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Text 
I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 

17 "Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 

synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to 

the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you 

will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 

you. 21 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their 

parents and have them put to death. 22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the 

end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will 

not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 "A student is not above his 

teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the 

servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of 

his household! 26 "So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 

hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered 

in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for 

a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. 30 And even the 

very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

32 "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33 

But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 34 "Do not suppose 

that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have 

come to turn "'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law-- 36 a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' 37 "Anyone who loves his 

father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is 

not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 40 "He who receives 

you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. 41 Anyone who receives a prophet 

because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because 

he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold 

water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his 

reward." 

 

Introduction 
 Last week we looked at the very end of ch. 9 and the first half of ch. 10 

introducing the topic of mission.  Make no mistake: Christians have a mission to convert 

the whole world.  It’s true.  Christians want everybody to know the real Jesus and what 

he has done.  Now that’s actually not a dangerous thing because we’re following a 

messiah who willingly allowed himself to be killed.  So our mission does not advance by 
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the sword; it’s not coercive or violent but radically sacrificial.  And it’s not an oppressive 

thing because we’re not saying, “You have to live like this.”  It’s not an arrogant thing 

because we’re not just imposing our own subjective experience onto other people.  We 

are, out of compassion, announcing public, falsifiable facts (the death and resurrection of 

Jesus) – historical events which show that (a) there is a God, (b) none of us can live up to 

God’s standards, and yet (c) God entered our world in the person of Jesus Christ to keep 

the standards perfectly for us and take the punishment we deserve on himself so we could 

enjoy his eternal life.  This is our message and our mission is to get that message out.  It’s 

called Good News, and not without reason; it’s news and it’s really good. 

 Now here’s the thing: everybody really has a mission.  If it’s not the Christian 

mission it may be to advocate some kind of worldview.  Maybe it’s that everybody 

should be a nice person.  Maybe it’s that everybody should love Macs.  Maybe it’s to 

occupy Wall Street.  Perhaps it’s even the philosophy that everybody should just keep 

their own views to themselves; maybe you’re a crusader for that notion of tolerance.  

Maybe it’s a mission to obtain for your self as much personal comfort and ease as 

possible.  And that doesn’t have to be bald-faced materialism and money seeking; it’s just 

as much a passion for the otherwise passionless 30-something gamer living in his 

parents’ basement wearing Star Wars pajamas all day keep to keep on living that 

lifestyle.  His mission (when it’s not completing a quest to kill a bunch of Orcs in World 

of Warcraft) is to make sure that nothing in life infringes upon his freedom to play as 

many video games as possible.  You see?  Everybody has a mission of some sort. 

 Well today we see that Jesus was very clear with his followers that their mission 

would involve suffering, that they would have to sacrifice, even be willing to die for their 

mission.  Again, this may sound radical but essentially everybody is putting their life on 

the line for something; everyone is willing to lose their life for a particular cause.  There 

are of course those who live (and die) by Horace’s creed – Dulce et decorum est pro 

patria mori (“it is a sweet and fitting thing to die for one’s country”).  But even those less 

patriotic and brave and courageous and heroic who don’t do things like fight in wars or 

run into burning buildings are still willing to succeed in their mission at all costs.  The 

aforementioned gamer is willing to give up his health for endless inactivity as is the 

overachieving career man who lives at constant levels of stress and sleeplessness to 

advance himself.  The thrill-seeker takes exorbitant risks for a rush.  Athletes take 

detrimental PEDs to get ahead.  The sexually promiscuous are willing to contract deadly 

diseases in their exploits. 

 We are all living for something we believe is worth dying for.  We will give up 

certain things to attain the object of our mission.  Some are just more obvious than others.  

Jesus is very up front that the mission he is sending his disciples on is dangerous.  It has 

serious and immediate risks and difficulties.  It takes determination.  There will be 

opposition.  You may lose relationships.  You may be ridiculed.  You may even face a 

premature death.  The one difference between this Christian mission and any other 

mission is that… it’s ultimately worth it.  It is truly ‘a sweet thing’.  In short, what we’re 

going to see today from this blunt passage about the sure hardships of being sent by Jesus 

on mission is just this: the gospel is worth dying for. 

 As we look at these verses we’re going to see what kinds of hardships Jesus 

braces his disciples for in their mission, why they can expect them, and why it’s worth it.  

