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Text 
When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. 54 Coming to his hometown, he began 

teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and 

these miraculous powers?" they asked. 55 "Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and 

aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this 

man get all these things?" 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown 

and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 58 And he did not do many miracles there because of 

their lack of faith. 

 

Introduction 
In C.S. Lewis’ The Last Battle – the final book in the Chronicles of Narnia series - 

one of the main storylines that Lewis develops centers around a group of dwarfs.   They 

had been deceived early on in the book by a monkey named Shift who convinced most of 

the inhabitants of Narnia that the great Lion Aslan was giving orders through him.  Once 

the dwarfs figured out they had been tricked and manipulated, they decided to trust no 

one else.  This stubbornness blinded them from seeing the real Aslan - even when he was 

right in front of them and performed miraculous feats.  Here’s a bit from the story where 

we see this: 

 

“’Aslan,’ said Lucy through her tears, ‘could you –will you—do 

something for these poor Dwarfs?’  ‘Dearest,’ said Aslan, ‘I will show you 

both what I can, and what I cannot, do.’  He came close to the Dwarfs and 

gave a low growl: low, but it set all the air shaking.  But the Dwarfs said 

to one another, ‘Hear that?  Trying to frighten us.  They do it with a 

machine of some kind.  Don’t take any notice.  They won’t take us in 

again!’  Aslan raised his head and shook his mane.  Instantly a glorious 

feast appeared on the Dwarfs’ knees; pies and tongues and pigeons and 

trifles and ices, and each Dwarf had a goblet of good wine in his right 

hand.  But it wasn’t much use.  They began eating and drinking greedily 

enough, but it was clear that they couldn’t taste it properly.  They thought 

they were eating and drinking only the sort of things you might find in a 

stable.  One said he was trying to eat hay and another said he had got a bit 

of an old turnip and a third said he’d found a raw cabbage leaf.  And they 

raised golden goblets of rich red wine to their lips and said, ‘Ugh!  Fancy 

drinking dirty water out of a trough that a donkey’s been at!  Never 
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thought we’d come to this.”  But very soon every Dwarf began suspecting 

that every other Dwarf had found something nicer than he had, and they 

started grabbing and snatching, and went on to quarreling, till in a few 

minutes there was a free fight and the good food was smeared on their 

faces and clothes or trodden under foot.  But when at last they sat down to 

nurse their black eyes and their bleeding noses, they all said:  ‘Well, at any 

rate there’s no Humbug here.  We haven’t let anyone take us in.  The 

Dwarfs are for the Dwarfs.  ‘You see,’ said Aslan.  ‘They will not let us 

help them.  They have chosen cunning instead of belief.  Their prison is 

only in their own minds, yet they are in that prison; and so afraid of being 

taken in that they cannot be taken out. But come children.  I have other 

work to do.’ 

 

Unbelief can cause us to be offended by everyone and everything around us.  It 

can blind us from seeing and enjoying what is right in front of us.  Remember back to a 

time that you were offended by someone.  For a while after that, you had a difficult time 

trusting that person.  You probably rationalized that you should “forgive, but not forget” 

so that they did not manipulate you or others again.  In those moments, you more than 

likely missed out on enjoying good experiences or a relationship because you couldn’t let 

go of their offense.  You were held captive by these thoughts of anger, revenge, or 

distrust.  

Earlier in our journey through the gospel of Matthew, we looked at the passage in 

Chapter  11 where John the Baptist sends messengers to Jesus to ask Him if He is the 

Messiah.  At the end of Jesus’ response he says the following words in the ESV:  “And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”   

Why are we offended by Jesus?  When Jesus’ power and wisdom are displayed 

and we are confronted with His deity and authority, our inner desire to wanna-be-god 

rears its head. ), We react and over-react out of this. Where exactly does our unbelief lie?  

We often don’t want to truly accept the implications that come from understanding that 

Jesus is the Son of God—that He is divine.   If this is true, then He has authority over 

creation, our lives, and our relationships.  Our self-centered hearts and minds find it very 

difficult to give Him this much authority.  This leads to the crisis point of faith.  We will 

either honor Him or reject Him.  And when, by God’s grace, we genuinely believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, we worship Him by submitting to His authority 

over our lives. 

