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Text 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him 

that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many 

things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 

soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were 

scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-- a hundred, sixty or thirty 

times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear." 10 The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do 

you speak to the people in parables?" 11 He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 

heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an 

abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13 This is why I speak to 

them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In 

them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be 

ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with 

their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' 16 But blessed are your eyes because they 

see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed 

to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 18 "Listen then to what 

the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown 

along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word 

and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell 

among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 

choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who 

hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown." 

 

Introduction 
 Jesus is famous for teaching in parables and today in Matthew we finally get to 

them.  Some of what we’ve seen already could be called ‘parabolic’, like the end of the 

Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7 where Jesus speaks of the wise man who built his 

house upon the rock and the foolish man who built his house upon the sand.  But chapter 

13 represents most clearly how Jesus taught in parables. 

 The Sermon on the Mount – chs. 5-7 – was the first major chunk of extended 

teaching by Jesus.  Then ch. 10 was the second – Jesus’ teaching on the mission of his 

followers (where, by the way) he also employed vivid imagery like sheep among 



2 

wolves).  Now ch. 13 is the third major chunk of extended teaching by Jesus.  It 

concludes with the same saying – “When Jesus had finished [saying these things]” (v. 53; 

cf. 7:28, 11:1), this time in parables, parables about the kingdom. 

 First off, what is a parable?  It appears to be a not entirely unknown form of 

communication in the ancient world, especially in Jewish culture.  But certainly the 

master of it and the person who used it most frequently was Jesus.  There are somewhere 

around 27 distinct parables of Jesus recorded in the Gospels.  Parables are not fables.  

Fables have talking foxes and pelicans and such.  Parables are based on real life 

situations. 

Parables, by and large, are also not allegories.  We shouldn’t press each detail too 

much, the classic example being the allegorical interpretations of the parable of the Good 

Samaritan where the inn is the church and the oil and wine represent something and 

there’s significance to the fact that the Samaritan gave the innkeeper two silver coins.  

That’s an allegorical approach and it’s not a responsible way to handle the text, even if 

you can come up with some really cool points.  Jesus’ parables generally have one main 

lesson.  As someone has said, “[They] were designed to make one stabbing truth flash out 

at a man the moment he heard it.”
1
  Like – love your neighbor no matter who he is. 

 Another popular misconception about parables is that they are superb examples of 

communication.  Jesus told stories!  But upon further examination the point of the 

parables may not always be to elucidate but actually in some ways to obfuscate, kind of 

like a good movie, which as Anne-Marie told me recently, should not spell out for you 

the conclusions you should draw, but rather engage you and force you to figure those 

things out for yourself.  That is what Jesus was doing in his original setting with these 

parables and the crowds.  NT scholar R.T. France then defines a parable as “an utterance 

which does not carry its meaning on the surface, and which thus demands thought and 

perception if the hearer is to benefit from it.”
2
 

 And so here the significance of the parabolic genre as a whole and the meaning of 

Jesus’ first parable in particular coincide nicely for this first parable that we’re looking at 

today is all about how you listen to the Word of God, Jesus’ teaching, the gospel.  It’s 

about listening, having ears to hear, understanding.  It’s about meditating on Scripture, 

really wrestling with it, chewing on it, marinating in it, bowing before it, being shaped by 

it.  Andrea and I are trying to master a different small book of the Bible each month 

together in 2012.  Right now we’re in 2 Timothy and there’s this place there where Paul 

tells Timothy something a little enigmatic at first and then says, “Reflect on [think over] 

what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this” (2Tim. 2:7).  It takes a 

little work from Timothy.  Not everything in the Bible is low hanging fruit, have you 

noticed?  You see little interjections like “let the reader understand” (24:15) in puzzling 

parts of the Bible which invite us into deeper reflection.  The Bible rewards careful 

meditation. 

 Missiologist Ed Stetzer once said something to the effect that if people can figure 

out how to order at Starbucks, then churches can use theological terms like justification.  