So the suffering, the reason, and the reward. 
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But first, let’s pray… 
 

The Suffering 
Why did we break this section up?  Well first of all it’s long.  But secondly, most 

scholars recognize that the last half of ch. 10 seems to look forward to a future scenario 

of the mission of Christ’s people, not just the unique setting of that first excursion by the 

Twelve.  So Jesus here begins to look forward to the realities that lay ahead for his 

followers even after his death and brace them for those realities.  At this point the 

opposition to Jesus is just starting to build and there’s no indication that his disciples’ 

first mission out and about in Galilee faced anything other than the same general 

receptivity and curiosity that Jesus had been experiencing. 

But things would not always be that way.  This section is more obviously for us 

who follow Jesus today.  Jesus says very soberly, “I am sending you out like sheep 

among wolves” (v. 16a).  That’s a graphic picture.  It’s almost like saying, “I’m sending 

you on a suicide mission.”  You’ve seen Planet Earth, right?  A lamb walking into a pack 

of wolves would not be a pretty sight.  It will be ferocious.  You could get skewered like 

a mutton kabob.  Earlier he talked of people as sheep without a shepherd, harassed and 

helpless.  Now we see that harassed and helpless does not mean innocent.  Humanity, in 

its lostness, can be pretty feisty.  So the image shifts a bit.  The evangelists here are sheep 

and those they’re trying to bring the message to are like wolves. 

Then Jesus supplies another animal analogy.  “Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 

and as innocent as doves” (v. 16b).  One person has paraphrased – “They need the 

cunning of snakes without the venom.”
1
  They must be wise, aware of their surroundings, 

tactful, yet ethically pure, kind, gentle, loving, not succumbing to utilitarian logic that 

would use shady means to achieve desired ends.  “The keenness here recommended… 

involves insight into the nature of one’s surroundings,… circumspection, sanctified 

common sense, wisdom to do the right thing at the right time and place and in the right 

manner, [and] a serious attempt always to discover the best means to achieve the highest 

goal,”
2
 remarks one person.  This is a very difficult balance, but one Christians must try 

hard to strike.  You see it in precautions international missionaries take to protect their 

email accounts and code their communication and stuff like that.  Or in the care we 

should give in not giving any offense other than the gospel when we share the gospel in 

our workplaces and neighborhoods.  Being wise, thinking strategically… 

Going on and explaining more of the occupational hazards, Jesus says, “Be on 

your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in 

their synagogues” (v. 17).  This is referring to Jewish opposition that lay ahead for the 

Christian sect; specifically the infamous 39 lashes administered by the synagogues (cf. 

2Cor. 11:24).  “On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as 

witnesses to them and to the Gentiles” (v. 18).  This anticipates the Gentile mission and 

such things as Nero’s persecution and the Coliseum (see also Acts 24-25).  There will be 

official government sponsored persecution.  This is the stuff many believers face around 

the world today, like Pastor Youcef who is awaiting execution in Iran for ‘blasphemy’.  

Or the discrimination that Christian groups face trying to organize in a public school. 

And then in v. 21 Jesus says that his followers in fulfilling their mission should 

expect family tensions.  Let me warn you: you don’t want to hear this, but it has to be 
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said.  “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 

against their parents and have them put to death” (v. 21).  So the Christian message is 

evidently not about how to have a nice, happy family.  Huh!  Verse 34 explains more: 

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring 

peace, but a sword.”  It’s a metaphor, obviously, that reminds us that the message of 

Jesus is not, “Let’s just all get along.”  He makes people pick sides.  The gospel will 

inevitably separate close friends, even sever family relationships – “For I have come to 

turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against 

her mother-in-law – a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household’” (vv. 

35-36).  “To bring division between father and son was to offend against one of the most 

deep-seated convictions in the minds of Jesus’ hearers,”
3
 writes one commentator.  This 

isn’t just hard to swallow for us today or to be regarded as completely naïve in cultures 

more family based than ours.  This was utterly offensive for the middle eastern culture of 

Jesus’ day.  And yet Jesus says it.  “To follow me and be sent out by me is to accept that 

your family life will be upset.” 

 Jesus explains more in v. 37 – “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than 

me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me.”  Now Jesus expects that his disciples will naturally love and feel loyalty 

to their families.  That’s normal and right.  “But he is concerned that they must not value 

their attachment to the members of their families so highly that he is pushed into the 

back-ground.”
4
  Being on mission for Jesus will mean that Thanksgiving meals could be 

awkward, or that parents could disown you, or that your kids could grow up to resent 

you.  For some of us it may mean that our parents always ride us and pressure us because 

we live in the city because God has called us on a mission to the center-city of Chicago.  

