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Text 
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to 

pick some heads of grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, "Look! Your 

disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath." 3 He answered, "Haven't you read what David did 

when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate 

the consecrated bread-- which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven't you read 

in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you 

that one greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, 'I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 9 

Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 

Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, they asked him, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" 11 He said to 

them, "If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it 

out? 12 How much more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." 

13 Then he said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, 

just as sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus. 15 Aware of 

this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, 16 warning them not 

to tell who he was. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 18 "Here is my 

servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will 

proclaim justice to the nations. 19 He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. 

20 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to 

victory. 21 In his name the nations will put their hope." 

 

Introduction 
 We’ve continued our journey through Matthew’s Gospel, just taking the next 

passage each week, even during Advent – the time leading up to Christmas and the 

celebration of Christ’s birth.  And it has worked out perfectly because we could hardly 

have picked a better theme to be dwelling on in preparation for Christmas than the one 

that we’ve been given the past couple weeks.  Have you picked up on it? 

 Two weeks ago we looked at John the Baptist’s confusion over whether Jesus was 

really the Messiah or not – “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect 

someone else” (11:3)?   What was the issue?  Well, Jesus was helping women with their 

periods and hanging out with ‘sinners’ up in the lake country of Galilee while John was 

sweltering in a prison down by the Dead Sea for speaking out against the injustices of the 

corrupt Roman-sanctioned ‘king’, Herod.  When the Messiah came, everyone thought, he 

was going to wipe out the wicked and restore the fortunes of his people.  And Jesus 

wasn’t acting very ‘messianic’; he wasn’t bringing a violent end to all evil.  He was 
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deliberately delaying all that cataclysmic display of raw power that brings judgment… 

because nobody could have withstood it! 

So he came first to deal with sin so there could be good news.  His majesty and 

power and right to judge is assumed, which makes his restraint all the more amazing.  It’s 

mercy, that’s what it is.  And it’s why we can celebrate a Merry Christmas, Joy to the 

World; it’s why the world didn’t end in 4 B.C. with the whole human race sent away to 

unending torment.  The Son of Man came “eating and drinking” so that we could 

legitimately have figgy pudding and egg nog.  He didn’t come judging and destroying, 

although he could have.  That’s Christmas. 

 Then last week we saw more of this.  Judgment Day is delayed.  Jesus has come 

to save people from their woes.  We saw that God ordinarily reveals himself not to the 

powerful, rich, and intelligent, but to ‘little children’; his ways are counterintuitive.  And 

then we heard that wonderful invitation to come to him, all who are weary and burdened 

and receive rest and Jesus described himself as “gentle and humble in heart” (11:29).  

That is Christmas!!  The counterintuitive humility of God.  Jesus is God come to us, not 

in his inapproachable light, but in our flesh; not as a strong, handsome, giant specimen of 

a man dropped fully-formed from a UFO, but as a baby; not born in a palace to influential 

people, but in a barn to a young working class couple forced to move around at the whim 

of the Caesar while she was pregnant.  That’s the Christ of Christmas – so humble and 

unassuming… the One who had every right and ability to come with bang and smite us. 

 In fact, all over Matthew we’ve been seeing a Jesus that is full of compassion for 

the harassed and helpless, forgiving sins, healing diseases, restoring people to life, 

meeting needs, calling simple people to himself, relaxing at parties…  Christmas is the 

celebration of God’s love, that he came to us not to destroy us, though he had every right, 

but in great condescension, with great tenderness, displaying great meekness so that we 

could be saved.  He’s not a timid, soft, dandy.  Even in his humiliation he was in 

complete control.  He’s in charge.  He’s powerful.  He’s just using his power in service to 

love.  [By the way that’s why real strength is strength that’s disciplined and under control 

and used to serve others and not yourself.  We see that perfectly in Jesus.] 

 Well, today’s text continues that theme, that Christmas theme of Jesus’ 

magnificent meekness.  As many of us get ready to leave for the holidays and not 

everyone will be here next Sunday, I want to explicitly draw your attention to this clear 

truth in today’s text as a clear implication of Christmas and the Incarnation for you to 

meditate upon this year.  In short, it’s just this: Christ Jesus is kind and gentle. 