Here is the point:  True belief in Jesus honors his authority and allows for 

the Kingdom of God to grow. 

 

Let’s pray:  Jesus, show us who you are.  Tear down all of our preconceived 

notions that are false.  Re-affirm the truths we hold onto. Forgive us for taking offense at 

the gospel.   Lead us to understand a little more of the mystery.  Ultimately, let us rest 

and find our identity, not in our own knowledge or understanding of you, but in You and 

the hope You bring.  May we give you honor and worship you.  May your Kingdom 

come, on earth, as it is in heaven.  In your name, Amen. 

 

Jesus goes home after exposing his divinity 
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This passage from the end of Matthew 13 starts in vs. 53 saying, “When Jesus had 

finished these parables, he moved on from there.  Coming to his hometown, he began 

teaching the people in their synagogue. . . “  We have just spent the last few weeks 

looking at these parables.  As we see at the beginning of the chapter, Jesus told the first 

set of parable to crowds alongside of the sea.  Then, in vs. 36 he left the crowds and went 

into a house with the disciples to share the rest of the parables specifically with them.  

Now, Matthew describes that Jesus left this location and travelled to his hometown, 

which was Nazareth.   

Most of these parables were stories that compared something tangible for the 

listeners to the “kingdom of heaven.”  He started the last five parables with “The 

kingdom of heaven is like . . .” What does this tell his audience about the person of 

Jesus?   His depth of understanding makes him more than just a great teacher. He is at 

least some great prophet.  Jesus words and authority made is clear that he had some sort 

of direct communication with God that allowed him to speak with authority.  Either that 

or he was a great deceiver, or demon, as the religious leaders had already accused him of 

being.   

If we can agree that he was not a liar, lunatic, or demon, then we can see these 

parables as pointing to the fact that he was very closely united to God the Father, even to 

the point of being divine.  His miraculous works also demonstrated this. For those 

listening to Jesus who were good soil that had been tilled by the Spirit, they could see 

these as signs of his divine nature.   

So – Jesus was exposing his divinity.  This was a big deal.  We know that in some 

places in Scripture the authors relayed that he asked people to keep it on the down low.  

For thirty years he had seemed to most as just an ordinary man, but all of a sudden He is 

saying things and performing acts that say otherwise.  Thomas Torrance describes this 

change in this way: “The second stage is reached when, after years of toil at the 

carpenter’s bench as the ben-bayith, the son of the house, taking his place along with 

Joseph as bread winner in the family at Nazareth, Jesus at last reaches the age of thirty, 

the age when under the OT regulations a man might enter upon the active life of the 

priesthood.  At that point in the fullness of time, Jesus steps forth among mankind, 

deliberately entering into active and living solidarity with his fellow men and women, in 

order to bring the union between himself and sinners to its completion in the mission of 

the mediation upon which he has been sent by the Father.”  As the previous parables have 

shown us, He has come to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to spread into the Kingdom of 

this world.  

These words of wisdom and acts of power must have worn on Jesus in some sort 

of way.   Wouldn’t it make sense that after such a big disclosure of his divinity, he would 

want to return to his roots?  Isn’t it nice, when you are tired and worn out, or when 

something intense or big has just happened to you, to get away from it all for awhile and 

go somewhere comfortable and familiar?   Many of us here at IBC are transplants from 

other places, so I would guess that the idea of going “home” resonates with a lot of us. 

Now, if you’re like me, these trips home aren’t usually the picturesque vacation I 

imagine them to be.  I’ve changed, my friends and family have changed, and sometimes 

those trips are stressful and awkward. It was something like that for Jesus as well. 

Because Jesus is a little more ambitious and missional than most of us, he takes 

advantage of this reprieve to teach in the synagogue.  An interesting note about this is 
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that this is the last time Matthew mentions Jesus teaching from in the synagogue, so after 

this he stays outside of the traditional structures of Judaism.  He is continuing to separate 

Himself from the institutionalized religion of the day. 

 

The Hometown Response 

Anyway, now, the passage turns from what Jesus did to how his hometown folks 

responded to him.  He had left them and now was coming back.  Those types of reunions 

are always interesting.  Were people excited to see Him or bitter that He left, or a bit of 

both?   