Let me just be provocative and say something bold and jarring – the mission of getting 

the gospel out should take precedence over your family.  If we are to live on mission we 

must give up our expectations for Jesus to make our families, let alone our lives, nice and 

happy. 

 “All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be 

saved” (v. 22).  The temptation will be great to be silenced, squelched in your missional 

zeal, fall back into an inconspicuous, blend right in, sort of middle class, comfortable, 

family value lifestyle.  The mission of Christ will bump up hard against the natural 

mission to have everyone like you.  But Jesus says, “All men will hate you.”  “‘All men’ 

(v. 22) does not mean ‘all men without exception,’ for then there would be no converts, 

but ‘all men without distinction’ – all men irrespective of race, color, or creed.”
5
  This is 

an interesting example of where ‘all’ doesn’t always mean ‘all’.  Nevertheless the 

wording is shocking.  Christians should expect to be derided, made fun of, belittled, even 

hated.  Jesus says in Luke 6:26 – “Woe to you when all men speak well of you.”  And yet 

many times Christians seem to live as if their goal is to not ever make anyone upset with 

them. 

 Now, Paul says in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, 

live at peace with everyone.”  But it’s not always possible.  Christians shouldn’t be trying 

to irk people, but if they are faithful in their mission it will happen.  “In fact, everyone 

who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2Tim. 3:12).  Why? 

 

The Reason 
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 Let’s look at that now for awhile.  We’ve looked at the suffering described here, 

the kinds of hardships Jesus braces his disciples for in their mission.  Now let’s look at 

the reason; why they (and we if we’re believers) can expect them.  Notice it says, “All 

men will hate you because of me.”  What Jesus is saying to his disciples is that because 

they are bringing the message of the real Jesus and because some people resist the real 

Jesus, some people will resist them.  They will be rejected because they represent Jesus 

and Jesus was rejected.  That logic is very clear in vv. 24-25. 

Do you remember what we looked at when we came to 9:34?  Jesus had been 

doing great good, yet the Pharisees couldn’t say anything nice about him.  They said, “It 

is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”  People resisted the real Jesus, 

slandering him, trying to discredit him, attributing his good deeds to evil power.  Why?  

Because he wasn’t behaving like they expected a ‘Son of David’ to behave, meaning they 

wanted a messiah that would enlist their help to fight the enemy out there – the Romans.  

Instead, Jesus was saying that the enemy was within even them and if they were to be 

delivered they had to have no hand in it.  This is the scandal of the gospel.  You must be 

saved apart from your own works!  And it’s ironic because it’s such good news, but oooh 

it just rubs us the wrong way. 

 Well in vv. 24-25 Jesus says, “A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant 

above his master.  It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like 

his master.  If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the 

members of his household!”  Beelzebub was the recognized name of the ‘prince of 

demons’.  In Mt. 12:24 the Pharisees are at it again.  They say, “It is only by Beelzebub, 

the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.”  So, Jesus is saying, if people 

staunchly opposed and smeared me, you can expect that they will do the same to you. 

 And it will be for the same reason: because you bring a message that assumes 

people are responsible for their state of need and doesn’t allow them to have a hand in 

their own salvation.  “I know!  It’s good news, but people naturally resist it.” 

Understand: your goal shouldn’t be to have people not like you.  Your aim is to 

have people meet and love the real Jesus.  But some people resist the real Jesus and thus, 

the logic in this text shows us, some people will resist Christians. 

 But let’s be very clear: the reason people should hate Christians should be the 

offense of the gospel.  However, why do people often hate Christians?  Often it’s not 

because of the real Jesus, but some imposter Jesus that people have propped up in his 

place as a mascot for their own agenda.  Often it’s because Christians are arrogant, 

judgmental, legalistic, overbearing, obnoxious; because Christians are often known for 

what they’re against instead of who they’re for.  Try to listen to the media this election 

season and just from that piece together what the Christian message is.  Evangelicals 

(whose name means people of the gospel) are often viewed and often portray themselves 

as bringing a message about how you should live instead of what Jesus has done.  Thus 

they are characterized by fear, hate, paranoia, desire for power, etc… instead of lovingly 

laying their lives on the line to tell people about a God so full of love that he sent his one 

and only Son that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

 

The Reward 

 Eternal life – do you think about that often?  What does that mean?  This passage 

can seem kind of negative, bleak.  Like Christianity is for masochists and Jesus is 
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demanding.  When in fact, if you read it closely you can see how Christianity is quite 

promising and Jesus is extremely rewarding.  Let’s just look at the encouraging parts of 

this passage.  There are costs (danger, persecution, family disruption, relational loss, 

character defamation, etc…), but there are also great benefits.  Notice how they’re woven 

into this section about being sent out as sheep among wolves.  Who would ever want to 

do that? 

