hard job, but it’s very easy to see how 

what you do is just loving people all day (or night).  But for most people in a complex 

capitalistic economy it’s hard to see this.  But remember that God feeds people with 

bread most of the time through the trader in the pits at the Board of Trade, through the 

engineer designing the technology used to make farm equipment, through the Gonnella 

delivery truck driver, etc…  Your job is a small but necessary cog in the huge machine 

that is a modern economy which sustains and provides basic goods and services for 

fellow humans.  Do it as an act of love.  So often we’re tempted to complain about how 

our job doesn’t fulfill us.  But it’s not (directly) about your personal fulfillment.  It’s an 

opportunity to serve and give yourself away for others. 

Being a parent to a young child is a vocation that calls for love.  Feeding, 

clothing, caring for children is a calling to give and give and give… 

 There are multiple ways that through your involvement with the neighborhood 

you can be a concerned neighbor… (see www.UICArea.com). 
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And let’s not forget that love calls for sharing the gospel of God’s love seen in the 

cross of Christ, even at great cost to yourself and your reputation. 

 Now, being in over your head in seeking to love other people, loving beyond 

your means many say would be exhausting.  But I’ve found in my vocation that even 

though it calls for incessantly pouring myself out for others I only find myself getting 

exhausted/burn out when I’m doing it in my own strength, thinking that I somehow have 

something to offer, and doing it for my own recognition (self-love).  Then it is utterly 

draining.  But when I’m letting Christ work through me, it is thrilling.  For example, 

preparing a sermon is like cooking up a feast for a big group every week.  It’s a lot of 

work.  It’s an act of love, but it’s a joy and delight when I’m seeing Jesus work through 

me.  The great preacher Charles Spurgeon once wrote about this verse and his calling to 

preach – “Truly, [I have] often felt as if [I] had neither loaf nor fish; and yet for some 

forty years and more [I have] been a full-handed waiter at the King’s great banquet.”
4
  

I’ve only been doing it eight years, but I know something of what he is talking about.  It 

is a joy to waste yourself for others, knowing that Christ has given infinitely more for you 

and has promised you unfathomable reward in the future. 

 And that word waste is an interesting one.  Let’s be honest: relationships are not 

efficient.  Love is not utilitarian.  It gladly wastes oneself for others.  How many of these 

five thousand plus actually became Christians?  How many of them were thankful?  How 

many of them know how much Jesus through his disciples had done for them?  Probably 

very few.  This week marked the 25
th

 anniversary of the release of U2’s Joshua Tree and 

there’s that song on there with the lines – “And you give, and you give, and you give 

yourself away.”  Now I have no idea really what the song means, but that line sticks in 

my head as a description of the life of love Jesus calls us to.  We give ourselves away, 

and it may not ever really ‘fix’ anybody.  It may be utterly thankless.  But we know that 

somehow in it all Jesus’ abundance is filling and sustaining us and working out his loving 

purposes. 

 

Conclusion 
I generally don’t like to give obvious little action steps after sermons, but I want 

to challenge us all to an experiment this week.  Start every day off first with some way of 

remembering the gospel, or as Richard Sibbes said, “warm[ing] ourselves at this fire of 

his love and mercy in giving himself for us.”
5
  Meditate for a few minutes on the 

complete and total love God has for you in Christ.  And then spend a few moments 

praying that he would fill you with love that day.  Pray through your planner about all the 

appointments or to dos you will have.  Pray for sensitivity to see the people he’s bringing 

before you to love and then pray for the strength to love them.  And let’s just see what 

happens… 

 

Lord’s Table 
Let’s be fed by Jesus now.  Receive from him.  There was another time that Jesus 

took bread, looked to heaven and gave thanks, then broke it and handed it out to his 

disciples (see 26:26).  It was the night before he was crucified as the ultimate 

demonstration of his love for us.  And he told us to continue to eat this meal in 

remembrance of him.  It is a means of grace that opens our eyes to God’s love for us and 

fills us with Christ… 
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Benediction 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit 

in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that 

you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 

God. (Eph. 3:16-19) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, March 11, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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