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Text 
Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he 

could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" 24 

But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow 

drives out demons." 25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself 

will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out 

Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by 

Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if I drive out 

demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 "Or again, how can anyone 

enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can 

rob his house. 30 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 31 

And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 

speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 33 "Make a tree 

good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its 

fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the 

heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil 

man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that men will have to give account 

on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be 

acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." 

 

Introduction 
 I saw an example in a movie recently of how not to be a pastor.  It was Clint 

Eastwood’s Million Dollar Baby in which he plays a boxing coach – Frankie Dunn – who 

concedes to training a female boxer – Maggie Fitzgerald, played by Hilary Swank.  As 

the story is developing there are little snippets where Clint Eastwood’s character goes to 

mass and afterwards pesters the priest with questions.  And the priest is unmistakably 

annoyed with him.  At first you don’t know if it’s because Frankie is being plain 

obnoxious and antagonistic or if the priest is just a jerk. 

 Well it turns out that Frankie is estranged from his daughter.  We never know 

exactly why or what happened, but it’s a continual punch in the gut that this hardened 

boxing coach can’t protect himself from.  The priest has told him to write her, which he 

has been doing every day (or every week, I can’t remember) for years, however all the 

letters are returned unopened and catalogued in boxes and stored in his closet. 

 I’ll try not to spoil the movie if you haven’t seen it, but Frankie becomes like a 

father to Maggie and in the end finds himself in a heartrending ethical dilemma involving 

her.  He’s agonizing over what to do and there’s this scene where he is seeking the 
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counsel of the priest and the priest says, “Frankie, I’ve seen you at mass almost every day 

for 23 years.  The only person who comes to church that much is the kind who can’t 

forgive himself for something.  Whatever sins you’re carrying…” and I was on the edge 

of my seat in anticipation for the gospel, the pronouncement of forgiveness through 

Christ, healing from this deep wound.  But instead of the gospel the priest stuck with 

ethics – “[Whatever it is you’ve done in the past, it’s] nothing compared to this.”  

Essentially, if you do this thing – this horrible crime – you will be even more guilty than 

you are now.  In other words, it would be the unforgiveable sin.  So no absolution for a 

guilty conscience.  Only an absolute threat that he better not do something bad.  It was so 

sad. 

 Listen: withholding the gospel from a tortured soul and just giving him dos and 

don’ts is a horrible, horrible crime.  It’s awful.  It is the second worst thing you could 

possibly do; it is the almost unforgiveable sin.  But not quite.  We’ll be looking today at 

what Jesus says is the unpardonable sin, a famous question throughout the history of the 

church. 

 But I start off with this illustration because I want to be clear that Jesus is about 

the forgiveness of sins.  The reason he was born, Matthew tells us, is to “save his people 

from their sins” (1:21).  He teaches us to pray with boldness – “Forgive us our debts” 

(6:12).  He pronounces to the paralytic – “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven” (9:2).  

There is a large section in Matthew about ethics – the Sermon on the Mount – but as we 

saw, Jesus’ ethic was way more than a set of rules or principles to obey.  Rather he 

describes a way of life that can only come about as a result of a profound encounter with 

God’s grace at the core of your being.  That’s what Jesus was about.  It’s very different 

than the religion of the Pharisees – Jesus’ sparring partner in today’s text (cf. 5:20) 

because it’s centered around the radical, free, unconditional, extravagant, shocking 

forgiveness of sins. 

 Now Jesus is feisty with the Pharisees.  The last time we were in Matthew, just 

before Christmas, we looked at the preceding passage which is all about how Christ Jesus 

is kind and gentle.  “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not 

snuff out” (v. 20).  Today we resume with the very next passage and we see that Jesus 

could also be kind of caustic; he doesn’t appear meek and mild here (“brood of vipers”!?) 

and we think, “What’s going on?”  But notice who he was talking to: not tortured souls 

weighed down with guilt, but religious people, people concerned merely with ethics, the 

Pharisees who wanted to ‘restore Israel’s greatness’… the people who had a problem 

with him pronouncing free forgiveness of sins and helping the weak.  It’s important to 

notice that Jesus only gets feisty with Pharisees, yet even with them his strong warnings 

are laced with grace, as we shall see. 