 

Let’s pray… [May we not show contempt for the riches of your kindness, tolerance and 

patience, but may it lead us toward repentance and faith… (Rom 2:4)] 

 

The Sabbath 
 Chapter 11, last week, ended with Jesus speaking of rest.  He offers rest to weary 

souls.  It’s no coincidence that this next section deals with Sabbath controversies.  

Sabbath means rest.  The whole idea of a day a week for ceasing from work was 

supposed to be a picture of the divine rest of God that is offered to weary souls.  It was 

supposed to be a day of experiencing God’s greatness, glory, goodness, and grace; a 

respite, a blessing, a delight.  Jesus understood that.  For those around him on the Sabbath 

they were experiencing that; it was a day of extraordinary relaxation. 
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 But the Pharisees didn’t like this.  Why?  They didn’t know how to rest in God.  

They loved to work for God.  They felt so good about their performance that they even 

made up more rules to obey and then feel even better.  They were seeking rest in their 

own ability to perform.  They had taken the Sabbath laws which were supposed to be 

about rest and had constructed a detailed and burdensome list of regulations.  So now 

something that was supposed to be a delight had become a burden for many people, the 

very kind of burden that Jesus came to lift. 

 For example, just to give you an idea: Exodus 16:9 prohibited travel on the 

Sabbath.  “Fair enough!  ‘But what constitutes traveling?’ the Pharisees asked.  As an 

answer, they developed the concept of a Sabbath day’s journey, roughly one thousand 

yards.  A man could walk that far on the Sabbath, but if he went farther, it was sin.  

However, if a rope was tied across the end of a street, the whole street technically became 

one dwelling place, and in that case a person could walk one thousand yards beyond the 

rope.  Or if he deposited some food at a given place on Friday night, on the next day he 

could walk to it, eat his meal (thereby technically establishing a new home), then could 

go one thousand yards beyond that.”  The 4
th

 commandment says that on the Sabbath you 

shall do no work.  Well, “a man is out walking [on the Sabbath].  He spits.  Is that work?  

Answer: It depends on what happens to the spit.  If it goes into the dirt and makes a slight 

furrow, then it is plowing, which is work.  If it hits a rock, no work is done.”
1
  This is the 

kind of stuff the rabbis discussed back then.  You can see how it could create a kind of 

culture for some, whose consciences were more sensitive, of extreme paranoia – “Step on 

a crack and break your mama’s back.” 

A later Mishnah tract, Shabbath 7:2, listed 39 different categories of work that 

was supposedly prohibited on the Sabbath.  One of those was reaping.  Well the first 

Sabbath controversy listed here is of Jesus’ disciples strolling through a grain field on a 

Sabbath (presumably not on a short walk not longer than a Sabbath day’s journey; just a 

leisurely meandering) and they “were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and 

eat them” (v. 1).  So reaping, but then also threshing when the rubbed it in their hands, 

winnowing when they blew off the chaff, and really preparing a meal when all was said 

and done.  The Pharisees had a conniption fit.  “Look!  Your disciples are doing what is 

unlawful on the Sabbath” (v. 2). 

Jesus replies, “Haven’t you read…?”  He uses an OT story and an OT principle to 

show that this interpretation of the Law isn’t even consistent with the OT itself.  David 

isn’t reprimanded for eating the bread reserved for the priests when he and his men were 

hungry in 1 Samuel 21:1-6.  How do you account for that?  And then the priests working 

in the temple even on the Sabbath gives a clue that this law wasn’t to be applied 

completely rigidly.  Finally, Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 – “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” – to 

show that the prophetic interpretation of the law was to prioritize love over the letter of 

the law.  The Pharisees were being calloused, nit-picking, kill-joys. 

But there’s also something else going on here.  Jesus is implicitly saying that he is 

analogous to David; he has such anointed, kingly authority that can trump other 

authorities.  And then he explicitly says that he is greater than the temple – “one great 

than the temple is here” (v. 6).  And then to top it off he says “the Son of Man is Lord of 

the Sabbath” (v. 8).  Son is Man is how he refers to himself; it is itself a rather lofty title 

from Daniel 7.  So Jesus is clearly saying that he is the Lord of the Sabbath, when the OT 

says that the Sabbath is Yahweh’s (i.e. Ex. 31:13).  Jesus is equating himself with God 
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and saying, “Wait a minute, this is my thing, I have divine prerogative to say how it 

should or shouldn’t be handled.”  I mean the whole Sabbath institution is meant to point 

to Jesus and in Jesus the Sabbath is fulfilled.  Jesus is the real Sabbath rest.  He is the one 

in whom we find true rest. 