 Well let’s start with v. 19 – “When they arrest you, do not worry about what to 

say or how to say it.  At that time you will be given what to say, [v. 20:] it will not be you 

speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”  This life of mission is to 

be hard, but not to be filled with worry.  Jesus promises that when official opposition 

comes, God will sustain you.  And look more closely.  Jesus’ words assume some 

amazing things about the identity of his disciples.  Christians have the Holy Spirit 

dwelling within them, working through them.  So no matter who abandons you, the 

intimacy of the Spirit cannot be taken away.  And then the stunning assertion again that if 

you are with Jesus, then God is your Father.  This verse has a Trinitarian backdrop and 

the assumption is that Christians are brought in on that eternal, perfect, happy 

relationship of the Three in One through Jesus.  That is a great consolation to understand 

in the face of loneliness, when it seems you are by yourself.  Psalm 27:10 is not just 

poetry then – “Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me,” or 

when Psalm 68:5 says he is a “father to the fatherless.”  There is something greater than 

no one being against you and your family accepting you. 

 Then in v. 26 Jesus makes clear that though this life of mission is to be hard, it is 

not to be full of fear.  “So do not be afraid of them.”  They said as they buried the great 

Scottish Reformer John Knox – “Here lies one who feared God so much that he never 

feared the face of any man.”
6
  How can you have that boldness, that fearlessness that 

discloses, makes known, speaks, proclaims from the roofs what God has revealed about 

himself in Christ? 

One weapon against fear of men is the healthy fear of God.  Verse 28 – “Do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell.”  That doesn’t mean to be constantly worried about 

whether God is going to smite you.  Jesus just said “Do not worry.”  Rather, it means to 

revere and respect God and see him as the One that is far above all powers.  Earthly 

powers only have the ability to inflict temporal pain.  God has the power to damn 

someone for eternity.  I thought you said that we weren’t supposed to be scared.  Well we 

should shudder at the thought of hell, but if you are united to Jesus by faith then Jesus 

took all of that for you on the cross.  “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).  “If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, 

who could stand?  But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared” (Ps. 130:3-

4).  That kind of fear that stands in awe of a holy and loving God with grateful hearts, 

amazed at his grace, that then waits for the Lord and puts his hope in the Lord.  That kind 

of fear of God will dispel the fear of man so that you can continue to tell others about 

how glorious your God is even when they are threatening to kill you.  So what if I die!  I 

love the story of the Martyrdom of Polycarp.  When the proconsul said to him, “I will 

cause you to be consumed by fire, seeing you despise the wild beasts, if you will not 

repent.”  Polycarp said, “You threaten me with fire which burns for an hour, and after a 

little is extinguished, but are ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and of eternal 
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punishment, reserved for the ungodly.  But why do you tarry?  Bring forth what you 

will.” 

Then there’s the extremely comforting assertion in vv. 29-31 of God’s 

sovereignty and goodness and care – “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not 

one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very 

hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 

sparrows.”  We don’t have to be afraid.  God loves and knows every intimate detail of 

our lives.  He is in complete control and he works all things together for our good (Rom. 

8:28).  Nothing can happen to you that will not in the end be demonstrated to have been 

part of an elaborately constructed plan of meticulous care and love.  We don’t have to be 

scared of the unknown that’s out there because it’s not unknown to Jesus. 

Then what great promise can we see in vv. 32-33, which at first can seem like a 

threat?  “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my 

Father in heaven.  But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my 

Father in heaven.”  D.A. Carson comments – “A necessary criterion for being a disciple 

of Jesus is to acknowledge him publicly (cf. Rom. 1:16; 10:9).  This will vary in 

boldness, fluency, wisdom, sensitivity, and frequency from believer to believer…; but 

consistently to disown Christ… is to be disowned by Christ.”
7
  You can’t be a closet 

Christian.  It must be a badge you wear publicly.  You can’t keep it from your family for 

fear they will disown you; you can’t keep it from your community for fear they will hurt 

you. 