Jesus’ teaching, exemplified well in the parables, worked the same way.  It wasn’t 

immediately obvious.  It invited you in for further reflection.  So grab the low-hanging 

fruit and then use the energy you get from that to climb for the higher stuff; there are 

some juicy apples up there.  In short, what we’re going to see today from the ‘Parable of 
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the Sower’ is just this: pay attention to Jesus!  Pay careful, close attention to the 

teaching of Jesus. 

This goes for both professed believers and those who are here as skeptics and 

seekers.  Don’t get put off by Jesus’ teaching when it doesn’t give you what you want 

right away; dig into it investigate.  If you find a hard shell there may just be a sweet 

candy interior.  And if you consider yourself a Christian, don’t get bored with Jesus’ 

teaching after the initial appeal has worn off.  There’s more.  There’s always more.  Pay 

careful, close attention to the teaching of Jesus. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

The Parable 
“That same day Jesus went out of the house” (v. 1a) links the teaching section of 

chapter 13 with the scenario described in ch. 12.  There we saw vehement opposition, 

uncommitted crowds, and a group of people (disciples) who had come in and centered 

their lives on Jesus.  In other words, there was a varied response to Jesus’ ministry. 

“Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.  Such large crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore” 

(vv. 1-2).  I’ve see a natural amphitheater along the shore of the Sea of Galilee myself 

where it’s very likely this situation took place.  And it would have made perfect sense.  

Jesus is addressing a mass audience of the general public.  This would have been 

comprised of the uncommitted crowds along with his disciples and maybe a few hecklers.  

So this section of teaching is not just addressed to his disciples as were chs. 5-7 and 10.  

Thus the parables: 

 

Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to 

sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and 

the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 

have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But 

when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 

because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 

and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced 

a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. (vv. 3-8) 

 

If you had never heard this parable explained before and were just hearing it for 

the first time do you think it would have been immediately obvious to you what Jesus 

was getting at?  I don’t think so.  In some ways, being an agrarian culture, they would 

have a better clue as to what Jesus was describing, but when it came to the significance or 

spiritual meaning I think they would have been like, “What is this guy trying to say?” 

That’s why Jesus caps it off with an admonition – “He who has ears, let him hear” 

(v. 9).  We saw him say the same thing earlier in 11:15.  It’s an invitation to further study 

and reflection. 

 

The Explanation of Parables 

 Before we get into what it means, notice the disciples’ question to Jesus.  I’m not 

sure if they were just genuinely perplexed or a bit dismayed.  “What was that all about??  
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This is your chance Jesus, to clear your name and explain to everyone exactly what 

you’re saying.  You have a captive audience and you’re telling cryptic stories about a 

farmer sowing seed?!?!”  In some way the disciples were confused, but they came to 

Jesus for an explanation, first of the reason for parables in general – “The disciples came 

to him and asked, ‘Why do you speak to the people in parables?’” (v. 10). 

Jesus replied to those gathered close around him wanting answers – “The 

knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to 

them” (v. 11).  There is an inside and there is an outside.  There are people who get it and 

there are people who don’t.  The people who get it, don’t get it because of their superior 

intelligence but because they come to Jesus in humility and receive understanding by 

grace. 

“Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.  Whoever does 

not have, even what he has will be taken from him” (v. 12).  Jesus isn’t making a 

statement about macro-economic.  He’s stating something akin to “Use it or lose it.”  If 

you exercise muscles, they grow.  If you don’t, they atrophy.  Likewise, if you pay 

attention to and study Jesus’ teaching it leads you to greater and greater insight.  But if 

you have disinterest and throw your hands in the air at the slightest request for applying 

yourself that it makes upon you then you will slink back into deeper and deeper darkness 

and obtuseness.  No neutrality; no treading water; you’re going forwards or you’re going 

backwards. 

Jesus explains the status of those at a distance, on the shores, unwilling to come 

closer to understand the meaning of his sayings, who will eventually become uninterested 

– “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand” (v. 