We don’t have to work for our salvation.  We don’t have to do enough to 

somehow earn our rest.  Jesus has done it all for us.  I do still think there is to be a day of 

rest each week for Christians, not to be observed legalistically, but to be especially with 

Jesus through Word and Sacrament and then get a break from our ordinary labors.  But 

have you ever thought about why the NT seems to switch this day from Saturday to 

Sunday?  David VanDrunnen explains: 

 

 No longer do we work first and then rest 

 What we do instead is rest first, and only then take up our work.  

Sunday – the first day of the week, the day of the resurrection – became 

the day on which Christ met with his disciples (John 20:19, 26) and on 

which the church gathered for its worship (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).  As 

the seventh-day Sabbath of the Old Testament testified that the task 

assigned to the first Adam remained uncompleted, so the first-day Sabbath 

of the New Testament testifies that the last Adam has fulfilled it…. [We 

need not try to be a bunch of second Adams, performing Adam’s cultural 

labors in order to attain the world-to-come.  Jesus accomplished Adam’s 

task once and for all, and did it for us….]  By resting first and then 

working, the Christian doctrine of salvation is portrayed in live action.  

God first justifies us by uniting us to his resurrected Son in heaven apart 

from any work of our own, and then he calls us to work obediently in this 

world, not to earn our rest but to express our gratitude that the rest has 

already been earned by the work of another….  We keep the Sabbath in a 

way that shows that the true rest has already been attained.  We rest by 

free grace, and only then do we work.
2
 

 

 Anyway, I digress a bit, but the point is that Jesus came to bring true, genuine, 

deep rest.  The Pharisees were busy adding burdensome regulations onto people to keep 

them away from Jesus. 

 Then Matthew tells us of another Sabbath incident.  This time a man gets healed 

on the Sabbath in the synagogue.  It was a set up.  The Pharisees wanted to see again if he 

would transgress their distorted interpretations of the law.  “They asked him, ‘Is it lawful 

to heal on the Sabbath?’  He said to them, ‘If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit 

on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out?  [it was a debate at the time; the 

Pharisees it seems held that you could do such a thing; Jesus then concludes:]  How much 

more valuable is a man than a sheep!  Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath’” 

(vv. 10-12).  Again, mercy not legalistic adherence to rules. 

 “Then [Jesus] said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’  So he stretched it out and 

it was completely restored, just as sound as the other” (v 13).  So whose side was God on 

here?  Huh?  I mean if he was working with such power through Jesus on the Sabbath, 

then it kind of proves Jesus’ point.  But the Pharisees hated it and for the first time we see 

the opposition to Jesus rise to the level of killing him – “But the Pharisees went out and 
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plotted how they might kill Jesus” (v. 14).  The Pharisees are the cold-blooded, violent, 

harsh people.  Jesus here is the one doing good, helping people in need, allowing his 

disciples to have a snack.  It shows unmistakably the kindness of Jesus.  He was a nice 

guy.  He was not an uptight, controlling, mean person.  He came to earth to bring rest to 

people.  I think a lot of us have a picture of a Pharisee in our mind when we think of 

Jesus, when in fact, he was the exact opposite.  If you have a problem/ a need he doesn’t 

have a lot of hoops for you to jump through.  He’s here for you.  You are valuable to him.  

He cares about you.  You can relax in his presence.  Christ is kind. 

 

Bruised Reeds & Smoldering Wicks 

 And we also see, especially in the quote from Isaiah coming up, that Jesus is 

gentle.  Christ Jesus is kind and gentle.  We love to look at OT prophecies fulfilled in 

Jesus at Christmas time, don’t we?  Well here’s one.  “Aware of this [that the Pharisees 

were thinking murder], Jesus withdrew from that place [he wasn’t trying to be 

cantankerous].  Many followed him, and he healed all their sick [that’s just what he 

does!], warning them not to tell who he was [it’s not his time yet].  This was to fulfill 

what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah [another one of Matthew’s famous 

‘fulfillment formulas’]: ‘Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom 

I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations.   He will 

not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets.   A bruised reed he will 

not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory.  In 

his name the nations will put their hope’” (vv. 15-21). 

