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Text 
Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 

25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 

26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 "The owner's servants 

came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 

28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 29 

"'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let 

both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie 

them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 31 He told them another 

parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 

Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes 

a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches." 33 He told them still another parable: 

"The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it 

worked all through the dough." 34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say 

anything to them without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: "I will 

open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world." 36 Then he left the 

crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds 

in the field." 37 He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the 

world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and 

the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 

"As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man 

will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do 

evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

 

Introduction 
 Last week we looked at the big picture.  What’s your big picture for making sense 

of life?  And we saw from those three parables about the kingdom that the Bible presents 

a big picture view of reality: Creation, Fall, Redemption; the goal of redemption being 

the Kingdom of God, and it comes in two stages: seed form now and hidden; big then and 

all encompassing.  Jesus has brought something previously anticipated at the end of 

history into the middle of history and we live in it now… already… but not yet.  For the 

time being the old world order still hangs on, but a new day has dawned with the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ and for all those united to him by faith. 

 So last week was the big picture schematic.  This week is about the motivation.  

What really drives you in your big picture?  Last week laid down the railroad tracks.  

This week is about what powers the locomotive.  Last week was the circuit.  This week is 
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about the electrical current.  We’re not just talking about how you make sense of life, but 

how you keep going in life.  The parables of the kingdom we’re looking at today, 

especially the first two are not about the surprising nature of the kingdom, but about it’s 

surpassing worth.  “The kingdom of God is… a matter of… joy” (Rom. 14:17)!  It’s not 

just a system imposed upon us, but a summons to infinite happiness. 

This is what drives everyone, really.  Blaise Pascal said, “All men seek happiness.  

This is without exception.  Whatever different means they employ, they all tend to this 

end.  The cause of some going to war, and of others avoiding it, is the same desire in 

both, attended with different views.  The will never takes the least step but to this object.  

This is the motive of every action of every man, even of those who hang themselves.”  

But only the kingdom of God actually delivers.  Pascal goes on to say that we try to find 

this happiness in vain from all sorts of things, “but these are all inadequate, because the 

infinite abyss can only be filled by an infinite and immutable object, that is to say, only 

by God Himself.”
1
  This was the melodic line of all of Jonathan Edwards thought.  He 

said, “God created man for nothing else but happiness.  He created him only that he 

might communicate happiness to him.”
2
 

 Is that how you think about Christianity?  Is that your experience of Christianity?  

A lot of people seem to be having a lot of fun without it and many who claim to be in it 

aren’t good advertising: worry, duty, tired, despairing, abstaining; like the mayor of the 

town in Chocolat or the people invited to Babette’s Feast, if you’ve ever seen those 

movies.  We apply H.L. Mencken famous quip about Puritanism to Christianity and think 

it’s the haunting fear that someone, somewhere may be happy.  And maybe there’s a 

nagging sense that you should be doing the Christian thing, although it’s not as appealing 

as other things.  Let’s look at what Jesus says to us about the kingdom in these parables 

put before us today.  In short, what we’re going to see is simple and it’s just this: the 

kingdom of God is better than the kingdom of this world. 

 

Let’s pray… [“Whom have I in heaven but you?  And earth has nothing I desire besides 

you.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 

forever” (Ps. 73:25-26).] 

 

Hidden Treasure 
 Every pirate cartoon or movie story usually has buried treasure in it.  Have you 

ever wondered why?  It’s legendary, but it doesn’t really make a lot of sense when I think 

about it.  Why would there be a chest of gold buried somewhere and a map with an x 

marking the spot?  Researching the cultural background to this first parable has caused 

this piece of ancient folklore to make more sense to me.  Before there were banks people 

kept all their money with them in a safe place.  Often times the safest place might be 

hidden underground in a spot only you would know (cf. Mt. 25:25).  Well, what happens 

if you die or went off to war and never came back?  The prospect of forgotten hidden 

treasure out there somewhere was a very real possibility in the ancient Near East and 

excited “the imagination of peasants for whom it represented the ultimate dream.”
3
 

 Jesus draws on this motif for his next parable.  It’s only one verse long, but it tells 

a story our minds can visualize.  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field.  When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had 

and bought that field” (v. 44).  Presumably this is treasure that has been hidden long ago 
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and forgotten about.  And it’s a large sum of money.  The lucky fellow stumbles upon it 

serendipitously and for him it’s a no brainer.  He scrapes together all he can to go buy 

that field and in doing so obtains a greater wealth than he has ever known. 