13).  They’ve listened to Jesus’ teaching, but they just don’t get it.  It goes over their 

heads; in one ear and out the other. 

Then Jesus quotes an OT text that gives more of the reason why he speaks in 

parables.  It’s from Isaiah 6 and God’s depressing commission to that prophet.  “In them 

is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 

you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  For this people’s heart has become 

calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes.  Otherwise 

they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, 

and I would heal them’” (vv. 14-15). 

Isaiah’s job was to speak God’s Word and it would have no positive response.  In 

fact, the very preaching of the Word would actually serve to harden people’s hearts even 

more.  God’s Word has a dual effect.  As the Puritans used to say, the same sun which 

melts the ice also hardens the clay.  Many people will hear God’s Word and be turned off 

even more.  It’s always been that way.  Exposure to the Word of God hardens some 

people to God. 

But not everybody!  Those associated with Jesus, identified with him, chosen by 

him – the disciples… they are fed by the Word of God.  It is light for them that 

illuminates a world of wonder.  “But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your 

ears because they hear.  For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed 

to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it” (vv. 

16-17).  The stuff that’s being revealed to the disciples of Jesus – the stuff about the 

kingdom which is what all the parables after this one in ch. 13 are about (we’ll be digging 

into it more then)– is the stuff that Isaiah and Jeremiah and Ezekiel only dreamed of but 
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couldn’t fathom.  It’s all coming true before the disciples’ very eyes.  Jesus, the 

fulfillment of all God’s redemptive work up to that point, is here and he is unpacking his 

significance and salvation for these disciples. 

Jesus is a wonder of wonders, a mine of gold that never runs dry, for his disciples.  

The word disciple means ‘learner’.  For some, Jesus’ Word is sweet to their taste, sweeter 

than honey to the mouth (cf. Ps. 119:103).  For others, they are allergic to honey.  It 

irritates them.  The word of God brings life to some and death to others.  The parables 

themselves turn some away and bring others closer, like the disciples, to find out their 

meaning.  And Jesus gives the meaning to them.  Let’s look at that. 

 

The Explanation of the Parable 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the 

message about the kingdom…” (vv. 18-19a)  So the seed in this parable is symbolic of 

Jesus’ teaching, the Word of God, the gospel. 

And the different soil types represent different ways of hearing.  Jesus gives us 

four examples of types of responses to hearing the message of the kingdom.  But really 

there are just two broad categories: those who get it and those who don’t; those who 

really hear and those who just seem to hear.  This is evident if you step back and think 

about the situation Jesus is describing – a farmer who is planting a crop.  What’s his 

goal?  Not green leaves, but a harvest!  No matter what happens in the meantime, any 

seed that doesn’t end up producing a harvest is considered worthless.  But let’s look at 

the nuances Jesus draws out. 

First off, in a Palestinian field there would be walkways around and crisscrossing 

throughout creating packed down soil from the foot traffic.  This soil is hard.  A farmer 

scattering seed indiscriminately will no doubt get some on these compacted trails.  But 

this seed doesn’t have a chance to penetrate and just stays on the surface while birds 

come and eat it up.  Nothing is going to grow there. 

Jesus says, “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.  This is 

the seed sown along the path” (v. 19).  So Jesus is talking about understanding in the 

heart.  The point is that there are hard-hearted people who have closed themselves off to 

God through a variety of decisions in life and so they may hear the gospel while scanning 

through the radio dial and dismiss it as ridiculous.  They don’t really understand it.  They 

may think they do, but they don’t give it a fair hearing.  Satan reassures them that this 

stuff is purely the domain of simple minds.  Or that it’s simply a moral straightjacket.  

They hear the gospel from believing family members and write them off as lunatics or 

backwards.  They’re closed off to it. 

These would be like the Pharisees and teachers of the Law in Jesus’ day.  