 This is a loose translation of one of the ‘Servant Songs’ of Isaiah – Isaiah 42.  

Isaiah 53 about the ‘Suffering Servant’ is another one of them, perhaps the most famous.  

First off, it’s interesting to think of God taking on the form of a servant.  That word alone 

connotes condescension.  Jesus, God in the flesh, was a servant.  Amazing.  In v. 18 we 

see hints of the Trinitarian relationship of love and affection between Father, Son, and 

Spirit that we looked at last week, turned outward on a mission to mankind.  Then v. 19 

speaks of this servant’s demeanor.  He’s not contentious or flamboyant.  It doesn’t mean 

he is mousy, just not obnoxious.  He’s gentle.  The perfect gentleman. 

 And then v. 20.  Verse 20 has been the starting point for many detailed treatments 

of the tender mercy of Christ, most famously perhaps the Puritan Richard Sibbes’ book 

The Bruised Reed.  I don’t dare try to imitate a Puritan exposition of this single verse.  

You should read that book for yourself.  But the point is obvious.  Jesus wasn’t rough.  

He has patience with our weakness.  He channels his brute strength so as not to harm us 

but help us.  One commentator puts it this way – “The imagery thus describes an 

extraordinary willingness to encourage damaged or vulnerable people, giving them a 

further opportunity to succeed which a results-oriented society would deny them.  The 

servant will not be quick to condemn and to discard.”
3
  Jesus is not quick to condemn and 

discard. 

 This has been applied traditionally to struggling Christians.  Christ Jesus’ 

kindness and gentleness is what leads unbelievers to faith – it’s not his demands to do 

more, but his tender offer of having done everything (GRACE!) that makes someone a 

Christian.  But then Jesus doesn’t say “Alright, no more Mr. Nice-Guy” once he has you 

in.  He continues to lead us along with his grace.  So if you’re here today and you are 

struggling, you feel like a bruised reed about ready to collapse in two, or a smoldering 
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wick about ready to burn out completely, Jesus is not disappointed in you.  If your faith is 

weak, you are dealing with doubts, you find yourself struggling with the same sins, your 

love has grown cold and you feel lost, Jesus is not fed up with you.  He is tender.  He 

wants to splint you.  He wants to breathe softly onto you and fan your flame and lead you 

to victory.  That’s what he wants to do right now.  His love for you is un-waning.  O 

bruised reed, you’ve come to the right place.  Jesus is speaking to you today. 

 For many of us I think this may sound nice on the surface, but it really goes 

against the Nazi in us.  We value strength, youth, efficiency, power, utility, ability.  I’m 

reading a biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer right now (as I think I may have mentioned 

before).  Bonhoeffer visited a Christian community in Germany in the 1930s that started 

out as a mercy mission for people with epilepsy but expanded to care for thousands of 

people with all kinds of disabilities including orphans.  The biographer writes: 

 

It was the antithesis of the Nietzschean worldview that exalted 

power and strength.  It was the gospel made visible, a fairy-tale landscape 

of grace, where the weak and helpless were cared for in a palpably 

Christian atmosphere. 

Bonhoeffer… wrote his grandmother about the people with 

epilepsy: their “condition of being actually defenseless may perhaps reveal 

to these people certain actualities of our human existence, in which we are 

in fact basically defenseless, more clearly than can ever be possible for us 

who are healthy.”  But even in 1933, the anti-gospel of Hitler was moving 

toward the legal murder of these people who, like the Jews, were 

categorized as unfit, as a drain on Germany.  The terms increasingly used 

to describe these people with disabilities were useless eaters and life 

unworthy of life.  When the war came in 1939, their extermination would 

begin in earnest.
4
 

 

 We read of these 20
th

 century atrocities in horror, but it is the natural instinct of 

our works oriented hearts.  We want to be strong, not weak.  That’s why we resist the real 

Jesus.  And then even when we come to experience his grace there’s this nagging desire 

to attain to a place of Christian ‘sanctification’ where we can finally outgrow the need for 

grace.  And there’s a Fuhrer in me.  Is he in you, too?  Often our Christian communities 

can practice similar things as Nazi Germany – highlighting stories of greatness, 

ostracizing those who struggle to have it together, and creating places for ‘beautiful’ 

people.  The church is always in danger of this. 