So even though we’re talking about a sin that cannot be forgiven and we see a 

Jesus that’s a bit more prickly, the main theme is still grace.  It comes in the form of a 

sober warning, but the warning is not a threat to merely stop doing bad and start doing 

good but an invitation to come to him and thus be changed.  Here’s how I want to put it 

today.  In short, this is what God’s Word says to us; it’s just this: Recognize Christ as 

Christ, call sin sin, and repent, repent, repent. 

 

Let’s pray… 
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Jesus Heals (Again) 

 Jesus has been healing people all throughout his ministry.  It displayed his 

compassion and power and visualized the underlying spiritual realities he came to 

address.  Here we read, “Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind 

and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see” (v. 22).  It’s short and 

to the point.  It’s a picture of everyone.  We are (a) in captivity to Satan – under the sway 

of evil, (b) blind – unperceiving of true spiritual beauty, and (c) dumb.  We need healing.  

We need saving.  And that is what Jesus came to do for people.  He did it routinely.  He 

desires to do it for you: to free you, to open your eyes to ultimate realities of sublime 

pleasure, and to open your mouth to articulate what you see, to complete your joy in 

expressing praise and worship. 

 

The People React 

 So that’s what Jesus was about – a concise picture of his ministry and expression 

of his grace.  Now let’s look at how people respond.  First we read (v. 23) – “All the 

people were astonished and said, ‘Could this be the Son of David?’”  In other words, 

“Could this be the Messiah, the Davidic King who was to come [that the OT talked 

about]?”  So their response is not an entirely positive embrace.  The question expresses 

some doubt, perhaps because of Jesus’ “reticence, his nonregal sayings, and his servant 

ministry.”
1
  His healings and exorcisms especially were in his favor, while other aspects 

of his ministry made them not sure.  It’s not entirely positive; but their astonishment is 

not entirely negative either.  The crowds by and large were taking it all in, examining the 

claim. 

 A certain subset, though, were not keen on the idea that Jesus could be the Son of 

David.  They were committed to it not being true.  Verse 24 – “But when the Pharisees 

heard this, they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow 

drives out demons.’”  They had already embarked on a mudslinging and character 

assassination campaign against Jesus with this as their major slogan.  Remember the end 

of chapter 9?  They said the same thing – “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out 

demons.”  And in chapter 10 when Jesus is prepping his disciples for the kind of 

slanderous attacks they should expect for he said, “If the head of the house has been 

called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household” (10:25)!  It was a 

deliberately chosen tack, an angle stuck to time and time again when confronted with the 

undeniably supernatural element in Jesus’ ministry.  In fact, this very sort of allegation 

was a predominant Jewish argument for centuries after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and 

ascension and the continued growth of his church. 

 

Jesus Refutes the Pharisee’s Accusations 

 It’s worth seeing how Jesus summarily refutes and demolishes the logic of the 

argument.  They don’t have any evidence that Jesus was staging these ‘miracles’, using 

smoke and mirrors, planting people faking blindness alongside the road, paying actors to 

act lame and get healed.  No, they can’t deny something supernatural is happening here.  

But they will do anything they can to deny that it’s of God and thus that they should align 

with him.  So they accuse him of magic, dark arts, sorcery – a despicable offense in the 

OT.  It’s like how today, next to nobody denies that Jesus existed, was an historical figure 
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who did good.  They just come up with all kinds of alternative theories to tame him or 

ignore him. 

 “Jesus knew their thoughts…” (v. 25a).  Hold it right there.  The Jesus we’re 

talking about sees right through people.  He knows what’s going on inside.  And with 

these Pharisees he saw a recalcitrant reluctance to accept God’s work through him, seen 

in their defamatory words.  Have you ever argued with someone who has already 

committed himself to a fatal position and is the kind of person who just can’t admit he’s 

wrong and in order to argue his case he has to make the most absurd leaps of logic and 

string together non sequiturs and in the end it often devolves into ad hominem attacks?  

All because he wants to justify himself.  That’s what’s going on here.  It’s insanity, that’s 

what it is.  Unbelief, contrary to the popular canard, is really what makes people lose 

their minds.  Jesus demolishes their illogical attacks.  The unmistakable miracles he’s 

doing are not by the power of dark magic. 