Before we get to that, however, let’s have some background on the town of 

Nazareth. Nazareth was a town of probably around 500 people at that time.  Most 

historians agree on this, or that it may have been as large as 2,000, but that is unlikely to 

most.  Either way, Nazareth was a small town where most everyone knew each other.  It 

wasn’t like Jerusalem or Sepphoris, which were the most influential cities in Palestine.  

Sepphoris was the capital of Galilee and only 3 miles from Nazareth.  It was being rebuilt 

during Jesus’ time, and Nazareth was only a speck in its shadow. 

Into this context, Jesus returns to the synagogue and teaches, “and they were 

amazed” writes Matthew. So the first response we see from the people of Nazareth is that 

they were amazed.  The word for amazed here is similar to being praised, approved, or 

astonished.  Initially, they were proud of Jesus and excited by his miraculous acts and 

mighty words.  This amazement, however, quickly turns to skepticism as they 

remembered who he was and wondered why He thought so highly of himself. 

In verses 54-56, the people pose the following questions: “Where did this man get 

this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. 
55

 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? 

Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and 

Judas? 
56

 Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?”  

Here we see the beginning of the struggle to understand how such a common man they 

personally know can be able to do and say such great things.  They don’t deny that he has 

done amazing acts, but they are questioning the source of his power and authority.  They 

are facing the decisive point of belief or unbelief.  Will they believe that Jesus is divine or 

just another one of them? 

Let’s look at some of the descriptors they use to emphasize the humanity of Jesus.  

First, Jesus is the “carpenter’s son.”  The word “carpenter” used here is a general term for 

craftsman or builder, so Joseph could have worked with wood or stone.  This means that 

Jesus and Joseph did not necessarily build wooden chairs together as Mel Gibson 

proposes in his movie, “The Passion of Christ.”  The point is that Jesus had a specific role 

in Nazareth until he was thirty and now he seems to be trying to break out of that role.  

Everyone knows his dad and that Jesus was part of the family business. 

Next, they go on to name his mother and brothers.  They are saying that Jesus 

does not come from a distant family that they know little about, but they know his family 

well.  His sisters are still part of their community.  How can he be anything special?  How 

can he speak as if he is a prophet?  They won’t even let themselves consider the 

possibility of Him being something more.   Their initial astonishment has quickly turned 

to skepticism and unbelief.  It seems like they won’t even wrestle through the possible 

scenarios of who Jesus could really be.  A prophet—no, not Jesus.  The promised 

Messiah—no, that wasn’t  even on their radar.  This is because for years they had formed 
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their own ideas about who the Messiah would be and how he would come.  They had put 

the Messiah into a box, and Jesus came nowhere near that.  He was not a great leader or 

warrior that could lead an overthrow of the Romans.  He was just one of them.   

 

Taking offense vs honoring authority 

Because they were unwilling to think of him as any more than Jesus of Nazareth, 

we read in verse 37 that “they took offense at him. “  We are not told if Jesus actually 

said something that would offend them, but the point Matthew is trying to make is about 

their reaction.  Jesus made them feel inferior because He spoke and acted with authority 

they did not have.  These people did not need their hometown boy to tell them what to do.  

They did not need Him to help them. 

In the Old Testament, this reality of taking offense to authority is foreshadowed in 

the rejection of Joseph and Jeremiah by those who are closest to them.  In the story of 

Joseph, His brothers and father are deeply offended when Joseph tells of His dreams 

where He is in a place of authority over them.  His brothers respond by sarcastically 

questioning, “Will you actually rule us?” and then putting Joseph in his place by 

throwing him into a pit and selling him as a slave. 

Similarly, in Jeremiah 11, we see that the men of Anathoth, Jeremiah’s 

hometown, threaten Jeremiah’s life if he doesn’t stop prophesying in the name of the 

Lord.  Jeremiah’s words of authority about God’s plans for the future and pleading to 

return to God offend them.  He has no place to condemn them!  These stories give some 

context to Jesus response to the people of Nazareth in vs. 57 when He replies, “Only in 

his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honor.” 

This struggle over accepting and honoring the divine nature of Jesus has also been 

a huge issue throughout the history of the church.   So often, the emphasis has fallen on 

the humanity of Jesus as we see in this passage.  Other times, often in response to these 

heresies, the emphasis would fall on the divinity of Jesus at the neglect of His humanity.   