 But Jesus, on the contrary, is patient with the bruised reeds.  And all of us will be 

bruised reeds from time to time.  Richard Sibbes says, “After conversion we need 

bruising so that reeds may know themselves to be reeds, and not oaks.”
5
  I hope, by 

God’s grace, that our church is a place where bruised reeds and smoking flax find the real 

Jesus and aren’t caused to think that they must stay away from community and the Lord’s 

Table or hide their true struggles or only confess their sins once they can say that the 

Lord has given them deliverance. 

 Now there is a difference that’s sometimes hard to distinguish between bruised 

reeds and proud Pharisees masquerading as struggling brothers or sisters.  It’s hard to tell 

brokenness over sin from sulking self-pity.  It’s hard to know if someone is really a 
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bruised reed or self-assured but adept at faking a limp.  Because probably it’s usually a 

mixture of both.  But I’m not sure it matters too much.  They both need to see Christ’s 

astounding tenderness – though the Son of God could rip you to shreds right now, he’s 

not – he became a baby for you so he could become sin for you; he went to the cross and 

came out of the tomb and calls you to come to him right now.  That’s what everyone 

needs to hear. 

 If you are a bruised reed and smoldering wick right now maybe you can relate to 

John Newton’s troubled query (the John Newton who had a spectacular testimony of 

being part of a slave ship and getting converted; the John Newton who wrote the hymn 

“Amazing Grace”).  Well, in another poem he wrote: 

 

‘Tis a point I long to know, 

Oft it causes anxious thought; 

Do I love the Lord, or no? 

Am I His, or am I not? 

 

If I am, why am I thus? 

Why this dull and lifeless frame? 

Hardly, sure, can they be worse, 

Who have never heard His name! 

 

Could my heart so hard remain, 

Pray’r a task and burden prove; 

Ev’ry trifle give me pain, 

If I knew a Saviour’s love? 

 

When I turn my eyes within, 

All is dark, and vain, and wild; 

Fill’d with unbelief and sin, 

Can I deem myself a child? 

 

If I pray, or hear, or read, 

Sin is mix’d with all I do; 

You that love the Lord indeed, 

Tell me, Is it so with you? 

.... 

 

Newton’s friend Daniel Herbert replied in verse with this: 

 

What is this point you long to know, 

Methinks I hear you say, ‘tis this – 

I want to know I’m born of God, 

An heir of everlasting bliss. 

 

Is this the point you long to know? 

The point is settled in my view – 
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For if you want to love your God, 

It proves He first loved you. 

…. 

 

So where a want like this is found, 

I think I may be bold to say: 

That God has fixed within thy heart, 

What hell can never take away. 

 

However small thy grace appears, 

There’s plenty in thy Living Head; 

These wants you feel, my Christian friend, 

Were never found amongst the dead. 

 

If you don’t consider yourself a bruised reed right now, ask yourself why.  Why 

do you feel strong and confident?  Is it because you have been bound up by Christ?  Is it 

because you are finding your identity and security in him?  Or is it possible that you are 

feeling self-assured, confident in your own abilities, feeling good about yourself to the 

point that you don’t really need him?  Something to think about.  And if you are burning 

brightly because of the oxygen of the gospel, then are you helping other flickering flames 

with tenderness and compassion?  Or are you annoyed by them – “C’mon, why can’t you 

just get it together and be like me?”  Jude 22 says, “Be merciful to those who doubt.”  Be 

a Daniel Herbert to a John Newton.  Sometimes we think that those struggling – the 

backslidden, the depressed – need a swift kick in the pants.  Pharisees may, at select 

times, need a kick in the pants in the direction of Jesus, but definitely not bruised reeds.  

They need to know that Jesus is tender and gracious, because they don’t really know that 

at the moment.  They think he’s harsh and demanding, full of heavy burdens and with a 

hard yoke and so they stay away. 

I knew a man once whose wife was in a prolonged bout of discouragement and 

despair, self-doubt that wouldn’t go away.  We talked a few times about it and at one 

point he too expressed doubts that she was a true Christian because there seemed to be no 

fruit in her life.  And I said, “Throw manure on her.”  Where did that come from?  