 First, casting out Satan by the power of Satan wouldn’t make any sense for Satan.  

“Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided 

against itself will not stand.  If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself.  How 

then can his kingdom stand?” (vv. 25-26).  It’s absurd, patently ridiculous.  

“Theoretically, of course, it might be argued that Satan could allow the expulsion of one 

demon in order to effect some diabolical purpose, but this would be met by the fact that 

Jesus kept on expelling demons; he carried on an unrelenting war against all the demonic 

forces.”
2
  Maybe Hitler might have conceded some battle for some time in pursuit of his 

larger goals, but it would have been tactically unthinkable for him to be seeking Aryan 

domination by freeing concentration camp after concentration camp of Jews and 

blitzkrieg-ing Berlin with his own Luftwaffe (Air Force).  Silly. 

 Secondly, Jesus asks, “And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your 

people drive them out?” (v. 27).  From this we can deduce that not all Pharisees were bad.  

Many of that sect no doubt represented the faithful and devout Israelites of that time.  In 

fact, Jesus has the most in common, theologically, with Pharisees.  They rightly believed 

in the spirit-world, the resurrection of the dead, etc…  So exorcisms – people being 

delivered by the power of God from the realm of the demonic – happened even among 

some of those identified with the Pharisees.  “Were they using demonic powers to do that 

too?” Jesus asks. 

 Now, moving to the third point, the two major distinguishing features of Jesus’ 

exorcisms were (1) the frequency, and (2) the authority.  Therefore, Jesus asserts boldly 

that he represents an undeniable and major advance in the scheme of salvation history.  

God is doing something unprecedented and unique in Jesus.  “If Jesus’ exorcisms cannot 

be attributed to Satan (vv. 25-26), then they reflect authority greater than that of Satan.”
3
  

Satan’s kingdom is being invaded by the Lord.  Jesus says, “If I drive out demons by the 

Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you” (v. 28).  Yes, of course he is 

the Son of David!  The Messiah is here.  In these events the skull of the Ancient Serpent 

is beginning to crunch under the pressure of Jesus’ heal.  The Spirit of God has 

indisputably anointed Jesus to undo something cosmic and primordial; not just to pat 

some Pharisees on the back and undo the Roman occupation of 63 B.C, but to bring 

SALVATION. 

 Jesus uses an illustration of plundering a strong man’s house.  It’s kind of like 

Satan is the head of a sex-trafficking operation living in a luxurious mansion built with 
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the money of oppression.  Nobody can just walk in and free the girls trapped there unless 

he has first decisively incapacitated the pimp.  Jesus, in his victory in the wilderness over 

Satan, has bound Satan and is plundering his kingdom as he is bringing the kingdom of 

God.  This is good stuff!  What do you mean Jesus is in cahoots with Beelzebub??  He’s 

bringing the kingdom of God! 

 In verse 30 Jesus states plainly – “He who is not with me is against me, and he 

who does not gather with me scatters.”  What does that mean?  Simply this: there is really 

no neutrality with Jesus.  You’ve got to answer that question – “Who do you say that I 

am?”  And if you are reluctant to say, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

(16:16), then you won’t participate in the benefits of the kingdom and the salvation that 

he came to bring.  Jesus calls for response.  We’ve seen that over and over again in 

Matthew. 

 Have you ever investigated Jesus seriously?  Have you ever pondered, for 

example, the Lord, liar, lunatic trilemma?  Was Jesus really a lunatic, on the level with a 

man who claims he is a poached egg, as C.S. Lewis put it?  If not, perhaps he was a self-

aware liar carrying out the greatest ruse in human history.  And if not that, then he had to 

be who he said he was – the Son of God come to visit and redeem our planet.  He was 

either mad, bad, or God.  There really are no other options.  And the first two don’t really 

square with the evidence.  Who do you say that he is? 

And have you considered, I mean really studied the elegance of the narrative of 

Scripture as an explanation of our world and then the way Jesus fits into the hopes and 

expectations of the Hebrew Scriptures?  He is indeed the Christ, foreshadowed and 

foretold in the history of Israel.  And it’s a wonderful thing.  He may not get you 

immediately what you want (that was the Pharisees’ beef, at least on the surface), but 

what he offers is infinitely better – true freedom, an accurate vision, and a real voice.  I 

urge you to recognize Christ as Christ. 