It would be like if my dad who’s a farmer in Indiana was shooting at a coyote in a 

neighbors field and missed but where the bullet hit the ground up came a bubbling crude, 

oil that is, black gold, Texas tea.  And that property was up for sale and he went and out 

bid everybody else, borrowed against all the other land he owned, sold his stamp 

collection, emptied his bank accounts, liquidated all his assets to buy that land and in so 

doing became the richest person in all of Indiana. 

 You get the picture.  What’s the point?  How is the kingdom of God like this? 

One person helpfully paraphrased it this way: “The kingdom of God is so valuable that 

losing everything on earth, but getting the kingdom, is a happy trade-off.”
4
  The kingdom 

and all it entails is an inestimable treasure.  The lucky fellow in the parable was willing to 

part with all he had to get that treasure.  And not just that, but he did it “in his joy.”  

Being part of this kingdom is somehow more precious than anything else.  It’s not a 

drudgery or duty or teeth-gritting sacrifice. 

 

Pearl of Great Price 
 Let’s look at the next parable.  Like the short parables of the mustard seed and the 

yeast, the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl go together have essentially the 

same meaning.  Perhaps one could argue that the hidden treasure is happened upon and 

the pearl is passionately pursued, like some people just kind of find themselves in the 

kingdom and others only come to it after long searching, but that may be pressing the text 

too far.  Perhaps the first guy was a treasure hunter with a metal detector and all.  We 

don’t know.  But again, what’s the one, flashing point? 

 The second parable is of a “merchant [who is] looking for fine pearls.  When he 

found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it” (vv. 

45-46).  This may be like a collector and connoisseur of rare antiquities whose searching 

brings him to a remote village in Egypt where he finds a 1
st
 century papyrus fragment of 

one of the Gospels in the village leader’s house and gives everything to his name and 

sells all his organs to buy it and bring it home. 

 The point to both of them is the same – the kingdom of God is invaluable.  “Jesus 

is not saying that a man may buy his way into the kingdom; that would fly in the face of 

all his teaching,” says one NT scholar.
5
  That’s clearly not what Jesus is trying to say.  

Besides that being against the overwhelming teaching of the Bible, we’ve already seen it 

made clear even in Matthew that “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven” (5:3).  You can’t buy your way into the kingdom with money or with merit.  

It’s for the spiritually bankrupt.  He says in ch. 10, v. 8 – “Freely you have received.”  

Good works, earning, deserving have nothing to do with obtaining the kingdom.  The 

kingdom is a gift.  Jesus says in another Gospel, “Anyone who will not receive the 

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  Kids don’t pay for their Christmas 

presents.  Likewise, we don’t do something to earn the kingdom; it’s free. 

 But it’s not cheap.  That’s the point.  It’s a gift that has superlative value.  It 

makes missionaries claim they never made a sacrifice and martyrs beam with joy while 

the flames lick up their legs.  It is priceless and therefore losing everything (health, 
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family, fame, dreams, house, even life), but getting the kingdom, is a happy trade-off.  

The kingdom of God is better than the kingdom of this world. 

There’s an old song that goes like this: 

 

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; 

I’d rather be His than have riches untold; 

I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands; 

I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand 

Than to be the king of a vast domain 

And be held in sin’s dread sway; 

I’d rather have Jesus than anything 

This world affords today. 

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause 

… 

I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide fame.
6
 

 

It reminds me of a story I heard recently of some parents dealing with one of their 

teenaged boys who had become enamored with the club culture of New York City, 

“especially a fabled den of iniquity known as the Limelight.”  This family went to a 

church filled with many young, city-dwelling people who had found the joy of the gospel.  

One such person “was a talent agent who represented very well-known people, and [the 

teenaged boy] thought he was the coolest person [he’d] ever met.”  The parents 

mentioned their struggle to him and one day this man named Steve talked to the teenager 

and said, “‘I hear you want to visit the Limelight.  If you want to go, I’ll take you.  I went 

there many times before I became a Christian, and I never want to go back.  But if you 

want to see it for yourself, I’ll take you.’  [They] never heard another word about it [from 

their son].  Steve had been there, done that, and found Christ better.”
7
  It love that phrase 

– “found Christ better.”  So many people have found Christ and his kingdom better than 

the ersatz shine of the worldly kingdoms.  We need to share our stories with each other 

more often to help debunk the myths. 