Similarly there are in our day people whose hearts are hardened by religion, inoculated 

almost, to any genuine hearing of the gospel.  But it’s also about the irreligious – the 

irreligious and the religious actually have a lot in common, for both are committed to 

their own regimen of self-salvation and dismiss the good news of salvation in Christ. 

The birds plucking up the seed is indicative of the evil one, Satan’s work.  C.S. 

Lewis’ book Screwtape Letters is a penetrating exploration of the myriad ways Satan 

works to confirm unbelief, to pluck up seed in people’s hearts.  The Apostle Paul is 

describing something very similar in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 when he is talking about his 
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indiscriminate preaching of the gospel message and says “even if our gospel is veiled, it 

is veiled to those who are perishing.  The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God.”  Satan is at work in the religious and irreligious to keep them right 

where he wants them – impervious to the gospel.  It just kind of bounces off. 

Then there are people who are not hard, but shallow.  In the fields of Galilee there 

would in addition to walking paths slicing through and encircling fields also be sections 

where the limestone bedrock came up very close to the surface.  The topsoil in such 

places would be very thin.  Seeds scattered here would find just enough soil to lodge in 

and because the soil is shallow it would be warm, causing the seed to germinate quickly.  

But like the stuff that grows in the cracks of a sidewalk it wouldn’t be able to mature and 

be harvested because its root system would be inadequate. 

Jesus says, “The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man 

who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  But since he has no root, he lasts 

only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly 

falls away” (vv. 20-21).  There are many, many people in our culture today who have had 

a ‘Jesus moment’ – like John Lennon or Bob Dylan – but don’t really make it.  And it’s 

not just in the culture at large but I’m sure you know these kinds.  You see it too 

frequently with Christian college students.  Perhaps they grew up in church and could 

testify to some great experiences in youth group or at camp.  They looked like good kids.  

At some point these people seemed to be ‘on fire’ for the Lord – zealous, energetic…  

But something happens in that transition to adulthood.  The world calls into question their 

understanding of the word.  Coolness prevails.  Questions they never had answered by a 

superficial spirituality overtakes them.  And they leave the faith. 

 It’s not how you start off, but how you finish.  I read a book recently that shared 

the statistic that only 30% of church leaders end their lives well.
3
  I heard somewhere else 

that 1,500 pastors leave their ministry every month due to burnout.  For a few of them 

that I’ve known that also coincided with leaving the faith!  I wonder what the attrition 

rate would be for the laity.  I’m sure there are studies.  Many people fall away.  When the 

stuff of life really starts coming, many people will abandon the gospel.  It’s not how you 

start off, but how you finish.  Listen to Paul’s words in to the church in Corinth – “Now, 

brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and 

on which you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to 

the word I preached to you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain” (1Cor. 15:1-2). 

Hobin told me this week about a Korean movie called Secret Sunshine that sounds 

very interesting.  I haven’t seen it.  But as I understand it it’s about a woman whose life is 

filled with tragedy.  Her husband dies.  Her son is later abducted by a teacher and killed.  

She’s understandably a wreck.  But a church shares the gospel with her and she has a 

conversion experience and becomes a Christian.  She is filled with joy and is doing all the 

Christian stuff.  Then she decides that she must go visit her son’s killer in prison and 

grant him forgiveness.  When he appears behind the glass his face is all happy and he’s 

not either the picture of evil or filled with grief, but rather he says that he’s found Christ 

himself in prison!  And the woman just melts.  She can’t handle it and throws off 

Christianity again.  Again, I haven’t seen the movie so I may not be getting all the details 

right, but you can imagine such a scenario, right?  Maybe you’ve seen something similar.  

I think we all have. 