 

Jesus Warns Against the Unforgiveable Sin 

 But there’s something else that you need to do if you are to truly understand 

Jesus.  You must call sin sin.  You must admit you’re spiritually enslaved, blind, and 

mute.  This was really, beneath the surface, what irked these Pharisees more than 

anything.  Not only wasn’t Jesus hoisting the sword against the Romans, but he was 

saying the real enemy was within, and within even them.  Let’s walk through this next 

section carefully.  It has some heavy stuff in it. 

 In response to the persistent and building opposition to him and provoked by 

another attribution of his works to the power of evil, Jesus brings up this concept of an 

unforgiveable sin in a sober warning.  What is it?  The title – ‘the unforgiveable sin’ – 

has been used throughout history to describe several different sins.  Some have said it is 

murder.  Others adultery.  Others suicide.  Some might say euthanasia or abortion.  But 

they’d be wrong. 

What does the text say?  Let me read it: “And so I tell you, every sin and 

blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 

forgiven.  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but 

anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the 

age to come” (vv. 31-32).  And so the unpardonable sin is blasphemy against the Holy 

Spirit, speaking against the Holy Spirit. 
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But what does that mean?  Ryan told me about a movement of people video-

taping themselves saying, “I deny the Holy Spirit,” and posting it on the internet to 

supposedly damn themselves for eternity.  Not recommended, but is something like that 

what Jesus had in mind?  Is that the unforgiveable sin?  In this context it clearly means 

seeing the obvious manifestation of the Spirit of God and in order to avoid its 

implications calling the work of the Spirit the work of the Devil.  It’s a willful confusion 

of good with evil.  It’s similar to what the prophet Isaiah describes in Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe 

to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.”  It’s a “conscious disputing of the 

indisputable,”
4
 intentionally messing with your moral compass in such a way so as to 

completely and irrevocably jack up your moral compass.  And this is unforgiveable. 

I don’t think Jesus is saying for certain that these Pharisees have committed this 

yet.  It acts as a warning, and thus, like other warning passages in the Bible, perhaps a 

means that God uses to shock people into faith??  But it’s not a mere rhetorical device.  It 

describes something real.  These Pharisees are dangerously close to the precipice, if not 

over.  At the very least “the Pharisees are playing with fire.”
5
  Jesus is saying that it is 

possible to reach a point where you are beyond all hope, in this life.  That’s what it says, 

right?  “…will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come” (v. 32). 

That fits with what other passages in the Bible tell us.  For example, 1 Timothy 

4:2 speaks of “hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.”  

2 Timothy 3:8 speaks of people like those who opposed Moses in the OT who “oppose 

the truth – men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected.”  

Thinking of Moses… in Luke’s version of this teaching of Jesus’ it reads – “if I drive out 

demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you” (Lk. 11:20), 

which reminds us of one of the few other places in the Bible where ‘finger of God’ is 

used and it’s with Moses and his showdown with Pharaoh.  There the Egyptian sorcerers 

recognize that what Moses is doing is represents “‘the finger of God.’  But,” we read, 

“Pharaoh’s heart was hard and he would not listen” (Ex. 8:19) and eventually as the story 

goes at a certain point Pharaoh has crossed the point of no return and the Lord gives him 

over to his depravity and hardens his heart irredeemably.  So it can happen.  This Jesus 

thing is not a game. 

I know that goes against what we often hear, what I’ve often said on other 

occasions – that nobody is ever beyond hope.  And I think we can still say that because 

unlike Jesus, we don’t know people’s thoughts.  We know the unforgiveable sin is 

possible, but I don’t think we can know with certainty that someone has committed it.  So 

we warn, but we also withhold judgment.  That’s why I think it was right that several 

thoughtful, faithful Christians upon the recent death of Christopher Hitchens – one of the 

most vehement atheists of our time – held out hope that he could have trusted Christ in 

his final hour, even though he adamantly tried to prevent anyone from ever being able to 

make that claim.
6
  We just don’t know.  There is an example of a ‘deathbed conversion’ 

of someone in the Scriptures who very close to the end was heaping insults on Jesus but 

just before death put his faith in Christ and received assurance that he would be in 

paradise.  I’m thinking of course of the thief on the cross (compare 27:44 with Luke 

23:39ff).  But what Matthew Henry once said is very helpful.  He said that there is one 

such instance in the Bible so that nobody may despair and lose hope, but only one so that 

nobody may presume.  I’ve witnessed and am praising God for one deathbed conversion 
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lately, but this should not make anyone put off trusting in Christ.  You just don’t know 

how much time you have.  And, if the Holy Spirit is ringing your buzzer now and you 

don’t answer, there’s no guarantee he will be back. 