 

The Kingdom Is Better Now 

 Jesus is better.  He really is.  The kingdom of God is better here and now.  “Note,” 

says R.T. France, “that in both cases the treasure comes into the purchaser’s possession 

immediately, so that it is unlikely that the blessings of the kingdom of heaven are 

envisaged as purely future.”
8
  These parables of the treasure and the pearl of great price 

presuppose the already/not yet aspect we looked at last week, emphasizing even that you 

can have it now.  The Bible says that eternal life can begin before you die (i.e. Jn. 6:54).  

Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (Jn. 10:10).  

There is a sense in which knowing you are accepted by God and welcomed into his 

domain to live under his kind reign apart from your performance brings present joy that 

allows you to say NO! to “the fleeting pleasures of sin” (Heb. 11:25; ESV), because 

you’re saying OH! to the beauties of Christ. 

 Now, no Christian ever does this all the time.  We sin.  We screw up.  We enjoy 

worshipping other things from time to time.  But the beauty of Christ is that he doesn’t 

disown you.  You can’t work your way into the kingdom and thus you can’t sin your way 
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out of the kingdom.  You can’t out-sin God’s grace.  As William Bridge says, “Though 

your sin be great, is not God’s mercy great, exceeding great?  Is not the satisfaction made 

by Christ great?  Are the merits of Christ’s blood small?  Is not God, the great God of 

heaven and earth, able to do great things?  You grant that God is almighty in providing 

for you, and is He not almighty also in pardoning?  Will you rob God of His almightiness 

in pardoning?  You say your sin is great, but is it infinite?  Is not God alone infinite?  Is 

your sin as big as God, as big as Christ?”
9
  The cumulative weight of past sins un-atoned 

for is what drives many people in this world into the ground.  But in the kingdom of God 

they’re gone! 

 Life in the kingdom all starts with the present awareness that your sins are 

forgiven, but it doesn’t stop there.  It then moves a bit farther to the fact that not only are 

your sins forgiven, but your account is positively credited with the righteousness of 

Christ.  Not just the substitutionary death of Jesus, but the substitutionary life of Jesus.  

You get his perfect record.  But then once this realization is made you can move into 

even more freedom and fullness because if you are completely forgiven and credited with 

the righteousness of Christ right now at this very instant then you are also loved by God 

with a fatherly love, adopted into the forever family of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

And if you are part of the family, then there is fellowship and intimacy.  There are 

unlimited spiritual privileges available to the Christian here and now. 

 Now, we’re still living in a weed patch.  The kingdom of God exists 

simultaneously with the kingdom of this world for now.  There is still death and 

heartache and struggle; sin and sorrow and pain.  In talking about the joy of the kingdom, 

the betterness of it, I don’t want to at all lead people to believe that we should wear a 

painted smile.  Andrea and I get called from our alma mater every year asking for money, 

usually by a cheery freshman with a high-pitched, bubbly voice that clearly hasn’t lived 

life yet and it can sound like nails on a chalkboard.  It’s not real.  That’s not the joy the 

Bible talks about, or it may be an immature form of it. 

 The joy the Bible talks about is more substantial, battle-tested.  Listen to how the 

Apostle Paul describes it: “[We are] sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making 

many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything” (2Cor. 6:10).  “We are hard 

pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 

abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed (2Cor. 4:8-9).  That is a joy that is seasoned 

by real life.  It’s honest.  It has suffered, and yet still found Christ better. 

A former member of our church whose wife has just been diagnosed with stage 4 

cancer just quoted this verse to me this week on the phone when I asked how they are 

doing – “hard pressed… but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair.”  Another 

member of our church wrote this week about the death of his father and the birth of his 

son both within a month of each other – “It’s both comforting and sobering to know that 

our God is the same ever faithful and true God of steadfast love through it all.  I must 

admit,” he writes, “the all-too-familiar smell of the hospital and the absence of my father 

from this joy-filled occasion left a bit of a bittersweet taste…  [But] as I navigate the 

waters of fatherhood, I thank God that he guides me as the one perfect Father.”  What 

we’re describing is a growing realization as life strips away those things you once 

thought would make it worth living – you realize you will never make it big and certain 

ambitious dreams are shattered, you have kids and they rebel and make devastating 

choices, eventually your health begins slipping away – that Jesus + Nothing = 
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Everything!  Or as Ray Ortlund once put it: “The worst this life can shove down your 

throat, but with the nearness of Jesus, is heaven on earth.  The best this life can give, but 

without Jesus, is a living hell.” 