But as Carson pointed out this is talking about consistently disowning Christ.  

What do we make of Peter’s three denials?  Jesus knew that too would happen (26:34), 

yet that didn’t stop Jesus from loving him.  No, he says, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked 

to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.  And 

when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:31-32).  The picture we 

get from that and that we should get from these verses here is of a Jesus not waiting for 

us to trip up, but a Jesus standing before the Father in heaven acknowledging you.  As 

you are acknowledging before people that you are with Jesus, Jesus is in heaven before 

the throne (again of the only One who really matters) acknowledging that you are with 

him!  That picture is amazing.  Keep that picture plastered in your head.  It doesn’t matter 

what other people say about you.  It doesn’t matter if false witnesses rise up against you 

breathing out violence.  Jesus has ascended to the right hand of God and is always 

breathing out intercession for you (see Heb. 7:25).  Knowing you’re in with God will 

allow you to love other people with the gospel and not care about whether you’re in with 

them. 

We have to realize, as one person has noted, that “here we hear only one side of 

the love-hate relationship of the world to the gospel.”
8
  There will be people who respond 

well.  Verses 40-42 speak of them.  They are people who receive the message of the 

gospel and/or people who welcome, support, and help along others bringing the gospel.  

Here there is a veiled reference to the community of believers that helps fill in the gap of 

what is lost by being part of Christ’s mission.  And notice the repeated mention of 

reward.  There is a reward.  There is a reward.  As C.S. Lewis says, we must “consider 

the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in 

the Gospels.”  Being part of this mission is rewarding both here and now with cups of 

cold water drunk in fellowship, but ultimately then and there at the great eternal banquet 
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after every knee has bowed to Jesus and all opposition has been removed, sin vanquished, 

and death defeated. 

 But finally, vv. 38-39 is the big one, the statement that looms large over this 

whole section.  Again it can sound like a call for self-denial, like Christianity is all about 

giving up things, like a diet from fun for the rest of your life, when in fact it’s the exact 

opposite.  It’s about joy, true joy, that can’t be found in giving up carbs for 6 months so 

you look good in a bathing suit for a summer.  Jesus says, “Anyone who does not take his 

cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it” (vv. 38-29).  Christianity is about finding life.  All 

other missions are about protecting your own life whatever the cost, and the cost turns out 

to be in the end losing everything.  But the Christian mission is about giving your life so 

that others can find life and in the end it turns out that you have gained everything.  Every 

other self-centered, self-glorifying, self-protective type of mission in life will in the end 

be the demise of you.  But losing yourself, letting Christ be your Savior at the expense of 

your ego, and with the security that brings laying your life on the line to tell others about 

this good news even if it means great hardship, will result in the greatest joy. The gospel 

is worth giving up everything for.  The gospel is worth dying for.  As the great hymn 

says, “Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also.  The body they may kill; God’s 

truth abideth still.  His kingdom is forever.” 

 

Conclusion 
 And don’t miss that this pattern is cruciform.  Being identified with Jesus is being 

pressed into the image of Christ, conformed to him.  We are “crucified with Christ and… 

no longer live, but Christ lives in [us].  The life [we] live in the body, [we] live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved [us] and gave himself for [us]” (Gal. 2:20).  A great picture of 

what this looks like is the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3.  Remember: Philippians is the 

‘epistle of joy’ and it was written from jail! 

 

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 

greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 

things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 

that which is through faith in Christ – the righteousness that comes from 

God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 

dead. (Phil. 3:8-11) 

 

 Death.  Then resurrection. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

We can only go out as sheep among wolves because Jesus did it perfectly for us.  “He 

was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth” (Is. 

53:7).  His body was broken and blood was poured out at the hands of sinful men.  But 
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God had a benevolent design in it.  He was in control.  For in the death of Christ he was 

saving us… 

 

Benediction 
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 

before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you 

will not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb. 12:2-3). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 27, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007), 391. 

2
 William Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary: Exposition of the Gospel According to Matthew 

(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985), 461. 
3
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1992), 266-67. 
4
 Morris, 267-68. 

5
 D.A. Carson, Matthew: Chapters 1-12, Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 

249-50. 
6
 James Montgomery Boice, The Gospel According to Matthew, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001), 181. 

7
 Carson, 256. 

8
 France, 394. 