7 

Why?  Why doesn’t it stick?  What does it mean to be rootless?  I think in some 

way Jesus is merely used.  Maybe he’s used for an emotional feeling of peace, but that 

can’t last.  Some kind of hyper-experientialism.  Maybe he’s used for a sense of power; 

perhaps this woman wanted to use forgiveness strangely as a power play over her son’s 

murder and when that option was taken away from her she shed the faith.  Maybe Jesus is 

used to get approval from your parents or from the group of peers you’re currently 

hanging out with.  Maybe he’s used to escape from reality, but before long it must be 

faced.  Maybe Jesus is used to get ‘blessings’ and when suffering or hardship comes you 

bail.  Maybe Jesus is used to give you a sense of being good, you keep the rules and have 

God’s favor, but eventually you get tired of keeping the rule or realize you could never 

really keep them in the first place and you get burnt out. 

All of it stems ultimately from not really understanding.  These first three soil 

types all represent people who don’t really ‘understand’ the message about the kingdom 

and only the fourth type which we’ll get to in a moment is said to truly ‘understand’ it.  

They don’t really hear what it’s about.  They may have latched on to some superficial 

aspect of the gospel and run with it, but that can only take them so far.  I’ve said this 

before to people I know in this camp who had a Christian phase and have now left it 

behind.  I say, “What you’re rejecting isn’t really the gospel.  You’re rejecting some form 

of religion or something.  I don’t think you’ve really understood what Jesus was about. 

Well, then there are people who are not hard or shallow, but conflicted.  In these 

Palestinian fields there would have been pathways, places where the bedrock came right 

up to the surface, and also patches where weeds had grown up.  Seed scattered there may 

germinate, but it won’t mature.  The weeds will choke it out, rendering it sterile.  Jesus 

says, “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the 

word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 

unfruitful” (v. 22). 

These people have not flat out rejected the gospel, either initially or after a brief 

period of fanaticism.  They are maintaining a basic faith in Christ all the while so mixed 

up and caught up in worldly pursuits that it is essentially inconsequential to their lives.  

These are people who become Christians and are in church every Sunday, have heard 

thousands of sermons in their lives, but rarely crack open the Bible during the week.  

Instead, what drives them during the week is their career, their social life, the news, 

television, family… anything besides a perception of being part of God’s kingdom by 

grace.  They are content with a little Jesus in one compartment of their lives.  No one has 

ever told them (or they haven’t listened) what C.S. Lewis said – “If you’re thinking of 

becoming a Christian, I warn you, you’re embarking on something which will take the 

whole of you.” 

These may be the kinds of people the writer to the Hebrews had in mind when he 

called some out for being “slow to learn,” who “by this time… ought to be teachers, [but 

instead] need someone to teach [them] the elementary truths of God’s word all over 

again” (Heb. 5:11ff).  It’s definitely what James is talking about when he speaks of 

spiritual adultery and friendship with the world.  This is nominalism.  It’s worthless too.  

Nominal Christians don’t really understand the gospel. 

Finally, there is the good soil representing open hearts.  “But the one who 

received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands 

it.  He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown” (v. 23).  
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This is the only genuine, authentic Christian.  This is what Jesus is after.  This is the 

person who hears the gospel, gets it as good news, and whose life reflects that.  These 

were Jesus’ true disciples. 

They didn’t shrug off Jesus’ message.  They didn’t just have a superficial 

encounter with him that was short-lived.  And they didn’t try to have Jesus along with 

other pursuits.  They were profoundly changed by “the word of truth, the gospel of [their] 

salvation” (Eph. 1:13).  And this isn’t just an initial reception, a one-time-hearing.  True 

Christians feed on the word of God constantly.  They meditate on it.  Have you ever 

thought about what Paul’s referring to in Colossians 1:6?  He says to the Christians there 

– “All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth” (Col. 

1:6).  “The gospel continues to grow in us and renew us throughout our lives – as it has 

been doing since the day you heard it….  [This truth about God’s grace] continually 

expands its influence in our lives, just as a crop or a tree would grow and spread and 

dominate more and more of an area with roots and fruit.”
4
 

Christians hear the gospel over and over and over again with an eagerness and 

receptivity that is always seeing more and more insights and experiencing more and more 

of it’s implications.  This is how Christian growth happens really – by hearing the gospel 

afresh and anew again and again.  Not by self-driven effort for moral improvement.  That 

is a misunderstanding of the gospel that will eventually lead you to burn out and either 

walk away from the faith like the second soil or settling into a some kind of spiritual 

détente like the third soil. 