 It’s neat to see how often times passages from the Gospels illustrating a truth in 

story form have a correlating verse in the Epistles giving that truth in a slightly more 

unambiguous way.  Philippians 3:7-11 is the epistolary version of these parables of the 

treasure and pearl.  There Paul says, “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss 

for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the 

surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 

things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ – the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ 

and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 

dead” (Phil. 3:7-11).  “The surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”  

Jesus is better than anything now… 

 

The Kingdom Will Be Better Then 

 But “if only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all 

men” (1Cor. 15:19).  There is more to come, a not yet, a resurrection from the dead.  

There’s no way around it: the promise of eternity and the hope of glory is ultimately what 

makes the kingdom worth it. 

But for some people even this promise doesn’t seem to be that great.  We still live 

in avoidance of death, trying to suck as much joy out of this life while we still can.  

Russell Moore suggests that… 

 

“…perhaps we dread death less from fear than from boredom, thinking the 

life to come will be an endless postlude to where the action really happens.  

This is betrayed in how we speak about the ‘afterlife’: it happens after 

we’ve lived our lives.  The kingdom, then, is like a high-school reunion in 

which middle-aged people stand around and remember the ‘good old 

days.’  But Jesus doesn’t promise an ‘afterlife.’  He promises us life – and 

that everlasting.  Your eternity is no more about looking back to this span 

of time than your life now is about reflecting on kindergarten.  The 

moment you burst through the mud above your grave, you will begin an 

exciting new mission – one you couldn’t comprehend if someone told you.  

And those things that seem so important now – whether you’re attractive 

or wealthy or famous or cancer-free – will be utterly irrelevant…. 

 

[We]… give thanks to God for a life, a universe, and a flow of history that 

are, in the long run, Christ-shaped.  [We] long for the arrival of the 

kingdom that has long bubbled around us, invisible as yeast.  And [we] 

yearn for the moment when, [heirs] to the throne of the cosmos, [we] join 

with [our] brothers and sisters – and our Galilean pioneer – to sing out, 

‘Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for yesterday we were dead.’
10
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Isn’t that well put?  But it’s better than just a fancy bit of writing.  This isn’t just 

wishful thinking, a pipe dream because the resurrection of the dead has already started 

with Jesus of Nazareth.  It’s begun.  It’s here.  It hasn’t happened yet for all of us, but 

when it does (and it will) it will be grand.  Life.  Joy!  Pleasures forevermore, with no 

taint of sin, no thorns to infest the ground.  This is the kingdom of God.  It is better than 

anything else.  You can give up your desperate pursuit of a family or a fulfilling career or 

staying on top of the latest gadgets and give yourself gladly in love knowing that you are 

an heir of the gracious gift of life (1Pe. 3:7). 

 

Net 
 We find another parable here, very similar to the parable of the weeds, that 

portrays the end of those who do not receive the kingdom, who live in their own big 

pictures, seeking their pleasure apart from God, in things that cannot satisfy.  It is a 

somber picture. 

 It’s a metaphor from fishing, an illustration that would have been especially 

poignant for those truly listening as Jesus was teaching from a boat on the shore of the 

Sea of Galilee.  “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into 

the lake and caught all kinds of fish.  When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the 

shore.  Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad 

away.  This is how it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come and separate the 

wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth” (vv. 47-50). 

There will be a separation, a final judgment – the wicked from the righteous.  “It 

is easy to misinterpret this as though Jesus were talking of an ethical virtue and holding 

that those who have attained this virtue by their own efforts are righteous….  [But] those 

who are finally righteous are those who realize their own shortcomings and rely on God’s 

mercy,” says one scholar.
11

  “There is a deep gulf between the NT [concept of 

‘righteousness’] and the Greek ideal of virtue, which isolates man in independent 

achievement,” says another.
12

  We’re not talking simplistically about people who were 

good and people who were bad.  We’re talking about people who responded to Jesus’ 

teaching and those who didn’t.  People who are identified with Christ and people who 

“did not submit to God’s righteousness… [but] sought to establish their own” (Rom. 

10:3). 