I think of the story of the French philosopher Voltaire, an outspoken critic of 

Christianity.  When he was asked about the prospect of his death and what if it’s all true, 

Voltaire’s response was, “God will forgive me; that’s his job!” 

Let’s go back again and think about what Jesus is saying here some more.  

Forgiveness is free, but it’s not cheap.  It requires repentance.  Why is the blasphemy of 

the Holy Spirit, which we’ve said is so conflating good with evil as to sear one’s 

conscience… why is that unforgiveable?  I’ve been wrestling with this a lot this week and 

this quote from Leon Morris’ commentary on this passage turned the light bulb on for 

me.  Hopefully it will for you too.  He says, “It is not that God refuses to forgive; it is that 

the person who sees good as evil and evil as good is quite unable to repent and thus to 

come humbly to God for forgiveness.  And there is no way to forgiveness other than by 

the path of repentance and faith.”
7
  Let me read that again…  J.I. Packer puts it this way, 

“This hardening of heart… would preclude any remorse at any stage…. But nonexistence 

of remorse makes repentance impossible, and nonexistence of repentance makes 

forgiveness impossible.”
8
 

With repentance, anything can be forgiven; without repentance nothing can be 

forgiven.  There is a place where people resist the clear work of the Holy Spirit, which 

the Bible tells us includes conviction of sin, to such a point that they forever lose their 

ability to discern right and wrong, to call sin sin, and thus fully plunged into this 

moralistic relativism they lose their ability to repent.  And once you are beyond 

repentance, you are beyond forgiveness.  Don’t get to that place! 

I think this is what many of the warning passages in Hebrews are getting at.  

Hebrew 6:4-6 – “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have 

tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the 

goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be 

brought back to repentance…”  Or in Hebrews 12 when it talks of “Esau, who sold his 

birthright for a single meal [and] afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he 

was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears” (Heb. 

12:16-17; ESV).  Scary stuff! 

Now we just focused on the negative part of this section (and hopefully you 

understand better now what it means), but notice the positive statement made here (and 

how amazing it is).  “Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men…  Anyone who 

speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven.”  You can be the most vile, 

blasphemous person and, if you repent, be forgiven.  Just think about this.  The 

unforgiveable sin cannot be murder or adultery.  Think of David who committed adultery 

with Bathsheba and then murdered her husband.  Then read his Psalm of repentance – Ps. 

51 and reflect on the fact that he found forgiveness.  The unforgiveable sin cannot be 

being a Pharisee.  Think of Saul (later renamed Paul), a Pharisee of Pharisees and the 

self-proclaimed “worst of sinners” (1Tim. 1:16).  Read the account of the stoning of 

Stephen in Acts 7.  It’s a bone-chilling display of hardness of heart, even a “resisting of 

the Holy Spirit” and Saul presided over it all and yet he found forgiveness upon 

repentance.  The unforgiveable sin’s not even killing Jesus.  Think of those who 

consciously played parts in the crucifixion of Christ.  Then read Peter’s sermon to them 
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on Pentecost – “‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.’  When the people heard this, they were cut to 

the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’   Peter 

replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins’” (Acts 2:36-38).  And three thousand did that day! 

 

Jesus Explains How to Repent of Sin 

This is the Christian message folks!  With repentance, anything can be forgiven; 

without repentance nothing can be forgiven.  And we’re warned that there is a possibility 

of reaching a place where you’re unable to repent.  How do we not get to that place?  