A quick word on the varying yields of the seed – some produced a hundred fold, 

some sixty, and some thirty.  R.T. France explains – “Disciples are not all the same, and 

so equally genuine disciples may produce different levels of crop, depending on their 

different gifts and circumstances….  Such parabolic motifs discourage an approach to 

discipleship which focuses on ‘keeping up with the Joneses’; the requirement is to 

produce the best crop each is capable of, and to recognize that not all will be the same.”
5
  

Listen: when you’re paying attention to Jesus, fruit will come.  Recognize it from time 

to time and thank the Lord, but don’t pay attention to the fruit.  Keep paying attention 

to Jesus.  Seeds can’t grow if you’re always digging them up to see how they’re doing!  

J.C. Ryle said, “Their very growth is the reason why they do not see their growth.” 

 

Conclusion 
 So let me close by just pointing out four things we can take away from this 

parable and its explanation: 

 

(1) Sow widely – The seed is to be sown everywhere.  This is convicting to me.  

Christians shouldn’t spend all of our time just cleaning our seeds.  And we 

shouldn’t become too involved in soil judging, trying to study the soil and figure 

out which one will be fertile.  In other words we shouldn’t be overly preoccupied 

getting the gospel right that we fail to get the gospel out.  As D.L. Moody once 

quipped, “I like my way of preaching the gospel better than your way of not 

preaching it.”  And we shouldn’t be concerned with what kind of soil type we 

think people are.  Just sow the seed!  This is the place where we can be certain 
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that it’s okay to be ‘liberal’.  The gospel seed should be sown ‘liberally’.  Just get 

it out there and see what happens. 

 

(2) Stick to the word – This parable reminds us that the Christian mission is about the 

word not the sword.  What a difference a single letter makes!  “Faith comes from 

hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Rom. 

10:17).  All Christians should be doing is making the announcement of the 

kingdom.  That’s how this kingdom grows.  Not by coercion or manipulation or 

power.  The word, not the sword. 

 

(3) Expect varied results – Don’t be bent out of shape if your success rate is 25%.  

There will be all kinds of different responses.  But be encouraged – some will 

receive the word and bear fruit! 

 

(4) Pay attention to Jesus – In Luke’s telling of these parables we see Jesus make 

the point explicitly – “Consider carefully how you listen” (Lk. 8:18).  This is 

really the “one stabbing truth” that flashes out at us.  Be careful how you hear.  

Pay attention to the gospel.  Listen up!
6
  If you’re not a Christian the figure of 

Jesus deserves a fair hearing.  Really take this seriously and hear what he’s saying 

and don’t just think that Christianity is what you may have heard. 

 

And if you are a Christian, keep coming back to the gospel.  Keep listening.  Keep 

growing.  Don’t think you understood it back then and become disillusioned at 

what you’re going through now.  Press in to see the gospel more clearly and how 

it addresses whatever you’re going through.  Keep listening to the gospel and 

don’t listen to the other voices, the propaganda of rival, lesser kingdoms.  You’ll 

be confused and conflicted.  Keep listening to the gospel for “the gospel is not just 

the minimum required doctrine necessary to enter the kingdom, but the way we 

make all progress in the kingdom….  [Or as Martin] Luther says, “The truth of 

the Gospel is the principle article of all Christian doctrine…. Most necessary is it 

that we know this article well, teach it to others, and beat it into their heads 

continually.”
7
 

 

Listen to how Peter describes it in 1 Peter 1:23 – 2:3 – “For you have been born 

again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring 

word of God…. that was preached to you.  Therefore…. like newborn babies, 

crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now 

that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  The seed of the Word gives you life 

and now as a living organism you crave more and more of it, always going further 

in. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
Let us pay careful attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. (Heb. 

2:1) 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 5, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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