It is not pleasant, and the majority of our meditations should be directed to the 

felicities of heaven, but we cannot ignore reflection on the horrors of hell.  It would be 

unhealthy to think of it all the time or with glee at other’s demise or fear of our own.  But 

it would also be unhealthy to never dwell there.  A place of “weeping and gnashing of 

teeth” is the result of living outside God’s kingdom.  Sin does not lead to life and 

happiness. 

And so one of the factors that makes the kingdom such a treasure is the absence of 

judgment.  “I was listening [this week] to a message by another pastor and he told the 

story of [a woman] who lost her husband to cancer…  He was in his fifties and had been 

a faithful follower of Christ.  She was sitting by his special bed set up for him at home, 

wiping his forehead in his last hours.  She seemed steady and joyful.  One visitor became 

irritated and asked, How can you be so happy when something so evil is happening?  She 

answered, “My husband deserves to go to hell (like you and me).  And because of Christ, 
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in a few hours my husband will be with God in heaven.  Is that not worth rejoicing 

about?”
13

  Mind you, that’s just referring to the intermediate state, but it’s still true.  “To 

live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  This is the perspective the kingdom of God 

can give, the joy.  Horrific consequences averted (diverted really, to Jesus), and sublime 

blessings enjoyed, now and forever.  “An inexpressible and glorious joy” (1Pe. 1:8). 

 

The Storehouse 

 In v. 51 Jesus asks his disciples, “Have you understood all these things?”  “Yes,” 

they replied.  Now of course they don’t understand perfectly (cf. 15:16), but they are 

beginning to get what Jesus is saying about the nature of the kingdom and the infinite 

worth of the kingdom.  They’re with him. 

 Then Jesus tells them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been 

instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 

storeroom new treasures as well as old” (v. 52).  There were teachers of the law/scribes 

back then – people specially trained in Bible and theology, the interpretation of the OT 

Scriptures, but they by and large missed the whole point of Jesus as the telos (end goal) 

of the law (cf. Rom. 10:4).  They were some of his staunchest opposition (i.e. Mt. 9:3).  

But Jesus is saying that his disciples who have been instructed in and understand the 

reality of the kingdom of God (come already in Jesus, still awaiting final consummation) 

are able to handle the Word of God in profound ways.  They will be able to see and relate 

the original meaning of the texts as well as their ultimate fulfillment in Christ, tracing all 

the trajectories to the cross and empty tomb.  They will be able to draw meaning from the 

OT, playing again the oldies but goodies, while also discovering new insights and gems 

that were there all along. 

 What is the storehouse filled with treasures for the Christian?  The Scriptures – 

both the OT and the NT which records the original disciples’ inspired and authoritative 

interpretation of the OT.  It is where Christ is seen and all of life is related to him.  We 

need to keep pulling out the old truths and marveling at them and we also need to see new 

insights.  There will be truths that we saw when we were new Christians that we keep 

coming back to again and again.  And there will be new discoveries that will make us 

say, “I thought I had read that before!  Why hadn’t I seen that?”  As the Psalmist prayed, 

so should we – “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law” (Ps. 119:18).  

And you will!  Sitting under skilled preachers week in and week out, reading books by 

people who have spent significant time reflecting on the Bible, reading it through over 

and over yourself… that is how the kingdom of God stays fresh and vivid to you while 

bombarded by the world’s messages all the time. 

 

Conclusion 

 Staying in the Word, viewed through a Jesus/Kingdom lens, will be what keeps 

you going.  You will be recalibrated to the real big picture and you will see the superior 

joy of it.  The kingdom of God is better than the kingdom of this world.  It’s true.  

Millions of men and women down through the ages have found it to be true.  “What good 

is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” (Mk. 8:36).  It’s the 

counterintuitive but proven teaching of Jesus – “Whoever wants to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it” (Mt. 16:25). 
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 This mindset allows you to love others, knowing “it is more blessed to give than 

to receive” (Acts 20:35).  You find the joy sucked out of life when you’re all concerned 

about yourself – protecting yourself, complaining about inconveniences…  You find real 

joy knowing you’ve been loved lavishly and provided for eternally and then stepping out 

in feeble attempts to love others… 

 

Lord’s Table 
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 

before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). 

 

Benediction 
May you by the power of the Holy Spirit be able to joyfully accept the loss of all things 

“so that [you] may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1Tim. 6:19). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 19, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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