There’s this parable Jesus tells in Luke of a fig tree that wasn’t producing any fruit.  The 

owner of the fig orchard suggested cutting it down – “Cull it.  It’s just taking up soil.”  

But the caretaker asks for patience.  He says, “Please, leave it alone for one more year, 

and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it [and we’ll see what happens]” (Lk. 13:6-9).  Jesus 

there is advocating more patience.  I think we wait to evaluate fruit until Judgment Day.  

There will be a Judgment Day and we don’t hide that, but right now we just keep 

cultivating, keep throwing manure on people, which means keep preaching the gospel, 

pointing them to the tender mercies of Christ. 

“But O that will just encourage people to sin.  They need some bite, some threats.  

They need to be pushed.”  And that may appear to ‘work’ with some, but it doesn’t really 

work in the right way.  Our use of the law has to be to lead people to Christ, not turn 

them deeper within themselves to do better.  Charles Spurgeon said it this way:  “When I 

thought that God was hard, I found it easy to sin.  But when I found God so kind, so 

good, so overflowing with compassion, I smote upon my breast to think that I could have 
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rebelled against One who loved me so and sought my good.”
6
  That’s how it works.  

People need to see more clearly the radical depths of Christ’s love.  That is always the 

answer. 

One person recently wrote a satirical open letter to a Mr. Grace-Loving 

Antinomian, all these supposed people out there who are hearing of and embracing God’s 

free grace and then living complacently in sin.  The point was that these boogey-men 

don’t really exist.  They are talked about in order to keep us from preaching totally free 

grace.  But if anyone ever really experiences the utterly radical, free, un-merited GRACE 

of Christ that brings people into the mind-blowing love and glory of the Trinity they 

don’t sin with impunity.  They just don’t.  And if people are it’s because they haven’t 

gotten that, not because they’ve gotten too much grace.  Well, in the letter the author asks 

this Mr. Grace-Loving Antinomian who’s supposedly out there: 

 

“Have you never considered the incarnation, about the Son leaving 

ineffable light to be consigned first to the darkness of Mary’s womb and 

then the darkness of this world?  Have you never considered how He 

labored day-after-day in His home, obeying His parents, loving His 

brothers and sisters so that you could be counted righteous in the sight of 

His Father?  Have you forgotten the bloody disgrace of the cross you 

deserve?”
7
 

 

Conclusion 
 O let us consider the kindness and gentleness of Christ this Christmas!  The “holy 

infant so tender and mild” who “didst leave his Throne and his kingly crown when he 

camest to earth for me, but in Bethlehem’s home there was found no room for his holy 

nativity; Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang, proclaiming his royal degree, but in 

lowly birth didst he come to earth and in great humility.”  Let me just close with the 

words of another song written by Jason Gray and Andy Gullahorn based off of a story by 

Walter Wangerin.  It’s called “I Will Find a Way.” 

 

At the end of this run down tenement hall 

Is the room of a girl I know 

She cowers behind all the dead bolt locks 

Afraid of the outside world 

So how should I come to the one I love 

I will find a way 

Many thieves and collectors have used that door 

But they only brought her shame 

So she won’t even open it anymore 

Still I will find a way 

I could call out her name with love through the walls 

But condemnation is all she hears 

I could break down the door and take her into my arms 

But she might die from the fear 

So how should I come to the one I love 

I will find a way, I will find a way 
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How should I come to the one I love 

I will find a way 

No hiding place ever kept her safe 

So she hides inside herself 

Now to reach her heart the only way 

Is to hide in there as well 

I will hide in there as well 

She gave up on love waiting for a change 

But a change is coming soon 

Cause how could she not love the helpless babe 

Who is waking in her womb 

I found a way 

She’ll know I am coming before I am here 

When she hangs her head she’ll see me there 

And then when I come she won’t turn away 

All the beauty and joy will return to her face 

And what of the loneliness? Now it is gone 

Lost in the bond of the mother and son 

Every sin that she suffered at the hands of men 

Every single disgrace will be washed clean again 

I will love her completely and when I am grown 

I will carry her out of that tenement room 

I am doing a new thing and soon you will see 

I am coming among you and my name shall be 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel
8
 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, he has promised he 

will not despise.  This Christmas season may you know Jesus’ kindness and gentleness 

and thereby may your light shine bright again. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 18, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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