Why does it really matter that Jesus was one person with two natures?   In order for Jesus 

to restore the union between the Father and humanity, He must be unified with both God 

and man. 

 

And if we truly believe He is divine, we will honor his authority.  Rather than 

taking offense at it, it will lead to worshipping and trusting Him because He alone 

could empathize with us and yet make atonement for our sin.  This allows us to live 

out of great hope and expectation.  We can now enjoy all the good things He brings 

and the demonstrations of His power and love. 

 

Embracing or denying the two natures of Jesus in the history of the church 

Thomas Torrence again summarizes this struggle in this way:  “That has been the 

constant problem of theology.  We see it already in the early church, in the contrasting 

emphases between Antioch and Alexandria, in the tendency of the logos christology even 

before that to depreciate the historical Jesus.  . . . By contrast the modern tendency, 

especially in the west has been to give account of Christ solely in terms of what he did for 

man, rather than in terms of his person and being as the Son of God become man, with 

the result that the doctrine of Christ tended to be displaced by the historicism on the one 

hand, or the religious experience and spiritual values on the other hand.” 
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Torrence describes the many heresies that plagued the early church about the 

person of Jesus Christ.  I want to look at each of them for a brief moment because I think 

they shed light on our fleshly desires to dethrone Christ. 

This first was an issue in the teachings of Arius, in the early 300s AD.  Arius was 

a church leader who began to teach that Jesus was distinct from God the Father.  He 

proposed that God created Jesus to be the mediator, so Jesus did not possess deity by 

nature, but rather developed it through a growing moral unity with the Father.   Due to 

this controversy, the Council of Nicea brought together many church leaders in 325 AD 

for the first ecumenical council.  In the end, they condemned these teachings of Arius and 

created the Nicene Creed to summarize the truths of the Scripture.  They addressed this 

controversy, by stating, “And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were 

made.”  The importance here is to point to the divine union with the Father. 

Then, mainly in reaction to Arianism, another church leader named Apollinaris 

began to downplay the humanity of Christ, even to the point where he rejected that Jesus 

had a human mind.   This would mean that Jesus could not truly be considered a man.  

The First Council of Constantinople around 381 AD decided that this was also heresy 

because Jesus had to be united to mankind in order to bring salvation. 

In 431 AD, the First Council of Ephesus assembled to deal with the teachings of 

Nestorius, the patriarch of Constantinople.  He argued that no union between the divine 

and human was possible, so each person just co-existed in the same body.  The Council 

decreed that Jesus was indeed on person, not two. 

Not too long after, in 451 AD, the Council of Chalcedon decided the need to 

firmly declare the fact that Jesus, though one person, had two distinct natures.  The 

Chalcedonian Statement clarified in this way: 

 

“Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men 

to acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once 

complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, 

consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the 

Father as regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with 

us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as 

regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as 

regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary 

the Virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-

begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, 

without division, without separation.”   

 

This mysterious union of the divine and human in the person of Jesus continues to 

be debated and argued.   It is a truth that is so hard for our finite minds to truly 

understand because we are obviously just one nature. 

Many classical liberal theologians, as well as the Deists of the late 18
th

 Century, 

wanted to embrace the wise teachings of Jesus apart from His miraculous acts.  For 

example, Thomas Jefferson was astonished by the teachings of Jesus, but he, as many 

rationalists throughout history, had no place for Jesus’ miracles.  At the Smithsonian in 
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Washington DC, you can see the “Bible” that Thomas Jefferson actually created for 

himself during the latter years of his life where he cut out and pasted together all the 

passages from the Gospels that contained no miraculous elements.  He couldn’t handle 

the miracles—it meant that Jesus was divine and had authority over human reason. 

 

Unbelief vs. Faith and how they impact the Kingdom 

And this was the same struggle for the people of Nazareth. Jesus’ claim of being 

divine was blasphemous to them.  This taking offense came out of their “lack of faith.”   