Repent, repent, repent.  Do not stuff the Spirit.  Do not put off repentance.  Recognize 

Christ as Christ, call sin sin, and repent, repent, repent.  One of our core values as a 

church is repentance.  We quote Martin Luther who said that when our Lord and Master 

Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” he willed that the whole life of believers should be 

repentance.  We must never stop repenting, never stop owning our sin, not minimizing or 

excusing or ignoring and somehow thinking that we are worthy of salvation or are 

earning it, but constantly realizing that we are in ourselves nothing but in Christ and 

Christ alone we have everything.  The way you keep your conscience soft and tender and 

clear is to repent regularly.  Once we stop repenting we start calcifying in pride and that’s 

dangerous. 

Won’t this result in depression and despair and introspection?  Repent, repent, 

repent sounds like a downer; potentially unhealthy.  You don’t know what the Bible 

means by repentance, then.  Repentance, though painful is ultimately a joyful thing 

because it’s so inextricably wrapped up in forgiveness.  Admitting fault and having an 

honest self-assessment is actually one of the most healthy things for a person and add to 

that the assurance of forgiveness and God’s favor and love and you have the key to a full 

life.  The promise is that “every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men” who repent!  

That’s good news. 

So what does it look like?  A witch hunt through your heart for potential sins?  

No, it looks like a bold living of life and seeing what kind of fruit is being produced.  Bad 

fruit shows a deficiency in the root.  What do you do?  Pull off the bad fruit and try to 

glue on a good fruit?  No.  You uproot the sin.  How?  By identifying it and confessing it 

and applying the gospel of forgiveness to it.  You know that stuff you can paint on tree 

stumps that completely kills it?  With sin it’s the blood of Christ.  Jesus, in vv. 33ff, is 

trying to get the Pharisees to see that they are sinners so they will repent and be changed 

at the core. 

After the fruit-root illustration he switches to a kind of fountain analogy.  “Out of 

the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks” (v. 34).  And then a storehouse analogy.  The 

natural human heart is full of wickedness.  How do we know?  Self-inspection.  No.  We 

live and then see what escapes out of our mouths.  Then that shows/reveals what’s in our 

hearts.  We can then trace back from our words and find what kinds of murky yuckiness 

lurk in our hearts and repent of that.  And “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1Jn. 1:9). 

Pharisees will just want to bite their tongues.  Or will use their words to try to 

explain it away.  True believers will confess.  Proverbs 10:19 says that “when words are 

many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.”  I used to think, with Mark 
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Twain, that “it is better to keep your mouth closed and let people think you are a fool 

than to open it and remove all doubt.”  I remember in 6
th

 grade there was a class I was in 

where I felt like I was running at the mouth too much and drawing attention to myself 

and saying things that were not nice.  Being the good little moralist that I was I made a 

pact to not say anything at all during class.  It didn’t work.  What did I need to do 

instead?  Figure out where those words were coming from and then repent of them, 

coming to Jesus for forgiveness, and then use my mouth to edify and love others and 

praise and testify to Christ. 

Verses 36 and 37 say, “I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of 

judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be 

acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  Your words will be played back 

to you before the judgment seat of God and they will reveal a heart full of sin for which 

you will be deserving of condemnation.  What’s the only hope?  Did you also see that it 

says there that by your words you can be acquitted?  The word ‘acquitted’ is the word for 

justified.  How will you be justified before the bar of God by your words?  If you have 

used your mouths to confess your sin and confess your faith in Christ to forgive you your 

sin.  Romans 10:9 – “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that 

you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”  

A heart of repentance for sin and faith that Jesus came to forgive sin will spill out in 

words of confession of sin and faith.  This is how you make a tree good – repent and 

believe and confess sin and faith.  This is how you appropriately respond to the Holy 

Spirit – confess Christ for “no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit” 

(1Cor. 12:3). 

 

Conclusion 

“This saying [about the unforgiveable sin],” writes one person, “is a wake-up call 

to the arrogant, not a bogey to frighten those of tender conscience.”
9
  “As for those who 

are not sure they are saved and are worried they may have committed the unpardonable 

sin,” says R.C. Sproul, “I would say that worrying about it is one of the clearest 

evidences that they have not committed this sin.”
10

  All sins and blasphemies will be 

forgiven!  Recognize Christ as Christ, call sin sin, and repent, repent, repent… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“For your name’s sake, O LORD, pardon [our] guilt, for it is great” (Ps. 25:11; ESV).  

Let us go and walk in joyful obedience, knowing that he has answered our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 15, 2012.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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