Because of their unbelief, they missed out on seeing the power of Jesus, as vs. 58 states: 

“And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.” Jesus knew that 

even if he performed more miracles, their hearts were too hardened to believe in His 

divine nature.  Like the dwarfs in The Last Battle, they would not believe no matter what 

Jesus would say or do.  They refused to honor Him for who He truly was, so they failed 

to experience the abundant life that Jesus says He came to bring in John 10:10.  In the 

people of Nazareth, we see specific examples of what the weeds and the bad fish in the 

earlier parables look like. 

Where does this leave us in understanding the relationship between Jesus’ words 

of authority and miracles and placing our faith in him?  This passage shows us that just 

being astonished does not lead to faith.  Faith requires something more.  It seems as if the 

people of Nazareth are a tangible example of the seed falling on the path or rocky places 

as described by Jesus in the Parable of the Sower.  They either did not understand the 

message of the kingdom and so were snatched away by the evil one, or they received it 

with joy for just a short time until they thought about the ramifications of the message for 

their lives.  Furthermore, the ties that matter most in society—geography and blood—did 

not lead to faith.  So we see that great wisdom, miraculous signs, intimate knowledge of 

hometown friends, and family ties do not lead to faith. 

So what is and what is not the point of the miracles?  Philip Yancey summarizes 

this in the following way: “Although faith may produce miracles, miracles do not 

necessarily produce faith.  . . . The feeding of the five thousand illustrates why Jesus, 

with all the supernatural powers at his command, showed ambivalence toward miracles.  

They attracted crowds and applause, yes, but rarely encouraged repentance and long-term 

faith.  He was bringing a hard message of obedience and sacrifice, not a sideshow for 

gawkers and sensation-seekers. . . . A sign is not the same thing as proof; a sign is merely 

a marker for someone who is looking in the right direction. . . .”  Jesus miracles are to 

give us a glimpse of the Kingdom to come and to strengthen our hope that God will cure 

the world of all ills and injustice. 

This is the “already” that points us to the true completion—the “not yet” that we 

are waiting for.  If we have faith that Jesus is divine, the Son of God, these miracles give 

us hope for what is to come.  Hope drives out the despair in us to give us joy in our Lord 

and Savior that wants to honor His authority so the world can also respond to His call. 

Paul describes this in Romans 8: 22-25: “We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but 

we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 

our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we are saved.  But 

hope that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope 

for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” 
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Personalize effects of unbelief or faith 

So what is it that amazes you?  What gets you excited about your faith but doesn’t 

give you the faith to let Christ be in charge of your life?  Let’s repent of our shallow 

belief and ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith.  Enough to accept—even treasure— 

Christ’s authority over our lives. 

While God is sovereign, think about how our moments of unbelief halt the 

Kingdom work He is trying to do through us.  When I don’t believe that Jesus has 

authority over every part of my life, I make an idol of that part.  It is the part that I don’t 

want Him to take over.  It is too important to me.   Maybe it is a pleasure or maybe it is a 

state of being, such as comfort or safety.  Maybe it’s a relationship.  Maybe it’s an 

addiction. 

While Jesus does not need our faith to perform miracles or further the Kingdom of 

Heaven, God, in his infinite grace, furthers His Kingdom through our faith, as alluded to 

in the parables earlier in Matthew 13.  When we honor His authority, the mustard seed is 

growing because others are exposed to His authority.  When we treasure the person of 

Jesus Christ, we are willing to sell all we have to attain this treasure.  This is an act of 

worship.  When we trust in His redemptive Union with both God the Father and 

humanity, this simple trust spreads the Kingdom of Heaven into this world like the yeast. 

Let’s expect to see the Kingdom of Heaven grow, and then be amazed all the way 

through when it happens. 

It is only through the hope and longing given by the Spirit that people will not 

take offense to Jesus and reject Him, but rather honor His divine authority and confess 

Him as Lord. We must pray more for the Holy Spirit to create a longing for truth and 

redemption in the lives of unbelievers. 

Now, let’s celebrate Jesus authority over our lives and honor Him by obeying His 

command to take the Lord’s Supper together.   If you have come here today and not yet 

confessed Jesus as Lord of your life, then being here may be the way the Spirit is giving 

you hope and showing God’s grace. 

If you have not, or are not ready to submit to Christ’s call, then do not partake in 

this with us until the Spirit produces faith. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Mike Avink on Sunday morning, February 26, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 


